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4137642 LCCS/M : MAJOR : CULTURAL STUDIES ; M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)--
KEY WORDS : THAI STUDENT OFFICE /EXHIBITION DESIGH / EXHIBITION OF

CONTENT
SUWANAN KWANTHONG : A STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF THAI STUDENT OFFICE
IN LONDON FOR THE EXHIBITION DESIGN OF SAMAGGI ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL.
THESIS ADVISORS : APINYA BUASUANG, M.A., PORNTHIP USUPARAT, M.A., ATHITAYA
CHANTHAWONG, M.A., PRASONG IAMANAN., M.ARCH. 183 p. ISBN 974-665-015-7

The objective of this research is to study the historical background of the Thai Student Office in
London which include the historical background of Thai education in the Unite< Kingdom, the students’ life and
Thai society in the United Kingdom for the conception of museum’s content at Samaggi association in the Thai

Student office.

The rescarch will be based on the document analysis which used the documents from the National
Archive Department, the Office of Civil Service Commission, the Old England Students Association and
other documents such as the funeral memorial books, the students’ memorial articles , and photographies.
Furthermore, this information will be gaired from interviewing people such as the former Superintendents
in the United Kingdom, the students who was graduated from the United Kingdom and architect to collect

data which lead to the studying of the conception for museum design .

According to the research, it was found that the King was recognized that the education will be. the
major key of the human resource development in Thailand ,for the reason that King Rama V had decided to
send the Princes, Lords, and students to study in the United Kingdom and started to donate the King Scholarship
in the King Rama VI period, and then established the Thai Student office in London in the King Rama VI
period as the authority for educational management in the United Kingdom, in addition to supervise the studying
and finance of Thai students. Consequently it had the first British superintendent , and then it had the Thai
superintendent in 1922 . About the Thai students’ life and Thai society in the United Kingdom, it was found that
as apart from the hardworking in education, was the establishment of Samaggi Association by King Rama VI .
Moreover , the exhibition design is represented the concept of Hall of Fame for the audiences’ understanding of
the historical background of Thai Student Office and also the examples for oversea students in the present to
learning about the hardworking in education and the harmony of the former Thai students
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(British Universities Ranking)

U
Cambridge University
Oxford University
Imperial College
University College London
London School of Economics
University of Edinburgh
London
University of Warsick
University of York
University of Bath
University of Durham
University of Bristol
University of Manchester
University of Southamton
Kings College London
University of Birmingham
Glasgow University
Loughborough University of Technology
University of Sussex
University of St.Andrew
University of Liverpool
University of Sheffield
University of Newcastle
University of Surrey
University of Nottingham

University of Leeds

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

UMIST

Royal Holloway and Bedford New College
University College of Swansea

Brunel University

University of Aberdeen

University of Kent at Centerbury
University of East Anglia

University of Bradford

University of Reading

University of Exeter

University of Leicester

Lancaster University

Queen Mary and Westfield College, London
University of Stirling

University of Strathcylde

Aston University

Heriot-Watt University

. University of Wales College of Cardiff

University of Dundee

University of Essex

Goldsmiths' College, London

City University

The Queen's University of Balfast
University of Salford

St.David's University College, Lampeter

University College of Wales, Aberystway
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53.
54.
55.
56.

57.
58.
59.
60.
6l.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
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(British Universities Ranking) (ﬂ"e))

UAY

Deele University

University of Hull
University of Wales, Bangor
University of Buckingham
WMIMeay  eavw)

Leeds Metropolitan University

University of Ulster

University of Portsmouth

Middlesex University

The Manchester Metropolitan University
Kingston University

University of the West of England
University of Hertfordshire

Coventry University

Oxford Brooks University

Sheffield Hallam University

University of Brighton

University of Central England in Brirminghan
De Montfort University

Liverpool John Moores University

- London Guildhall University

73.
74.
75.
76.
71.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.

University of Northumbria at Newcastle
University of Wolverhampton
University of Westminster

University of Central Lancshire

Napier University

Anglia Potytechnic University
University of Greenwich

University of Plymouth

The Nottingham Trent University

South Bank University

The Robert Gordon University
University of North London

Thames Valley University

University of Sunderiand

University of of Huddersfield

University of Glamorgon, Prifysgol Morgannwg
University of Paisley

Bournemouth University

#1301 : The Timus, Good University Guide 81989113498 noany, 2539 : 25-181 )
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OUAY

Business and Management

1 Bradford

AINEIVIH (The Top Universities by Subject)

10 Aston 16  Kingston
Lancaster Manchester Metropolitan Greenwich
Warwick Sheffield Hallam Hertfordshire
4  Bath 13 Middlesex Heriot Watt
Cardiff Stirling 20  Leeds Metropolitan
Strathclyde Ulster Plymouth
UMIST 22 London Guildhall
8 City Thames Valley
Imperial College * 24 Liverpool IMU
Engineering
1 Imperial 8  Leeds 1S  Bath
2 Cambridge Manchester Cardiff
Oxford Southampton Heriot-Watt
4 UMIST Strathclyde Nottingham
5 Bimingham Surrey Queen's Belfast
Durham Swansea Sheffield
7 Louthborough University College, London 21 New castle
22 Leeds Metropolitan
Plymouth
25  Salford
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MUTNIH (The Top Universities by Subject) (Gl'ﬂ)

DU
Humanities
Oxford 8  Leeds 15 Bath
Cambridge Manchester Cardiff
Edinburgh Southampton Heriot-Watt
St.Andrews Strathclyde Nottingham
5 LSE Surrey Queen's Belfast
Manchester Swansea Sheffield
7  Glasgow University College, London 21 New castle
Plymouth
25 Salford
Languages
1 Cambridge 12 Birmingham 19 Nottingham
Oxford Durham Sheffield
3 Edinburgh 14  East Anglia Swansea
4 Leeds Exeter York
Manchester Swabsea 23 Hull
Queen Mary 17  Lancaster 24 Coventry
Bristol University College Napier
Glasgow London East London
7 Reading
St.Andrews

Sussex
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MUTIVIIT (The Top Universities by Subject) (91'9)

BUAL
Medicine
1 Cambridge 10 Liverpool 17 Queen's Belfast
Oxford 11 Birmingham University of Wales,
University College Bristol College of Medicine
London Nottingham 18 Aberdeen
Southampton Leicester
4 Edinburgh 16 Leeds Sheffield
Glasgow Sheffield
Kings College,
London
Manchester
Newcastle
Sciences
1 Cambridge 1T Leeds 17 Cardiff
Imperial College Leicester Dundee
Oxford Liverpol University College, London
Brimingham St.Andrews Reading
4  Bristol University College, London Sheffield
Manchester Warwick Southampton
Nottingham Sussex )
8  Durham Nottingham Trent
Edinburgh Plymouth
Glasgow Westminster
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AN (The Top Universities by Subject) (A0)

oUAY

Social Sciences

1 LSE10 E&mburgh 19  East Anglia
2 Oxford Glasgow Plymouth
3  Essex Manchester | Stirling
4  Birmingham Sussex Swansea
Warwick 14 Bristol Ulster
6 Bristol Hull 24  Manchester Metropoliam
Cambridge Leicester Middlexex
Lancaster Liverpool
York Nottingham

#1301 : The Times, Good University Guide 8198911 $99& neamy, (2539 : 183-184)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
A STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF THE THAI STUDENT OFFICE IN
LONDON FOR THE EXHIBITION DESIGN SAMAKEE

ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL.

A summary of abstract

The objective of this research is to study the historical background of the Tha: Student Office in London
which include the historical background of Thai education in the United Kingdom, the students’ life and Thai
society in the United Kingdom for the conception of museum’s content at Samaggi association in the Thai
Student office. v

The research will be based on the document analysis which used the documents from the National
Archive Department, the Office of Civil Service Commission, the Old England Students Association and
other documents such as the funeral memorial books, the students’ memorial articles , and photographies.
Furthermore, this information will be gained from interviewing people such as th= former Superintendents
in the United Kingdom, the students who was graduated from the United Kingdom and architect to collect
data which lead to the studying of the conception for museum design .

According to the research, it was found that the King was recognized that the education will be the
major key of the human resource development in Thailand for the reason that King Rama V had decided to
send the Princes, Lords, and students to study in the United Kingdom and started to donate the King Scholarship
in the King Rama VI period, and then established the Thai Student office in Londn in the King Rama VII
period as the authority for educational management in the United Kingdom, in addition to supervise the studying
and finance of Thai students. Consequently it had the first Brifish superintendent , and then it had the Thai
superintendent in 1922 . About the Thai students’ life and Thai society in the United Kingdom, it was found that
as apart from the hardworking in education, was the establishment of Samaggi Asscciation by King Rama VI .
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Moreover , the exhibition design is represented the concept of Hall of Fame for the audiences’ understanding of
the historical background of Thai Student Office and also the examples for oversca students in the present to
learning about the hardworking in education and the harmony of the former Thai students

Introduction

History of Thai education in overseas began since the Sukhothai era. At that time, groups
of monks were sent to study Buddhism in Srilangka and artisans were sent to study the art of
making of ‘Sangkhaloka’ in China. During Ayutthaya period, ng Narai the Great sent students
to learn western culture and technical knowledge in France by traveling along with groups of

ambassadors.

Thai people became more interested in learning language, arts and sciences in the United
Kingdom after the United Kingdom gained victory over China in the Opium War. It was then
during the reign of King Rama III that Siam started to seriously established ambassadorial and
commercial relations with European countries. During the reign of King Rama IV, he had the
policy to urge Thai people to study English from missionaries. Sinc: then, it became more

popular among Thai people to study western culture and language.

Then, in the reign of King Rama V, Thailand was threatened by the Western influence.
The King, therefore, had the policy to speed up the country’s development to be on par with the
western countries, so he decided to send the off springs of high-ranking statesmen to study arts
and sciences in the United Kingdom. It was the first siep of western-style education for Thailand

from which has brought a tremendous benefits to the country later on.

Based on this background, so it is important that we stage an exhibition concerning the
history of Thai education overseas because it has had a huge impact on shaping the Thai society
‘which led to the transformation of the country as a whole. There is no other place better than the
Thai Student Office where the exhibition should be organized as it is the body directly in charge

of the living of Thai students in Europe and is the best resources for such history.
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Materials and Methods

This study is based mainly on qualitative analysis by researching from old documents as

well as analyzing from the remaining ancient evidences.

Basic Data Set

1. Theories and concepts of exhibiting the exhibition

9 Information for the reasons for sending Thai students to abroad during the reign of
King Rama V.

3. Information regarding the historical development of sending Thai students to
overseas from 1842 to 1999.

4. Information on the background of the Civil Service Commission regarding its
responsibility in assisting Thai students in overseas. *

Data Collecting

1. Facts from old documents: this is a basic data collecting as to get an insight into the

history of Thai education overseas. Information is mainly obtained from books, thesis, magazines,

newspaper and so on. Type of information can be classified as follow:

2.

- Documentary information concerning the background of Thai Student Office in the
London

- Evidence from old photo, showing the relation between students and the student
office.

- Evidence from old items

- Evidence from map and floor plan of the building of Thai Student Office.

- Theories and concept ideas about exhibiting an exhibition

Oral history: this information will be gained from interviewing people who were

involved in the history and development of Thai education overseas. They can be classified into

three groups as follow:
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2.1 The example of superintendents in United Kingdom.

Chayathawat ~Srithawat (1989)
- Amon Aramkul (1990)

Suwan Chanasongkram (1993)

Somphot Numpakun (1997)

Phunrung Phunhong (1999)
2.2 The example of students in United Kingdom.

- Vithaya vetchacheeva

Apisit vetchacheeva

Nunphun Anekvanich

Nutchariya Sangsarang
- Aree Lucksanai
2.3 The example of exhibitionists

- Sawan Tangtrongsitthikul

Data Analysis

Based on the historical data analysis, we can categorized the exhibition into three major
topics: historical background of Thai education in overseas, historical background of Thai Student
Office, and the student’s life and society in the United Kingdom. These topics will give an insight
into the exhibits of exhibition. For better understanding, old photo will bz presented together with

the display of ancient items.

Results

The historical development of Thai education in the United Kingkom from 1842-
1999

The prior objective of sending Thai students to study abroad was based on the ground
that the country was in need of skilled and educated people to help develop the country as to be

accepted as a civilized nation.
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The historical development of Thai education overseas can be divided into three periods

as follows:

1. King Rama III — King Rama IV (1842-1868)

During the reign of King Rama III, the United Kingdom gained victory over China in the
Opium War. The King felt the need for western-style education system, thus he carried out the
policy to encourage Thai people to study arts and sciences from the wes:ern counterparts. Since
then, the interest in mod_em education grew more in the Thai society. Then during the reign of
King Rama IV, Thailand started to establish ambassadorial and commercial relations with

western countries by sending Thai students to study abroad.

2. King Rama V — King Rama VI (1868-1925)

During this period, the country was under threat from the western colonialism. King
Rama V thus put more emphasis on educational development by sending offspings of high-
ranking state officials to study abroad. A ‘Royal Student Fund’ was also set up to provide
financial assistance to those sent to study abfoad. Then came the period of King Rama VI, the
country’s economy was in the doomed period but the policy of sending Thai students abroad still
continued. The King set up a committee to specially oversee the country’s budget for overseas

education as well as set the guidelines for each ministry to find suitable person to study abroad.

3. King Rama VII — King Rama IX (1925-1999)

As the number of Thai students in overseas increased, King Rama VII decided to
establish department, whose name was later changed to be the Officc;, of the Civil Service
Commission. It is the unit responsible for providing assistance to Tha: students having oversea

education. Then in 1965, the present monarch—King Rama IX reestablished the ‘royal fund
| project.” He also changed the title of scholarships from ministry-funded scholarships to be Thai

government-supported scholarship scheme.
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Thai Student Office in London

During the beginning of sending off Thai students to study abroad, Thai government-
needed to seek support from the government of those foreign counties to take care of and
develop education program for Thai students. That was long before the establishment of Thai
Embassy in the United Kingdom in 1867 (BE 2410) and the setting up of Office of Civil Service
Commission by King Rama VII in 1927 (BE 2470). Afterwords, the first Thai Student Office in
Europe was established in London. Later in 1955 (BE 2498), during Field Marshal P.
Bhibulsongkram’s government, Thai Student Office separated its office from the Thai Embassy in

the United Kingdom to locate on Prince Gate, London.

In 1897 (BE 2440) western officials were initially employed by Thai government to be
Thai student in London and reported to the Thai Embassy. The first Thai student superintendent
was Mr. James Algernon Brown. Then Col. C.V. Hume and Mr. A. Cecil Carton were in charge
respectively. Later King Rama VI suggested that the position be helc. by Thai national since it
required thorough knowledge of Thai government’s policy and the ccuntry’s needs. In 1922 he
appointed Phayaparotracha to be first Thai national Thai student superintendent in the United
Kingdom. By the time the Ministry of Education took charge of Thai student abroad education, its
three officials: Phayaprichanuson , Phasuwaphunphittayahan and Loun gPhamotchanyaripart were
appointed by King Rama VI to take the post. Later when the Office of Civil Service Commission

was established, high ranking officials were dispatched to take the position in 4 year period each.
Life and Society of Thai Students in the United Kingdom.

One unique characteristic of life and society of Thai students in the United Kingdom, as
apart from the hardworking in education, was the establishment of Unity Society. The Society
was founded by King Rama VI in 1901 (BE 2444) as a forum for Thai students, especially the
younger ones, to get together and attend occasional meetings during school break so that they

could maintain their Thai language speaking and cultural society in exile.
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Each occasional meeting usually took 10 days. Many activities such as sports, stage
performances, debates, ballroom dancing and parties were organized. Unity Society also
published its own periodical, Samakkisarn, to distribute news and information to its members.
Furthermore, its articles were greatly influencial to Thai students’ political thinking and
expession. Some were even chosen to be republished in Thai periodicals in Bangkok. However,
the role of Samakkisarn had changed over time since it gradually lost its popularity among later

Thai students.
Discussion

The study of the exhibition held at Union Society room, Thai Student Office in London
can be divided into:
1. The study of building location and its environment.

2. The analysis of historical contents in comparison to the exhibition contents.
The Study of Building Location and its Environment

The consideration and selection of location and area for the exhibition are appropriate to
present the concept and contents of the show. It can be pointed out that the exhibition venue is
considered the center of Thai history in the United Kingdom and definitely provokes the viewer’s
appreciation in history. The proposition from the surveys can be summarized as follows:

The location of Thai Student Office is easy to reach, by both underground and bus
transportation. Facilities such as power and water supply, telephone ‘1ine and other necessary
services are available. The 294 square meter area of the office provides adequate space. The
office is situated in a row house style building of which the simple design is in harmony with
local Thai culture. Opposite side of the building is Hyde Park. The nearby surroundings are
several important historical sites. All of these serve a magnificent setting.

At present the Thai Student Office in London provides services more than its initial
purposes. It is the node where resting place for Thai people and students in London, support

center as well as check-in/check-out point for Thai students at arrival and departure of the London
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are all situated. The exhibition is organized at the ground floor, in the area along the aisle to
Union Society room. This makes straight line layout which is suitable to provide the continuity of
the show and is appropriate in accommodating visitors. With no confusing direction, the flow of

the presentation could then be achieved and the viewers easily get to the point of the exhibition

contents.

The Analysis of Historical Contents in Comparison to Exhibition Contents

The exhibition reveals that the history of Thai student education in the United Kingdom
initially took root from the awareness of oversea education and the trust in Western knowledge.
This is the opening theme for the viewers to leam The symbolic ancient clock and model of
sailing ship are provided. Then comes the exciting theme - the golden age of Thai student
education in the United Kingdom. The exhibition illustrates the movement reaching its peak by
the time King Rama V sent off his sons, relatives and many scholar students of various ministries
to study in European countries. Finally is the turning point towards the present time, the theme
extensively showcases human heartiness and virtue, full of philosophy and traditional way of life
illustrated by images and poetry. Unity and reflection of Thai nationality are also represented in

this theme.

As for the history of Thai Student Office in London itself, the exhibition demonstrates a
historical record with links to current actual historical events. The show emphasizes the
importance of the Office as the center of supervision, services, support and gathering place for
Thai students in the United Kingdom. The relationship of these qualities is represented by the

symbolic artistic works and the model of student guardian’s office atmosphere.

The exhibition of “the Life and Society of Thai Students in the United Kingdom”
reflects, not merely the studying environment in school, also more other valuable things that had
been seized as life experiences contributing to the students’ potential leadership and uncovering
of their true ability in various fields of development in Thailand, Unity Society activities and

features of Thai students who later took major role in Thailand’s development.
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