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The objectiv'e of this study is to understand the social relations of the inhabitants in
the Lanthong suburb community. We seck understanding of the factors that effect these
relationships, the social relations amongst the inhabitants in this suburb community, the local
authority and the inhabitants of nearby communities, the problems in the formation of the
social relations process. The method used in this study was qualitative, using questionnaires,

interview and observation to collect the data.

The study found that the inhabitants in the suburb community have well developed
social interaction patterns. These patterns include the consanguineal kins, the pseudo kins, the
social status relations, the bureaucracy relations, the transitory relations, the representative
relations and the reciprocal relations which define obligations between group members. The
social relations amongst the inhabitants, the local authority and the inhabitants ir: the nearby
communities are the representative relations, the reciprocal relations and the Patron-Client
relations. The chief factors that effect relationships amongst.this group are economic and
related to social status, the physical environment, the policy making instrument of the local
authority and the activity groups of the community. There are problems which reveal
themselves in the formation of the social relations process, these are overpopulation, lack of
time to meet each other, lack of spaé’e for public meetings and low interest to be active

members of their own community.

Itis recommended that the Community Committee should encourage the formation
of various activity groups, develop wasteland to be suitable as a public meeting place, support
activities that can help develop social relations and set up a Soi Committee to let the

inhabitants participate in the development of an active community process.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. Introduction

“House” is one of four factors of human life except food, cloth and medicine. On one
side, house is a building that is constructed for people to live in. On the other side, the style of
house, the proportion and the area can show the reiationship among the occupation, the economic
and social status of the owner.

In Thailand, Bangkok is the center of the development. It has the economic and social
power to attract people to come in for works or education. In the same time, the population has
grown up very fast. Many problems occur in the urban area such as lack of houses and
infrastructure services, the traffic jam, the slum and the pollution etc.

The suburb area has been developed to solve these problems. In this area, it has many
economic activities and convenience transportation like the network of the urban area. People who
want to avoid the urban problems are interested to migrate for living in the suburb area because
they can use less time to éo to the urban area and get the services from the department stores,
banks and hospitals. :

The Lanthong suburb community in Pakkret district, Nonthaburi is the housing estate
to support the living in the suburb area. There are variety of the inhabitants who differentiate in
the economic - social status and the domicile but they have to live together in the community. So
they have to interact with each other for some helps such as guard for safety or handle the
infrastructure service. The civic consciousness is important for living together in their community
and it can be the socialization for membem to live in the society.

The Social Relations of The Lanthong Suburb Community, Pakkret District,
Nonthaburi is the study to understand the social relations of the inhabitants in the suburb
community. The study interested in what are the social relations of the inhabitants in suburb

community and how do they effect to the participation in the community development process.
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2. Objectives

2.1 To study the social relations of the inhabitants in the suburb community.

2.2 To study the factors that effect to these relations.

2.3 To study the social relations among the inhabitants in the suburb community, the
local authority and the inhabitants in the nearby communities.

2.4 To study the problems in the formation of the social relations process.

3. Scope - '

This study concerns to understand the social relations of the Lanthong suburb
community, Pakkret district, Nonthaburi by using the structure and functional theory, the
urbanization theory, the social relations concepts and the housing estate concepts to analyze the

data.

4. Methodology

This study is the qualitative research which has the steps as follow :

'4.1 Before the field research

4.1.1 Reviewed the literature form academic documents to study the theories and
basic information about the social relations of the inhabitants in the housing estate and in the
suburb community.

4.1.2 Set up the conceptual frame work and the steps of the research

4.1.3 Chose the case study

4.1.4 Studied the basic information about Pakkret district and the Lanthong
community, surveyed for recording the house numbers and made the community map.

4.1.5 Set up the key informants.

4.1.6 Made the questionnaire for surveying the basic information of the Lanthong

community such as the inhabitants’ economic-social status, the opinion toward their neighbors etc.



fudfiaineds uminndouiiaa 7.3, (Wansumdne) / 199

‘4.2 Field Research
Distributed 1,086 questionnaires to survey the basic information of the Lanthong
inhabitants and got back 360 sets. Also in-dept interviewed 15 cases, participant and non-

participant observed in the community activities.

4.3 Presentation
Analyzed the data to find the social relations of the Lanthong suburb community

with the related theories and presented the research report.

5. Case Study

The Lanthong Housing Estate is one of thirty-four housing estate in Pakkret
municipality. It locates on Tiwanon Road, the main road that links the community to Bangkok and
other roads in Nonthaburi. The Lanthoné Housing Estate was built in 1986. The dealer used the
name “Lanthong” because the area near the “Mungthong Thani” ,the biggest housing estate in
Pakkret municipality.

Eight months after the construction, the inhabitants could live in their houses. At first,
the target group was the authorities of the Ministry of Defense from the house welfare policy and

sold to other target groups fater.

5.1 The Planing Projects and Housing Construction
The Lanthong Housing Estate covers 244 rais.. There are 1,234 houses that can be
classified in four types: towﬂ house, twin house, single house and commercial building. In the
research time, I found 1,086 families have been living here.
Some houses are accommodated to be the shops such as food shop, tailor shop,

beauty shop, drug store, grocery. They locate on the main and sub roads.
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5.2 The members of the Lanthong Community

S5.2.1 The economic status Most of them are the authorities and the company
officers. They have incomes around 20,001-50,000 baht/month and expenses around 10,001-
20,000 baht/month.

5.2.2 The social status Most of them came from Bangkok and other provinces
(except Nonthaburi province). They have lived here for 11 years because the housing estate have
had the good infrastructure services, the convenience transportation and the nearby economic
activities such as the department stores, banks, markets and theatres.

The trend of their families are the single families with 1-4 members. Some
families are the extended families with 5-8 members. Because of their works, they have to go out
the community on the working day (Monday-Friday), so on that days the house are closed.
However, some families let their grandparents or housekeepers look after their houses. While in
the weekend, the inhabitants always spend the time in their houses but some of them participate in
the activities with their neighbors.

In the Lanthong community have four activity groups as follows:

1) The community committee they were elected by the inhabitants to
handle the infrastructure services and manage the activities in the community.

2) The sub-community Bangpood 6 committee they were elected by the
inhabitants_under the government policy to participate in the development activities with the local
authorities.

3) The elder club it was established by the retired soldiers for meeting
among the elders in the community.

4) The Pae-Tong club it is the sport club. The members are the inhabitants
who live in or near the Lanthong community. They always play together everyday and sometimes

set up the competition with other Pae-Tong club.

5.2.3 The Relationship of the inhabitants in Lanthong community

1) Family and Kinship most families are the consanguine kins but some

of them are the extended families by marring with other inhabitants in the community.
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2) The relationship. among the neighbors They are different in the
economic-social status and the domicile so they live like the individual. However, they form the
community committee to manage the community activities.

Most of them are close with their neighbors by participating in the
community activities. They alway use the kins term to call each other. |

3) The Participation with the local authority They have the community
committee and the sub-community Bangpood 6 committee to be representatives to join the
activities with the local authorities. Sometime the municipal councillor and the memBers of
parliament join the activities in the community so the activity group committees are close with

them.
6. Result

The study found that the housing estate in the suburb area is the development of the
settlement in Thai society to solve the population migration form the urban area. Because the
inhabitants in suburb housing estate are different in the economic-social status and the domicile so

they form the patterns of the social relations for living together as follows:

6.1 The Social Relationship in the Community
6.1.1 The consanguine kins In Thai tradition, kinship is so important and they
always help each other such as the place for living, money. So the kinship live together in one’s
house.
6.1.2 The pseudo kins The inhabitants always meet, go to work together, or work
in the same offices so they are closed their neighbors that show by using the kins term to call each

other.

6.1.3 The social status relationship It is the formal relationship because the
inhabitants are different in the economic-social status and the domicile. They have never met each

other before.
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6.1.4 The formal organization relationship It is the relationship among the
group member because in the group have many members, so the organization structure can specify
the function of the members. It can solve the conflict when they work.

6.1.5 The transitory relationship It shows in 2 types : 1) The inhabitants just
want to join the activity but they are not interested in forming the relations with each other. 2)
They form the relations with each other but it depend on the background of their relations.

6.1.6 The representative relationship There are many inhabitants so they have
to establish the committees to manage the community activities.

6.1.7 The reciprocal relationship It shows in 2 types : 1) The neighbors help

each other. 2) The group activity committees share something among them.

6.2 The Social Relationship among the Inhabitants, the Local Authority and the

Inhabitants in the Nearby Communities

6.2.1 The representative relationship The inhabitants have the sub-community
Bangpood 6 committee to be representative to join the activities with the local authority.

6.2.2 The reciprocal relationship The inhabitants in the nearby communities
depend on the Lanthong community for transporting, parking, buying the products and playing
sports. So sometimes they help the group activities in the Lanthong community such as link the
electric from their house to use in the club office etc.

6.2.3 The patron-client relationship The municipal councilor and the members
of parliament join and help the activities in the. community so the activity group committees are

close with them and have the commitment to support them in election.

6.3 The Factors that Effect to the Social Relationship in the Suburb Community
6.3.1 The economic and social status The inhabitants have to work hard to
improve their quality lives so they have less time to meet their neighbors.
6.3.2 The physical environment of the community Becausé of the privaby and

safety houses, the inhabitants have less opportunity to meet their neighbors.
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6.3.3 The development community policy from the local authority The policy
set up the sub-community committees to manage the activities in the community alone but do not
promote the activities that support the development of relations among the inhabitants.

6.3.4 The activity groups in the community The group committees haye to
manage the activities in the community alone but the inhabitants do not always join the activities

so they have less opportunity to develop the relations with their neighbors.

6.4 The Problem in the Formation of the Social Relations Process in the Suburb

Community ;
The main problems in the formation of the social relations process are as follows:
6.4.1 The community has the great deal of the inhabitants.
6.4.2 The inhabitants have not enough time to meet each other.
6.4.3 The community has not enough the public meeting place.
6.4.4 The inhabitants are not interested in the same activities.
7. Suggestion

7.1 The Sug'gestion for Development the Social Relationship in Short Term
7.1.1 The community committee should encourage the formation of me various
activity groups to attract the inhabitants to meet each other.
7.1.2 Develop the wasteland to be the public meeting place such as play land,

sport field etc.

7.2 The Suggestion for Development the Social Relationship in Long Term
7.2.1 The community committee, the sub-community committee and the local
authority should be interested in the activities that support the development of the social relations.
The activities will stimulate the inhabitants’civic consciousness to handle their community

together.
7.2.3 Set up the soi committee to let the inhabitants participate in the

development community process.
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