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DISTRICT PETCHABURI PROVINCE
AMMARIN RANGPHET : WONG PI MAI MAN : MUSIC IN SEN
CEREMONY OF LAO SONG AT KAOYO!I DISTRICT, PETCHABURI PROVINCE.
THESIS ADVISORS : ANAN SOBREAK B.ED., M.ED., PORNTHIP USUPARAT
B.A.,.M.A., APINYA BUASUANG ,B.A.,M.A,, 106 p. ISBN 974 - 04 - 2038 -9

Wong Pi Mai Man (Pi Mai Man) is music played to accompany the Sen
ceremony of Lao Song. This ceremony is related to the tribe’s tradition in
worshipping “Phi Mod” (the Spirit),which has played an important role in Lao Song
society since the olden days. The objective of the study is firstly, to study the history,
development and musical composition of Wong Pi Mai Man and secondly, to study the
roles of Wong Pi Mai Man in Sen ceremony and in Lao Song society , as well as the
impact caused by social and cultural changes which affect Wong Pi Mai Man.

The study is based on humanities , using qualitative research methods. Data and
information were collected from documents and field surveys by recording videos,
voice, as well as observation and interviews conducted with Mor Mod (witch doctor),
Mor Pi (pipers) and general participants in the ceremony. These materials were used in
analysis and presentations.

The result of this study indicates that Wong Pi Mai Man is a ceremonial music
with a unique characteristic. The band is assembled woodwind instruments only,
without percussion or any other types of instruments. The music is played along
with Mor Mod’s chanting while conducting the Sen ceremony , which is related to
the traditional belief in Mor Mod. It is therefore closely linked with the Lao
Song’s way of life. Its roles and functions serve the people of Lao Song in
boosting mental confidence in both individual and social levels. Wong Pi Mai
Man is used in the ceremony as a means to contact the spirits and with its
performance, the music instigates faith in the people that leads to their confidence
in the successful result of the ceremony. On the social level, Wong Pi Mai Man
is a means to instill moral codes and to control peace in the society through
common belief in spirits. Moreover , it is also used as a symbol of social
hierachy of the Lao Song people. Nowadays, however, the roles of Wong Pi Mai
Man and Sen ceremony has been lessened due to social changes; Lao Song
people have adopted much of townspeople culture and values in their daily life,
causing changes in the traditional way of life, which involves beliefs in Spirits
and Sen ceremony. The attitudes of modern Leo Song people on such beliefs,
therefore, have changed. If the Sen ceremony is neglected, Wong Pi Mai will
inevitably be neglected, too. Thus, in the future, Wong Pi Mai Man might not
remain in Lao Song society. It could, however, remain in a preserved form
without roles and functions to serve the society as it used to in the past.
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Executive Summary
WONG PI MAI MAN : MUSIC IN SEN CEREMONY OF LAO SONG AT
KAOYOI DISTRICT, PETCHABURI PROVINCE.

Purposes of the study on Wong Pi Mai Man : Music in Sen ceremony
of Lao Song at Kaoyoi district. Petchaburi province are to study the musical
composition of Wong Pi Mai Man, and , the roles and function of Wong Pi
Mai Man to Sen ceremony and to the Lao Song people of Khaoyoi district,
Petchaburi province. The student had carried out this study based on the
purposes as mentioned and had summarized the results as follows:

Musical Composition of Wong Pi Mai Man

Wong Pi Mai Man has been brought into Thailand along with the
immigration of Lao Song tribe. Since the past, it is a musical band to be
played during the conduct of Sen ceremony, which is retaed to phi Mod (witch
doctor) that Lao Song people have worshipped. Wong Pi Mai Man is divided
into 2 types, namely, the small band and the big band. The small band
comprises 1 large pipe, 1 small pipe, with Mor Pi, Mor Mod and Mor Sa.
The big band comprises 1 large pipe, 2 small pipes with Mor Pi, Mor Mod
and Mor Sa, and there are 2 more “Mors” to take turn in the ceremony.
Originally, the “the Pi Mai Man “pipe must be made from Mai Man ( man
wood ), which is in the bamboo family, however, due to the rarity of wood,
some Mor Pi has the wood replaced by aluminium pipes with similar sizes.
The measurement of sound level by “KORG”WT 12 used for setting piano
sound resulted that the sound levels are not in one complete octave, that is
the large pipe includes C, D,E,F and G, where the small pipe includes C,D,F
and G. The reason is that the shape, size and holes boring of each pipe differ
according to the making of each Mor Pi, who has inherited the knowledge
non — systematically. The physical characteristics, sound, band assembling and
music playing of Pi Mai Man is considered to be Lao Song’s unique
characteristic in music.

Roles and function of Wong Pi Mai Man in Sen ceremony of Lao Song,
Khaoyoi District, Petchaburi Province

Lao Song people believe the performing of Sen ceremony to worship
the spirts is auspicious and would bang happiness and prosperity to the person
who has been “Sened” and his/her family, During the Sen ceremony. Wong Pi
Mai Man is used as a means to contact with the spirits as well as to create
sacredness to the ceremony according to traditional belief. With its unique
musical characteristic and the performance and the performance.
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Wong Pi Mai Man could guide the feeling of the person being “Sened”
and other participants to follow the ceremony being conducted by Mor Mod.
While Mor Pis play their pipes and Mot Mod is chanting or the travel to
different places in order to contact with the spirits or to bring back the lost
“Kwan” ( personal sprit of confidence), the person being “Sened” feels that he
or she is following the journey or taking part in the events. Thus, the sound
of pipes and the chanting which carry on throughout the ceremony is
comparable to vehicle that brings Mor Mod and the person being “Sened” to
see the spirits and bring then back to the world of reality. Besides, the simple
performance and musical composition is easily comprehensible, complemented
with daily anguage used in Mor Mod’s chanting that guide and persuade the
person being “Sened” and the participants to follow the ceremony emotionally,
therefore, faith and sacredness is instigated in the feelings of all who
participate.

Role and Function of Wong Pi Mai Man to Lao Song Society in Khaoyoi
District, Petchaburi Province

Wong Pi Mai Man and Sen ceremony have seved the Lao Song
people’s mental needs based on the belief in spirits, which have controls and
instill good behavior in Lao Song society since the past. Sen ceremony and
Wong Pi Mai Man have served the Lao Song people in solving various crisis
in their lives, such as frequent illness in the household, quarrels in the family,
or bad economic situations. The abatement of difficulties and new progress
into peaceful life is satisfactory to the person being “Sended and his/her
family, thus, their hope is restored. Wong Pi Mai Man is a symbol of social
hierarchy of Lao Song people. Although the strictness on Social hierarchy has
almost lost in Loa Song society nowadays, it is always observed in Sen
ceremony. Therefore, from past to present, Wong Pi Mai Man has roles and
functions to serve the people’s needs in mental confidence which boost the
morale in the people’s ways of life.

Wong Pi Mai Man and Social Evolution of Lao Song. Khaoyoi District,
Petchaburi Province

Lao Song of Khaoyai, Petchaburi of day have a very different way of
living from the past. They have social and cultural contracts with townspeople
and have been supported in development of living quality from the government
more than ever. Thus , the development and changes towards urbanism and
management based on government policy have caused changes in the traditional
social structure which has been based on social cooperation . The belief in
spirits, which used to play important roles in control and formation of social
relationship through the conduct of Sen ceremony has begun to be neglected
because social members here to devote more time on making their livings.
When Sen ceremony is-neglected: , Wong, Pi Mai, Man ;, which (s, an impotent
element in the ceremony also’ loses its role to the society.
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Moreover , the strictness on beliefs and behavior to Pi Mai Man
expressed by Mor Mod and Mor Pi makes the modern Lao Song people feel
that it is a forbidden and high matter , until they have no courage to make
part in it, causing its loss of importance , eventually. This is the main cause
that there is no one in modern Lao Song society who inherits the knowledge
of being Mor Mod or Mor Pi. Although there are certain famillies who have
conducted, The ceremony to adopt Phi Mod , but it is merely the ceremony to
make a worship. No one learns to be Mor Mod and Mor Pi, Wong Pi Mai
Man may completely be lost from Lao Song society in Khaoyoi, Petchaburi
forever. On the other hand , the future conduct of Sen ceremony may have to
be carried out without Wong Pi Mai Man anymore.

Discusion on Study Results

From the summary of the study results as mentioned, it is concluded
that Wong Pi Mai Man has been played along with the Lao Song history for
a long time. it has a unique musical characteristic and has played an important
role the Lao Song society in serving the people’s basic mental needs on both
individual and social levels. The performance of Wong Pi Mai Man, created by
Lao Song ancestors and the process of Sen ceremony, have important context
that is meant to be leamned and followed by their descendants in their ways of
living. It is a scheme that the forefathers have devised in order to control the
society to be in peace. Therefore, the performance of Wong Pi Mai Man is a
means to conserve the philosophy memories of their ancestors principles and
culture of Lao Song to live on with the society.

From the concept and theory of functional humanism , it is known that
everything in the society has its function to serve human needs. The formation
and existence of behaviors must be based on roles and functions which are
useful in supporting the society. These functions are determined and changed
to follow collective needs of social members, which are in accordance with the
belief of sprits the were created by the Lao Song ancestors, and determined to
play a role in supporting the society’s mental which lead to the existence of
the society. Morecover, Wong Pi Mai Man is an important element in the
expression of the ceremony, which is related to the lives and social structure of
Lao Song. It also has a role on reflecting, or expressing the value of a long
held tradition, which has made the Lao Song society survive all along

Nowadays, Lao Song’s way of living has change. However, the changes
have mot occurred only to the Lao Song society, but to almost every tribes in
Thailand that have been affected from modern social and cultural development.
The Lao Song people have adapted themselves to follow the change of every
facet of the society, thus, there occurs gaps in the multi — dimensional
relationship of the society, especially those concerning the rituals and beliefs.
This has been a cause of distancing among social members, making them pay
less attention to each other and to the:society.  When - the! social relations are
reduced in intensity, the” activities' are 'also neglected, especially the ceremony.
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Wong Pi Mai Man, which used to play importan{ roes in teaching the
philosophy and concept, as well as telling tales of the people’s history, has lost
its roles.

The strictness of inheritance of Pi Mai Man causes no inheritance.
However, although the Lao Song people in the future may still believe in
spirits and carry out the Sen ceremony to worship them, the style of the
ceremony may have to be changed. This is because the roles and function of
Wong Pi Mai Man in teaching are replaced by modem education provided by
the government based on the National policy on Education, which is an
education based on the value of modern urbanism. In the future, when this
generation of Mor Mod and Mor Pi is gone. Wong Pi Mai Man may remain
only its name to be remembered by the Lao Song descendants.

Suggestions

From the study, Wong Pi Mai Man : Music in Sen ceremony of Lao
Song at Kaoyoi district, Petchaburi province, the student wishes to give
suggestions as follows;

This study is emphasized on the music played in the ceremony based
on the beliefs in spirits only, however, in Lao Song society, there other kinds
of music used in other aspects such as “Kan”which is play for entertainment.
This is also interesting and should be studied to leam its relationship with the
Lao Song people. Both in the past and in the present.

Lao Song is a race which is scattered in many provinces in central
Thailand. The Lao Song of each area have traditions and culture which cenved
from the same source, therefore , there should be studies on cultural relationship
and linkage of Lao Song in different areas, as well as the present social and
culture changes of the present day Government organizations and other
organization concerned should support the studies on means and implementation
on conservation , revitalization, and preservation of traditions and culture of
Lao Song which are being lest, especially Wong Pi Mai Man to remain with
the Lao Song descendants. This should include promotion to the outer societies
to learn and understand the Lao Song better which lead to a peaceful living
together- in Thai Society.





