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4237127 MSMS/M : MAJOR : MUSIC ; M.A. (Music)
KEY WORDS : SAW/SAW LONG NAN/ANaAlYSIS of MEIODIC PATTERN / DAD NAN

BURANAPAN JAILA : SAW LONG NAN: A TRADITIONAL VOCAL MUSIC :
CASE STUDY OF KHAMPHAI NUPING, THESIS ADVISORY : UDOM AROONRATANA
ANAK CHARANYNONDAB.E, MM, SANONG PHRAKLANGSRI, B.FA.,, MFA, 171
PAGES

This research looks at the characteristics of the melodic pattern and the role of Saw Long
Nan in the local social context. Study focused on Khamphai Nuping and his troupe, using a
qualitative research method of investigation

Saw Long Nan is the name of a melodic pattern that is unique and popular in Nan and
neighboring provinces. This song originated in Nan and remains closely identified with its
birthplace.

The study found that Saw Long Nan has an important social role as it is traditionally
performed at religious and ceremonial functions, especially Buddhist ordination ceremonies.
Today Saw Long Nan is also a souvce of information about the function where it is performed, as
well as being a form of entertainment.

The most basic melodic pattern of Saw Long Nan is Dad Nan, which is the staple of most
performances. Dad Nan is marked by continuous repetition of the same patterns of notes
accompanying vocal text that has an established syntax.

Analysis of vocal pattern of Dad Nan showed a strong similarity in all four measures of

each of the two paris. Generally, every measure in the same part ends on the same note.
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N 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 N

34 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

35 50 55 60 64 69 74 79 84 89 94 35
36 923 103 | 108 | 113 | 118 | 122 | 127 | 132 | 139 | 141 36
37 145 | 151 155 | 160 | 164 | 169 | 174 | 178 | 183 | 187 37
38 192 | 196 | 201 | 206 | 210 | 215 | 220 | 224 | 228 | 232 38
39 237 | 242 | 246 | 250 | 255 | 259 | 263 | 268 | 272 | 276 39
40 281 | 286 | 289 | 294 | 298 | 302 | 306 | 311 | 315 | 319 40
41 324 | 328 | 332 | 336 | 340 | 344 | 349 | 353 | 357 | 360 41

42 365 | 369 | 373 | 377 | 382 | 368 | 390 | 394 | 398 | 402 42
43 406 | 410 | 414 | 418 | 422 | 426 | 430 | 434 | 438 | 442 43
44 446 | 450 | 454 | 458 | 462 | 466 | 469 | 473 | 477 | 481 44
45 485 | 489 | 492 | 496 | 500 | 504 | 508 | 512 | 516 | 519 45
46 523 | 527 | 537 | 534 | 538 | 542 | 546 | 549 | 553 | 557 46
47 560 | 564 | 567 | 571 575 | 578 | 582 | 586 | 589 | 593 47
18 569 | 600 | 604 | 607 | 611 | 614 | 618 | 622 | 625 | 629 48
49 632 | 636 | 640 | 643 | 646 | 650 | 654 | 657 | 660 | 664 49
50 667 | 670 | 674 679 | 681 | 684 | 688 | 691 | 695 | 698 50
51 702 | 705 | 708 | 712 | 715 | 718 | 722 | 725 | 728 | 732 51
52 735 | 738 | 742 | 745 | 748 | 752 | 755 | 758 | 761 | 765 52
53 768 | 771 | 774 | 778 | 781 | 784 | 788 [ 791 94 | 797 53

54 860 | 804 | 807 | 810 | 813 | 816 | 820 | 823 | 826 | 829 54
55 832 | 836 | 838 | B42 | 845 | 848 | 851 | 854 | 857 | 860 55
56 863 | 866 | 869 | 872 | 876 | 878 | 882 | 885 | 888 | 891 56
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57 863 | 86 | 869 | 872 | 876 | 878 | 882 | 885 | 888 | 87 56
58 924 | 927 | 930 | 933 | 936 | 939 | 942 | 945 | 948 | 951 58
59 954 | 957 | 960 | 962 | 965 | 968 | 971 | 974 | 977 | 980 59
60 983 | 986 | 988 | 991 994 | 997 | 1000 { 1003 | 1006 | 1008 | 60
61 1011 | 1014 | 1017 | 1020 | 1023 | 1026 | 1028 | 1031 | 1034 | 1037 | 61
62 | 1040 | 1042 | 1045 | 1048 | 1051 | 1054 | 1056 | 1059 | 1062 | 1064 | 62
63 | 1094 | 1097 | 1100 | 1102 | 1105 | 1108 | 1110 | 1113 | 1116 | 1118 | 64
65 | 1121 | 1124 | 1126 | 1129 | 1132 | 1134 § 1137 | 1140 | 1142 | 1145 | 65
66 | 1148 | 1150 | 1153 | 1156 | 1158 | 1160 ; 1163 | 1166 | 1168 | 1171 | 66
67 | 1174 | 1176 | 1179 | 1181 | 1184 | 1186 | 1189 | 1192 | 1194 | 1197 | 67
68 | 1200 | 1202 | 1204 | 1207 | 1210 | 1212 | 1214 | 1217 | 1220 | 1222 | 68
69 | 1224 | 1227 { 1230 | 1232 | 1235 | 1237 | 1240 | 1243 | 1245 | 1247 | 69
70 | 1250 | 1252 | 1254 | 1257 | 1260 | 1262 | 1264 | 1267 | 1269 | 1271 | 70
n 1274 | 1276 | 1279 | 1281 | 1284 | 1286 | 1288 | 1291 | 1293 | 1296 | 71
72 1298 | 1300 | 1303 | 1305 | 1308 | 1310 | 1312 | 1315 | 1317 | 1320 | 72
73 1322 | 1324 | 1327 | 1329 | 1332 | 1334 | 1336 | 1339 | 1341 | 1343 | 73
74 | 1346 | 1348 | 1350 | 1353 | 1355 | 1358 | 1360 | 1362 | 1364 | 1336 | 74
75 | 1369 | 1371 | 1373 | 1376 | 1378 | 1380 | 1382 | 1385 | 1387 | 1389 | 75
76 | 1392 | 1394 | 1396 | 1398 | 1401 | 1404 | 1406 | 1408 | 1410 | 1412 | 76
77 | 1415 | 1417 | 1419 | 1422 | 1424 | 1426 | 1428 | 1430 | 1433 | 1435 | 77
78 | 1437 | 1440 | 1442 | 1444 | 1446 | 1448 | 1450 | 1453 | 1455 | 1457 | 78
79 | 1459 | 1461 | 1463 | 1466 | 1468 | 1470 | 1472 | 1474 | 1476 | 1478 | 79
80 | 1481 | 1483 | 1485 | 1487 | 1490 | 1492 | 1494 | 1496 | 1498 | 1500 | 80
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Monochord (4.14.) AT Scale ‘ﬁnlﬁ’l'

1 68 1200 1200-1200 0

2 60.4 994 1200-994 206

3 553 842 1200-842 358

4 50.0 667 1200-667 533

5 45.6 508 1200-508 602

6 415 344 1200-344 856

7 37.8 183 1200-183 1,017

8 34.7 35 1200-35 1,165
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(583 A= 440) 68 ). A1319 1200 Scale g

1 41.6 349 349-349 0

2 37.6 174 349-174 205

3 34.1 5 349-5 344

‘. 31 -160 349-(-160) 509

5 28.6 -300 349-(-300) 649

6 25.5 -498 349-(-498) 847

7 234 -647 349-(-647) 1,096

8 213 -810 349-(-810) 1,159
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1. 1 ladae (Mode)

Anndnvazms ity ladesnnszdudesiie g ﬁﬂsmg"lmwiazviaumm reszay
uﬁmmﬁnfu"ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂqt‘iﬁumm"funﬁmi’lnmsaumu°1€{'i1Tﬂsaﬂ§'1wmuﬁmuwinz*fuw‘i’mg‘“lu;ﬂ
upuiiuladesdda

2. Adovaudoy (Range)

3. 255ueifies Tngsad 1 (Structural Pitch)

ﬁmelﬁqnfjulﬁﬂ»:ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂ?ﬂgﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ% wnnde

4. inyazvaRhusazNAN M uluies (Melodic shape and melodic
direction)

5. amiwesiinies (Rhythmic pattern)

asAnANiwesye
6. gilnrunaz Tnssad1e (Formal Structure)
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FuTnedisomaiiudy
7. mwduRusveuiiafesiuaiveunas (Relationship between Text and Melodic
Phrase)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
SAW LONG NAN, A TRADITIONAL VOCAL MUSIC: CASE STUDY OF KHAMPHAI
NUPING

Introduction

The art and culture of Lanna are influenced by the teachings of Buddhism, superstitious
beliefs and astrology. Today this relationship can be seen in local art and rituals such as mural
paintings in the Buddhist chapels, soo kwan blessing rites, annual offering rites for guardian and
ancestral spirits, gods and goddesses, and ordination rites, all of which reflect the cultural identity
of Lanna.

Social interdependence has remains a distinguishing characteristic of Lanna community
from past to preseni. Local art, culture and beliefs have been carried on from generation to
generation through written and oral means. Most existing evidence, however, is incomplete and
ambiguous, particularly that which has been passed down orally, because of changes that occur
through time and generations of people, obscuring along the way the heritage handed down and
accumulated over generations. Oral dissemination in Lanna is done through daily activities and
traditions that form the daily life of local people, including:

Direct dissemination from family and community elders; Dissemination through Buddhist sermons.
Monks may deliver sermons or fables in melodic patterns collectively called “Rai khao,” which may

contain hidden spiritual messages.

Dissemination through traditional vocal music. These are divided into baby songs and
khao, which can be subdivided into: Khao Joy; and Khao saw.

Other types of vocal dissemination include: bai sri and soo kwan blessing rites and
mystical rites. Among traditional forms of entertainment, saw is one of the most important, and is
unique to the Lanna region. This particular genre of vocal music tells stories in local vernacular
and fixed melodic pattern. Saw text traditionally recounts local history and folk legends or
describes past and present social conditions and local ways of life.

Lanna society is made up of multiple ethnic groups, who within their shared cultural fabrics have

their own distinct ways of life influenced by geographic, societal and environmental factors.
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Hence academics have divided the art and cuiture of the Upper Northern region into three major
zones:

Zone 1; Chiang Mai, Lamphun and Lampang, centered on Chiang Mai.

Zone 2: Nan, Phrae and parts of Chiang Rai, Payao, and Amphoe Lab Lae of Utiaradit, with Nan
being the center, although in parts that are geographically close to Chiang Mai, Lampang and
Payao similarities to Zone 1 can be seen,

Zone 3: consists solely of Mae Hong Son (Thirayuth Yuangsri, 1997:47)

These differences extend to the matter of Saw, a musical entertainment that plays an important
role in Lanna traditions. This performing art possesses a number of characteristics across different
geographic zones, especially in performance and rhythmic patterns, but each zone does have its
own unique characteristics. In Chiang Mai, Saw is performed to the accompaniment of sueng and
pi chum. In contrast, an ensemble of pin and salaw are the traditional accompaniment in Nan and

Phrae. Moreover, the melodic patterns and linguistic accents also vary from one zone to another.

The variation particular to Nan province, which is the center of the Lanna’s cultural Zone
2, is commonly known as ‘Saw Long Nan,” according to sources consulted for this study. The
designation refers to the genre of saw as performed within Nan province, and is a commonly
known name among Saw aficionados in the North, most of whom are elderly and well versed in

the meanings of this vocal music.

Given the above mentioned differences and ambiguities in patterns and performance, this
researcher determined to study Saw Long Nan as performed by Khamphai Nuping’s troupe, its
particular musical and performing characteristics, with a view to providing guidance to students of

the various forms of Saw, and to preserving a traditional performing art for future generations.

Objectives
To study the role of Saw Long Nan within the social context of Nan community

To analyze the musical patterns used to accompany Saw Long Nan
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Expectations

Identify the role of Saw Long Nan in the social context of Nan community

Identify the structure and rhythmic patterns of Saw Long Nan

Study results will provide a basis for future research into other traditional melodic and vocal

patterns in the North and other geographic regions.

Scope
This study focuses on the geographic area where Khamphai Nuping’s troupe performs. Additional

information about other saw troupes is used for cross-reference purposes.

Initiative Agreement
The study is focused solely on analyzing the vocal patterns of Khamphai Nuping, the
troupe’s lead performer (chang saw).
Analysis is limited to the main melodic pattern used in the troupe’s performance.
Samples used for analysis were gathered from field research and transcribed according to the

principles of music transcription for the purpose of measuring vocal pitch.

METHODOLOGY

The study was conducted using the following methodology:
Theoretical Bases

Theories of Ethnomusicology

Theories and concepts of musical analysis

Theories and concept of traditional music

Data Collection from Primary and Secondary Research Sources
Documented sources, namely libraries and archives

Field research and individual sourees including academics and local performing artists with
background in Saw Long Nan

Sample songs recorded during field research

Documentation Process



yionfug Jond Exclusive Summary/ 160

Information from written sources and data from field research are gathered, classified and
documented.

Data Collection Methods

Research was conducted according to the following methods of ethnomusicology:
Interview Formal and informal interviews with individual sources including artists, music
theorists and other relevant sources. Personal and work history of each source is collected.
Observation Participatory and non-participatory observation was done during the data-gathering
process

Audio recording using conventional equipment of music research

Data Analysis Methodology

At the end of the data gathering process, the most important melodic pattern of the Saw Long Nan
repertoire, Dad Muang Nan, was identified and analyzed using the following criteria:
Analysis of linguistic syntax of Saw. Three samples recorded during field research were
individually analyzed.

Analysis of melodic pattern based on the following:

Voeal frequency*

Mode

Range

Structural Pitch

Melodic Shape and Melodic Direction

Rhythmic Pattern

Formal Structure

Relation Between Text and Melodic Phrase

Presentation of Data

Data are presented as follows:

General information about Saw Long Nan, namely:

Definition and History

Major Components of Saw

Traditional musical instruments

Accompanying melodic patterns and songs
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Traditional dance accompanying Saw performance
Saw performers

Rituals associated with Saw

Forms and order of performance

Role and importance of Saw in Nan’s social context
Presentation of Analysis

Linguistic syntax of Saw

Melodic direction of Dad Nan

Results

Definition of Saw

The term “Saw” refers to a traditional vocal music of the North that has an established linguistic
syntax. There are two types of Saw: scripted and improvised. Saw is popular in the eight Northern

provinces collectively known as Lanna.

Contemporary Classifications

According to existing literature and field observations by this rescarcher, Saw can be divided into
2 distinct groups:

Saw Seung: The name derived from the guitar-like principal instrument in the accompanying
ensemble. The ensemble also comprises another string instrument, the salaw. Saw Seung is
popular in Nan, Phrae, Payao and Chiangrai, Most Saw Seung troupes have six to seven members
comprising one male and one female vocalists, two female dancers (typically, these are able to
perform Saw), a salaw player and a seung player. Typically Saw singers can double as dancers,
and most dancers can double as Saw vocalists.

Saw seung originated in Nan province. The vocal tempo is slower than the Chiang Mai style.
Basic repertoire comprises Dad Nan, Lab Laeng and Pan Fai. Traditionally, Saw Seung troupes
are headed by a male performer.

Saw Pi: Like Saw seung, this subgenre is named after the principal instrument, in this case
Northern wind instrument called Pi Chum . The ensemble usually includes a seung, Traditionally,

a Saw Pi ensemble features one of three formations:



ysauf lond Exclusive Summary / 162

Pi Chum 3 ensemble comprising Pi Mae, Pi Klang, Pi Koy and a seung

Pi Chum 4 ensemble comprising Pi Mae, Pi Klang, Pi Lek, Pi Koy and a Seung

Pi Chum 5 ensemble comprising Pi Mae, Pi Klang, Pi Lek, Pi Koy, Pi Dad and a Seung

Saw Pi is popular in the area comprising Chiang Mai, Lamphun, Lampang, Chiang Rai, Phrae and
Mae Hong Son. The most popular repertoire includes Dang Chiang Mai, Lamai, Cha Pu, Eua,
Selay Mao and Phra Law. Saw Pi froupes are traditionally headed by women.

Saw String: is an attempt to marry Saw to Western musical instruments. The accompanying
ensemble includes electric guitar, base guitar, keyboard and drums. Saw String originated around
1982. (Prachak Kavee, interview: 2000)

Classification of Saw by Performance Characteristics

Saw Pad (solo Saw) features a single vocalist of either sex. The text usually recounts historical

yarns or folk tales.

Saw Khoo (duet) is sung by two performers of the same or different sexes, each responding to the

other’s verses.

Lakhon Saw (Saw Drama) has an added element of play-acting of the story in the text being sung.
_ Performers may pause mid-song to deliver scripted lines or narration, and then resume the story in
Saw. Lakhon Saw is unique to Chiang Mai. Popular troupes in this sub-genre include Ai Kao-E

Tuam, Boonsri Ratanang and Vithoon Jaiphrom troupes. (Prasit Leosiripong, interview: 1997).

Classification of Saw by Characteristics of Text

Saw Doan (Improvisation) The text of this type of saw describes the situation and circumstances
of the performance, its nature and the occasion for which it has been commissioned. As this type

of Saw requires performers-to_improvise the words and fone of language, it is a test of a
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performer’s wit and ability. Text typically includes words of invitation, greeting, beseeching
money from audience members, invitation to join the meal or courting women in the audience. It
may describe the nature of the occasion such as a housewarming party, ordination ceremony,

wedding or other celebrations.

Scripted Saw Typical text tells of folk lore or fables. Performers usually prepare this in advance.
Popular text includes the stories of Phra Law, Chao Suvatr and Nang Buakham, Noi Jaiya and
Daovee Kai Noi. Some artists compose original text on such themes as say no to drugs, stop raw-

fish consumption and Aids prevention, (Khamphai Nuping, interview: 2001)

Classification of Saw by Style

As previously mentioned, Saw can be classified according to the cultural zones where it is present.
There are two major styles:

1)Chiang Mai style

The Chiang Mai repertoire comprises several melodic patterns, each one used with specific texts
and feelings. Melodic patterns unique to this style include:

Chiang Mai Introduction, Tang Chiang Mai, is traditionally used for improvised or introductory
paris. Every performance begins with a song in this melodic pattern. The text usually sums up the

theme of the occasion or the performance to follow, such as house-warming or a wish-you-well.

Cha Pu or Chao Pu This melodic pattern is influenced by the traditional vocal music of Maung Pu
in Myanmar’s Shan State. In Saw performances Chao Pu usually follows Tang Chiang Mai
introduction. The text to this melodic pattern either comprises a duet between male and female
performers, tells stories or describes the occasion of the performance. It is the most popular
melodic pattern in the Chiang Mai repertoire. (Somrit Luechai, 27: 1991)

2) Nan Style
The Nan style is as distinctive as that of Chiang Mai. It comprises several basic melodic patterns

all originated in Nan.



usmﬁuﬁ' Toudh Bxclusive Summary / 164

Dad Nan, also known as Long Nan or Dad Long Nan, is traditionally used for introduction. Every
Saw performance of the Nan school begins with a Dad Nan song. This melodic pattern is a
popular choice for ceremonial and festive occasions such as ordination ceremony and house
warming. The most identifiable song in the Nan repertoire, this melodic pattern is known to most
audiences as “Saw Long Nan.”

Lang Lae or Lab Laeng, traditionally follows Dad Nan in a Saw performance. Text usually deals
with Buddhist teachings and lore.

Pan Fai, one of the most popular melodic pattern of the repertoire, was adapted by the late
Chailangka Khruasen, the first Nan native to be consecrated National Artist. The master also
wrote the text for the song, describing the process of cotton farming from ground preparation to
plowing, growing and tending the farm to harvesting, spinning and weaving, ending with the
cotton being brought to market. Pan Fai song is therefore the musical composition that best
reflects the ways of life of the people of Lanna. In performance, the song is also a traditional
crowd-pleaser as performers mime the text along with the singing, sometimes to boistcrous
laughter. Saw Pan Fai has been adopted by contemporary musicians, who wrote new lyrics to the
song, such as Sao Mai, Bao Khoen and Mae E See. (Sirikorn Chaiman, 20: 2000)

2. History of SAW LONG NAN

Documented and individual sources encountered during the course of this research agree the
following account.

The history of Saw Long Nan is interiwined with the history of the town. Historically, three major
towns occupied what is now Nan province, namely: Muang Pua (in what is now Amphoe Pua);
Muang Nan (Amphoe Muang Nan); and Muang Sa (Amphoe Wiang Sa). Of the three, Muang Pua
was the first to be established, by Phya Phukha, who installed himself ruler of Muang Pua or
Varanakhon, in what is now Amphoe Pua.

Phya Phukha had three sons: Phya Kan Muang, Khun Nun and Khun Fong. During a severe
draught, Phya Phukha, after consultation with his sons and advisors, decided to move Muang Pua
south to Doi Phu Phiang (where Wat Phra That Chac Haeng is now sifuated, in Amphoe Muang
Nan). Phya Kan Muang was given the task of spearheading the relocation. As rivers were the
prevalent mode of transportation in those days, Phya Kan Muang had the town rafted down Nan
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River to the new location. The procession comprised seven fleets of rafts fashioned out of whole
logs.

The first carried Phya Kan Muang, his assistants and servants, and the relics of the Buddha
(brought by Phya Phukha from Sukhothai) to be enshrined at Phra That Chae Haeng.

The second fleet carried the court advisors and noblemen.

The third carried members of the clergy, monks and nuns.

The fourth carried lower-ranking officials and village chiefs.

The fifth carried musicians providing live entertainment for the caravan. This research could not
ascertain whether the music and the instruments were indigenous to Lanna.

The sixth carried the townspeople.

The seventh carried a percussion ensemble and singing and dancing people.

The legendary Saw Long Nan is belief to have originated in this last fleet as it travelled down
(long)the Nan River.

Analysis of Melodic Shape and Pattern of Dad Nan

The Syntax of Saw
The syntax of Saw allows for flexibility and creativity. In some lines, the position of the thyming
syllables may vary by as much as two syllables from the conventional pattern. This flexibility

gives performers a measure of creative freedom and leaves room for improvisation.

The Melodic Pattern of Saw

Mode

This researcher’s analysis of the modal structure of Saw based on the study of Dad Nan song
found a melodic pattern based on a hextatonic scale, that is to say, comprising six vocal notes.
Range

Khampai Nuping’s vocal range when performing Saw had the low on E and the high on G.
Structural Pitch

The structural pitch of Dad Nan as measured from the structure and accent of each part (first and

second lines) comprises the following pattern: G AB CDE.
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Melodic shape and melodic direction

Each part of Saw is made up of similarly-structured lines that end on the same note. Variations
may occur if performer cannot find terminal words that end on the appropriate note.

Rhythmic pattern

The rhythmic pattern of Saw consists of continuous repetitions, Some measures @s=Tan)
comprised a series unaccented notes serving as “filling” in the middle, followed by terminal
accented notes.

Formal Structure

The formal structure of Khamphai Nuping’s Saw performance is as followed: Each part (viau)
begins with two 4-measure lines (3339) in melodic pattern A1, followed with two 4-measure lines
in melodic pattern A2. The second, third and fourth measures in each line repeat the same formal
structure of the first measure. This is repeated unil performers reach the end of scripted text or the
appropriate juncture in the party/celebration.

Relationship between Text and Melodic Phrase

Relationship between text and melodic phrase is traditionally fixed at 1 syllable of text to one

note.
Discussion

SAW LONG NAN, A TRADITIONAL VOCAL MUSIC : CASE STUDY OF KHAMPHAI
NUPING aims to study the melodic pattern of Saw and the role of Saw Long Nan in the local
social context. The research focused primarily on melodic pattern; however, it also explored the
instrumental accompaniment and performance characteristics of this Mﬁoml vocal music.
Research results are as follows:

Role and status of Saw Long Nan in the local social context

The study arrived at the following conclusions:

Music Role of Saw Long Nan

Saw Long Nan is a traditional music typically performed on religious and ceremonial occasions
such as ordination ceremony, traditional house-warming and other celebrations. It is also
performed along with traditional dance.
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Social Role

Saw Long Nan is a traditional vocal music of Nan. Its performance at religious and ceremonial
rites has been carried on through generations. It also serves as a medium for disseminating
information, social and ritual norms by interweaving the intended messages into the text.
Accompanying Instruments

An instrumental ensemble traditionally accompanies vocal performers. Traditional instrumental
accompaniment for Saw Long Nan comprises two instruments: 1. Salaw, a violin-like instrument;
2. Pin (Seung), a guitar-like instrument.

Analysis of Melodic Pattern of Saw Long Nan

This study found that Saw Long Nan is based on only one basic melodic pattern, namely Dad Nan,
which is analyzed as followed:

Vocal scale - No fixed vocal scale was identified, as each performer has a different vocal note
value and frequency.

Rhythmic pattern : Saw Long Nan has a distinct, uncomplicated rhythmic pattern.

Miusical Innovation : This study found no significant musical innovation in the genre of Saw Long
Nan. In recent years there have been no new melodic patterns nor changes in the formation of
instrumental accompaniment. The only inventions have involved adoption of contemporary

language or fashionable English vocabulary.

History of SAW LONG NAN

This research believe that Saw Long Nan has its origins in the legend of the relocation of
Muang Nan, during which Saw was performed in the caravan of rafis sailing down Nan River.
Due to the public’s familiarity with the basic melodic pattern of the repertoire, Dad Nan, the song
has become synonymous with Saw Long Nan.
Rituals and Beliefs
Two types of ritualistic beliefs were identified:
Animistic Beliefs and Rituals
Animism was/the predominant religion in Lanna before the arrival of Brahmanism and Buddhism.

This is seen in the following excerpts from traditional homage-paying text:
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«“yishnukarma, teachers’ teachers, first teacher, last teacher, teachers dead and alive, masters and
mentors, Master Loe, Master Dee, Old Master Lan, Master Nawng, Master Tao, etc.”

According to this text, music teachers in the North belong to one of four categories:
Brahman God, in the case, Vishnukarma; ancestral spirits, or teachers’ teachers (khru khao); one’s
late teachers; and one’s living teachers.

Melodic Patterns in Saw Long Nan Only one melodic pattern, Dad Nan, is regularly used in
performance. Other melodic patterns in Saw Long Nan repertoire are far less popular among
performers and are considered of secondary importance.

The Decline of Saw Long Nan

Problem of Classification

The most common problem is the grouping of melodic patterns originated and popularized outside
of Nan province into the Saw Long Nan repertoire. An example of this misrepresentation is the
adoption of the same name for different melodic patterns.

Shortage of Trained Performers

Most Saw performers treat the job as a sideline due to the fall in employment and income from
performance. Most performers have either taken up another career or given up Saw entirely.
Knowledgeable Saw performers are therefore a dying breed, and original artists are indeed very
rare.

Problem of Teaching and Learning Saw

According to Khamphai Nuping (interview: 2001), the problem largely rests on the receiving end,
as young people regard Saw as old-fashioned and obsolete. Very few youngsters are therefore
interested in this traditional art form.

QOutlook of Saw Long Nan

The study found that the audience of Saw Long Nan is made up almost entirely of elderly people,
while the younger generations, especially teenagers, have no interest at all in this performing art. It
is thereforel likely that the audience for Song Long Nan will continue to decline, with the
inevitable results that Saw performers will see their livelihood threatened and eventually give up
their art.
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Suggestions

Research

This researcher has the following suggestions for future research

Study should be conducted of other Saw troupes and of Saw in other cultural zones such as Phrae,
Chiang Rai, Payao and Lampang,

Other genres of traditional vocal music should be explored, such as Khao Joy and its relationship
with Saw, which will not only add to the existing body of knowledge but will also be helpful to
the study of ethnomusicology, local history, Thai music history, Southeast Asian history and the
music history of the Upper North (Lanna).

In addition to the study of existing literature, oral history by the elderly is an interesting method of
studying traditional music of Nan and other Northern provinces.

Preservation and Promotion of Saw

Conservation and promotion of this iraditional performing art can be achieved through a variety of
methods simultaneously, involving various target groups such as:

Academics : Seminars should be held for academics and other art and culture personnel to achieve
better understanding and conceive of ways to conserve and promote this form of traditional vocal
music.

Traditional Musicians : Workshops on Saw should be held for traditional musicians and artists
Music Teachers : Workshops for music teachers are recommended. Some in this group may not
have the ability to perform Saw, but with knowledge and understanding of its attributes they will
be able to propagate this traditional performing art among the young.

Conservation and Promotion Agencies : Art and culture personnel in Nan should be encourage to
study the various melodic patierns of Saw and its traditional instrumental accompaniment.

Art Consumers : Recordings of all the various melodic patterns of Saw should be made available
at affordable prices, so that local musicians can learn from them, and schools can use them in local
music and dance class.

The Media : Feature articles for newspapers and magazines, television documentaries or video
tapes should be made for public release via the appropriate media. Alternatively, information
about Saw Long Nan should be sent to producers of art and culture television programs to

encourage them to produce features about this performing art.
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Information Services : Agencies responsible for promotion of art and culture should be equipped
with information about Saw. This information can be distributed in pamphlet form easily available
to students and other interested parties, as well as to relevant agencies including provincial public
relations offices, provincial tourism associations, hotels and restauranis that cater to tourists. This
latter group could intcgrate Saw into their cultural performance program accompanying khantoke
dinners. The program could include ceremonial processions, fawn leb, fawn pan fai, fon ngaen
dances accompanied by Saw. It is therefore recommended that correct information about Saw be
made available to these operators, so that they could help publicize it to tourists in the form of

background narration to the performance.
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