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A STUDY OF THE ACTIVITIES OF MILITARY BAND OF RAJABHAT
INSTITUTES IN THE LOWER E-SAN GROUP.

NIKOM SRIRUKSOONGNERN : 4136050 : MSMS / M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS : ANAK CHARANYANANDA, B.Ed., M.M., KITTI
SRIPAORAYA, B.A., M.A.,, NARONGCHAI PIDOKRUJT, B.Ed., M.Ed., M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the activities of the military bands of Rajabhat
Institutes in the Lower E-San Group. The purposes of the study were to study the background
of Rajabhat Institutes in the Lower E-San Group as the basic information for arranging the
activities of military bands and to study the activities of the military bands of 4 Rajabhat
Institutes in the Lower E-San Group i.e. Rajabhat Institute Nakhorn Ratchasima, Buriram,
Surin, and Ubon Ratchathani. It was a humanistic study through the qualitative research
method. The researcher collected the data from related literatures, interviewing and
participant observation during 2542-2543 B.E. The results of the study were:

The general information used as the data for study the activities of the
military bands of the 4 Rajabhat Institutes were collected from the Music Program, the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, the Vice Presidents, and the Presidents.
There were 3 general programs in 3 fields i.e. Education, Sciences, and Arts. The music
program consisted of 2 fields i.e. Education and Arts. The military bands included 5
courses i.e. Music Band 1-3, Principles of Music Band, and Band Teaching.

As to the military band activities of 4 Rajabhat Institutes, it was found that
the policies were similar i.e. to serve the purposes of the curriculum. There were
specific plans to develop the bands in order to raise the quality and efficiency.
There were 21 lecturers and conductors. In the case of learning and teaching, every
Rajabhat additional course i.e. Band Teaching. There were 117 musical
instruments. Only 87 instruments were in good condition. Rajabhat Institute Surin
possessed most instruments i.e. 44 pieces. Rajabhat Institute Nakomn Ratchasima
possessed least instruments i.e. 20 pieces.

The problems of the bands were as follows : lack of instruments, too few of
students interested in joining the band. teaching loads. and no proper place for practice.
Sometimes the teachers are assigned to work on something else besides music.

KEY WORDS : ACTIVITIES / MILITARY BAND / RAJABHAT INSTITUTE /
LOWER E-SAN
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
A STUDY OF THE ACTIVITIES OF MILITARY BAND
OF RAJABHAT INSTITUES IN THE LOWER E-SAN GROUP

1. Introduction

The evolution of learning and teaching in Rajabhat Institutes which is the
tertiary institute for the community development has continued since its establishment
until now. The learning and teaching processes have been changed. In the field of arts
and drama have also changed included the change of curriculum to emphasize more
activities in each subject with more practice. )

In the music education curriculum, both the theory and practice were emphasized
to allow the students to make use of their free time, to follow the disciplines, to enjoy the
advantages of the group processes, to practice their creative ability, to improve their
endurance, and to be good leaders and followers. The learning and teaching of the
military bands were the extra-curriculum for helping to improve the efficiency of the
education.

At the present, Rajabhat Institutes has approved 2 music programs i.e. Music
for Secondary School in the Faculty of Education and Music and Plays in the Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences. The curriculum structure of Music Education
included both theory and practice in order to allow the learning to match with the
aims of education. The learners had to take theoretical, practical and elective courses.
All level of education needed he military band teachers. Therefore Rajabhat Institutes
tried to offer the military band activities to serve the needs of the community.

The military band activities intended to help the students to obtain music skills,
the disciplines, good personality, and etc. In order to achieve certain goals, Rajabhat
Institutes have offered activities such as military band contest in the provincial,
regional, national and international levels, participation in the Royal Ceremonies and
others, and also served the communities in various occasions.

Since the societies realized in the importance and needs for Rajabhat Institute
students to obtain knowledge and skills of the military bands in addition to those
mentioned in the curriculum, Rajabhat Institutes in the Lower E-San whose society,

language, tradition and culture were similar, had to produce graduates who could
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create activities that could serve the needs of the societies. The researcher realized in
the essence of the research about the study of the military band activities of the
Rajabhat Institute in Lower E-San Group in order to find out the problems and
obstacles and other factors that might cause the failure to the military band activities.

These new knowledge would be available for the resolution of such problems.

2. Objectives of the Studies

2.1 To study the general information about the Rajabhat Institutes in the Lower
E-San Group that could be the basic data for arranging the military band activities.
2.2 To study the activities of the military bands of Rajabhat Institutes in the

Lower E-San Group.

3. Utility

3.1 To get the information about the activities of the military bands of Rajabhat .
Institutes in the Lower E-San Group in the opinions of the administrators, lecturers, and
students of the military bands.

3.2 To use the problems and estacles found to improve the activities of the
military bands of Rajabhat Institutes in the Lower E-San Group.

3.3 It could be useful for Rajabhat Institutes and other institutes in creating plans for

arranging the activities of the military bands of Rajabhat Institutes in the Lower E-San Group.

4. Scopes of the Studies

4.1 The administrators of Rajabhat Institutes in the Lower E-San Group concerning
the activities of the military bands i.e. the Presidents, Vice-Presidents and Deans.

4.2 The music lecturers and conductors of the military bands of the 4 Institutes.

4.3 The music students and other students who joined the military bands in the

year 2542-2543 B.E.

5. Basic Assumptions

This research studies only the activities of the military bands of Rajabhat
Institutes in the Lower E-San Group consisted of 4 Institutes'i.e.
5.1 Rajabhat Institute Nakorn Ratchasima
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5.2 Rajabhat Institute Buriram
5.3 Rajabhat Institute Surin
5.4 Rajabhat Institute Ubon Ratchathani

6. Data Collection

6.1 Interview Form I. It was constructed to find out about the attitudes of the
administrators concerning the information about the curriculum, buildings, personnel,
budget, and also problems and obstacles and resolutions which collected by means of
semi-interview questionnaires and the interviewing without ordering the questions
and only allow within the scopes. -

6.2 Interview Form II. It was constructed to find out the attitudes of the music
lecturers and conductors concerning the general information about the curriculum,
buildings, supporters, personals, budgets, and also problems and obstacles for
resolutions to improve the institutes by means of semi-interview questionnaires and
the interviewing without ordering the questions and only allow within the scopes
from 21 music lecturers and conductors.

6.3 Interview and Observation Form III. It was constructed to observe behaviors
of the members of the military bands concerning general information of the students,
problems, obstacles, and resolutions to improve the military bands of 4 Rajabhat Institutes
in the Lower E-San Group including 20 persons from each Rajabhat for the total of

80 persons.
7. Results

The researcher presented the results of the study in the following items.

7.1 From the collected general data of Lower-E-San Rajabhat Institutes about
the activities of the military bands, the findings could be classified as administrative
organization management, general curriculum, music curriculum, and military band
curriculum. The details of these curriculums were below.

7.1.1 Administrative organization management
Studying the figures of personnel administration system of the four Lower-E-

San Rajabhat Institutes, the researcher found that they had the similar systéms. That
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was to say, military band activities were under the supervision of music program,

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, vice president, and the president respectively.

7.1.2 General Curriculums
The fourth institutes employed the 1993 curriculum, which approved by the
Office of Rajabhat Institute Councils in learning and teaching administration. There
were 3 curriculums: certificate curriculum, undergraduate curriculum, and 2-year-
undergraduate curriculum (after certificate curriculum), and there were 3 disciplines:
education, sciences, and language arts.
7.1.3 Music Curriculum -
There were 2 curriculums: Bachelor of Arts in music and bachelor of
education in music, and 4 programs. The 4 programs were:
a. Music and Performance Art, certificate level
b. Music and Performance Art, undergraduate level (B.A.)
c. Secondary Education, undergraduate level (B. Ed.)
d. Secondary Education, undergraduate level (2-year B. Ed.).
7.1.4 Military Band curriculum
There were 5 courses: rﬁilitary band practice 1-3, military band principles, and
military band teaching methodology
7.2 The researcher studied the varieties of military band issues found in the 4
institutes such as policy, plans, staff, learning-teaching administration, in class and
out of class rehearsal, lesson planning, teaching aids utilizing, testing and evaluation,
musical instruments, and obstacles and resolution. The summaries of those issues were
below.
7.2.1 Institute policies on military band activities
Each institute identified very similar policies. That is the policies must rely on
objectives of the curriculum. The slightly differences were only some practices.
7.2.2 Plans
There were some specified plans on different aspects for military band
development, especially to increase quality and effectiveness of learning and ;teaching.
These plans were providing budgets plan, annual working calendar, and workshop

organizing for any educational institutes.
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7.2.3 Staff
The study found that there were totally 21 teachers who teach and control
military bands for the 4 Rajabhat institutes. They were
a. Rajabhat institutes Nakhorn Ratchasima, 5 teachers
b. Rajabhat institute Buriram, 6 teachers
c. Rajabhat Surin, 5 teachers
d. Rajabhat Ubon Ratchathani, 5 teachers.
7.2.4 learning and teaching
The 4 institutes offered principles of military band to students to select, however,
Rajabhat Institute Surin offered 1 more class that was military band teaching. -
7.2.5 Inside and outside class rehearsal
The researcher found all institutes had the similar rehearsal schedules, that was
to say, 40 minutes during the lunch- time and Wednesday afternoon activity periods.
For weekends, if there were some rehearsals, they were noisy and disturbed the
afternoon students and weekend students.
7.2.6 Lesson planning
Each institute had lesson planning which specified contents, date, time, and
teaching location.
7.2.7 Teaching aids employment
The 4 institutes had the similar teaching aids such as music recording tracks
for either singing practice or music playing, or for the students’ listening before
rehearsal, and videos presenting both playing while sitting and marching playing.
7.2.8 Testing and evaluation
The 4 Rajabhats assessed the students’ capacity in contents of music, music skills, and
attitudes towards music.
7.2.9 Musical instruments
The total music instruments of all the institutes were 117 pieces, but only 87
pieces work. The institute that had most instruments was Rajabhat Institute Surin (44
pieces), the first runner- up was Rajabhat Institute Buriram (32 Pieces), while Rajabhat
Ubon Ratchathanee and Nakorn Ratchasima had 21 and 20 pieces respectively.
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8. Discussion

From the study results, the military band activities could be discussed as below.

8.1 Office of supervision

Military band activities were under the supervision of music program, faculty
of humanities and social sciences, vice president, and the president consecutively.
Generally, in the administrative systems, student activities should also be under the
supervision of student activity office as the Office of Rajabhat Institute Council
pointed out (2001: Introduction). The office pointed out that people knew well that
personnel administration was the machine driving the organization to success. To be
ready in personnel administrative system, Rajabhat institutes concentrated on
personnel resource administrative system, which was the important. At the present
time, organizations and educational institutes must confront changing condition,
competition, administration, management and systematic working were the forces that
forced Rajabhats to prepare the development of personnel administrative system. This
is a very crucial issue of organizations.

The military band activities of Lower-E-San Group Rajabhat Institutes did not
have any sections under the supervision of Students Activities Office take in charge,
however, the military band activities were done under the roles of music program,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. This made the projects about military
band was proposed through only the faculty. Moreover, since the military band
activities were the tasks of music program, the students who participated in the bands
were only students majoring in music.

Therefore, to enhance efficiency and generate reputation to the institute, the
military band activities should be done under the supervision of the music program
and also the Students Activities Office. This would improve the coordinating and the
work procedures, and to have the activities done accordingly to the functions and
organization management, there should be music clubs or groups for students who
were interested in music.

8.2 Budget

To enhance the most effective learning and teaching, every Rajabhat institute

should receive adequate budget. At the present, all of the institutes received very little:
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budget. The institutes took the budget as a potential administrative tool in identifying
development directions and make the progress into those directions to develop the
productions. The institutes must look for enough budgets to spend in administratidh -
and keep an eye on spending the budget to reach the goals and to spend the money
accordingly to the institute development plans. This point of view matched with the
vision of Prasit Intasorn (interview). Prasit pointed out that the budget provided for
the music program of Rajabhat Institute Nakhornratchasima to buy musical
instruments was very rare. The reason for this might be the small number of students,
inadequate music teachers, and the facilities were not suitable for studying music. The
administrators might not pay enough attention to music program because of those
reasons. It seemed unwise to spend money in music activities. The money spent in
learning and teaching at the present was tuition fee that students paid for music
courses enrollment, The paid money received from the hosts of the shows was very
little. It was almost gone after paying for food and for students. Only little money left
for buying music instruments. Prasit also complained that the projects for military
band development were proposed to the administrators every year but the chance to
receive the suitable amount of the budget seemed slim.

Although the budget on administrative management of each institute was
small, the administrators were willingly to support if the teachers responsible for the
activities of military band could carry on instructive management effectively and
beneficially.

8.3. Effectiveness of the instructors

The study found that the instructors teaching music and the persons in charge
of all the 4 institutes were 21 persons, mostly graduated bachelor degree, 5 earned
master degree and only one person had academic position as an Assistant Professor,
level 8. The longest working experience was 40 years, secondly long experience was
28 years and the least experience was 1 year.

This was agreeable with Punsak Polsaram (1989: abstract) who stated that
there were co-planning of learning and teaching between learners and instructors, lack
of comments, sometimes teachers came to teach late; not enough instructors, lack of
instructors majoring in this subject exactly; building, location, rehearsal room, and

classroom were not suitable for teaching and learning, students had little background
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in music, students lacked responsibility, and students did not pay attention to learning
and practicing. T

Noticeably, there were not any 1nstructors .gréduaﬁng the discipline, which
relates directly to military bands. The ones teaching nowadays are only who used to
be musician and be trained in seminars for some extent. This has been resulted from
the music education management in Thailand that administrated at bachelor degree
level with not at all emphasize the content of military band. For the master degree
level, which was rarely opened, did not have military band major. The researcher
assumed that in near future, when there will be more opening of the level higher than
bachelor degree in the country, various problems should be decreased because the
instructors well realized that they needed on-going additional education to improve
themselves to catch up the changes of societies.

8.4 Management of learning and teaching

All the 4 Rajabhat Institutes of Lower E-San opened only one subject that was
principles of military band. Only Rajabhat Institute Surin increased one more course,
teaching military band. This was insufficient to the students’ learning. There should
be broad opening of selection for every course identified in the curriculum as Pramote
Benjakarn (B.E. 2534:169) pointed out about the curriculum that the curriculum was
like the frame of various working. Having the working frame provided the knowing of
direction and awareness of how much work needed to be done. Similarly to human
developing, the need of curriculum would reveal which trend the development needed
to go on and the frame telling how to do. Therefore, the curriculum needed to match
with the demand of the individual and societies so that they could live on well and
happily in the societies.

However, the educative management according to the curriculum at present
was grouping the selective courses of theories and practices. The researcher visualized
that managing as the required subjects might enhance the efficiency of organizing of
studying and teaching the subjects related to the activities of military band. This was
agreeable to the Office of National Education Committee (B.E. 2539:18) who argued
that good aﬁd qualitative organizing of studying and teaching contributed the learners
to obtain specific qualification, have high efficiency, be able to,manage learning and

teaching according to up-to-date age to keep up to the current of changes of the world.
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Students were able to set experience and atmosphere in learning process, offer
challenging matters, analyze critically which related to the learners to help them fully
de;rélo;i thelr bbtential, including cultivating morality to learners by which the
teachers, themselves could also be good models for learners and people in the
communities. In addition, the teachers must be able to live their lives and choose the
career well and happily.

8.5 Rehearsal in-out study time

The study found that every institute set similar schedule of rehearsal that was
spending the lunch- time about 40 minutes and the activity period on Wednesday
afternoon. For Saturday and Sunday, if there were appointment for rehearsal, the noise
would bother the classroom of afternoon and weekend students. As Tinnakorn Sudcharee
(interview) mentioned on rehearsal in study time that member of students of military band
have different free time, so the rehearsal was fixed during lunchtime, from 12.15-12.55. It
lasted about 40 minutes, Monday to Friday, except Wednesday because the institute fixed
Wednesday afternoon for club activities since 1-3 p.m., and it took about 2 hours. In
semester1, academic year B.E. 2543, the solution from meeting increased the rehearsal
time in the afternoon of Friday from 1-3 p.m. only, otherwise the noise could bother
afternoon classes. Therefore, the duration of rehearsal was 5 days/ week unless other
activities or factors interfered some days. In fact, the rehearsal time was very little and not
realistic as in the calendar planned for work practices.

8.6 Lesson Planning

It was found that every institute had planned on teaching by fixing the
contents, days, time, and places which relate to Adul Pluangsantia (interview) who
stated that the activities of military band in Rajabhat institutes differed a great deal
from those of secondary schools, such as the age of the members in the band was
rather high. Their maturity was higher than young children. They could not behave as
the students of secondary schools. Teaching methods must be somewhat adapted to
provide learners the knowledge and ability for readiness to go out getting jobs. This
must depend on planning together with learners. For Thongrob Juntem (interview), he
stated on this matter that activities of military band had been planned cooperatively

from many sections responsible by setting agreement of organizing as the learning
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process that the educators of music field had determined as the principles to enable
students to gain learning correctly and systematically.

8.7 Using Teaching Media

In conclusion, the study found that all 4 institutes used similar various media
relating to development of music, for example, the recording tracks used for recording
the songs for practicing or for playing to the musicians to listen to before rehearsal.
These were videotapes of performances, both in sitting form and walking as playing,
but the amount of media was not enough to demand.

Noticeably, the group of 4 Rajabhat Institutes of Lower E-San used very little
media due to many causes and factors. Some were used as needed or as available,
such as the videotapes of the military band of Thailand, the cassettes of songs and
music notes. This agreed with Adul Pluangsantia (interview) who stated that using
teaching media was not problem due to the great lack of musical instruments because
students could go to real practice with demonstration. Similar to Thewin Thongnam
(interview), he stated that he turned on the videotapes of the band contests, both in
country and the world level, so his students could watch. He sometimes turned on the
tape with song notes for students to listen, but this kind of media was rare.

8.8 Measurement and evaluation

From the study of the methods in measurement and evaluation the activities of all
4 institutes, the finding was that students’ ability was measured on music contents, music
skills and music attitude. In the same way to Narut Suthajit (B.E. 2536: 150-161), he
mentioned about measurement and evaluation that there were 3 parts of work; music
contents were emphasized on creating the tests of various aspects, for music skills, it was
the matter of practices which relate to the values measured by data on quantitative and
qualitative, and For music attitude, the evaluation was based mainly on qualitative data.

Any activity lacked of measurement and evaluation, despite of success, it

could be possible with great difficulty. It was the success of uncertain goal and
level or-it could be said that measurement and evaluation was compared as if the
compass of traveling to lead effectively to the goal and brought up highest efficiency
as the objectives settled. As same as Thongrob Juntem (interview) with his statement
about this doing that after teaching and learning or playing in different work, many

methods were used in assessment to know the results of students’ learning that as long
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as the time passed how much they had gained. It was obvious that the success was
satisfactory to every section. The students also showed thieir desire more in rehearsal.

8.9 Musical Instruments

The study found that the musical instruments in Military Band of each institute
were totally 177 pieces, but were usable only 87 pieces. The institute obtained most
pieces is Rajabhat Surin, with 44 pieces. The second was Rajabhat Buriram, of 32
pieces. For the two institutes of Ubonrachathani and Nakornrachasima the number
was as close as 21 pieces and 20 pieces, respectively.

However, the finding was that the amount of usable pieces of Surin and
Buriram was close, but Ubonrachathani obtained less usable pieces. This-means that
only the number of musical instruments of Surin and Buriram could be established to
be Military Band of medium size. For the small band, Nakornrachasima and
Ubonrachathani could be combined. According to the performances of Military Bands
during the academic years B.E. 2542-B.E.2543, the musical ihstruments had to be

borrowed from other education institutes in order to accompany the performance.

9. Suggestions

From this research, the researcher has suggested the guidelines to improve the
activities of Military Band of Rajthﬁl Institutes in the lower E-San Group as the following:

9.1 Promotion should be put to every institute for the activities of Military
Band and the support to have the band with quality, ability to perform in various job
occasions, both in the institute and in the nearby communities.

9.2 Training seminar should be held on the matter of Military Band by
inviting the specialists to be demonstrators, so that the instructors and the students can
gain knowledge and ability more. The extension should also reach to the primary and
secondary schools in later time.

9.3 There should be the support to the instructors of Military Band to enroll
for higher education both in the country and abroad.

9.4 The support should get the Military Band of the institute to go out serving the
communities and various education institutes as to train direct experiences to the students.

9.5 There must be the-exhibition display for the education of Military Band as

to provide information to students and people in general.
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9.6 There should be development of curriculum on the subject of Military
Band in higher education institutes to be acceptable to societies by being the field of
Military Band, particularly both the level of Bachelor degree and higher level.

Suggestions for further research

From the study of the activities of Rajabhat Institutes in the lower E-San Group,
there are many more interesting matters to be recommended to the persons interested to
do research study of Military Band in all levels of education. To obtain the correct data
from doing the research, the researcher would propose as the followings:

1) The study of technical methods of teaching military band in Rajabhat
institutes. -

2) The study of the curriculum related to the military band in Rajabhat institutes.

3) The study of attitudes of the instructors teaching military bands.

4) The study related to the other matters of military bands.
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