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This thesis is a study on how humor is presented in English jokes and translation
techniques in the Thai version of Reader’s Digest. This study is based on 6 departments of
jokes from the August issue of 2000 to the February issue of 2001: 1) Life is Like That 2) All
in a Day’s Work 3) Laughter, The Best Medicine 4) Humor in Uniform 5) Campus Comedy,
and, 6) Virtual Hilarity.

According to the study, sense of humor in English is introduced through violations
of conversational maxims; overexaggeration, too much or too little information, irrelevance

and ambiguity.

It was found that the translator employs translation adjustments, both at the level of
word and sentence, to solve difficulties that emerge in the translation process. Moreover, the
adjustment technique is also used to make the sense of humor in the English version relevant in

the Thai cultural context.

Sense of humor in the Thai version is directly dependent upon using appropriate
translation methods and knowledge of the structure of the English version and its cultural
context. Where the translator cannot maintain the meaning of the English or communicaté the
joke, he is able to employ adjustment techniques in order to highlight the sense of humor and

modify the meaning of the joke.
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Visiting Australia, a Texas rancher strikes up a conversation with a local man who
raises cattle. The Texan brags that his spread is far larger than the Australian’s, and his cattle are
twice the size of the ones raised down under. Then the Texan sees a herd of kangaroos in the
distance. “What are those?” he asks.
The Aussie says, “Don’t you have grasshoppers in Texas?”
o Qs o 4 a
dhveshsuanigmndaliifiersemaside Wudweshivyeeadisiugy
T o j’ { 1 @ o 1 1 Qs o’:
Tanannuay laaduiwhinvesuiufinhaluginh dgdaifnnnifeaeai siulariu
o & a & 1 v W 1%
finden liiiusa1dgenilanszTan T agauq “fudezls” Tawannmndaaiy
= v > A o 14
g1eeadasu “anuay’ls imndalifivse”

TWIITTS 2543; 11: 63



o LS =3 ar o @ & @
Tadiainends urn1Imeasuran itip (mmuaz'mmﬁssumamséamsnmzmswmm) /39

o 1 &
AIBVEN 2

Frequently traveling for work. I usually stay in a bed and breakfast rather than a hotel.
When I arrived at one place on the west coast of Florida, I still had on my prescription sunglasses
as I entered the foyer.

I didn’t see the step down into the reception area and lost my footing, colliding with a
nearby piano. As I pushed myself up from the keyboard, the proprietor remarked, “I see you play
the piano about as well as I do!”
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Faechafi 3

I placed my items on the conveyor belt at the checkout counter of the grocery store:
broccoli, cauliflower, a vegetable dip, along with a six-pack of beer and a bottle of wine. Since I
looked every bit of my 32 years, I thanked the cashier for the compliment when she asked for my
ID.

The woman behind me, who obviously had kids at home since her cart was full of
sugar-coated cereal, said to the cashier, “Any guy old enough to buy brocceoli and cauliflower by
himself is old enough to buy beer.”
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A tourist travelling through rural Canada came across a man chopping a huge pile of

wood outside his cabin. When asked why, the man said, “You see that Indian up there on the hill?

He’s sending smoke-signals warning of a hard winter.”
Climbing up the hill the tourist asked the Indian, “How do you know we are in for a
hard winter?”

“You see that white man at the bottom of the hill?” replied the Indian. “He’s chopping

up plenty of logs ready for it.”
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Feehaft 5
I entered military service in 1959. During Weapons Instruction the instructor asked,
“The enemy is 400 yards away, your rifle has a range of 200 yards. What do you do?”
“Shoot twice, sergeant,” came the unthinking answer from the back of the room.
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My kids love going to the Web, and they keep track of their passwords by writing

them on Post-it notes. I noticed their Disney password was “MickeyMinnieGoofyPluto” and asked

why it was so long.

“Because,” my son explained, “they say it has to have at least four characters.”
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I’'m a captain with a major airline, and I routinely monitor the flight attendants’
announcements while taxiing to the gate. Impatient passengers often stand up and attempt to dash
forward before we arrive. Once, instead of the usual terse voice reminding people to remain in

their seats, I heard the attendant declare, “In_the history of our airline, no passenger has ever

beaten the aircraft to the gate. So, ladies and gentlemen, please remain seated.”
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Soon after graduating from collage, I took a job as a home health worker in the rural
foothills of North Carolina. One day I asked a client for directions to my next patient’s home.
A family member told me to travel down Old Route 6 until I saw a dog and a red truck. He then
instructed me to turn at the next right.

“But what if the dog and the truck aren’t there?” I asked.

“You still turn right,” he replied.
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Faeehaft 9

Our brigade was on a field training exercise at CFB Petawawa, Ontario, when
the commander and some headquarters staff left by helicopter to visit the artillery. On the way,
they spotted a moose. When they returned to headquarters, one of the officers mentioned
the sighting to the chief of the staff, an avid hunter. “Was it male or female?” he asked.

“I don’t know,” the officer replied. “We flew over it, not under it.”
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Faeehaft 10

“When I press my forehead with my finger, it really hurts,” a patient complained to his
doctor.

“And when I do the same to my cheek, it’s also painful. Even if I press on my stomach,
1 suffer. What can it be?”

Stumped, the physician sent a patient to a specialist.

The man returned to his doctor the following week. “What did the specialist say?”
the doctor asked.

“I have a broken finger.”
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Two widows in Florida are curious about the new condo resident: a quiet, nice-looking
gentleman. One of the women says to the other, “Go find out a little about him. He looks so
unhappy.” Later the woman walks up to the newcomer at the pool and asks why he looks so sad.

“I just spent 20 years in prison,” the man replies.

“What for?” asks the woman.

“For strangling my third wife.”

“QOh, dear,” she says. “What happened to your second wife?”

“I shot her.”

“And your first?”

“We had a fight and she fell off a ten-story building.

“The woman then looks over to her friends and calls out, “Yoo-hoo! I've got good
news. He’s single.”
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Faeehafi 12

One afternoon, a young man who was an avid golfer had a few hours to spare. He
figured that if he played quickly, he could squeeze in nine holes before heading home. Just as he
was about to tee-off, an elderly gentleman shuffled onto the tee and asked if he could accompany
him as he, too, was playing alone. The young man agreed and to his surprise, the elderly man
played quickly.

Finally they reached the ninth fairway and the young man had a tough shot — there was
a large pine tree directly between his ball and the green. The young man was considering how to
hit the shot, when the other man said, “When I was your age, I'd hit the ball right over that tree.”

Accepting the challenge, the younger man swung hard and hit the ball smack into the
top of the tree trunk. It thudded back on the ground not far from where it originally lay.

“Of course,” the elderly man continued, “when I was your age, that pine tree was only
a meter tall.”
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Faeehaf 13

A customer at Green’s gourmet grocery marveled at the proprietor’s quick wit and
intelligence: “Tell me, Green, what makes you so smart?”

“] wouldn’t share my secret with just anyone,” Green replied, lowering his voice so the
other shoppers wouldn’t overhear. “But since you’re such a good and faithful customer, I'll let you
in on it. It’s fish heads. Eat enough of them and you’ll be absolutely brilliant.”

“Really? Do you sell them hear?”

“Sure. Only $4 apiece,” Green said. The customer bought three, but returned a week

later complaining that the fish heads were disgusting and he wasn’t any smarter.
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“You didn’t eat enough,” Green explained. So the customer bought 20 more fish heads.
Two weeks later he returned and said angrily, “Hey, Green. You’re selling me fish heads for
$4 each— I can buy a whole fish for $2. You’re ripping me off.”
“Seel” Green said. “You’ve gotten much smarter already!”
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dredan 14
While making rounds, a doctor points out an X-ray to a group of interns. “As you can

see,” she says, “the patient limps because his left fibula and tibia are radically arched. Michael,

what would vou do in a case like this?”

“Well,” ponders the intern, “I suppose I’d limp too.”
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Faeehai 15

Both my fiancé and I are in our 40s. I thought it was both amusing and touching when
he assumed the classic position to propose me—down on one bended knee.

“Are you serious?” I asked, laughing.

“Of course I’m serious,” he said. “I’'m on my bad knee.”
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deehafl 16
“What’s taking so long?” shouted an exasperated golfer as he waited for his partner to
line up his tee shot.
“My wife is watching me from the clubhouse,” explained the other man. “This needs
to be a perfect shot.”
“Forget it,” said the golfer. “You’ll never hit her from down here.”
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dreehai 17
Giving a sermon one Sunday, I heard two teenage girls in the back giggling and
disturbing people.
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I interrupted my sermon and announce sternly, “There are two of you here who have

not heard a word I’ve said.” That quieted them down.

When the service was over, I went to greet people at the front door. Three adults
apologized for going to sleep in church, promising it would never happen again.
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Faethaft 18

Recently I read an ad for a popular shampoo that said “Dare to do new things in the
shower,” I though it would be cute to put this suggestion on the inside of the shower door that
evening for my husband, Garry.

While he was in the bathroom, I waited for his reaction, When he finally came out,
Garry handed me the note and declared, “Okay, I cleaned the shower walls like you wanted.”
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Fethaft 19

Lou had a miserable cold and went to see his doctor who prescribed some pills. They
didn’t help. On lou’s next visit the doctor gave him shot, but that didn’t do any good either. On his
third visit told Lou to go home, take a hot bath, open the window and stand there naked and
soaking wet.

“But doc,” Lou protested, “I’1l get pneumonia!”

“Ppneumonia,” the doc replied, “I can cure.”
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Favena 20

A handsome man accidentally bumped into a woman on the street.

“I’m so sorry,” he apologized.

“That’s quite all right,” the woman replied. “You know,” she added with a smile, “you
look just like my fifth husband.”

“Wow,” said the man. “How many times have you been married?”
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fapehan 21
Two friends meet in the street:
“What’s wrong, Roland?”

“1 found two 100 franc notes in the bus.”

“And you’re not happy about it?”

“Actually, someone else saw them at the same time, so I had to share them.”

“A hundred francs each. That’s not bad!”
“No it’s not, but when I got home, I realized it was me who lost the 200 francs in the

first place!”
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Faeehafi 22

A private eye is rendering accounts with a client, “As per instructions, I’ve been
following your husband since last night. First he bought gifts, then he went to a restaurant, after
that he showed up at a bar, later on at a disco and, finally, at a hotel.”

“That creep! And what do you suppose he was doing in all those places?”

”’

“I’m not sure, ma’am, but I think he was following you!
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Feehadt 23

A highway was built through our community. The noise was unbearable, especially at
our Little League field, where we couldn’t hear coaches or umpires. Some people in town
suggested building sound barriers, so the highway department scheduled a public hearing.

I represented the Little League and stood up to give my presentation. I outlined how
the noise affected our games, and ended by telling officials the only time it was quiet enough to
play ball was between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.

One official eyed me skeptically and asked, “I don’t understand. Traffic is the heaviest
between four and six.”

“You’re right,” I replied. “That’s when it isn’t moving.”
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deehafi 24

I grew up in the Midwest, and very unsure of myself when I went to take the road test
for my driver’s license. The examiner was a woman who said nothing to me the entire time,
except for giving terse instructions to turn left, right and parallel park.

When we turned to the parking lot she looked at me. “I'm going to give you your

license,” she said. “But don’t ever ask to borrow my car.”
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When a certain couple went to bed after watching “Who wants to be a Millionaire” on
TV, the husband was in an amorous mood. He asked his wife if she wanted to do something about
it. She said no. “Is that your final answer?” he asked.

“Yes.”

“Well, then,” the husband replied, “I think I’d like to call a friend.”
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Our brigade was on a field training exercise at CFB Petawawa, Ontario, when the
commander and some headquarters staff left by helicopter to visit the artillery. On the way, they
spotted a moose. When they returned to headquarters, one of the officers mentioned the sighting
to the chief of the staff, an avid hunter. “Was it male or female?” he asked.

“I don’t know,” the officer replied. “We flew over it, not under it.”
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The manager of a megastore came to check on his new salesman, “How many
customers did you serve today?” the manager asked.

“One,” replied the new guy.

“Only one?” said the boss. “How much was the sale?”

The salesman answered, “$58,334.”

Flabbergasted, the manager asked him to explain. “First I sold a man a fishhook,”
the salesman said. “Then I sold him a rod and reel. Then I asked him where he was planning to
fish, and he said down the coast. So I suggested he’d need a boat—he bought that 20-foot
runabout. When he said his Volkswagen might not be able to pull it, I took him to the automotive
department and sold him a big SUV.”

The amazed boss asked, “You sold all that to a guy who came in for a fishhook?”
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“No,” the new salesman replied. “He actually came in for a bottle of aspirin for his

wife’s migraine. I told him, ‘Your weekend’s short. You should probably go fishing.’”
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Every morning a man passed by a house and saw a woman hitting her husband over
the head with a French loaf. One day, though, he saw the woman was using fruitcake instead of
bread, he was curious and knocked on the door of the house.

“Don’t you usually beat your husband with a French loaf?” he asked the woman when
she answered the door.

“Yes,” she replied. “But it’s his birthday today.”
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My kids love going to the Web, and they keep track of their passwords by writing
them on Post-it notes. I noticed their Disney password was “MickeyMinnieGoofyPluto” and
asked why it was so long.

“Because,” my son explained, “they say it has to have at least four characters.”
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When I signed up with an Internet provider, I was asked to select a password, but
every word I picked had already been chosen by someone else. After nearly 30 minutes of
frustration, I typed, “I give up.”

My provider’s reply: “Password already in use.”
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Alice and Ted went snowboarding, and Ted brought along a quart-size thermos. Alice
had never seen one, and asked what it was.

“It’s a thermos,” replied Ted. “The guy at the store told me it’s used for keeping hot
things hot and cold things cold.”

" “Sounds great,” said Alice. “What do you have in it?”
“Three coffees and a Popsicle.”
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As an area manager for a major weight-loss company, I drive a company car. Both
sides of the vehicle carry the company’s name and toll-free number in large print. I was pumping
gas when a woman came up to me, looking astonished. “Wow!” she exclaimed. “How much
weight did you to lose to get that 7”
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daehaf 33

Suffering with a herniated disk in his back, my husband told his cousin that a well-
respected doctor was treating him. His cousin asked the name of the doctor, and on hearing it, he
replied, “I never heard of him—that’s good sign.”
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The cousin is a medical-malpractice attorney.
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When I managed a chemical plant, I instituted a rule that there would be no playing
games on our computers. So I wouldn’t be a hypocrite, I had an information technologist get rid
of the games on my laptop. Therefore I was surprised to find my grandson playing
solitaire on it one weekend. I asked if he had loaded the game. “No,” he answered, “it was already
there. It was just hidden—taken off the main menu.”

On Monday I chided our information technologist for not getting rid of the game.
“But,” he explained, “I thought I just had to keep it away from you—not from a nine-year-old!”
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Faethafi 35

What if people bought cars the way they buy computers. A conversation on GM’s
helpline might sound something like this:

Helpline: “How can I help you?”

Customer: “I got in my car and closed the door, and nothing happened.”

Helpline: “Did you turn the key in the ignition?”

Customer: “What’s an ignition?”
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Helpline: “It’s a starter mofor that draws current from your battery and turns over
the engine.”
Customer: “Motor? Battery? Why do I have to know all these technical terms just to
use my car?”
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daeehaft 36

My daughter and her husband were with us on vacation in Las Vegas, staying in
a posh new hotel. As we were lounging by the pool, my son-in-law, whose company builds home
in the Phoenix area, used his cell phone to try to reach his salesman.

After several unsuccessful attempts, he called his office. “Tell me something,” we
heard him said. “Am I the only one working today?”
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Soon after graduating from college, I took a job as a home health worker in the rural
foothills of North Carolina. One day I asked a client for directions to my next patient’s home.
A family member told me to travel down Old Route 6 until I saw a dog and a red truck. He then
instructed me to turn at the next right.

“But what if the dog and the truck aren’t there?” I asked.

“You still turn right,” he replied.
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Faeehaft 38

A highway was built through our community. The noise was unbearable, especially at
our Little League field, where we couldn’t hear coaches or umpires. Some people in town
suggested building sound barriers, so the highway department scheduled a public hearing.

I represented the Little League and stood up to give my presentation. I outlined how
the noise affected our games, and ended by telling officials the only time it was quiet enough to
play ball was between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.

One official eyed me skeptically and asked, “I don’t understand. Traffic is the heaviest
between four and six.”

“You’re right,” I replied. “That’s when it isn’t moving.”
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Feehaft 39

Donna was celebrating her 40" birthday, and friends planned a surprise party at a
restaurant. They picked up Donna and, as a practical joke, told her they were taking her to a male
strip show. When they arrived at the restaurant, they made sure she was the first to walk in. Two
seconds later she ran out.

“What’s wrong?” asked one of her friends.

“I can’t do it,” Donna said. “My mother is in there!”
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¢iaeenaN 40
Assistant: “Mr. Mayor, here is the list of people who are dissatisfied with your
government.”
Mayor: “Is it in alphabetical order?”
Assistant: “Yes, sir. It is the town’s telephone directory.”
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dethadl 41

An acquaintance of mine had a small leak under her kitchen sink. Begin a creative
type, she came up with a novel solution. She pulled out a super-absorbent diaper and wrapped it
around the pipe. Her gimmick worked like a charm, but the diaper had to be changed twice a day.

A few days later the woman got a call from a plumber. “Yes, I would like to talk with
you,” she told him, “but would you mind waiting a minute while I change the diaper on my
kitchen drain?”

After a long silence, the plumber asked if he could call back later. He never did.
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dethati 42

Often on overseas flights, | see passengers sleep through the entire trip. On one flight
from Rome to Atlanta, the meal was postponed because the plane hit some turbulence. When
the attendants were finally able to resume service, I noticed that one sleeping passenger had
scribbled a note on his cocktail napkin and attached it to a button on his shirt. The note read:
“Will wake for food.”
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feenail 43
As an area manager for a major weight-loss company, I drive a company car. Both

sides of the vehicle carry the company’s name and toll-free number in large print. I was pumping

gas when a woman came up to me, looking astonished. “Wow!” she exclaimed. “How much
weight did you lose to get thar?”
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fi0eeh 44

Recently I read an ad for a popular shampoo that said “Dare to do new things in the

shower,” I though it would be cute to put this suggestion on the inside of the shower door that
evening for my husband, Garry.
While he was in the bathroom, I waited for his reaction. When he finally came out,
Garry handed me the note and declared, “Okay, I cleaned the shower walls like you wanted.”
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Faeehaft 45

Both my fiancé and I are in our 40s. I thought it was both amusing and touching when
he assumed the classic position to propose me—down on one bended knee.

“Are you serious?” I asked, laughing.

“Of course I’m serious,” he said. “I’m on my bad knee.”
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daethaft 46
All soldiers assigned to the 6" Infantry Division at Fort Greely, Alaska attend the

week- long Arctic Light Infantry Training Course. As the survival instructor, I start my class by
passing out baked grubs to demonstrate that even bugs can be eaten in an emergency. I noticed
one of the soldiers placing her baked grub in her pocket. After class, I called her over and
demanded to know why she hadn’t eaten her grub as everyone else had. She replied, “I’m saving it
for an emergency, like you taught us.”
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Faeehaf 47

George dies and goes to hell. He notices one sign that says “Capitalist Hell,” and
another that says

“Qocialist Hell.” There’s a long line of souls waiting for socialist hell, but no one
waiting to get into capitalist hell. George asked the guard, “What do they do to you in socialist
hell?”

“They boil you in oil, whip you and then put you on the rack,” says the guard.

“And what do they do to you in capitalist hell?” George asks.

“Same thing,” replies the guard.

“Then why is everybody in line for socialist hell?”

“Because in socialist hell,” the guard explains, “they’re always out of oil, whips and
racks.”
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“I think my wife’s going deaf,” Joe told their doctor.

“Try to test her hearing at home and let me know how severe her problem is before
you bring her in for treatment,” the doctor said.

So that evening, when his wife was preparing dinner, Joe stood 15 feet behind her and
said, “What’s for dinner, honey?” No response. He moved to ten feet behind her and asked again.
No response. Then he stood five feet in back of her and tried again but still got no answer.

Finally, he stood directly behind her and asked, “Honey, what’s for supper?”

She turned around. “For the fourth time—I said chicken!”
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For their first anniversary, a man buys his young wife a cell phone. She is thrilled and

listens eagerly as he explains all its features. The next day she is out shopping when the phone

rings.
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“Hi, honey,” her husband says. “How do you like your new phone?”

“Oh, I just love it!” she gushes. “It’s so cute and small—and your voice sounds so
clear. But there’s just one thing I don’t understand.”

“What’s that?”

“How did you know I was at Wal-Mart?”
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Feehaft 50

My 21-year-old daughter, Jamie, landed an internship with a prestigious engineering
firm in the city. I was proud, but worried about her finding a place to park on her first day, so I
asked her to call when she got settled. “Mom, I can’t do that,” she said. “I don’t even know if I’ll

have my own desk, let alone be able to phone.”
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“Nonsense,” I replied. “You’re a capable young professional in a very demanding
field. You’ll have to speak up and take charge. Just march up to your boss and tell him you have
to call your mother.”
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Our black Iabrador, Ralph, was being trained by my husband, Bob, to retrieve ducks.
Bob accomplished this by tying duck feathers to the sticks he threw into the water and having
Ralph retrieve them. Finally they were ready for the first hunt. They were gone all day.

When they arrived home, I asked how Ralph had performed. Bob sheepishly admitted
that while he had to retrieve the ducks, Ralph had brought back every stick in the water.
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There was a long-standing practice at our hospital in Virginia that physicians with
a rank of major or above did not have to rotate through nighttime emergency-room duty. A new

commanding officer, however, issued an order that all physicians, regardless of rank must take ER
call.
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On his first night of emergency-room duty, our pathologist, a major, had to see a
colonel’s wife who was complaining of abdominal pain. “I’ll try to evaluate you as best as I can,”
he said after introducing himself. “But I must inform you that you are the first living patient I've
seen in fifteen years.” .
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After weeks of getting cold shoulder from his wife, the unhappy husband finally

confronted her: “Admit it, Linda. The only reason you married me is because my grandfather left
me $10 million.”

“Don’t be ridiculous,” she replied. “I don’t care who left it to you.”
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Visiting Australia, a Texas rancher strikes up a conversation with a local man who
raises cattle. The Texan brags that his spread is far larger than the Australian’s, and his cattle are
twice the size of the ones raised down under. Then the Texan sees a herd of kangaroos in the
distance. “What are those?” he asks.

The Aussie says, “Don’t you have grasshoppers in Texas?”
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draechafi 55

One morning Gloria’s neighbor noticed that she had made several trips out to her
curbside mailbox, even though the mail usually comes in the late afternoon.

When Gloria headed for her mailbox yet again, the neighbor asked, “Expecting a

99

special delivery
“No,” Gloria replied. “My computer keeps telling me I’ve got mail.”
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Stopping at a restroom at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, I paused to read the
graffiti. One item, written in very small letters, was positioned far forward on the left wall in a
stall.
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When I leaned forward, I could just make it out. It read “You are now at a 45-degree
angle.” .
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The building-supply outlet where I work caters a lot of military personnel. One time an
Army officer asked about purchasing some replacement elements for electric ranges. He was very
specific in describing the wattage, and then he bought almost our entire stock. Since he had piqued
my curiosity, I asked him why he was buying so many.

“Target practice,” he responded. “They’re for heat seeking missiles.”
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¢freehed 58

A drummer was tired of being told that ‘anyone can play the drums’ and decided to
take up some real instruments.

Walking into a music shop, he said to the assistant, “T’1l take that red frumpet over
there and the accordion in the corner.”

“Okay,” replied the confused assistant. “You can have the fire extinguisher, but the
radiator’s got to stay.”
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Hired by a bank as a personal trainer, ] was supposed to make fitness a part of the

workday routine. During one session, I told my students to lean against the bank lobby’s walls and
instructed them on how to stretch their hamstrings. A short time later I was shocked when several
policemen stormed through the doors. A passer-by had seen the people facing the wall and
assumed I was robbing the bank.
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During a routine companywide drug screening, a co-worker was sent into the
bathroom with a plastic cup, while the attendant dutifully stood guard outside. She waited
patiently for several minutes, until she knocked on the door.

“Are you all right in there?”

From within, a timid voice responded, “Don’t I at least get a magazine or something?”

“No,” said the nurse, without blinking. “It’s not that kind of test.”
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A convict proposes the following to his lawyer: “If I get five years in prison I’ll pay
you a thousand bucks; three years, I’ll pay you two thousand, and if I only get one year, three
thousand.

After the trial, the lawyer tells the client: “I got you one year, so you owe me three
thousand dollars. And listen, we got really lucky! They almost acquitted you!”
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A desperate voice calls the police by phone: “Help, come quickly! A cat has just
entered my house!”

“A cat? Don’t be afraid. There’s not need to worry about a cat.”

“Please! It’s a tragedy!”

“To whom am I speaking?”

“It’s the parrot!”
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While making rounds, a doctor points out an X-ray to a group of interns. “As you can
see,” she says, “the patient limps because his left fibula and tibia are radically arched. Michael,
what would you do in a case like this?”

“Well,” ponders the intern, “I suppose I’d limp too.”
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Faeehafl 64

The phone rings at the synagogue office. “Hello, is this Rabbi Schwartz?” the caller
asks.

“It is.”

“This is the Internal Revenue Service. We wonder if you can help us.”

“P1l try.?

“Do you know a Herman Cohen?”

“I do.”

“Is this man a member of your congregation?”

“He is.”

“Did he donate $10,0007”
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dhed1ah 65

My husband was bending over to tie my three-year-old’s shoes. That’s when I noticed
my son, Ben, staring at my husband’s head. He gently touched the slightly thinning spot of hair
and said in a concerned voice, “Daddy, You have a hole in your head. Does it hurt?”

After a pause, I heard my husband’s murmured replied: “Not physically.”
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When I managed a chemical plant, I instituted a rule that there would be no playing
games on our computers. So I wouldn’t be a hypocrite, I had an information technologist get rid of
the games on my laptop. Therefore I was surprised to find my grandson playing solitaire on it one
weekend. I asked if he had loaded the game. “No,” he answered, “it was already there. It was just
hidden—taken off the main menu.”

On Monday I chided our information technologist for not getting rid of the game.
“But,” he explained, “I thought I just had to keep it away from you—not from a nine-year-old!”
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Faethaf 67

A naval captain my husband knows was on his way to an official function in full dress
uniform and stopped into a fast-food restaurant for breakfast. When he got out his wallet to pay, he
was told, “That’s okay. We don’t charge coach drivers.”
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The newly hired musician was having trouble keeping the beat with the rest of the
cruise ship’s orchestra. Finally the captain threatened, “Either you learn to keep time or I’ll throw
you over board. It’s up to you:sync or swim.”
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A tourist travelling through rural Canada came across a man chopping a huge pile of
wood outs%ide his cabin. When asked why, the man said, “You see that Indian up there on the hill?
He’s sending smoke-signals warning of a hard winter.”

Climbing up the hill the tourist asked the Indian, “How do you ‘know we are in for a
hard winter?”

“You see that white man at the bottom of the hill?” replied the Indian. “He’s chopping
up plenty of logs ready for it.”
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My university has forbidden the use of cellular phones during lectures and has
introduced harsh penalties for offenders. One day during a lecture by the Associate Dean, a phone
rang. We glanced at each other, searching for the owner. To our amusement, it turned out to be
the Associate Dean’s phone
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At the airport, the woman tells her husband: “I know, we missed the plane. But it was
just a matter of seconds, dear. And if you had not kept hurrying me all the time, we would have
arrived later and would not have to wait so long for the next flight!”
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Four members of the clergy had a theological argument, with the three male ministers
siding against the female minister. The woman prayed, “Lord, I know I’m right. Please send us a
divine sign to prove it” A big storm cloud materialized, and there was a clap of thunder. “See, said
the woman. “It’s a sign from above.” The three clergymen disagreed, saying thunder is a common
phenomenon.

“Dear Lord,” the woman prayed, “I need a bigger sign.” The woman said. This time, a
bolt of lightning slammed into a tree. “See! I told you I was right,” the woman said. But the men
insisted nothing had happened that couldn’t be explained by natural causes.

“Help me, Lord,” the woman implored. And a deep voice came from the heavens:

“SSSHHHEEE’S RRRINIGGHHHTTT!”
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The woman turned to the three clergy men and asked, “Well?”

“So, okay,” they said. “Now it’s three against two.”
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Assistant: “Mr. Mayor, here is the list of people who are dissatisfied with your
government.”
Mayor: “Is it in alphabetical order ?”
Assistant: “Yes, sir. It is the town’s telephone directory.”
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On the advice of his ear, nose and throat specialist, an elderly man who had gone
totally deaf bought one of the latest-model hearing-aids. Sometime later, He went back to see the
specialist.

“How’s the apparatus working?” the specialist inquires.

“[t’s marvelous!” the man replies, “I can hear again, as if I was 20 years-old.”
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“Your children must be happy!”

“In fact, I haven’t told them yet. Ever since I've been able to hear their conversations
without them realizing, I’ve already changed my will five times!”
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Frethaft 7
“What do we call plants that reproduce asexually?” my biology teacher asked during a
lesson on plant reproduction.
“Sad?” suggested a voice from the back of the class.
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George dies and goes to hell. He notices one sign that says “Capitalist Hell,” and
another that says “Socialist Hell.” There’s a long line of souls waiting for socialist hell, but no one
waiting to get into capitalist hell. George asked the guard, “What do they do to you in socialist
hell?”

“They boil you in oil, whip you and then put you on the rack,” says the guard.

“And what do they do to you in capitalist hell?” George asks.

“Same thing,” replies the guard.

“Then why is everybody in line for socialist hell?”
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“Because in socialist hell,” the guard explains, “they’re always out of oil, whips and

racks.”
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Clementine is driving home one night when her car is hit by a bad hailstorm, leaving
hundreds of dents. The next day she goes to a body shop for a repair estimate. The repairman
winks at his buddy and tells Clementine that if she blows into the tailpipe really hard, the dents
will just popout.

After she arrives home, she blows with all her might into the exhaust pipe. Her
roommates asks what she’s doing. Clementine explains the repairman’s tip. “But it doesn’t work,”
she says, pausing to catch her breath.

“Duh!” replies her friend. “You have to roll up the windows first!”
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“When I press my forehead with my finger, it really hurts,” a patient complained to his
doctor. “And when I do the same to my cheek, it’s also painful. Even if I press on my stomach,
I suffer. What can it be?”

Stumped, the physician sent a patient to a specialist.

The man returned to his doctor the following week. “What did the specialist say?” the
doctor asked.

“I have a broken finger.”
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Faeehafi 11

Alice and Ted went snowboarding, and Ted brought along a quart-size thermos. Alice
had never seen one, and asked what it was.

“It’s a thermos,” replied Ted. “The guy at the store told me it’s used for keeping hot
things hot and cold things cold.”

“Sounds great,” said Alice. “What do you have in it?”

“Three coffees and a Popsicle.”
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fraeenatl 12

Three men were discussing their wives. “My wife tells me I’m so distinguished,” said
the first, “that I look like an ambassador.”

“Well,” replied the second. “My wife tells me I'm so intelligent—I’m the best-read
man she has ever met.”

“My wife’s proud of me too,” said the third. “Every time the deliveryman comes to the
door, she announces, ‘My husband’s home! My husband’s home!””
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Faeehad 13

The manager of a megastore came to check on his new salesman. “How many
customers did you serve today?” the manager asked.

“One,” replied the new guy.

“Only one?” said the boss. “How much was the sale?”

The salesman answered, “$58,334.”

Flabbergasted, the manager asked him to explain. “First I sold a man a fishhook,”
the salesman said. “Then I sold him a rod and reel. Then I asked him where he was planning to
fish, and he said down the coast. So I suggested he’d need a boat—he bought that 20-foot
runabout. When he said his Volkswagen might not be able to pull it, I took him to the automotive
department and sold him a big SUV.”

The amazed boss asked, “You sold all that to a guy who came in for a fishhook?”

“No,” the new salesman replied. “He actually came in for a bottle of aspirin for his
wife’s migraine. I told him, “Your weekend’s short. You should probably go fishing.””
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feg1ei 14
A flight attendant approached a gentleman who was protesting rather loudly. “I want
to complain about this airline,” he grumbled. “Every time I fly, I get the same seat. I can’t see
the in-flight movie, and there are no window blinds, so I can’t sleep.”
“Aw, Captain,” the flight attendant replied. “Just shut up and land the plane.”
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Faeehaft 15

Two widows in Florida are curious about the new condo resident : a quiet, nice-
looking gentleman. One of the women says to the other, “Go find out a little about him. He looks
so unhappy.” Later the woman walks up to the newcomer at the pool and asks why he looks so
sad.

“I just spent 20 years in prison,” the man replies.

“What for?” asks the woman.

“For strangling my third wife.”

“QOh, dear,” she says. “What happened to your second wife?”

“I shot her.”

“And your first?”

“We had a fight and she fell off a ten-story building.

“The woman then looks over to her friends and calls out, “Yoo-hoo! I’ve got good
news. He’s single.”
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daethsfi 16

When a certain couple went to bed after watching “Who wants to be a Millionaire” on
TV, the husband was in an amorous mood. He asked his wife if she wanted to do something about
it. She said no. “Is that your final answer?” he asked.

“Yes.”

“Well, then,” the husband replied, “I think I’d like to call a friend.”
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Faethafi 17
_ Lou had a miserable cold and went to see his doctor who prescribed some pills. They

didn’t help. On lou’s next visit the doctor gave him shot, but that didn’t do any good either. On his
third visit told Lou to go home, take a hot bath, open the window and stand there naked and
soaking wet.

“But doc,” Lou protested, “I’ll get pneumonia!”

“Pneumonia,” the doc replied, “I can cure.”
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Two eggs, a bagel and a sausage walk into a bar. “Bartender, my friends and I would
like a cold one”, says one of the eggs.

“Sorry”, the barman replies. “We don’t serve breakfast.”
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The newly hired musician was having trouble keeping the beat with the rest of the
cruise ship’s orchestra. Finally the captain threatened, “Either you leamn to keep time or I'll throw
you over board. It’s up to you:sync or swim.”
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Fehadi 20

On the last day of school, the children brought gifts for the teacher. The florist’s son
brought the teacher a bouquet. The candy-store owner’s daughter handed the teacher a pretty box
of candy.

Then the liquor-store owner’s son brought up a big, heavy box. The teacher lifted it up
and noticed that it was leaking a little bit. She touched a drop of the liquid with her finger and
tasted it.

“Is it wine?” she guessed.

“No,” the boy replied.

She tasted another drop and asked, “Champagne?”

“No,” said the little boy.

“I give up,” she said. “What is it?”

“A puppy!”
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Favehad 21

Dave and Sue were listening to the Minneapolis weather report at breakfast. The
announcer said, “There will be three to five inches of snow today, and a snow emergency has been
declared. You must park your cars on the odd-numbered side of the street.” Dave got up from the
breakfast table and went out to move their car.

Two days later they herd another radio report: “There will be two to four inches of
snow today. You must park on the even-numbered side of the street.” Dave grumbled and went
out to move their car.

Three days later the weatherman announced, “There will be ten to 12 inches of snow
today and you must park...” Just then the power went out and they didn’t get the rest of the
instructions. “Jeez,” said Dave, “what am I going to do now?”

“Aw, Dave,” Sue replied, “just leave the car in the garage.”
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dreeiah 22

A customer at Green’s gourmet grocery marveled at the proprietor’s quick wit and
intelligence: “Tell me, Green, what makes you so smart?”

“I wouldn’t share my secret with just anyone,” Green replied, lowering his voice so the
other shoppers wouldn’t overhear. “But since you’re such a good and faithful customer, I’ll let you
in on it. It’s fish heads. Eat enough of them and you’ll be absolutely brilliant.”

“Really? Do you sell them hear?”

“Sure. Only $4 apiece,” Green said. The customer bought three, but returned a week
later complaining that the fish heads were disgusting and he wasn’t any smarter.

“You didn’t eat enough,” Green explained. So the customer bought 20 more fish
heads. Two weeks later he returned and said angrily, “Hey, Green. You’re selling me fish heads
for $4 each— I can buy a whole fish for $2. You’re ripping me off.”

“See!” Green said. “You’ve gotten much smarter already!”
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After weeks of getting cold shoulder from his wife, the unhappy husband finally
confronted her: “Admit it, Linda. The only reason you married me is because my grandfather left
me $10 million.”

“Don’t be ridiculous,” she replied. “I don’t care who left it to you.”
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daeehadi 24

Visiting Australia, a Texas rancher strikes up a conversation with a local man who
raises caitle. The Texan brags that his spread is far larger than the Australian’s, and his cattle are
twice the size of the ones raised down under. Then the Texan sees a herd of kangaroos in the
distance. “What are those?” he asks.

The Aussie says, “Don’t you have grasshoppers in Texas?”
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dfaeehefi 25

An Asteroid hits the speaker platform at a Seattle Conference center, and Al Gore,
George W. Bush and Bill Gates all arrive in heaven at the same time. They are greeted by the
Almighty, who is sitting on his golden throne. First, The Lord speaks to gore, asking what he
believes in.

“I believe in the Internet and a clean environment,” Gore replies
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“Very good,” the Almighty says. “Come sit near me.” Then he asks George W. Bush
the same question.
“] believe in cutting taxes and taking good care of the military,” Bush replies.
“Excellent,” says the Almighty. “Come sit near me.” Then he asks Bill Gates what he
believes.
“I believe,” Gates replies, “you’re sitting in my chair.”
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Faeehatt 26

Two crews of astronauts, one of them Soviet and the other American, landed on the
Moon. The Americans collected some rocks sample, while the Soviets started to paint the surface
of the moon red. The Americans reported this to NASA ground control, but were told to let
the Russians proceed.

Two days later the American astronauts reported back again: “The Russians have
painted the entire surface of the moon red and have departed.”

“Good,” NASA replied. “Write on it, in huge white letters: ‘Coca-Cola’.”
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Faethaft 27

While making rounds, a doctor points out an X ray to a group of interns. “As you can
see,” she says, “the patient limps because his left fibula and tibia are radically arched. Michael,
what would you do in a case like this?”

“Well,” ponders the intern, “I suppose I’d limp too.”
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Feehaf 28

A man crashed his car into a pole in a remote couniry area. Walking miles to the
nearest village for help, he finally spotted a telephone booth. When he found the line was dead, he
kicked the kiosk angrily.

“Don’t blame the phone,” said a local passerby. “Apparently some idiot crashed into
a telegraph pole and bought all the lines down..”
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Faethadi 29

Every moming a man passed by a house and saw a woman hitting her husband over
the head with a French loaf. One day, though, he saw the woman was using fruitcake instead of
bread, he was curious and knocked on the door of the house.

“Don’t you usually beat your husband with a French loaf?” he asked the woman when
she answered the door.

“Yes,” she replied. “But it’s his birthday today.”
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¢reehad 30
A drummer was tired of being told that ‘anyone can play the drums’ and decided to
take up some real instruments.
Walking into a music shop, he said to the assistant, “I’ll take that red trumpet over
there and the accordion in the corner.”
“Okay,” replied the confused assistant. “You can have the fire extinguisher, but the
radiator’s got to stay.”
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Feehafi 31

“What’s taking so long?” shouted an exasperated golfer as he waited for his partner to
line up his tee shot.

“My wife is watching me from the clubhouse,” explained the other man. “This needs
tobe a perfect shot.”

“Forget it,” said the golfer. “You’ll never hit her from down here.”
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feehaf 32

A handsome man accidentally bumped into a woman on the street.

“I’m so sorry,” he apologized.

“That’s quite all right,” the woman replied. “You know,” she added with a smile, “you
look just like my fifth husband.”

“Wow,” said the man. “How many times have you been married?”

“Four.”
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deead 33
A skinflint was looking for a gift for a friend and spotted a broken vase marked down

to almost nothing, so he snapped it up. Arranging for it to be delivered, he hoped his friend would
think it had been broken in transit.
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A few days later the man received a note from his friend. “Thanks for the vase,” it
read. “It was so thoughtful of you to wrap each piece separately.”
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fredan 34
Lying on his deathbed, a loving husband was wavering between life and death when
he thought he smelled chocolate chip cookies baking. They were his favorite, so he dragged
himself out of bed, crawled to the kitchen and was just reaching up to take a cookie off the plate
when his wife slapped his hand with a spatula.
“Don’t touch!” she commanded. “They’re for the funeral.”
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Faethafi 35
Artist: “So what’s your opinion of my painting?”
Critic: “It’s worthless.”
Artist: “I know, but I’d like to hear it anyway.”
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&aeehafi 36

A man dreamed of owning a parrot. He had never seen one, but had heard that it was a
bird that talked. A friend suggested that he visit an aviary of a person he knew, adding that he
would telephone to say that he was sending him there. The man went to the aviary, but the owner,
who had no parrots at the time, and knew that the man had never seen one, gave him an owl.

Some time later, the man saw his friend. “How is the parrot?” his friend inquired.

“I¢°s beautiful and I love it!” the man replied.

“So, is it talking yet?”

“To be honest, it doesn’t talk. But when I speak to it, it pays close attention to what I
say.” ‘
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Faeehafi 37

The phone rings at the synagogue office. “Hello, is this Rabbi Schwartz?” the caller
asks.

“It is.”

“This is the Internal Revenue Service. We wonder if you can help us.”

“I'll try.”

“Do you know a Herman Cohen?”

“I do.”
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“Is this man a member of your congregation?”
“He is.”

“Did he donate $10,0007”

“He will.”
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fineehan 38

mind.”

“I went horseback riding on the weekend,” Bill told his friend.
“How was it?” Sam asked.

“It started off well; my horse was wonderful. He was trotting kind of fast, but I didn’t

“Great,” said Sam.

“But then he started to gallop. I got nervous, and before I knew it, my saddle was

tilting to the left. In no time I was hanging upside down and my head was bouncing off the

gl’Olm ”

asked Sam.

“Good grief! How did you manage to get off without any broken bones or scratches?”

“Well, thank goodness the manager at the mall came and turned it off.”
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Fehsfi 39

“I think my wife’s going deaf,” Joe told their doctor.

“Try to test her hearing at home and let me know how severe her problem is before
you bring her in for treatment,” the doctor said.

So that evening, when his wife was preparing dinner, Joe stood 15 feet behind her and
said, “What’s for dinner, honey?” No response. He moved to ten feet behind her and asked again.
No response. Then he stood five feet in back of her and tried again but still got no answer.

Finally, he stood directly behind her and asked, “Honey, what’s for supper?”

She turned around. “For the fourth time—I said chicken!”
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Fhechedi 40

One afternoon, a young man who was an avid golfer had a few hours to spare. He
figured that if he played quickly, he could squeeze in nine holes before heading home. Just as he
was about to tee-off, an elderly gentleman shuffled onto the tee and asked if he could accompany
him as he, too, was_playing alone. The young man agreed and to his surprise, the elderly man
played quickly.

Finally they reached the ninth fairway and the young man had a tough shot — there was
a large pine tree directly between his ball and the green. The young man was considering how to
hit the shot, when the other man said, “When I was your age, I'd hit the ball right over that tree.”

Accepting the challenge, the younger man swung hard and hit the ball smack into the
top of the tree trunk. It thudded back on the ground not far from where it originally lay.

“Of course,” the elderly man continued, “when I was your age, that pine tree was only
a meter tall.”
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Faeehadl 41

For their first anniversary, a man buys his young wife a cell phone. She is thrilled and
listens eagerly as he explains all its features. The next day she is out shopping when the phone
rings.

“Hi, honey,” her husband says. “How do you like your new phone?”
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“Oh, I just love it!” she gushes. “It’s so cute and small—and your voice sounds so
clear. But there’s just one thing I don’t understand.”

“What’s that?”

“How did you know I was at Wal-Mart?”
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Aeead 42
A man moves to a large city with his family and sees a mirror for the first time. Upon
seeing his reflection, he thinks it’s a portrait of his father and decides to buy the object so he can
admire it everyday. His very jealous wife decides to investigate and upon seeing her reflection in
the mirror concludes her husband has a lover. When she calls her mother over to tell her about the
husband’s affair, the elderly woman looks into the mirror and exclaims:
“Now, why would Joe trade you in for someone as ugly as that!”
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Fasthail 43

A convict proposes the following to his lawyer: “If I get five years in prison I’ll pay
you a thousand bucks; three years, I’ll pay you two thousand, and if I only get one year, three
thousand.

After the trial, the lawyer tells the client: “I got you one year, so you owe me three
thousand dollars. And listen, we got really lucky! They almost acquitted you!”
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Faveha 44

Two lions were lying in a Safari Park watching the tourists drive past in their cars.

“I’ve heard that canned humans are as good as fresh,” says one lion to the other. “Pity
we don’t have a key to find out.”
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Feehaft 45

A desperate voice calls the police by phone: “Help, come quickly! A cat has just
entered my house!”

“A cat? Don’t be afraid. There’s not need to worry about a cat.”

“Please! It’s a tragedy!”

“To whom am I speaking?”

“It’s the parrot!”
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Faeeha 46
The wife was mad when her husband told her he had lost the umbrella.
“Is that possible? You are the most absent-minded man in the world. When did you
notice you had lost it?”
“I only missed it when the rain stopped and I raised my hand to close it.”
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Faethadi 47

Ten years after the census was made, the girl went back to the same remote, small
town in the backwoods and noticed that the population had not increased, nor decreased.

“How is this possible?” she asked the oldest woman in the place.

“It’s simple. Every time a baby is born, a young man runs away from the town.”
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Faeehadl 48

A man complained to his friend, “I had it all - money, a magnificent house, a luxury
car and the love of a beautiful woman. Then pow! It was all gone.”

“What happened?” asked the friend.

“My wife found out.”
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Faethaft 49

Two friends meet in the street:

“What’s wrong, Roland?”

“T found two 100 franc notes in the bus.”

“And you’re not happy about it?”

“Actually, someone else saw them at the same time, so I had to share them.”

“A hundred francs each. That’s not bad!”

“No it’s not, but when I got home, I realized it was me who lost the 200 francs in the
first place!”
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dree1ah 50

A lion was getting married, and a mouse at the ceremony was so thrilled that he
jumped up and down with joy. When one of his friends asked why he was so happy, he replied
that his brother was getting married.

“What brother?” his friend asked in astonishment.

“The lion is my brother,” replied the mouse.

“But how can he be your brother, he is a lion and you are a mouse?” said his friend.

Replied the mouse with a grin: “We were all lions before we get married.”
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fed1ah 51
A father proudly showed his newborn triplets to his friend. “What do you think of
them?” he asks.
“Well, if I were you,” replied his friend, “I’d keep that one.”
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Faethafi 52

A private eye is rendering accounts with a client, “As per instructions, I've been
following your husband since last night. First he bought gifts, then he went to a restaurant, after
that he showed up at a bar, later on at a disco and, finally, at a hotel.”

“That creep! And what do you suppose he was doing in all those places?”

“I’m not sure, ma’am, but I think he was following you!”
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deehad 53
“Why do you paint your getaway car green on one side and yellow on the other?”
asked one crook of another.
“Because I like to hear the witnesses contradict each other,” he replied.
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Freehaft 54

A pretty girl walked up to a department store's fabric counter and said, “How much is
that?”

“Only a kiss a meter,” replied the smirking male assistant.

“That's fine,” replied the girl. “I'll take four meters.”

The assistant eagerly measured the material, wrapped it and then held the parcel out.
Taking it, the girl turned and pointed to an elderly man standing beside her. “My grandpa will pay
the bill.” '
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Faeehadi 55

Coming home from work, a man finds toys and clothes strewn all over the house,
piles of dishes in the kitchen and mess everywhere.

“What happened?” the man asked his wife.

“You know when you come home everyday and ask me what I did all day?”
replied his wife. “Well, today I didn’t do it.”
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daethafi 1

During my training as a nursery-school teacher, I was used to seeing children pretend
to cook in the home comer of the classroom. So when a young boy offered me an empty bowl, I
recalled my tutor’s instructions to join in the children’s play and said:

“Hmm, this looks delicious. May I have a fork ?”

“It’s soup,” he replied bluntly.
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o v
fieenam 2
Giving a sermon one Sunday, I heard two teenage girls in the back giggling and
disturbing people.
I interrupted my sermon and announce sternly, “There are two of you here who have
not heard a word I’ve said.” That quieted them down.
When the service was over, I went to greet people at the front door. Three adults
apologized for going to sleep in church, promising it would never happen again.
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Faeehafi 3

In my police uniform and cruiser, I pulled it behind a doughnut shop. I spotted
a shabbily dressed elderly man at the dumpster filling a plastic bag with discarded doughnuts.

My heart went out to him, went inside and bought the poor soul a couple of doughnuts, went
outside and handed them to him. “Here are some fresh ones for you.”

“Oh, they’re not for me,” he said. I get them here every day to feed the birds.”
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Fethafi 4

My daughter and her husband were with us on vacation in Las Vegas, staying in a
posh new hotel. As we were lounging by the pool, my son-in-law, whose company builds home in
the Phoenix area, used his cell phone to try to reach his salesman.

After several unsuccessful attempts, he called his office. “Tell me something,” we
heard him said. “Am I the only one working today?”
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Fethaft 5

The husband of one of our obstetrics patients phoned the doctor to ask if it would be
okay to make love to his wife while he was taking medication for an infected foot.

“Yes, that’s fine,” the doctor replied. “Just don’t use your foot.”
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Faeehaft 6

Driving to work one morning, I heard an announcement on the radio about a lost dog.
The deejay said the owner was offering a cash reward for its return.

Going to the traffic segment on his broadcast, the deejay asked the helicopter pilot
who monitors morning rush hour what the roads were like. “To heck with the traffic,” the pilot
said on the air, “we’re going to look for that dog!”
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dechafi 7

When I had a job at the photo-developing counter of a pharmacy, the film was
sometimes developed incorrectly. If this occurred, we did not charge our customers.

Once a man came to pick up his pictures, which were marked “$0.00,” indicating not
one of them had turned out right. The customer asked to see the photos, and when I noticed the
odd splotches of color all over the pictures, I apologized profusely.

“Oh, no, these are just fine,” he said happily. “I’m a microbiologist, and these are my
bacteria cultures.”
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¢reenad 8

Employed by the human-development center of a corporation in the Midwest, my
friend trains employees in proper dress codes and etiquette. One day as she was stepping onto
the elevator, a casually dressed man in jeans and golf shirt got on with her. Thinking of her job
responsibilities, she scolded, “Dressed a little casually today, aren’t we?”

The man replied, “That’s the benefit of owning the company.”
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Freehaft 9

Hired by a bank as a personal trainer, I was supposed to make fitness a part of the
workday routine. During one session, I told my students to lean against the bank lobby’s walls and
instructed them on how to stretch their hamstrings. A short time later I was shocked when several
policemen stormed through the doors. A passer-by had seen the people facing the wall and
assumed I was robbing the bank.
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daethaft 10

Our teenage daughter, Misty, was waitressing at a restaurant when we showed up with
a group of friends. Soon we became engrossed in our food and conversation.

Meanwhile, a man at a nearby table, probably 15 years Misty’s senior, began flirting
with her..

She ignored his request for her phone number, but he persisted.

Finally she stopped what she was doing and leveled her gaze at him. “Do you see that
man?” she said, motioning toward my husband. The patron tured in our direction. “That’s my
dad,” Misty continued. “We have the same phone number. If you want it, get it from him.”
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dhedhafi 11

The building-supply outlet where I work caters a lot of military personnel. One time
an Army officer asked about purchasing some replacement elements for electric ranges. He was
very specific in describing the wattage, and then he bought almost our entire stock. Since he had
piqued my curiosity, I asked him why he was buying so many.

“Target practice,” he responded. “They’re for heat seeking missiles.”
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Faeehadl 12

To prepare an annual directory for one of our clients, our publications firm asked
members of the board of directors to submit a photograph. Many of the 22 members sent their
photos before deadline. A second reminder brought in all but the last six. As our final effort, we
obtained an illustration of a gorilla, and mailed it out to the tardy directors with a note that read:
“We need your photo for our directory. Unless we receive it by week’s end, we will run your high
school graduation picture, shown above.”

All six photos were in our office within the next three days.
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daeenaf 13

Frequently traveling for work. I usually stay in a bed and breakfast rather than a hotel.
When I arrived at one place on the west coast of Florida, I still had on my prescription sunglasses
as I entered the foyer.

I didn’t see the step down into the reception area and lost my footing, colliding with a
nearby piano. As I pushed myself up from the keyboard, the proprietor remarked, “I see you play
the piano about as well as I do!”
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dheehai 14
Soon after graduating from collage, I took a job as a home health worker in the rural
foothills of North Carolina. One day I asked a client for directions to my next patient’s home.
A family member told me to travel down Old Route 6 until I saw a dog and a red truck. He then
instructed me to turn at the next right.
“But what if the dog and the truck aren’t there?” I asked.
“You still turn right,” he replied.
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deehafi 15

As an area manager for a major weight-loss company, I drive a company car. Both
sides of the vehicle carry the company’s name and toll-free number in large print. I was pumping
gas when a woman came up to me, looking astonished. “Wow!” she exclaimed. “How much
weight did you lose to get that ?”
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Fehaf 16

I’'m a captain with a major airline, and I routinely monitor the flight attendants’
announcements while taxiing to the gate. Impatient passengers often stand up and attempt to dash
forward before we arrive. Once, instead of the usual terse voice reminding people to remain in
their seats, I heard the attendant declare, “In the history of our airline, no passenger has ever
beaten the aircraft to the gate. So, ladies and gentlemen, please remain seated.”
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Fedhafi 17

During a routine companywide drug screening, a co-worker was sent into the
bathroom with a plastic cup, while the attendant dutifully stood guard outside. She waited
patiently for several minutes, until she knocked on the door.

“Are you all right in there?”
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From within, a timid voice responded, “Don’t I at least get a magazine or something?”
“No,” said the nurse, without blinking. “It’s not that kind of test.”
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daeeei 18

A police car with flashing lights pulled me over near the high school where I teach.
As the officer asked for my license and registration, my student began to drive past. Some honked
their horns, others hooted, and still others stopped to admonish me for speeding.
Finally the officer asked me if I was a teacher at the school, and I told him I was.
“[ think you’ve paid your debt to society,” he concluded with a smile, and left without
giving me a ticket.
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faeehaf 19
During an autopsy I watched when I was a criminal-justice student, the pathologist
asked for help from an X-ray technician. A young woman set up the equipment, then we all

stepped outside so the picture could be taken. Without thinking, the young woman said to the
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corpse, “Hold your breath, please.” After taking the X ray, she added, “You can
breathe now.” There was a pause, then the pathologist said, “If that guy breathes, I’'m out of here.”
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Faeehafi 20

Often on overseas flights, I see passengers sleep through the entire trip. On one flight
from Rome to Atlanta, the meal was postponed because the plane hit some turbulence. When
the attendants were finally able to resume service, I noticed that one sleeping passenger had
scribbled a note on his cocktail napkin and attached it to a button on his shirt. The note read:
“Will wake for food.”
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dheehafi 21

Before I started as a substitute in elementary school, my mom, a veteran teacher, told
me, “Be firm or you won’t get any respect.” As I stood in front of my first class of third-graders,
I took her advice. I told them my name, my expectations and my rules. When I finished, the room
was dead silent.

I wondered if I’d been firm enough, when a hand went up in the back of the classroom.

His face pensive, a boy asked, “Miss, were you in the Army?”
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Faeehefi 22

My 21-year-old daughter, Jamie, landed an internship with a prestigious engineering
firm in the city. I was proud, but worried about her finding a place to park on her first day, so I
asked her to call when she got settled. “Mom, I can’t do that,” she said. “I don’t even know if I'll
have my own desk, let alone be able to phone.”

“Nonsense,” I replied. “You’re a capable young professional in a very demanding
field. You’ll have to speak up and take charge. Just march up to your boss and tell him you have
to call

your mother.”
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Faeehafi 23

My 15-year-old daughter Tammy was delighted when she got her first job as a hostess
at a restaurant that has been owned and operated by the same family for years. At first everything
went smoothly, but after a busy Sunday my daughter returned home exhausted and frustrated.
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Apparently the owners kept looking over her shoulder, directing every move, and
Tammy said she came very close to quitting.
After listening to her tirade of complaints, I responded, “So you don’t like working
there anymore?”
“Oh,” my teenager replied, “I like working there fine. I just don’t like them working
there.”
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Faeehafl 24

While on a business trip, I traveled via commuter train to my various appointments.
Before each stop, a petite, fragile-looking conductor entered the car. In a surprisingly booming
voice, she clearly and authoritatively announced the destination.

One passenger complimented the conductor on her powerful voice, asking, “How do
you manage to speak so forcefully?”

“It’s easy,” she replied. “I just visualize my kids sitting in the back of the train, doing
something they shouldn’t.”
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daechefl 25

I use the telephone a lot as a purchasing agent. Often I’m connected to an automated
switchboard. One day I placed a call to a company and heard, “For customer service, press one.
For engineering, press two.” [ pressed one.

“To place an order, press one. To check on an order, press two.” I pressed two, and
the machine clicked into yet another round of even more specific questions. Finally I heard
a phone ringing. To my relief, a human voice answered. Said the woman, “How may I direct your
call?”
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feeah 26

I feel inadequate when talking with a mechanic, so when my vehicle started making a
strange noise, I sought help from a friend. He drove the car around the block, listened carefully,
then told me how to explain the difficulty when I took it in for repair.

At the shop I proudly recited, “The timing is off, and there are premature detonations,
which may damage the valves.”

As I smugly glanced over the mechanic’s shoulder, I saw him write on his clipboard
“Lady says it makes a funny noise.”
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Donna was celebrating her 40" birthday, and friends planned a surprise party at a
restaurant. They picked up Donna and, as a practical joke, told her they were taking her to a male
strip show. When they arrived at the restaurant, they made sure she was the first to walk in. Two
seconds later she ran out.
“What’s wrong?” asked one of her friends.
“I can’t do it,” Donna said. “My mother is in there!”
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Freehaft 2

An acquaintance of mine had a small leak under her kitchen sink. Begin a creative
type, she came up with a novel solution. She pulled out a super-absorbent diaper and wrapped it
around the pipe. Her gimmick worked like a charm, but the diaper had to be changed twice a day.

A few days later the woman got a call from a plumber. “Yes, I would like to talk with
you,” she told him, “but would you mind waiting a minute while I change the diaper on my
kitchen drain?”

After a long silence, the plumber asked if he could call back later. He never did.



WIFANT TINOY MARUIN/ 154

Foteedeulufioniweuioununiluiads Sweutluausredalauerd
Bouriiadusuiimmeriold nalatidanamilouduna ideotufes dewldesihdon
Tuazdoiy

Yidsudean Sralszabhiing Tiwuaithudilgan <ldds Afulidessyaiy
aauarIsdomesednagusas o linfReudhdenlivieilundatow

sradevlilsals feusendriiunthee Tnsaunlng ud luine Ins wndaiae

AITATL 2543; 8: 126

Faeehail 3

A highway was built through our community. The noise was unbearable, especially at
our Little League field, where we couldn’t hear coaches or umpires. Some people in town
suggested building sound barriers, so the highway department scheduled a public hearing.

I represented the Little League and stood up to give my presentation. I outlined how
the noise affected our games, and ended by telling officials the only time it was quiet enough to
play ball was between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.

One official eyed me skeptically and asked, “I don’t understand. Traffic is the heaviest
between four and six.”

“You’re right,” I replied. “That’s when it isn’t moving.”
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Faethai 4

Both my fiancé and I are in our 40s. I thought it was both amusing and touching when
he assumed the classic position to propose me—down on one bended knee.

“Are you serious?” I asked, laughing.

“Of course I’m serious,” he said. “I’'m on my bad knee.”
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Faethaf 5

With a new book on handwriting analysis, I began practicing on colleagues at work.
One skeptical woman asked if she could bring in a sample of her daughter’s writing. “Of course,”
I replied.

Next day the woman handed me an envelope. I opened it. Read the contents, then
dramatically told her, “Your daughter is 14 years old. She’s an A student. She loves music and
horses.”

Amazed, the woman ran off to tell her friends before I could show her the note. It read:
“I’m 14 years old and an A student. I love music and horses. My mother thinks you’re fake.”
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daeehafi 6

Our black Labrador, Ralph, was being trained by my husband, Bob, to retrieve ducks.
Bob accomplished this by tying duck feathers to the sticks he threw into the water and having
Ralph retrieve them. Finally they were ready for the first hunt. They were gone all they. When
they arrived home, I asked how Ralph had performed. Bob sheepishly admitted that while he had
to retrieve the ducks, Ralph had brought back every stick in the water.
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I grew up in the Midwest, and very unsure of myself when I went to take the road test
for my driver’s license. The examiner was a woman who said nothing to me the entire time, except
for giving terse instructions to turn left, right and parallel park.

When we turned to the parking lot she looked at me. “I’'m going to give you your
license,” she said. “But don’t ever ask to borrow my car.”
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fee1af 8
There’s a single group at my church for people over 35, so I decided to tempt fate and
attend a Iunch. As I enter the dining room, I noticed about 300 people-—most of them, like me,

female. Since I didn’t know anyone, I sat at an empty table near the front.
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Soon six men walked up and joined me—-all of them young and good-looking. I was
stunned, and thought, “Well, maybe it’s my new dress.” They were friendly and introduced
themselves as they sat down. Then the man to my right enlightened me:

This was the first table to go through the buffet line.
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Preparing for a tag sale at our house, my wife and I decided to put out a mirror we’d
received as a wedding gift. Because of it’s garish aqua-colored metal frame we just could not find
a room in our house where it looked good.

Shortly after the tag sale started, a man looking to decorate his apartment bought it for
one dollar. “This is a great deal,” he said excitedly, “It still has the plastic on it.” The he peeled
off the aqua-colored protective covering to reveal a beautiful gold-finished frame.
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Faoehadi 10

Recently I read an ad for a popular shampoo that said “Dare to do new things in the
shower,” I though it would be cute to put this suggestion on the inside of the shower door that
evening for my husband, Garry.

While he was in the bathroom, I waited for his reaction, When he finally came out,
Garry handed me the note and declared, “Okay, I cleaned the shower walls like you wanted.”
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daethaft 11

Suffering with a herniated disk in his back, my husband told his cousin that a well-
respected doctor was treating him. His cousin asked the name of the doctor, and on hearing it, he
replied, “I never heard of him—that’s good sign.”

The cousin is a medical-malpractice attorney.
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Feehafi 12

On vacation one year I went to a resort in Wyoming. As part of the usual activities,
a neighboring ranch invited guests from our resort to participate in a cattle drive. After watching
20 make-believe cowpokes whooping and hollering, I rode up to the ranch owner and asked her
how many cowboys it normally takes to drive a herd of that size.

“One,” she replied, “and a dog,”
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dreenaf 13

I placed my items on the conveyor belt at the checkout counter of the grocery store:
brocceoli, cauliflower, a vegetable dip, along with a six-pack of beer and a bottle of wine. Since I
looked every bit of my 32 years, I thanked the cashier for the compliment when she asked for my
ID.

The woman behind me, who obviously had kids at home since her cart was full of
sugar-coated cereal, said to the cashier, “Any guy old enough to buy broccoli and cauliflower by
himself is old enough to buy beer.”
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dechafi 14

Because I had missed a few appointments with my chiropractor, his receptionist,
Shirley, started calling me with a reminder. Once, however, I made it to the office without the
customary phone call from her. She ushered me into the doctor’s office, and when I came out,
I told her how pleased I was that I had remembered. “Actually,” she said, “your appointment’s not

until next week.”
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Fethaf 15

My husband was bending over to tie my three-year-old’s shoes. That’s when I noticed
my son, Ben, staring at my husband’s head. He gently touched the slightly thinning spot of hair
and said in a concerned voice, “Daddy, You have a hole in your head. Does it hurt?”

After a pause, I heard my husband’s murmured replied: “Not phsically.”
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deehan 16
Last year’s storms were scary because they came and went without warning, My son’s
friend got caught outside during one particularly nasty thunderstorm and was hit by lightning.
We rushed him to the hospital, but before long we found out he was going to be okay.
As we entered the room, I asked if there was anything I could get for him. His answer:
“How about a lottery ticket?”
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Feehadi 17

At the airport check-in counter, I overheard a woman ask for window seats for her and
her husband. The clerk pointed out that this would prevent them from sitting together.

“Sweetie,” the woman replied. “I just spent ten days of quality time in a compact
rental car with this man. I know what I’m requesting.”
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dechafi 18

My wife and I were moving to a new home in the suburbs. As many young couples do,
we rented a van, then lined up friends and family to help. At the time, I was a graduate English
student preparing to teach school, and I had packed up many boxes of books.

My wife’s brother Bob ended up on “book” detail, and after he had unloaded the last
of what must have seemed like a ton of boxes, he sat down to enjoy a cool drink. Finally, he

looked at me and remarked, “All I know is, the next time I come to visit, you’d better be reading.”
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There was a high volume of new recruits when I joined the Army. Instead of using our
names, we were called by ID numbers. On the second day of reception, a group of new privates
awaited instructions. Suddenly a sergent burst into the room and yelled, “Hey, you, Private!”

We all stared, unsure whom he was talking to. Annoyed, the sergent stepped up to
the intended private and shouted, “You!”

“Hey,” she protested, “I have a number!”
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There was a long-standing practice at our hospital in Virginia that physicians with a
rank of major or above did not have to rotate through nighttime emergency-room duty. A new
commanding officer, however, issued an order that all physicians, regardless of rank must take ER
call.

On his first night of emergency-room duty, our pathologist, a major, had to see a
colonel’s wife who was complaining of abdominal pain. “I’ll try to evaluate you as best as I can,”
he said after introducing himself. “But I must inform you that you are the first living patient I’ve

seen in fifteen years.”
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A paval captain my husband knows was on his way to an official function in full dress
uniform and stopped into a fast-food restaurant for breakfast. When he got out his wallet to pay, he
was told, “That’s okay. We don’t charge coach drivers.”
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The theater group at our Navy base delayed the opening curtain until well after the
8p.m. starting time because the commanding officer was still conspicuously absent from his
reserved front-row seat. Since we all aware of military protocol, everyone waited patiently. When
a member of our drama club finally spotted the captain settling into his seat, we quickly dimmed
the lights. That’s when we heard the captain proclaim to his wife, “Great luck! We made it just in
time.”
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I entered military service in 1959. During Weapons Instruction the instructor asked,
“The enemy is 400 yards away, your rifle has a range of 200 yards. What do you do?”

“Shoot twice, sergeant,” came the unthinking answer from the back of the room.

Y w A a ¥ & A W ' < '
nudTusIMsnmsiel 2502 sendnmsinfeInueysag aganam
“ddnegvirsennlal 400 nan Miludnenvesningaidsldlna 200 van gaiezdes

hedels”
¥ 14
fideeneuannndundsh “Beigensini 917
wITATL 2543; 11: 129

¢aeehadi 6

After our son, Vincent, left for a year’s stint with the Air Force in Korea, we decided
to send him a string of letters from friends and family taped together to form a banner. Vincent’s
grandmother had done the same when her brother was in World War II, and she was proud that the
banner she’d sent off had measured 18 feet long. My husband and I were determined to match that
length, so we feverishly sought out friends and relatives to contribute to the chain

Weeks later we had the banner finished, but it was barely 17 feet long. Still, we sent it
off to Korea, happy with our efforts, although a little disappointed that we didn’t quite measure up.
Shortly afterward my son called to say he had received the banner. “I can’t believe how long it is!”
he said excitedly. “But why didn’t you two write?”
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Our brigade was on a field training exercise at CFB Petawawa, Ontario, when
the commander and some headquarters staff left by helicopter to visit the artillery. On the way,
they spotted a moose. When they returned to headquarters, one of the officers mentioned
the sighting to the chief of the staff, an avid hunter. “Was it male or female?” he asked.

“I don’t know,” the officer replied. “We flew over it, not under it.”
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While visiting our daughter Susan, who was stationed at Fort Hood Army Base, we
joined her at the officers club. Upon entering the building, Susan hung her cap in the hall, and I
asked her if she wasn’t afraid that someone might take it.

“No, I’m not worried,” she said, sighing. “No one wants to be a second lieutenant.”
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All soldiers assigned to the 6" Infantry Division at Fort Greely, Alaska attend the
week- long Arctic Light Infantry Training Course. As the survival instructor, I start my class by
passing out baked grubs to demonstrate that even bugs cam be eaten in an emergency. I noticed
one of the soldiers placing her baked grub in her pocket. After class, I called her over and
demanded to know why she hadn’t eaten her grub as everyone else had. She replied, “I’m saving it
for an emergency, like you taught us.”
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On Saturday moming the cadets on the reserve officer’s course were lined up beside
their beds in the sleeping quarters. The lockers, containing their personal belongings, stood open
for inspection. The sergeant, who was rather unpopular, applied himself meticulously to his task.
After making various petty comments to almost every cadet, he stopped by the last man.
He rubbed his finger over the shaving mirror that hung on the locker door, detected a
little dust and, pointing at the mirror, said: “Not a pretty sight, soldier!”
The cadet, in a voice audible to everyone in the room, answered: “I can’t do anything
about that, sergeant. It’s your face!”
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I worked for the late Joseph Artman, who taught physics at Carnegie Mellon
University. I enjoyed his favorite recollection: On the first day of a semester, Professor Artman,
clad in his usual flannel shirt, work pants and boots, was cleaning the blackboard. Two freshmen
entered his classroom and took seats. After he finished, and without saying a word, Artman
proceeded to write out a series of equations for his upcoming class.

One student looked at the other and said, “Wow, this is a tough school. Look, even the
janitor knows calculus!”
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Stopping at a restroom at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, I paused to read the
graffiti. One item, written in very small letters, was positioned far forward on the left wall in a

stall. When I leaned forward, I could just make it out. It read “You are now at a 45-degree angle.”
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My journalism professor at Indiana University gave us a spur-of-the-moment
assignment to read and outline a book—and the outline was due in just two days. Bogging down
in details, I finished only half my report by the deadline. At the bottom of the page I wrote, “Will
finish next time. This is where I fell asleep.”
My professor wrote, “So did I!”
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Going off to my first semester of college, I was a little uneasy about living with
someone I’d never met before. But a couple of days after we moved in, I knew I'd be okay. I
walked in to find my roommate on the floor, running his hands up and down a pair of khaki shorts.
“What are you doing?” I asked.
“Ironing,” he replied.
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As our daughter, Stefanie, went off to college, we encouraged her to e-mail us to cut
down on long-distance charges. Unfortunately, our advice fell on deaf ears. She called constantly.

Just as we had given up, Stefanie phoned and left a message for us to check the
computer.  Excited that Stefanie finally understood the economic sense of e-mailing, we logged
on, only to find this note: “Call me at 8 p.m.”
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When I signed up with an Internet provider, I was asked to select a password, but
every word I picked had already been chosen by someone else. After nearly 30 minutes of
frustration, I typed, I give up.”

My provider’s reply: “Password already in use.”
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When I managed a chemical plant, I instituted a rule that there would be no playing
games on our computers. So I wouldn’t be a hypocrite, I had an information technologist get rid of
the games on my laptop. Therefore I was surprised to find my grandson playing solitaire on it one
weekend. I asked if he had loaded the game. “No,” he answered, “it was already there. It was just
hidden—taken off the main menu.”

On Monday I chided our information technologist for not getting rid of the game.
“But,” he explained, “I thought I just had to keep it away from you—not from a nine-year-old!”
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The computer company my wife works for distributed a corporate-clothing catalogue
that included a pair of cuff links. One was inscribed Ctr (control) and the other Esc (escape), just
as they look on a computer keyboard. “They would make a good present for any man,” my wife
commented to a colleague, “if only to remind him of the two things he can never have.”
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My kids love going to the Web, and they keep track of their passwords by writing
them on Post-it notes. I noticed their Disney password was “MickeyMinnieGoofyPluto” and asked
why it was so long.

“Because,” my son explained, “they say it has to have at least four characters.”

gnq anuveudhlinesduluduaz1dBaswaruldnssau Tdaulz1d Hsvia
ruvesdaiideghiofio “MickeyMinnieGoofyPluto” (infuiigiwgla”) Avuenaasdelaila
Seougnanirluennds

“msrzvenhdesiadit gn¥IeAeY

ATIANTL 2544; 1: 125

o 1 A
0819 N 6
What if people bought cars the way they buy computers. A conversation on GM’s
helpline might sound something like this:
Helpline: “How can I help you?”
Customer: “I got in my car and closed the door, and nothing happened.”
Helpline: “Did you turn the key in the ignition?”
Customer: “What’s an ignition?”
Helpline: “It’s a starter motor that draws current from your battery and turns over
the engine.”
Customer: “Motor? Battery? Why do I have to know all these technical terms just to
use my car?”
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One morning Gloria’s neighbor noticed that she had made several trips out to her
curbside mailbox, even though the mail usually comes in the late afternoon.
When Gloria headed for her mailbox yet again, the neighbor asked, “Expecting a
special delivery?”
“No,” Gloria replied. “My computer keeps telling me I’ve got mail.”
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Executive Summary

1. Rationale

This thesis aim at the study on how humor is presented in English joke and which
translation techniques are found in Thai version of Reader’s Digest. Previous studies show that
level of humor introduced in the Thai translated version jokes is depended on reader’s experience

and translation techniques applied.

The studies on nature of humor suggest that telling jokes is playing with language and
cultural aspect. It involves reversing meaning that most social group members are familiar with
and retelling the distorted meaning in unique surprising way to create a punch-line. A study by
Attardo (1993) suggests that types of telling jokes can be categorized according to how they
violate Grice’s Cooperative Principles: Maxim of Quality, Maxim of Quantity, Maxim of

Relevance and Maxim of Manner.

Previous study indicated that preferred topics and styles of telling jokes presented in
each social group were different. Then, untranslatibility normally occurs in translation of joke
from source language to target language. According to Catford’s translation study, untranslatibility
can be divided into two aspects: linguistic untranslatibility and cultural untranslatibility. (Catford,
1975)

2. Methods and Material

The aims of this study of jokes translation emphasize the study on the presentation of
humor and the translation techniques required to transfer meaning and sense of humor from
English to Thai. The Thai version of Reader’s Digest is chosen to be the case study since it has
exact departments of jokes and almost all of the jokes published are translated from English.
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This study focuses on six departments of English jokes and Thai translated version
from 2000’s August issue to 2001°s February issue:

1) English version’s “Life is Like That” and Thai version’s “%’-ﬁﬂﬁlﬂuﬂﬁwﬁ’?’

2) English version’s “All in a Day’s Work” and Thai version’s “@15NAAITHUIU
Maw” _

3) English version’s “Laughter, The Best Medicine” and Thai version’s “§ausizho
Uety”

4) English version’s “Humor in Uniform” and Thai version’s “Lﬂ%’lmsmma a”

5) English version’s “Campus Comedy” and Thai version’s “man‘lu%s" IUNIINGIRY”

6) English version’s “Virtual Hilarity” and Thai version’s “lamandnin”

The researcher collected English and translated version jokes form Reader’s Digest
(Thai version), and submitted questionnaire about jokes translation to Rakkhit Rattajumpot,
translator, and editorial department of Reader’s Digest (Thai version): Panu Burutratanapan,
Kiatsuda Suriyayos and Jittima Sirikajorn. The researcher also conducted informal interview
asking for opinion about jokes translation from English to Thai from Panu Burutratanapan and

Jittima Sirikajorn.

After the data collecting process ended, the researcher analyzed methods of creating
humor found in the English version, then the translation techniques found in the Thai translated
version of Reader’s Digest (Thai version)

3. Findings

3.1 Humor presentation in English jokes

It was found that humor presentation in English jokes is introduced by violations of

Grice’s conversational maxims as the follwing, :



af a oA Cd =g L - A
fiudiaInede s Incousiaa i RN (ﬂTH'Il!ﬁ$'Jﬁluﬁﬁilll‘ﬂﬂﬂ'l‘iéﬁlﬂ’lillﬂzﬂ'liﬁﬁlﬂ'l)/ 193

3.1.1 Maxim of Quality
Violation of Maxim of Quality found can be divided in to two groups:

violation with intent and violation due to misunderstanding.

3.1.2 Maxim of Quantity
Maxim of Quantity is violated by giving too much information or not

providing enough information.

3.1.3 Maxim of Relevance
Maxim of Relevance is violated by replying the first character’s topic with

another topic that seems to be irrelevance.

3.1.4 Maxim of Manner
Violation of Maxim of Manner found can be divided into three characters:

talking ambiguously, circumlocution, and proposing confusing topic.
3.2 Translation techniques

The findings showed that the translator employed the dynamic equivalence method in
order to transfer meaning and humor from English jokes to Thai version. Moreover, the translator
and the editorial department also applied adjustment techniques both in word level and sentence

level as the followings.

3.2.1 Word-level adjustments
From the findings, the researcher considered that most of word-level

adjustments found were used to solve cultural difference between English and Thai context.

1) Add explanation

Who wants to be a Millionaire

IENSNATHT
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2) Replace word with phrase or sentence
Erench loaf
vunilesaununsusg

3) Replace problematic with more general meaning word
rural foothills of North Carolina

UDUFUIUIN

4) Add linkage between concepts
Yes, sir. It is the town’s telephone directory

@ 'Y 13
ATUNIU mswaanmmn'dqﬂ'iwmuﬂ“h’ﬁmﬂwmmndumﬂ

5) Delete unimportant word or idiom

As an area manager for a major weight-loss company, I drive a company

car. Both sides of the vehicle carry the company’s name and toll-free number in large print.

o d v AQ o ar = W Oy U4
satlsgdd v shasulugmegdiamsussnamimiin fdeany

§ a o o a ' &
TawangouSHnniouwes Insa Ansgiisaesing

I thought it was both amusing and touching when he assumed the classic

position to propose me—down on one bended knee.

v A A v Aav 1w 1 a
lﬂl']ﬂﬂ!"u'I‘l’.l,'l\]ﬂu\uwamallﬂq‘ﬂu ﬂﬂu’nuuﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂiilluuﬂﬂu’lﬂ

6) Change original meaning to be inconsistent with Thai context

They boil you in oil, whip you and then put you on the rack

a A

ou
a =]
ihdesasnsznznewns Judud udrgndanhnmaning

3.2.2 Sentence-level adjustments

According to the findings of this study, the researcher found that sentence-

level adjustments were applied in order to solve structural difference between the source language

and the target language.
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4. Conclusion

a o @ A o
Inedouting Y. (ﬂ'n'!'lllag'lﬁlu'ﬂiiulﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬁéﬂfﬂillagﬂ'\swwu'l) 1195

1) Rearrange word order
My 21-year-old daughter, Jamie
1wl gnaade 21

2) Adjust phrase to sentence and sentence to phrase

99

“Expecting a special delivery’
“g;mﬂamwmaﬁzﬁmg’mm”

He was very specific in describing the wattage

d o
Tasmizssndesnisvuialaadges Wy

3) Adjust passive voice
A drummer was tired of being told that ‘anyone can play the drums’

& A a A dax ' e 9
yaNadIA U HAUNAILIBNUAL !!ﬂ'n “1ﬂ5c] ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂqulﬂ

4) Add or delete word in sentence

and if I only get one year, three thousand

uddgasilimde Inudnaifioddifer wuszigu 3,000 wisgas
It’s the parrot!

unufnsun

The findings revealed that Grice’ Cooperative Principles can explain how humor is

presented in English jokes. The concept may be quite useful for translator in studying the idea of

each punch-line before interpretation process.

It was found that the untranslatibility, both structural and cultural, was the important

factor that affected meaning and level of humor in translated version. According to the translation

approach mentioned by the translator and the editorial department of Reader’s Digest (Thai

version), however, translation adjustment can solve the untranslatibility and maintain sense of
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humor in the translated version. Additionally, it may infer that nothing but humor is the most
important factor that must be preserved in the translated version. The translator may modify
meaning of the story in case he considered that it would increase level of humor and make it

comprehensible to the Thai context.

The findings of this study may be applied in further study of jokes translation from
English to Thai. The jokes translation approach of Reader’s Digest (Thai version) and translation
adjustment techniques may be quite beneficial, especially for the translator who is new to jokes

translation.



