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THITIPOL KANTEEWONG: THE MELODIC PREACHING OF MATTHEE

EPISODE FROM THE GREAT JATAKA AT THE ANNUAL GREAT

PREACHING CEREMONY (TANG DHARMA LUANG) IN CHIANGMAL

THESIS ADVISORS: MAJOR-ADVISOR: ANAK CHARANYANADA B.Ed,

M.M., CO-ADVISORS: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT B.Ed. MEd MA,

PATTHIYA YIMRAWAT Doctorat de ’EHESS., 182 p. ISBN 974-04-1704-3

The objective of this paper is to examine the melodic preaching of the Great
Jataka, from the Matthee episode, which is performed during the preaching ceremony
(Tang Dharma Luang) in Chiang-Mai province. The principle of Ethnomusicology is
being used as a fundamental in this research in order to study the melodic preaching,
social contexts, and preaching demonstrations especially in music attribute to the
Great Jataka (Matthee episode).

Results of the research show that the Great Jataka originated from Phra-Kha-
Tha-Phan, a Pali Nibatara Jataka, which is a part of Tripitaka. The Great Jataka
preaching is comprised of 13 episodes.

The preaching shows that the script of the chant has been composed in
a version of Phi Jae Riaew Daeng, while its melody is a version of Prao Kwai Bai.
The Matthee episode of the Great Jataka preaching has six main components: A-
rathana Dharma(Dharma Invitation), Ue Kan Long(Sound Testing), Karb Kao(Self
Introduction), Tang Namo(beginning of Pali text), Matthee Dharma(Preaching
Matthee Episode), and Karb Plai(Preaching Termination; finish,wish,farewell).
The melody has been categorized into two types of chanting: Dharma Wat and Ma Ha
Charti styles. In addition, both styles contain certain techniques of preaching; namely,
Tang, Teao, Leao, Wang, Yang, Wai, Kai, and Yang, These techniques appear to have
four main symbols to help control tone and rhythm of the preaching: Huen Soong (/),
Huen Taam (,), La Mai (¢) and Long Siang (o). These symbols, as mentioned, are

considered a guiding chanters to pronounce in their preaching accurately.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

THESIS TITLE: THE MELODIC PREACHING OF MATTHEE EPISODE FROM
THE GREAT JATAKA AT THE ANNUAL GREAT PREACHING CEREMONY
(TANG DHARMA LUANG) IN CHIANGMAL

Introduction

1. The background and importance of the research problem

Northern Thailand developed it is own unique culture before it became
part of the same country with Central Thailand. Northern Thailand or the
"Lanna Thai Kingdom" consisted of 8 provinces : Prae, Nan, PraYao, Lamphun,
Lampang, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, and Mea Hong Somn. These provinces are
divided into 3 main cultural groups, which are the Western Lanna culture in
Prae, Nan, and Pra Yao; the Eastern Lanna culture in Lamphun, Lampang,
Chiang Rai, and Chiang Mai and lastly the Tai Yai or Shan culture in Mae
Hong Sorn.

Historically, the Lanna Thai people practiced Nature and Spirit worship
before being converted to Buddhism. This is because their livelihood was based
on agriculture. Their belief is reflected in their daily lives and in their

traditional ceremonies. These combine aspects of spiritualism and Buddhism.

Chiang Mai was the capital of Lanna Thai and it was also a centre of
Buddhist religion where the 8" grand council was held by Buddhists for the
purpose of the revising the Tripitaka at Jet Yod temple in 1477 B.C.. It
demonstrated that Chiang Mai was the center of the Lanna Kingdom which

was highly developed in economics, politics, religion, and art. There were| many
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Buddhist scripts written during the period 1815-1825 B.C. by Praya
Panyapithajaan, who composed many Buddhist scripts including the Great Jataka
of the Lord Buddha stories ( Ma-Ha-chati ). Ma-Ha-Chati is known as the story
of the last reincarnation of the Lord Buddha, consisting of 13 episodes which
are named Tod-Sa-Porn, Him-Ma-Parn, Tarn-Kan, Wa-Na-Pa-Wet, Chu-Chok,
Jul-La-Pon, Ma-Ha-Pon, Ku-Marn, Mat-Tee, Sak-Ka-Bab, Ma-Ha-Raj, Cha-Ka-
Sat, and Na-Korn-Kan. This is consistent with Lanna traditional ceremonies,
which is Tang-Dharma-Luang ( the Budhhist ceremony for chanting and
listening to the Jataka story, particularly that of the last great reincarnation of
the Lord Buddha ). Tang-Dharma-Luang is held during the November full moon
festival in every year. Not only that, it is also included in the cremation
ceremony. Ma-Ha-Chati or Ma-Ha-Wej-San-Dom is the name of the story of the
tenth Bodhisattva who was a great reincarnation of the Lord Buddha. The story was
originally from a thousand Pali lectures on ethics. The Lanna people followed
the Hinayana denomination, the branch of Buddhism prevalent in Southeast Asia
and Ceylon. The Hinayana denomination teaches that there are rewards for
good deeds. Followers believe that listening to the whole Ma-Ha-Chat during
one day and one night will lead to reincamation in Utopia with Sriariyametri

who is the next Bodhisattva.

The Tang-Dharma-Luang tradition ritual is related with this idea. We
might see many functions of ceremonial symbolism in a Buddhist temple where
the ftradition ceremonies of Tang-Dharma-Luang, is held. It not only
traditional context but also a chanting musically are appeared in Tang-Dharma-
Luang tradition ritual.
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2. Aims of the Study

2.1 To study on the social and culture context within Ma-Ha-Charti

( Matthee episode) preaching of Chiang-Mai province.

2.2 To study on the characteristics and method within Ma-

Ha-Charti ( Matthee episode) preaching of Chiang-Mai province.

23 To study on the melodic line of Ma-Ha-Chati ( Matthee episode)

preaching in Tang-Dharma-Luang tradition ceremony in Chiang Mai province.

3. Methodology in this study

3.1 Conceptual from work : to be application Ethnomusicology theory
and application that concept on notation, analysis and fieldwork in order to

explain and conclude for this studying.

3.2 Data collect:

3.2.1 Documentary data ( secondary data ),
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322 Fieldwork data : to be application by observation

( primary data )

3.3 Area study : to be collection in four cities located within Chiang

Mai province : Mueng, Mae-Rim, Hang-Dong, and San-Kum-Pang.

4. Instruments:

4.1 Questionnaire : to be used in term of formal interview for individual
data and used of informal interview for individual data of key informants and

the context of the environment of Ma-Ha-Charti preaching.

4.2 Camera : Nikon FM2, digital camera Sony DSC-S30

4.3 Sound record : Sony Mini Disc MZR-55

4.4 Map

4.5 Data analysis

4.5.1 to be classifies on the data.
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4.5.2 To be transcription for music notation and comparison with text

by LP.A (International Phonetic Alphabets) using,

4.5.3 The analysis of chapter of Ma-Ha-Charti preaching’s

characteristics.

4.5.3.1 The melodic line

4.5.3.2 The relation between rhythm and tones of word accents

5. Results:

5.1 The content of the context Lanna’s social the study found the

occasion of Ma-Ha-Charti preaching in Chiang Mai 4 chances including.

1. The funeral

2. The Seup-Cha-Taa ( to prolong life ceremony)

3. The full moon festival in November
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4. Tang-Dharma-Luang ( the Budhhist ceremony for chanting and
listening to the Jataka story, particularly that of the last great

reincarnation of the Lord Buddha ).

The perfectly of Ma-Ha-Charti preaching is to be that is in the audiences
of Tang-Dharma-Luang and Ma-Ha-Charti preaching have compose of 13

creations episodes normally.

5.2 The musical data characteristic : Lanna have two types of the
preaching including the melodic line of Dharma Wat style which to be
smoothly rhythm and to be closely of high and low. Sound as well as to be
used of Tang, Teao, Leao, Wang, Wai, Kai, and Yang. Moreover the symbols
that support in this preaching such as Huen Soong (/), Huen Taam (, ), La
Mai (@), and Long Siang (0 ) the symbols that is used to be created sound

within the chapter of melodic preaching.

5.3 The relationship between the language and melodic line that
relationship can explain by the principle of musical. It found the changing

characteristic of the language have 4 characteristics.

5.3.1 Transform the outer sounding into in the inner sounding (

harmonic ) by used of octave to be created nasal.

5.3.2 Stop the breath on the first paragraph in order to be stronger

the air in take to the next preaching.

5.3.3 Application of paragraph note in the word which to be
stress in the first accent for the word which one accent to be divide the

character and vowels.
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5.3.4 Application of the tripet in the word which to be stress in

the last accent.

6. Discussion:

In the present, the preaching to be decrease on the time that different
form the pass very much such as decreasing in the content of Ma-Ha-Chart
preaching but it to be emphasis the beautiful of the melodic line although the
clearly of the language to be shortage.

The knowledge and proceeding have to be factors for the reason :
decrease in Ma-Ha-Charti preaching that, because that chanced the learning
process by one by one to be one by 200-300 students.

And the reason for Ma-Ha-Charti preaching to be the popular in Chiang
Mai’s social because Ma-Ha-Charti preaching that to be very interest with the
content and emphasis the significant of the culture of Lanna’s believe. Which
has the content as tragedy and associate with the melodic line. Finally, the
tradition which support the Ma-Ha-Charti preaching to be generate the unity

with in the community of Lanna.

7. Recommendation:

The melodic line with in Ma-Ha-Charti preaching to be generally know
in the social of Chiang Mai to be diversity by each of local in Chiang Mai.
Many music’s song in Lanna without the music composer because the Lanna’s
social is not to compose the music that conversely, the Western music compose.

Because, Ma-Ha-Charti preaching that to be the way. of life. In the content of
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Buddhist tradition and associate with the value that to be appears inthe social.
The value and beautiful of Ma-Ha-Charti preaching is to be the aesthetic of
Lanna’s social such as the literature which to be enrich of the idiom of Ma-
Ha-Charti preaching and the value of musical of the idiom that to be compose
for Ma-Ha-Charti preaching.

So, to be recommended for the next study have to examine or the
melodic line of Ma-Ha-Charti preaching which to be very interest in many

episodes in order to compose with the melodic line that to be appear in the

Lanna.





