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KEY WORDS : MUSIC / PRASIT PAYOMYONG / THAI POPULAR SONGS

SITSAKE YANDERM : THE MUSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF MR.PRASIT
PAYOMYONG. THESIS ADVISORS : NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, B.Ed., M.Ed,, M.A,,
KITTI SRIPOURAYA, B.A.,, M.A,, SURAT KEMALEELAKUL, B.M.,, M.M., JANIDA
TANGDAJAHIRAN, B.Ed., M.M., D.M.A. 224 p. ISBN 974-665-962-6

This thesis, The Musical Characteristics of Mr. Prasit Payomyong, is objectively
aimed to study and analyze the life and musical works of Mr. Prasit Payomyong. The research
methodology applied in this thesis was a qualitative approach on Ethnomusicological concepts.
Data were collected through individual interviews, printed matter and have been analyzed along
with socio-revolutional theory and western music theory. The processed information was
presented in a descriptive study approach.

He has worked as a night club musician and was a founder of the Bangkok Swing
band. After that, he becamg a harmonic composer of several official and private music bands;
then, a lecturer to a large number of youths, teachers and musicians. From music characteristic
analysis, his works in 1954-1973, like Duan-ei (1954), Bann-rao (1960), Rak-ter-sa-mer (1963),
Kon-deyo-nai-duang-jai (1965), Nee-rak (1966) and Ta-lae-chee-wit (1973) reflected different
stages of development in that period there were 3 phases. (1) studying period, 1936-1958, (2)
public service period, 1959-1968 and (3) privately employed period, 1969-present. Among his
works, 6 of them showed unique musical style by mixing the two musical cultures of Thai
| classical pentatonic together with western half-tone harmonic arrangements.

The result of this study indicated that Mr. Prasit Payomyong, was one of the pioneers
who established harmonic composition teaching and became an expert counseller to Siam Kolkarn
Music School, until now. In his musical works, he joined Mr. Udom Sattakowit and Mrs. Sherry
Savettanan to compose music which were awarded royal prizes. He was certified to be a National

Artist of Performing Art in 1989.
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Exclusive Summary

The Musical Characteristics of Mr.Prasit Payomyong

Abstract

This thesis, The Musical Characteristics of Mr. Prasit Payomyong, is quectively
aimed to study and analyze life and musical works of Mr. Prasit Payomyong. The research
methodology applied in this thesis is qualitative approach on Ethnomusicological concepts. Data
have been collected through individual interviews and printed matters and have been analyze
along with socio-revolutional theory and western music theory. The processed information has
been presented in descriptive study approach.

From the result of this study, Mr. Prasit Payomyong was born on 7 March 1926. He
started to learn music with his uncle and continued studying music composition and harmonic
arrangment by his own self. He worked as a night club musician and was a founder of the
Bangkok Swing band. After that, he became a harmonic composer of several official and private
music bands; then, a lecturer to a large number of youths, teachers and musicians, successively.
He was one of the pioneers who established the harmonic composition teaching and became an
expertise counseller to Siam Kolkam Music School up till now. About his musical works, he
joined with Mr. Udom Sattakowit and Mrs. Sherry Savettanan to compose many musics which are
awarded several royal prizes. Finally, he was certified to be a National Artist of Performing Art in
1989.

From the music characteristic analysis, his works in 1954-1973; like Duan-ei (1954),
Bann-rao (1960), Rak-ter-sa-mer (1963), Kon-deyo-nai-duang-jai (1965), Nee-rak (1966) and Ta-
lae-chee-wit (1973); reflected different development along that period which could be divided into
3 phases as (1) studying period, 1936-1958 (2) public service period, 1959-1968 (3) private
employed period, 1969-present. Among his works, 6 of them showed his unique music style by
mixing two music cultures which is the application of Thai classical pentatonic in music

composition together with the western half-tone harmonic arrangement.
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Introduction

Mausic is high-classed science and art which is bound to human lives for a long time.
Music is distinguished along human cultures, ways of living or walks of life in each communities.
Music is c;eated by human and is gradually refined to serve the society and becomes national
culture at last. This nature of music indicates the fact of unique music characteristics in any
developed countries.

Around 50 years ago after The Second World War, Thai people experienced peaceful
period which encouraged them to concentrate more on art and culture like drama, dance and
music. Especially, music has close relationship to Thai life style for a long time. Music also
enhances the tenderness of mind and with sweet, melodious sound of music, it could gather people
together to play and listen to. Song, as work of art, is one of human means to exhibit their feelings
and emotions to the others through words of song and thythm. One of the popular style of music
during that period is Thai Popu'lar Music.

Thai Popular Music is the social phenomenon of the mixed culture among Thai and
western styles. This type of music was improved and developed to be one of the national
conceptual work of art by Thai artists. By using Thai language to compose the words of song, this
type of music is arranged in western music theory and resulted in sweet-sounding singing and
playing by musical instruments.

With the popularity of Thai Popular Music during the post Second World War period
in Thai society, there were many singers, song-writers, musicians and song composers to serve
Thai society. Among the myriad of them, few, like Mr. Prasit Payomyong, could produce

distinctive works and be accepted succeddingly to the present.
. Mr. Prasit Payomyong is famous in music composition and harmonic arrangement
which is proved by his several music composition rewards such as Golden Record Award, Golden
Antenna Award, Silver Music Award and Golden Music Award. Especially in harmonic
arrangement, his reputaﬁon has been extolled as an 1989 National Artist in Performing Art: Tha1
Popular Music-Music arrangement.

As a man who was granted the highest glory to be National Artist, the recognition of
his exceptional work must be exist. His omniscience in that particular field of science and abilities

to develop and to transfer must be well-known as good as his merit and code of conduct in his
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occupation and his successful service to his society. The study and analysis of life and musical
works of these honorable people are generally accepted in western Musicology such as the study
of life and musical works of Ludwig Van Beethoven, or the study of techniques and characteristics
of the violinist, Niccolo Paganini etc. In Thailand, this type of study is in Ethnomusicology field
which could gencrate conceptual and intellectual benefits and values, also enhance human
capability. It dose not only directly concern about music production, but also provide the learning
of environmental effects over the artist life through his individual characteristic music.

Being aware of the importance of this study, the researcher did paid attention to study
in life and musical works of the artist, Mr. Prasit Payomyong, including analysis his uniqueness or
characteristics of music composition and arrangement by setting the research topic as “The
Musical Characteristics of Mr. Prasit Payomyong” The result of this research leads to the
understanding of his life and works, ti1e characteristics of his music composition and arrangment
and his genius. Additionally, this research also serves as a dissemination of his fame and his

works to the public.

Objectives
1. To study Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s life and musical works.

2. To analyze Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s music characteristics.

Scope

1. In the study of Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s life and musical works, the researcher aims
to specifically study his life and experience in music field, his works and his prizes through the
interview and printed matters.

2. In the analysis of Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s music characteristics, the researcher
aims to specifically study the characteristics of his music composition and arrangement in 6 Thai
popular music, played by combo band, which are Duan-ci (Popular Music Award of 1954), Bann-
rao (Popular Music Award of 1960), Rak-ter-sa-mer (Best Seller Award of 1963), Kon-deyo-nai-
duang-jai (Popular Music Award of 1965), Nee-rak (Gloden Record Award of 1966) and Ta-lae-
chee-wit (Silver Music Award of 1973).
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3. The analysis of Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s music characteristics in music composition

and arrangement of 6 songs has been divided into 2 parts as follows:

1. The analysis of music elements was divided into 3 parts as melody
analysis; which consists of the studies of music forms, phrases and their improvement, rhythms,
melodic curves, melodic climax and scales; harmony analysis; which consists of the studies of
chord progression, cadences, non-chord tones and modulation; and arrangement analysis; which
consists of the studies of introduction parts, ending parts, melodic backgrounds such as melodic
filler and counter melody, and the popular style in accompaniment.

2. The study of music environment affected Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s
music composition and arrangement during 1954-1973 was divided into 2 parts which are the
study of differences and development of his music composition and arrangement of those 6 songs
and the study of music appearance and characteristics of his music composition and arrangement
of those 6 songs in different divided periods of his life which have the effects of his involved

environment.

Methods

The study of The Musical Characteristics of Mr. Prasit Payomyong is on qualitative
approach by collecting data from the interviews of himself, colleques, relatives and friends,
singers and musicians and from the printed matters and other materials like song notes, records,
cassette tapes, books, magazines, research and articles. The processed information is presented in
descriptive way; while, the processing is divided into 4 stages as follows:

1. The data collection stage is divided into 2 parts which are literature review from
printed matters and field survey by interviewing Mr. Prasit Payomyong and other relevant persons.

2. The data processing stage is also divided into 2 parts along the fields of study. For
his life and work study, data have been collected through interviewing tapes and have been
classified into several categories like life, music experience, musical works and awarded prizes.
Then, collected data from printed matters also have been treated similarly. For his music
characteristic study, the rersearcher put those 6-song cassette tapes through transcription process;

then, retyped into music computer software, named Encore 4.21 inorder to obtain music element
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analysis. Whereas, the collected data from the interviews and printed matters of those 6 songs for
the analysis of environmental factors affected his music composition and arrangement during
1954-1973 have been treated seperately for his music characteristics aspect and his music
appearance aspect.

3. The data analysis stage is still divided into 2 parts. In life and musical work
analysis, the researcher first checked the concordance of data from the interviews and printed
matters and completed them; then, processed with the researcher’s idea. In music characteristics
analysis, the researcher analyzed his 6 songs’ melodies, harmonies and arrangements for music
element analysis. The researcher applied sociological theories in music environmental factors
affected his music composition and arrangement analysis and his music appearance analysis.

4. The information presentation stage is qualitatively presented in descriptive way.
Information about his life and works is exhibited in chapter 4; whereas, the information about his

music characteristics is disclosed in chapter 5.

Results
1. Life and Works of Mr. Prasit Payomyong

: Mr. Prasit Payomyong was born in the reign of King Rama the Seventh. He got pre-
college certificate in Jurisprudence and Politics. He was married with 2 children. He started to
learn music with his uncle until he was 17 years old. After that he studied music composition and
arrangement on his own and started to playi professional music in restaurants, bars and nightclubs.
He set up the Bangkok Swing band and worked w1th the recording company. Then, he joined the
Prasarn Mitr band, Public Relation Department band and Bangkok Municipality band
consecutively. Finally, he became music teacher at Siam Kolkarn Music School till he was retired
and turned to be expertise counseller there up till now. For his musical works he joined with the
song writer, Mr. Udom Sattakowit, and the singer, Mrs. Sherry Savettanan to produce several
works .like the arrangement of the song written by the King, musician works and music
composition works. He gained several music composition prizes such as Golden Record Award,
Golden Antenna Award, Distinguished Paragon Musician Awards and Golden Music Award. He
also has been extolled as an 1989 National Artist in Performing Art: Thai Popular Music-Music

arrangement.
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2. Music Characteristics of Mr. Prasit Payomyong

His 6 songs such as Duan-ei (1954), Bann-rao (1960), Rak-ter-sa-mer (1963), Kon-
deyo-nai-duang-jai (1965), Nee-rak (1966) and Ta-lae-chee-wit (1973) have different music
composition and arrangement along the changed environment during 1954-1973. His music
appearance could be classified into 3 stages. The first stage was in his studying period, 1954-
1958. His work in this stage like Duan-ei was influenced by western popular music both in music
composition and arrangement. The second stage during 1959-1968 was his public service period.
In this stage, his work showed the mix of Thai music culture in music composition and western
popular music style in music arrangement like the song, Bann-rao. The third stage was started in
1969 up to present. His work reflected the refinement and expertise in both music composition
and arrangement like Ta-lae-chee-wit. From all 3 stages, his works has uniqueness by mixing 2
music cultures in his music composition and arrangement. He applied pentatonic scale in his
music composition; while, in his music arrangement, he applied I-vii’7/ii-ii-V7 chord patterns,
secondary dominants, borrowed chords, substituted’ chords and modulation. This application
leaded to western music style of chromatic harmony which is his distinguished characteristics of

Mr. Prasit Payomyong.

Discussion

1.  Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s music composition and arrangement, and music
appearance in the song - Duan-ei

Duen-ei (Popular Music Award of 1954) was played by violin, clarinet, accordion,
guitar, piano, bass and drums. The melody is in ternary form with chromatic conjunct motion
melody curve which is the western style since he experienced the form and style of western music
in Prasarn Mitr band. The harmony uses I-vii’7/ii-ii-V7 chord patterns, secondary dominants
which leads to chromatic harmony, borrowed chords, half-diminished seventh chords, and
substituted chords. This song uses D minor and D major scale with parallel key modulation which
is barely found in Thai popular music. The arrangement in introduction part begins with iv chord;
while, in ending part, the secondary dominant is applied and ended with half cadence. These

differences of beginning with iv chord instead of I chord as in Thai popular music and ending with
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secondary dominant which causes the chromatic harmony and half cadence which reflects
continuition make this song very charming,

Generally, Thai popular music in that time like Kong-chit (Popular Music Award of
1954), which is composed by Lieutenant General Kab Kunchorn and written by Mrs. Cha-um
Panjapan, uses D major scale, and diatonic harmony.

2. Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s music composition and arrangement, and music
appearance in the song - Bann-rao, Rak-ter-sa-mer, Kon-deyo-nai-duang-jai, and Nee-rak

These songs of him reflect more Thai musical style in his melody since he worked
with Mr. Ue Suntornsanan and Mr. Sutin Tesarak, grand masters of Thai popular music. Bann-rao
(Popular Music Award of 1960) was played by violin, clarinet, vibraphone, guitar, piano, bass and
drums. Vibraphone is applied for a gong due to the melody plot of the song — Lao Duang Duan.
During this period, Mr. Prasit Payomyong worked with Public Relation Department band in a day
time and played at Rophino Night Club at night simultaneously. Melody is in ternary form with
disjunct motion melody curve which is pair of 3 minor scale and pair of 4 perfect scale along Thai
style pentatonic scale. In harmony, borrowed chords and substituted chords were applied. This
song was created from Ab major scale with modulation. For the arrangement in the introduction
part, song phase is created by using sequence process and in the ending part, bVI chord is inserted
before ending with I chord. For background counter melody, there is repetition melodic
background on different range of chord which reflects Thai music style.

His song, Rak-ter-sa-mer (Best Seller Award of 1963), was played by violin, clarinet,
accordion, guitar, piano, bass and drums. When he worked on this song and the other two songs,
Kon-deyo—n&_xi—duang—jai and Nee-rak, Mr. I;rasit Payomyong worked with Bangkok Municipality
band in the day time; while, played at Lolita Night Club at night. Melody was created in binary
form with the melody curve moved like conjunction motion, disjunct motion and repetition. This
was the blend of western style and Thai style. There. was no -application of chromatic melody
curve like Duen-ei or pentatonic scale like Bann-rao. Harmony was composed with series of
chord pattern which were I-vii 7/ii-ii-V7 and secondary dominant to cause chromatic harmony.,
There was substituted chord, too. I-vii"7/ii-ii-V7 chord pattern also was applied in the introduction

arrangement and the chord progression was chromatic harmony in the ending arrangement.
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Kon-deyo-nai-duang-jai (Popular Music Award of 1965) was played by violin,
clarinet, accordion, guitar, piano, bass and drums. Melody was in ternary form. Phase
development was repetition and extension. Melody curve was conjunct motion, disjunct motion
and repetition like his song, Rak-ter-sa-mer. Harmony was I-vi-ii-V7 chord pattern with
secondary dominant to cause chromatic harmony and borrowed chord. This song was in Eb major
scale with modulation. The arrangement in introduction used I-vi-ii-V7 chord pattern like in
general, but, at the ending, there were the modulation from Eb major scale to E major scale and
from E major scale back to Eb major scale.

Nee-rak (Gloden Record Award of 1966) was played by violin, clarinet, accordion,
guitar, piano, bass and drums. Melody was in ternary form. This song was created in E harmonic
minor scale and melody curve was conjunct motion, disjunct motion and repetition, different from
Rak-ter-sa-mer and Kon-deyo-nai-duang-jai and lead to be more western in style. Harmony was

-secondary dominant-chromatic harmony. In the arrangement, there was the first inversion of bass
chord in the introduction which was different from normal leading with root position and there
was contrary motion in accompaniment at the ending part.

Most of Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s harmony was chromatic harmony; whereas, there
was Thai style in melody whfch was different from general Thai popular music during that time.
For example, in Wi-hok-hern-lom (Golden Record Award of 1964) which was composed by Mr.
Saman Karnjanapalin and written by Suntreeya Na Wiangkanjana, meiody was in G major
pentatonic scale like Bann-rao, but, the harmony mostly was diatonic without substituted chord
and modulation.

3.  Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s music composition and arrangement, and music
appearance in the song - Ta-lae-chee-wit.

Ta-lae-chee-wit (Silver Music Award of 1973) was played by violin, clarinet, electone,
guitar, piano, bass and drums. When he worked on this song, he joined Siam Kolkarn Music
School already. Melody was in ternary form and phase development was in repetition. Melodic
curve was conjunct motion, disjunct motion and repetition. In harmony there was the altered
chord of ii(b6)-ii6-ii(b6) and IM7-16-IM7 which made the song move all the time. There also
were the application of I-vii"7/ii-ii7-V7 chord pattern, secondary dominant for chromatic harmony

and substituted chord. This song created from C major scale with modulation. The arrangement
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in introduction used sequence and repetition in phase development and there were chord
progression of I-bVII-bVI-V7sus4. In the ending arrangement, there was bVIM7-bIIM7-IM7
chord progression. In melodic background, there was melodic filler and cliché which led to
multiple harmony and various melody for this song.

Most of the Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s harmony was still chromatic harmony for this
song like a few of Thai popular song at the same age such as Hak-ruu-sak-nid (Golden Record
Award of 1971), composed by Mr.Prapan Sanitwong and written by K. Surangkanang, which was
created in G major scale with secondary dominant for chromatic harmony instead of diatonic
harmony fo.r most of Thai popular song at that time.

Conclusively, among 6 songs of Mr. Prasit Payomyong, there is a music characteristic
which was generated from the mix of 2 different music culture, Thai music style and western
music style. The application of pentatonic scale in melody and the chromatic harmony in

arrangement drive his song unique and different from others’.

Suggestion

1. The suggestion for successive and extensive studies shold be the study of words of
thdse 6 songs of Mr. Prasit Payomyong and the comparative study of Mr. Prasit Payomyong’s
music composition and arrangement style and other present works.

2. The general suggestion for this type of study should be the music characteristics
study of others like P. Chuenprayoch. This study results in the understanding of Mr. Prasit
Payomyong’s life , musical works, and awarded prizes which could provide great benefit to the
society and could be a paragon for upcoming generation. The analysis of mix cultuﬁe musical
works of him should be thorouéhly publized among schools and academic institutions as good

example for further music composition and arrangement study.
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