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ABSTRACT

This priliminary report of hearing characteristic
in Thais old ages was studied from the 400 ‘audiograms of
presbycusis patients who attend to Ramathibodi Hospital
during May, 1969 to February, 1979. Being used purposive
random sampling, 276 audiograms of presbycusis were collected
as subjects. There are 176 males and 100 females age ranged
from 40 to 80 years which their histories and medical
examinations showed no evidence of familial héaring loss,
ear disease, noise exposure, use of ototoxic drug and
others CNS disease. All cases were analysed and compared
to the invited control group (Males = 44 cases , Females
= 26 cases) who were in the same age range and no hearing
complaint. Measurement of hearing were performed by well
trained audiologists using clinical audiometer Maico MA.
24 and MA., 18 with proper audiologic techniques and
conditions. The results of this study had led to the
assumptiony 1listed in the following items.

1. Presbycusis are common found in malc- greater

than female with thc ratib M:F = 3:2.

2. Most Common group of presbycusis is in the

sixth decade (36.4 %) followed by the seventh

decade (31.8 %) and fifth decade (18.8 %)



3.

Hearing loss is the first important symptom
leading patients to the hearing clinic(100 %)
following by tinnitus aurium (70.45 %) and
dizziness (33.52 %).

Loss of hearing in the subjects group are

generally greater than the control group.

There are close relationship betwecn the

degree of hearing loss and advancing years

of age (subjects r = 0.3 , control r = 0.36),
Clinical characteristic of presbycusis
(tinnitus aurium , dizziness , headache,
earache, difficulty to localize of sound)are
found no significant different between subjects
and control groups.

The loss of hearing in high frequencies above
4000 Hz. are well shown in both control and
studied groups.

The comparision on the degree of hearing loss
at speech frequencies (500-2000 Hz.) in subjects
and control groups are found that the degree

of loss in subjects are greater than control.



Only 1.09 % of presbycusis patients in this

study enjoyed hearing aid this is due to the

fact that hearing aid in Thailand dre very
expensive and the patients must buy by themselves.
The custom of the Thai people to accept their
disability at old age level seems to make

them think of the unnecessary of this eguipment

and inconveneince for their uses.
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