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The type of sexual partner especially prostitutes is one important risk
factor for HIV and other sexually transmitted disease. Often, the first sexual contact
happens without proper protection. This research intended to study the types of first
sexual partners and factors influencing the types of first sexual partners using some of
the data from the project titled “Determinants of sexual Behavior that Influence the
risk of Pregnancy and Diseases among Rural Tﬁai Young adults” conducted in 1995.
In addition, a sample group consisting of 288 sexually experienced unmarried male
youth were given questionnaires to obtain information about the type of sexual
partner.

It was found that nearly half of the respondents had first sexual
intercourse with prostitutes. About one — third had first sexual intercourse with
girlfriends/lovers. The number of those who had first sex with friends and the number
of those who had first sex with loose girls were not much different. The results of
Multinomial Logistic Regression found that the youth who were in school were more
likely to have had sexual intercourse with girlfriends/lovers than loose girls compared
to those who were not students. The youth from warm families were more likely to
have had sex with friends than to have had first sex with loose girls compared to those
from poor families. The youth who lived far from town were more likely to have had
first sexual intercourse with girlfriends/lovers than prostitutes compared to those who
lived near the town.

This research suggests policy measures to promote and upgrade the

compulsory education, campaigning for good relationship in families. Moreover,

visiting entertainment places of youth should be closely monitored.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Rationale

Sexual behavior is a part of human nature which emerges when a person grows
up to be an adolescent - the age between childhood and adulthood. Adolescent
develop themselves fast both physically and mentally. Therefore, the opposite sex
becomes attractive and sexual intercourse consequently begins (Somprayoon, 1988).

The recent development of the country in economics, education and
technology, and the modernization of western civilization, have caused changes in the
social and cultural structure of population, especially for the adolescent. They have the
idea that premarital sex is exciting and having a lover and buying sex-services is
fashionable. The mentioned behaviors have now seemingly been accepted in the youth
environment (Sakondhavat et al., 1987). Several studies found Thai young men have
more sexual experiences than Thai young women of the same age group (Prasartkul et
al., 1987 ; Jariyawong, 1996 ; Pattaravanich, 1995). This may be caused by Thai
social values that differentiate male from female. It is required that a woman hide out
her sexual desire, however a sexual affair for a man is nothing special. Some Thai

young men believe they may be regarded as perfect men only after they have had
sexual intercourse with prostitutes for their first time (Archawanitkul and Chamsanith.

1994).
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The types of sexual partner is a very important risk factor for HIV and other
sexually transmitted discases (STDs) since the first sexual intercourse may occur
without proper protection. According to the demographic idea of Davis and Blake
(1995 cited in Prasartkul, 1979). Sexual intercourse and birth control are the
intermediate variables those affect fertility. When the youth have their first sex at a
very young age, they are lacking in maturity and responsibility leading to the risk of
unwanted pregnancy. This may lead to abortion, which is a social problem..
Adolescent, who have early sexual intercourse find that they have no idea about birth
control or abortion in their rﬁind (Isarabhakdi, 1997, Pattaravanich, 1995; Thongsiri,
1996).

One study found that three out of four of middle class men had their first
sexual experience with a sex worker and rhorc than half of those men are between tht:~
age of 18-22 years at that time (Laosuksakul, i995). This conforms the conclusion
made by Nopkesorn et al., (1990) who found three out of four military conscripts in
the North have their first sexual experience with sex workers. In addition 96.7 percent
of clients at an STD clinic had their first sexual experience with a prostitute
(Longcharoen, 1992).

From research of the above mentioned subject found the first sexual
intercourse occurred at the very beginning of teenage years and most of them had sex
with sex workers. However, in present , there are media about the risk of venerealA
diseases especially HIV which is still incurable, thus sexual behavior diverted from
buying sex to casual sex with their sweethearts or girl friends for the sake of safety

(Saiprasert and Ford, 1993; Podhisita et al., 1994; Howharn, 1996; Boontam, 1992).
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According to a report on AIDS in Thailand in 1998, sexual intercourse is
regarded as the highest risk factor for infection. Men are four times more likely than
women to be infected with AIDS (Infectious disease control Dept., 1998). Many men
have multiple sexual partners, some of which are prostitutes. Moreover, men who visit
prostitutes tend to repeat the behavior (Podhisita et al., 1994; Ford and Kittisuksatit,
1995 cited in Achawanichkul and Chaemsanit, 1994). This is how venereal diseases
and AIDS spread to their girlfriends or wives. The data from National Statistics Office
(1990 ) indicates that young people are one-sixth of the population all over the country
and 80 percent of those young people live in rural coun;cry who will be the important
function of future development. Therefore, the first sex of young men in rural areas is
a very interesting episode.

The type of sexual partners for Thai young people at their first sexual is very
interesting for the researcher. This study examined the factors affecting their first
sexual intercourse with various type of sexual partners of male youth. Those are a
group of high risk and more sexual experience. The resuiting of the above study dose
not clearly explain the differences of factors of the first sex with type of sexual
partners. However, this research will benefit the study of young people and their

sexual behavior and setting prevention measures and solving problems in due course.

1.2 Objectives of the study

1. To study the type of first sexual partner of Thai male youth in rural areas.

2. To study the affects of various factors on the type of first sexual partner.
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1.3 Expected results

1. Guideline of study about sexual partner of the youth for their first sex; the
result of which will help plan prevention measures and solve various problems
affected by sexual intercourse.

2. Findings that will be useful for policy makers and planners , as well as

implementations for related organization.
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CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter review existing literature concerning theories, and research
pertaining to this sexual partner study in four different parts i.e.,

1. The sexual system theory

2. Reference group model

3. Social learning theory

4. Factors affecting sexual intercourse

2.1 Model and theory

Models and theories used to explain the sexual intercourse of young people are

as follows :

2.1.1 The sexual system theory

According to Abramson (1983) mentioned the sexual behavior theory by
referring to sexual expression which is controlled by a hypothesized mechanism
called cognitive structure. Cognitive structure is the data base on sensation and
experiences of each person. This structure controls all sexual behaviors which develop
from four inputs i.e.,

1) Parental standards which are implanted inside and then develop to be part of

cognitive structure.
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2) Social norms; not only from parents but children also learn from their peers,
religious organization, community, media, etc.

3) Maturation; physical, intellectual and personality.

4) Previous sexual experiences which were internalized and develop to be
codes of conduct controlling sexual behavior.

This theory postulates that learning of sex begins at early age. Proper sexual
education will encourage proper sexual behavior in adolescents. Family and social

factors help form codes of conduct for each different way of life.

2.1.2 Reference group theory

Peers take more role (Teevan, 1972) cited in Lakatep (1995) explained about
the influences of the reference group especially peers group against the vision of
sexual behavior in two deferent W;clyS ie.

1) Behavior and expressibn of sexual activities of the group of peers is seen as
the norm and accepted by the adolescence.. That is sexual behavior of their peers
becomes their own behavior.

2) Peers act as social reinforcement. Adolescents accept their peers to doing
or undoing.

Peers, therefore, help teach social normns, even sexual norms. Learning from
peers may lead to social norms. However, if the premarital sex, one is norm in peers

group. Adolescence may had to be decline.
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2.1.3 Social learning theory.

Bandura (1977) proposed the theory that the fundamental of social support is
society acts continually as direction controller of personal behavior and interaction
betWeen person and the society. Social learning caﬁses changing in thought, emotion,
action and expectation. The next expression depends on the revaluation of the
feedback of past behavior. If the result of revaluation is negative the pertaining
behavior is likely to be changed. Therefore, with social support, the youth behavior

will change easily according to their circumstances {including sexual behavior).

2.1.4 Idea about factors influencing sexual intercourse.

Factors influencing the sex life of the adolescent are classified (Brook-Gumm
and Furstenburg, in Muuss, ed. 1990) cited in Tansakul (1997) as follows :

1) Biologic factor, the sexual hormone influences the adolescent’s sexual
behavior directly with the help of the social factors as stimulator of sexual
experimentation, i.e. the girl who matures quickly sexuality tends to be free from her
parents, date and have intercourse earlier than one who matures slowly.

2) Home factors, i.e. parents’ sexual values , relationship in the family and
cultivation from parents about sexual intercourse, all of which influence the timing of
first intercourse.

3) Peer factors, i.e. sexual norms of the group which influences the sexual
behavior of the adolescent.

4) Education factors, i.e. student with low educational levels have intercourse

earlier, and most of which are status economic poor.
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5) Social factors, i.e. customs, culture, education background and social

welfare.

2.2 Relevant research

Sexual intercourse in adolescence has now become very important . In Thai
society, men are free to have sexual experiences, i.e. buying sex services for
entertainment. Moreover, Thai men may have more than one lover at a time (Rung-
Uthai, 1990). Research shows that intercourse at early agé comes naturally to the
adolescent and learning to have sexual intercourse is an advantage and pleasure.
Moreover, 68.5 percent of the adolescent has had sexual intercourse (Archavanitkul
and Chamsanith, 1994). A study on the Thai youth found 70.6 percent of young men
in urban area and 68.2 percent in rural area have experienced sexual intercourse
(Prasartkul et al., 1990). Regarding sexual partners of adolescents, a study found a
relationship between education and sexual activity among secondary student from a
non-formal learning center of Chaiengﬁlai. It was found that 61.2 percent of them
have had sexual intercourse with a prostitute and 32.6 percent have had sexual
experience with their opposite ’sex friends (Sampanthasit, 1992) cited in
Siriwattanakan (1998). Many studies have found most of the young people have
sexual intercourse with prostitutes (Katiarnurak, 1992; Boontam, 1990; Chanprathip
et al., 1999) Other studies found that the adolescence have ano‘;her group of sexual

partners such as friends, lovers or fiancees (J iampraéhanarakom, 1994; Howharn,
1996; Patiyoot, 1998) From research of Churarat Howharn (1996), it shows that a boy

has his first intercourse at age eight. The study of Sripatra Jariyawong (1996) in the
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mentioned year found young workers in a Nakornratchasima factory had their first
sexual experience at age 13 on average. Prevention of venereal disease Was found
rather neglected especially in cases of making love with lovers or friends. This
confirms the result of the research on cultural factors influencing the safe sexual
behavior of the adolescent. It was found that three out of four of intercourse between
young lovers happened without using a condom (Pattaravanich, 1995).

According to the above statement, adolescents‘ of contemporary society have
various opinions about sexual behavior. The first sexual experience occurs at a young
age. Intercourse with sex workers is at a high rate. The STD/AIDS prevention rate is

low in proportion. The research is, therefore, studying about factors of sexual behavior

in adolescents as follows:

2.2.1 Sexual partner of the youth.

The sexual partners of adolescents is an important factor to study. The
following concerns research in Thailand. Angsana Boontam (1992) identified risk
factors for HIV. The research found most of the male population (high school students
in Konkhaen) have first sexual intercourse with girlfriends. About half of the school
boys had sexual experiences with prostitutes before joining the high school class.
Charurat Jiamprachanarakorn (1994) researched factors in relation to HIV prevention
in vocational school boys. The sample group consisted of 514 boys and the study

found almost half of the group had their first sexual experience with lovers and

friends. The research by Supajari WajeepiWat (1990) studied 357 boys of Muttayom



Mallika lyarapattana Literature Review / 10

6-student (Secondary school level 6) in Bangkok and found half of them had sexual
experience and 81.7 percent of the experienced boys paid for prostitutes.

The finding of the above mentioned research yield different results. It may be
because of different time and population.

According to the concepts and different theories reviewed above, this research

can point out pertaining factors to sexual intercourse of young men in the villages as

follows :

1. Age of first sexual intercourse.

Age of first sexual intercourse is an important factor because the youngster has
not enough emotion and sexual understanding. The early maturation of the youngster
is coursed by the endocrine glands, which stimulate the metabolism of the
youngster’s body (Abramson, 1983). This is the reason why young people engage in
sexual activity at an earlier age. The study of sexual and self - care behavior of Thai
male from a group of 300 patients at a Bangkok venereal disease clinic found that they
paid for sex between ages 15-19 (Longcharoen, 1990). The mentioned result is in line
with a study of sexual behavior risk towards HIV infection among male students in a
vocational college in the northeast of Thailand. The said sample group consisted of
455 boys, age 15-24. It found that the school boys visited prostitutes when they were
17 years, on average (Katiarnurak, 1992). A study of sexual views and behavior

concerning the purchasing of sex found that 75 percent of middle class men had their
first sexual experience with a prostitute at the age of 18-22, with and average age of

18.9 years (Laosuksakul, 1995). However, a study of sexual behavior and factors
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associated to sexual intercourse among male adolescent students in Surin Municipal
area, Sufin Province found a different result, i.e. 59.8 percent of their first sexual
partners were girlfriends, at first intercourse average of age of 16.1 years (Howharn,
1996). This is in line with the study under the title “Male Client of the Sex Trade in
Thai Society : A Pilot Study of Male Teenagers Buying Sex” which studied a group of
vocational school boys of ages 17-24 and found 69 percent had their first sexual
experience with lovers and loose girl (Chamsanit and Archavanitkul, 1994) cited in
Laosuksakul (1995). It has been found that the first sexual partner of the adolescent
varies. A problem in connection with sex at an early age is that the adolescent lacks
the knowl'edge and a correct understanding of sex including venereal protection.

In the case of having a lover as a sexual partner, the lack of emotion leads to
problems. This research shows the age of first sex is a related and interesting factor

which affects choice of sexual partners in adolescents.

2. Relationship in the family

The family is the first and smallest unit of the society but very important
because it plays the important role of developing a child to maturity. The family
cultivates, takes care, encourages and hélps solve problems. An adolescent from a
warm family will have immunization against misconduct. However, the status of the
present economy and society worsens the relationship in the family. Both father and
mother have to work to make ends meet, therefore, they have less time for the family.

The adolescent, at the same time, has a more free way of life, taking more time out

than at home, therefore, the adolesceat’s bshaviors depend on the society, i.e. school
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or peers and the media. The adolescents talk less with their family members about
their problems. They do not solve their own problems or consult with their peers and
this leads to problems in sexual affairs as in the research on relationships in the family
and sex at an early age (Moor and Furstenburg, 1986 cited in., Sethaput, 1993). It was
found from a nation wide survey in 1981 that communication among family members
has a remarkable effect on sexual behavior. If parents are acquaintances of their
children’s friends, their children have less sexual relationships. If parents talk
frequently with their son, he will have less sexual affairs. This can conclude that
communication between parents and children lessens premarital sex activities.

There is not much research on how each level of relationship in the family can
affect the type of first sexual partner. This research therefore proposes that different
levels of relationship in the family, including love and care, interchanging of ideas and
talking for pleasure may be the factors controlling the specification of various sexual

partners.

3. Migration experience

Most of young population in the villages have minimum education and do
agriculture for living. Many of them may have hligration experiences such as seasonal
migration. Some of them may move for jobs in Bangkok or main cities of the country
while waiting for harvest season. Living away from home makes the adolescent feel
free from their superior’s control. This means they are free for sexual contacts,
making friend with opposite sex or dating (Lakateb, 1995). Study on sexual attitudes

and behaviors and contraceptive use of late female adolescents in Bangkok .
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comparing a group of 250 studen‘t;l;a;rti(f thé ;group of 250 factory workers found that.
there are 15 people who have premarital sex, 13 out of 15 are factory workers and
those are migrants (Soonthorndhada, 1996). The study on socio - cultural dimensions
of extramarital sexual relation and AIDS prevention, study of short term male
migrants, using in-depth interview with men who work far from home found that they
enjoyed buying sex both before and after marriage due to conveniences of chances,
time and money. Theif peers also have influence in making decision to buy sex
(Chalermsri, 1997). The study on “Rural Adolescent Sexuality and the Determinants
of Provincial Urban Premarital Adolescent Sex” found that women who live far from
home have more sexual experiences than the ones who live with the family (Prasartkul
et al., 1987). Generally, the migrant workers are far from home therefore, they have
problems alone, have no one to consult with thus make mistake in decision making.
Moreover, the modern way of life or city life encourage them to try something which

they never experience in their home villages especially sexual intercourse.

4. Awareness of friend’s sexual activity

The group of peers nowadays has much influence upon the adolescent,
sometimes even much more than the family. The adolescents grow the iess they are
close to their parents since they have opportunity to meet friends of the same age in
school, and to join various community activities (Miller and Simon. 1977) cited in
Sethaput (1992). It has been found from the study of 14-17 years old adolescents, that
there is relationship between sexual experience and associating with peers. Peers have

influence on value judgement and sexual behavior of adolescents. This is because

45261
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they learn very little and impractical knowledge from even learned parents. Peers are
the adolescents’ choice instead of parents, to talk about sex as they are in the same
circumstances and being able to interchange the information or sexual experiences.
Peer is therefore, a very strong social emotional support.

The influence of peers upon sexual intercourse has been a major focus of the
research in Thailand. The study on Factors Related to Adolescents’ Opinion
Concerning Sexual Behaviors, found rate of complying with sexual behavior as
follows : low complying 65.4 percent, middle complying 30.1 percent and high
complying 4.5 percent (Rung-Uthai, 1990). Suthathip Sangvatanakul (1993) found
relationship between companion’s views of premarital sex and the views of premarital

sex among students who are lovers or fiancees.

S. The distance from residence to town

There are many sexual stimulators in the town circumstances i.e. bar, night
club, Karaoke shop and caf where sex services could be acquired. Therefore, people
find it easy to enjoy sexual intercourse especially the adolescent with high sexual
power (Daengpiam and Limtrakul 1983). Town circumstances help facilitate early
sexual activities of ones who have conveniences i.e. living near the entertainment aree.
of having easy access. Chularat Howharn (1996) found significant relation between
visiting the entertainment places and sexual intercourse. The entertainment places also
are factors which can be used to help forecast the school boy’s sexual behavior. While
other factors are controlled, the entertainment goers have premarital sex as much as

3.34 times comparing to those who have never visited the entertainment places.
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Chuthamas Nucharnat (1988) studied a group of young students and found statistic
significant in relationship between visiting the entertainment places and sexual
intercourse  i.e. 41.6 percent of entertainment goers have sexual experiences
comparing to 9 percent of those who have never gone.

The mentioned researches indicate the influence factor upon first sexual
intercourse of the young people in modern towns where they can easily get chances as
there are many convenient sex places i.e. motel or massage parlour. The closer they
live to town the more opportunity to have sex they have. The sexual partners may be
prostitutes or friends and lovers. This research therefore, pay attention to the distance
from residence to town. It is used as a social factor influencing the type of sexual

partners of the adolescent in the villages.

6. Schooling status

The adolescent group is more risky than the others against sexual problems.
According to Thai concept, the sexual affairs are subject to be kept as personal secret.
Learning about sex is shameful. But this concept has nowadays been changed : sexual
education is provided in schools. However, the young people in the villages leave
schools earlier. Some of them have oniy primary education. They learn only a little but
have more freedom to lead their own lives. Some of them are from families of
unsuitable base for developing in various aspects. These people are easily led into
misbehavior (Poosanasuwansri, 1997). However, less than half of primary school
children in the village continuing their study in secondary level in each academic year

which the work force is needed in agricultural part. In this connection therefore, the
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adolescents are in the circumstances without proper guideline to correct sexual
behavior. The out-of school students and low educated young people tend to have
sexual experiences earlier than the adolescents in school system (Lakanakosit, 1992;
Jariyawong, 1996; Soonthorndhada, 1996). The type of sexual partners depends on
career of the adolescent i.e. the workers court their girlfriends and then develop to
sexual affair. Jobs with high earning enable to pay more for sex services. The

schooling status is therefore a factor determining the type of sexual partners.

7. Region of residence

The study on the present residence of the adolescents is essential. The society
and culture of each region are ditferent and cffect the adolescent’s wéy of life. This
research collected data from residents in the northeast and the north. As mentioned
earlier, the northeast is the poorest‘region. The importance of outside opportunities for
the northeastern young population can be seen by their predominance in the stream of
in-migrants to Bangkok and other regional centers in Thailand. In the North, the
northern population is much more stable, seeking to expand work opportunities within
the region (Praditwong, 1991) cited in Isarabhakdi (1997). The cultural norm of each
region causes differences in attitudes about sexual relationships with sex workers.
Finding from the study has indicated that the northern residents are more likely to
participate in high risk sexual behavior than residents from other regions (Nopkeson,

1978). Study on Thai sexual behavior and the risk of HIV infection found 44.3 percent

of Thai single in the villages of the north buy sexual services comparing to 32 percent
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in the northeast. (Sittitrai et al., 1992) The region of present residence therefore,

influences the type of first sexual partners of the adolescents in the villages.

2.3 The scope of the research

Referring to the review of the concepts and theories including related
researches about factors influencing the type of first sexual partners of the adolescent
in the villages, the hypothesis factors are : age of first sex, relationship in families,
migration experience, schooling system, Awareness of friend’s sexual activity, region
of residence and distance from residence to town. Sexual system theories of
Abramson (1983) said that the sexual expression is controlled by mechanism called
cognitive structure which is the scxual behavior controller. Cognition depends on
maturity that is the growth of physical body and intellect as per various ages until ones
become the adolescents who learn the social norm from the family and surrounding
society. Brooks-gunn and Furstenburg (1990) éited in. Tansakul (1997) disclosed that
the relationship in family influencing the time of first sexual intercourse of the
adolescents saying that age, relationship in the family and the schooling status could
have been influential factors upon the first sexual intercourse of the adolescent. In this
study, it is expect that the adolescents outside the schooling system would more likely
to have sexual intercourse with prostitute. Moreover, another factor i.e. peers are also
determine the type of first sexual partners of .adolescent. Peers naturally build up
social norm and learning about sex (T eevan 1972) cited in Lakateb (1995). It may be
that the adolescent is diverted to prostitutes or loose girl to release their sexual

tension. This research therefore emphasizes the study about factors i.e. peers,
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awareness of friend’s sexual activity those influence the type of first sexual
intercourse of adolescents. The important factor is the social support that is the
distance from residence to town. In this study, the distance is measured in kilometer
which will be the index showing the difference of the modern level i.e. number of
entertainment places, clubs and bars. The region of residence and migration
experience also influence upon various changes of sexual behavior (Bandura, 1977).
Bandura (1977) disclosed that society will control the direction of the changes of
personal behavior. In this study, it is expected that the young people in the north
would more likely to have sex with prostitute. The age of the sample population will

be used as a control variable. The conceptual framework used in this study is as

following :
Independent variable Dependent variable
Individual variable : Type of first sexual partners :
- age of the youth (control Variable) - girlfriend or lover
- age of first sexual intercourse - friend
. ——P .
- relationship in the family - loose girl
- migration experience - prostitute
- schooling status

- awareness of friend’s sexual
activity

Social variable :

- distance from residence to town

- region of residence

Figure 1 : Conceptual framework on factors determining types of first sexual

partner of rural Thai male youth.




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. M.A. (Population and Social Research) / 19

Iy

CHAPTER 3

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Source of data

This study used data from the project titled “Determinants of Sexual Behaviour
that Influence the Risk of Pregnancy and Diseases among Rural Thai Young Adults,”
conducted by the Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University.
The survey was conducted in rural areas of three provinces in the North and three
provinces in the Northeast of Thailand during July and August, 1995. Data were
collected by using self-administered questionnaires. Total number of 623 male and 603

female youth were studied.

3.2 Sample group of the study
This study selected only a group of male samples who were not married but

have had sexual experience. It consisted of 288 male youth aged 15-24 years old.

3.3 Sampling procedure

The data were collected from the adolescents in the rural Northeast and North
by using sampling procedures which clearly show the differences in economic status
and social status. Multi-Stage and purposive sampling methods were used to sample
respondents. Firstly, three provinces in the Northeast and three provinces in the

Northeast were selected purposively. Three districts in each sampled province were
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selected using stratified sampling procedures based on the distance from the district to
provincial center. The first district is close to or has easy access to the provincial
center. The second district is more distant, and the third is the furthest from the
provincial center. However, with good road conditions and public transportation it is
possible to travel from every sampled district to the provincial urban center within

three hours by car.

3.4 Data Analysis

The data analysis was made by the statistical package program called Statistic
Data Analysis (STATA). It was divided into 3 parts.

Part 1 presents characteristic of the adolescents who have first sexual
intercourse i.e. age of present ycuth, relationship in the family, migration experience,
awareness of friend’s sexual activity, distance from residence to town, region of the
residence and the schooling status analyzed in percentage and mean.

Part 2 shows characteristic of the first sexual partner analyzed in percentage
distribution and cross-tabulation.

Part 3 is the analysis of individual factors i.e. age of first sex, relationship in
the family, migration experience, schooling status, awareness of friend’s sexual
activity and social factors such as distance from residence to town and region of

residence that influence the type of first sexual partners of adolescents using

Multinomial Logistic Regression Analysis.
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3.5 Definition of variables used in this study

First sexual partner : the women with whom the adolescent have first sexual
intercourse.
Age of first sex : age counting by year when the adolescents had first

sexual intercourse

Schooling status : Being a student studying as per normal curriculum in
the school.

Relationship in the family : Consulting - talking for pleasure among family
members

Migration experience : The moving from home for more than one month since
adolescent were age 13 years old.

Awareness of friend’s sexual activity : An adolescent who ever heard that his

friend ever had sexual intercourse
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Distance from residence to town : The distance from the residence to the

provincial center.

Region of present residence : The region of the country where the residence was

Age of Respondents

located on the day data were collected.

: Age counting by year on the day the data were

collectad.

Table 3.1 Summary of variables used in multinomial logistic regression

analysis

Variables

Scale/Coding

Dependent Variable

First sexual partner

Independent Variables

Individual characteristics
Age of first sex

Schooling status

Nominal scale

1. qirlfriend or lover
2. friend

3. loose girl

4. prostitute

Interval scale (ranges from 13 - 24 years)
Nominal scale
1. learning in formal school

0. not learning in formal school including

non formal education.

(cont.)
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Table 3.1 (Continued) Summary of variables used in multinomial

logistic regression analysis

23

Variables

Scale/Coding

Relationship in the family

Awareness of friend’s sexual activity

Migration experience

Social variable

Distance from town

Region of present residence.

Control variable

Age of respondents

Nominal scale

1. good relationship

2. fair relatioﬁship

3. poor relationship

Nominal scale

1. having sexual experienced friend

0. not having sexual experienced friend.
Nominal scale

1. have migration experience

0. have no migration experience

Interval scale

range from 0-78 kilometers
Nominal scale

1. North

0. Northeast

Interval scale

range from 15-24 years
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The scoring for relationship in the family was caléulated from responses of two
questions.
1. Do you usually talk or consult with each other among family members?
1. Very often (4)
2. Somewhat often (3)
3. Seldom (2)
4. Never (1)
2. Do you usually chat or tease among your siblings at home?
1. Everyday (4)
2. Almost everyday (3)
3. Once in a while (2)

4. Never (1)

The indication of which is as follows :
1) The score of 6-8 points means good relationship in the family.
2) The score of 4-5 points means fair relationship.

3) The score of 2-3 points means poor relationship.
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CHAPTER 4

RESULTS OF DATA ANALYSIS

This chapter presents the result of the study about first sexual partner of Rural
Thai Male Youth. The analysis are divided into three parts as follow :

Part 1 : Characteristics of respondents.

Part 2 : Types of the first sexual partners.

Part 3 : Bivariate analysis of types of first sexual partner.

4.1 Characteristic of Respondents

The samples consisted of 288 male youth who have not been married but have
had sexual intercourse experience. The following characteristics were expected to
influence upon choosing the first sexual partner i.e. age at first sex, relationship in the
family, migration experience, awareness of friend’s sexual activity, distance from
residents to town, region of residence and schooling system. The percentage
distribution of respondents by their characteristics are presented in Table 4.1

Half of the respondents are in the 15 - 19 age group. The average age of the
respondents is 19 years. Almost three quarters are out of school youth. Approximately
one-fourth of them have migration experience. Three out of four of the respondents
have fair and good relationship in the family. Most of the respondents ever heard of
friends who have had sexual intercourse. The age at first intercourse ranges from 13 to

20 years. Fifty-nine percent of them have their first sexual intercourse at age 16 - 18
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years. The average age of first sexual intercourse is 16.5 years and the median point is
17. The distribution of the respondents by region of residence are in the similar
proportions, 49.7 percent in the North and 50.3 percent in the Northeast. Forty-four
percent of the residences are living in the range of 0 - 20 kilometers far from the
provincial center. Forty percent of the residences is farther than 41 kilometers, the

average distance of respondents' residence to town center is 33.43 kilometers.
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TABLE 4.1 Percentage distribution of rural Thai male youth by individual

and social characteristics

Characteristic of respondents Percent Number

Individual characteristics

1. Age group
15-19 52.1 150
20-24 47.9 138

Mean age of the respondents 19 years
Total 100.0 288

2. Schooling status

- In school 26.4 76
- Out - of - school 73.6 212
Total 100.0 288

3. Migration experience

- Ever migrated 26.4 76
- Never migrated 73.6 212
Total 100.0 288

4. Relationship in family

- Good relationship 35.8 103

- Fair relationship 43.4 125
- Poor relationship 20.8 60
Total 100.0 288

(cont.)
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TABLE 4.1 (Continued) Percentage distribution of rural Thai male

youth by individual and social characteristics

Characteristic of respondents Percent Number

5. Awareness of friend’s sexual activity

-Yes 95.3 245
- No 4.7 12
Number of cases 100.0 257%

6. Age at first intercourse

13-15 28.0 81
16 - 18 59.8 172
19 years and over 12.2 35

Mean 16.59 years
Number of casess 100.0 288
Social characteristics

7. Region of residence

North 49.7 143
Northeast 50.3 145
Number of cases 100.0 288

8. Distance from residence to town

0 - 20 Kilometer 44.1 127
21- 40 Kilometer 153 44
41 Kilometer and over 40.6 117

Number of cases 100.0 288

* missing cases excluded
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4.2 Type of first sexual partners.

It is found that almost half of the male youth in this study have their first
sexual intercourse with prostitutes. Approximately 30 percent of them have their first
sexual intercourse with their girlfriends/lovers. Proportion of those who have sexual
intercourse with friends and loose girls are almost the same (12.2 and 11.8 percent
respectively). It should be that rural male youth had very high risk for STDs and
AIDS from their first sexual contact if they do not practice safe sex since more than
half of them had first sex with sex workers and workers and loose girls who are

considers as high risk groups.

TABLE 4.2 Percentage distribution of first sexual partner of rural Thai male

youth
Type of first sexual partner Percent Number
1. Girlfriend/Lover 29.5 85
2. Loose girl ' 11.8 34
3. Friend : 12.2 35
4. Prostitute 46.5 134
Total 100.0 288
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4.3 Bivariate analysis of types of first sexual partners

The aim of this part of the study is to examine the relationship of individual
and social factors and types of first sexual partners of Thai male youth. The results of
the bivariate analysis of age and types of first sexual partner shown in Table 4.3 show
that almost half of the youth aged 20 - 24 years old had their first sex with a prostitute
while approximately 44 percent of youth aged 15-19 years have first sexual
intercourse with prostitutes. The proportion of male youth aged 15 - 19 years who
have first sexual intercourse with loose girls is larger than youth in the older age
group. The proportion of youth in 15-19 year and 20-24 year age groups who have

girlfriends and friends as their first sexual partner are not much different.

TABLE 4.3 Percentage distribution of respondents by type of first sexual

partner and age group

Type of first sexual partner

Age of respondents Girlfriend/ Friend Loose Prostitute Total
Lover girl (Number)
15-19 28.7 12.0 14.7 44.7 100.0 (150)
20-24 30.4 11.6 9.4 48.6 100.0 (138)

Total 29.5 11.8 12.2 46.5 100.0 (288)
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From Table 4.4, it is found that the higher proportions of in-school youth have
their first sex with girlfriends and friends. In the mean time, the out-of-school youth
have higher percentage of having intercourse with prostitutes comparing to the ones‘
who are in school (47.2 percent and 44.7 percent respectively). Approximately 14
percent of out-of-school youth have first sexual intercourse with loose girls while
only 7 percent of in school youth have first sex with loose girls. It can be said that the
out-of-school youth are more likely to engage with high risk group of sexual partners

than their in-school counterparts.

TABLE 4.4 Percentage distribution of respondents by type of first sexual

partner and schooling status

Type of first sexual partner

Schooling status Girlfriend/ Friend Loose Prostitute Total
Lover girl (Number)

In school 342 14.5 6.6 44.7 100.0 (76)

Out-of-school 27.8 10.8 14.2 47.2 100.0 (212)

Total 29.5 11.8 12.2 46.5 100.0 (288)
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Table 4.5 presented the bivariate analysis of friends' sexual experience and
types of first sexual partners. It shows that 66.7 percent of the youth who do not have
sexual experienced friends have first sex with sex worker comparing to 45.7 percent
of those who have sexual experienced friends. The youth who have sexual
experienced friends are more likely to have their first sex with girlfriends, friends, and

loose girls.

TABLE 4.5 Percentage distribution of respondents by type of first sexual

partner and awareness of friend’s sexual activity

Type of first sexual partner
Awareness of friend’s Girlfriend/ | Friend Loose Prostitute Totals
sexual activity Lover ' girl (Number)
Yes 30.6 10.6 13.1 45.7 100.0 (245)
No 25.0 8.3 0.0 66.7 100.0 (12)
Total 30.4 10.5 12.5 46.7 100.0 (288)
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Findings from Table 4.6 show that migration experience of youth does not
have significant relationship with types of first sexual partner. However, it shows that
higher proportion of ever migrated youth have first sexual experience with sex worker
and loose girl than never migrated youth. The never migrated youth engaged with

lower risk of STD sexual activities than ever migrated youth. They are more likely to

have first sexual intercourse with friends and girlfriends.

TABLE 4.6 Percentage distribution of respondents by sexual partner and

migration experience

. »
Sl
” /,va INFORM
DOL YNNER?

Type of first sexual partner
Migration experience Girlfriend/ Friend Loose Prostitute Total
Lover 7 girl (Number)
Ever migrated 28.9 9.2 13.2 48.7 100.0 (76)
Never migrated 29.7 12.7 11.8 45.8 100.0 (212)
Total 29.5 11.8 12.2 46.5 100.0 (288)

45261 1 11%u5bes
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Table 4.7 presents that a little more than half (51.4 percent) of the youth who

had first sexual intercourse when they aged 19 and over are more likely to have first

sexual intercourse with prostitutes comparing to 47.7 and 42.0 percent of the youth

who had first sexual intercourse when they were 16 - 18 and 13 - 15 years old

respectively. It should be noted that those who had first sex when they were 13-15

years old were more likely to have first sexual intercourse with girlfriend or lover

than those who had first sex when they were 16 years old and over.

TABLE 4.7 Percentage distribution of respondents by type of first sexual

partner and age at first intercourse

Type of first sexual partner
Age at first intercourse Girlfriend/ Friend Loose Prostitute Total
Lover girl (Number)
13-15 32.1 12.3 13.6 42.0 100.0 (81)
16 - 18 29.7 10.5 12.2 47.7 100.0 (172)
19 years and over 22.9 17.1 8.6 51.4 100.0 (35)
Total 29.5 11.8 12.2 46.5 100.0 (288)
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Table 4.8 shows that 16.7 percent of youth with cold relationship in the family
have first sexual intercourse with loose girls comparing to the other group of
relationship in family. It should be noted that the relationship in family influence the
type of first sexual partners. The youth who have poor, fair and good relationship in
the family also have first sexual intercourse with prostitute. When considering in the
youth with cold relationship in the family have first sexual intercourse with loose girl

less likely than the youth in other level relationship.

TABLE 4.8 Percentage distribution of respondents by type of first sexual

partner and level of relationship in family

Type of first sexual partner
Relationship in family Girlfriend/ Friend Loose Prostitute Total
| Lover girl (Number)
Poor relationship 35.0 33 16.7 45.0 100.0 (60)
Fair relationship 248 14.4 136 472 100.0 (125)
Good relationship 32.0 13.6 7.8 46.6 100.0 (103)
Total 29.5 11.8 12.2 46.5 100.0 (288)
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Table 4.9 presents that 54.5 percent of youth who have residence far from
town 21 - 40 kilometers have first sexual intercourse with prostitutes comparing to
51.2 percent and 38.5 percent of youth who have residence far from town 0-20
kilometers and 40 kilometers and over. . It should' be noted that those who have
residence far from town are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with lover.
And the youth who live near town are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with

sex worker.

TABLE 4.9 Percentage distribution of respondents by type of first sexual

partner and distance from residence to town

Type of first sexual partner
Distance from residence Girlfriend/ Friend Loose Prostitute Total
to town Lover girl (Number)
0 - 20 Kilometers 244 12.6 11.8 51.2 100.0 (127)
21 - 40 Kilometers 29.5 9.1 6.8 54.5 100.0 (44)
41 Kilometers and over 35.0 12.0 14.5 38.5 100.0 (117)
Total 29.5 11.8 12.2 46.5 100.0 (288)
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Table 4.10 presents the relationship between region of residence and the type
of first sexual partners. Similar proportions of youth in the North and the Northeast
had their first sexual partners with girlfriends and friends. However, the youth in the
North are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with sex worker. Half of youth
(51.0 percent) in the North have first sexual intercourse with prostitutes comparing to
42.1 percent of the youth in Northeast. The higher proportion of youth in the
Northeast are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with loose girl than the

northern youth.

TABLE 4.10 Percentage distribution of respondents by type of first sexual

partner and region of residence

Type of first sexual partner

Region of residence Girlfriend/ Friend Loose Prostitute Total
Lover girl (Number)
North 29.4 11.9 7.7 51.0 100.0 (143)
Northeast 29.7 11.7 16.6 42.1 100.0 (145)

Total 29.5 11.8 12.2 46.5 100.0 (288)
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CHAPTER 5
FACTORS INFLUENCING TYPES OF

FIRST SEXUAL PARTNER

5.1 The multivariate analysis of factors influencing types of first sexual partner.

The intention of this chapter is to examine the relationship between individual
factors, social factors and the types of first sexual partner. The individual factors are
schooling status, relati}onship in the family, migration experience, age at first sex and
awareness of friend’s sexual activity. The social factors are distance from residence to
town and region of residence.

The data were analyzed by using Multinomial Logistic Regression. Each model
compare two types of first sexual partners. For every model the age of respondent is
used as a control variable. There are six models as follow

Model 1 : the first sex with girlfriend/lovers compared with prostitute

Model 2 : the first sex with friends compared with prostitute

Model 3 : the first sex with loose girls compared with prostitute

Model 4 : the first sex with friends compared with girlfriend/lovers

Model 5 : the first sex with loose girls compared with girlfriend/lovers

Model 6 : the first sex with loose girls compared with friends

The results of the analysis are presented in Table 5.1
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It is found that when other factors are controlled, the schooling status was
significantly associated with the type of first sexual intercourse of youth. The
statistical significant level of which is 0.05 (Model 5), contrasting between loose girls
and girlfriend/lovers. The students who are in school are more likely to have first
sexual intercourse with girlfriend/lovers comparing to those who are out of school.

Regarding relationship in the families, the result of the Multinomial Logistic
Regression shows that the relationship in families was significantly associated with
the type of first sexual partners wheun contrasting between loose girls and friends as
in model 6. The young males frorﬁ the warm families are more likely to have first
sexual intercourse with friend, comparing to those who are from cold families.

Regarding migration experience, the Multinomial Logistic Regression
Analysis found that there is no significant association between migration experience
and type of first sexual partners of youth

Age at first sexual intercourse ié not significantly associated with type of first
sexual partner. In all models the type of first sexual partners is independent from the
age at first sex. ‘ |

Findings from the multivariate analysis in model 3, 5 and 6 show that the
sexual experience of friend has significant relationship with type of first sexual
panners. Comparing to the youth who have friend who had no sexual experience,
those who have friend who ever had sexual cxperience are more likely to have their
first sex with loose girls more than fo ixa\'/e first sex with the other groups.

Social factors such as region of present residence is also found to be an

important factor. The result of this analysis shows the relationship between the region
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of present residence and the type of first sexual‘partnrers. In model 3 it is found' that

young males in the North are morc likely to have first sexual intercourse with |
prostitutes more than to have first scx with loose girls, comparing with those who are

in the Northeast. (p-value = 0.01). From mcdel S, it was found that young males in the

North are more likely to have first sexual iniercourse with girlfriend/lovers more than

loose girls comparing with those who are iﬁ the Northeast.(p-value = 0.05.) -

The distance from residence to the town is ihe social factor that has
significantly influencing with the type of first sexual partners. It was found from
model 1 that the distance from resideﬁce to town had positive relationship with sexual
intercourse with girlfriend/lovers. In another word, the youth in the remote area are
more likely to have their first scxu_a? intercourse with girlfriend/lovers than to have
their first sex with sex workers conipaiing .o tnose who live near the town.

When looking at thé age of’ resp; ﬁderﬁs which is treated as a controlled
variable there is no statistically significant association between age of respondent and

types of first sexual partners.
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partner by individual characteristic and social characteristic

Dependent variable

Girlfriend/lover Friend Loose girl
Vs Vs Vs
Sex worker Sex worker | Sex worker
(Model 1) (Model 2) (Model 3)
1. Age of respondent 0.059 -0.107 -0.123
2. Schooling status
- In schooling. 0.395 -0.175 -0.884
- Out of school #
3. Relationship in famiiy
- Cold relationship #
- Fair relationship -0.125 1.903 -0.205
- Good relationship -0.040 1.887 -0.881
4. Migration experience W ¥, -
- Ever migrated -0.321 -0.768 -0.207
- Never migrated #
5. Age at first intercourse -0.165 0.123 -0.131
6. Awareness of friend’s sexual activity
-Yes 0.473 0.747 18.470%%**
-No #
7. Region of residence
- North -0.284 -0.327 -1.261%*
- Northeast #
8. Distance from residence to town 0.063* 0.032 0.016
Constant 0.303 -3.762 -14.173
(cont.)
Model Chi-square 38.36 df =27 Pseudo R Square = 0.0615 N =257

# Reference Group

Statistical significance levels ; * p< 0.05%* p<0.01

%% p< 0,001
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TABLE 5.1 (continuos) Regression coefficients for the model of type of first

sexual partner by individual characteristic and social characteristic

Dependent variable Friend Loose girl Loose girl
Vs Vs Vs
Girlfriend/lover | Girlfriend/lover Friend
(Model 4) (Model 5) (Model 6)
1. Age of respondent -0.167 -0.183 -0.0'5
2. Schooling status
- In schooling -0.570 -1.280* -0.709
- Out of school #
3. Relation in family
- Cold relationship #
- Fair relationship 2.028 -0.080 -2.108
- Good relationship 1.928 -0.840 -2.768*
4. Migration experience
- Ever migrated -0.446 - 0.114 0.561
- Never migrated #
5. Age at first intercourse 0.288 0.033 -0.254
6. Awareness of friend’s sexual activity
-Yes 0.274 17.996*** 17.722%**
-No #
7. Region of residence
- North -0.043 -0.977* -0.933
- Northeast #
8. Distance from residence to town -0.030 -0.046 -0.015
Constant -4.065 -14.476 10411 |
|

Model Chi-square 38.36

# Reference Group

df =27

Statistical significance levels ; * p< 0.05** p<0.01

Pseudo R Square = 0.0615

4% < 0.001

N =257
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5.2 Prediction of first sexual partner of rural Thai male young by relationship
in family

Relationship in the families is one of a significant factor that determine types
of first sexual partner. It was found from the analysis that the youth from the warm
families are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with friends and girlfriends
than to have that with loose girls and sex workers which are high risk groups fo~
sexually transmitted diseases or AIDS. In order to demonstrate the effect of
relationship within the family and types of first sexual partner, this study simulate the
effect of relationship in family by controlling other variables. Table 5.2 is the
prediction of the probability of the various types of first sexual partners, from which it
is found that after controlling for other variables the youth from the warm families are
more likely to have first sexual intercourse with friends but the ones who have poor
relationship in their families are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with
prostitutes and loose girls which are the high risk groups for venereal diseases and
HIV/AIDS. In this connection therefore, promotion of good relationship in the
families is expected to be a good measure for prevention of STDs and HIV/AIDS

which are major social problems nowadays.



Mallika Iyarapattana

TABLE 5.2 Prediction of first sexual partner of rural Thai male youth by

relation in family
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Relationship in Family | Girlfrien Fricnd Loose Sex Total
d/Lover girl worker

- Poor relationship 30.4 10.5 12.4 46.7 100.0

- Fair relationship 23.9 26.0 10.2 39.9 100.0

- Good relationship 17.3 49.8 3.7 29.2 100.0

Note : the model figure are used for prediction variable while the real figures are used

for other variable.

5.3 Discussion

Age of Respondents

The study on the type of first sexual partners of rural Thai male youth found
that the younger youth are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with
girlfriend/lovers than with prostitutes comparing for youth in the older age group. It
may be that the younger ones are still in the custody of the families. They cannot live
by themselves and cannot afford services of prostitutes. They may have sexual

intercourse with their girlfriends/lovers when they have intimacy relationship.
Moreover, the social and cultural circumstances in the rural area may help youth to

have sexually interactive because help communicate with each other by opportunity of
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types of work or festivals. They may meet théir girlfriends/lovers easily and this leads
to sexual intercourse.

The youth who are in school may have opportunity to meet their opposite sex
friends and then develop to intimate relationship and finally have sexual intercourse
(Krongkan, 1996). This finding may be an indication of the changing of types of
sexual partner. The research on sexual behaviors and AIDS infection of Thai new
military conscripts found that most of the young men have first sex with lovers and
known women (Teraganok, 1996). Similarly to the study by Kritaya Archavanitkul
and Waraporn Chamsanith (1994) which found most of the young males have first
sexual intercourse with girlfriends or lovers. It is indicated that the types of first
sexual partners were changed from prostitutes to girlfriends or lovers. The reason of
the change may be the alert of HIV and sexually transmitted diseases that spreac

through prostitutes (Kaneungsukascm, 1994; Laosuksakul, 1995; Jamnuch, 1995).

Relationship in the families

From bivariate analysis, it is found that the youth from warm families are more
likely to have first sexual intercourse with friends. While the ones from cold families
are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with loose girls. This finding are
similarly to study frorﬁ Pimpan Silpasuwan (1993) which found that the more
obedient of youth have less sexual ihiercoursé. The multivariate analysis yields similar
result. Relationship in the families is found td be a éigniﬁcant factor that associated
with the types of first sexual partner. Comparing between the youth who have first -

sexual intercourse with friend and those who have first sex with loose girls, it was
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found that the ones from the warm families are more likely to have first sexual
intercourse with friend more than loose girls, compared to youth from the cold
families. (p-value = 0.05) This finding shows that consulting or talking in the family is
one of the preventive measure against AIDS that spread through prostitutes. It may be
because of discussion and talking in the family that make the youth appropriate sexual

partners.

Awareness of Friend’s Sexual Activity

The examine of the sexual experience of friends in connection with the youth
types of first sexual partners found that the youth who have sexual experienced
friends are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with loose girls more than other
grdup, comparing to those who do not have friend who ever had sexual experience. It
is therefore indicated that the youth who have friend who ever had sexual experience
has influence on sexual behavior of the youth, specially recognizing the norm of
sexual expression. Having sexual intercourse with loose girls may be affected by the
alert of HIV that spread through prostitutes. Another reason of having sexual
intercourse with loose girls is that it is more convenient than having sex with lovers or
friends. Having sexual intercourse with friend need intimate relationship. It takes time
to develop such relationship to the level that making love could become possible. It is
therefore easier to have sex without obligation with loose girls. This is similar to the
study of Charurat Jiamprachanarakorn, (1994) who found that there is positive
relationship between the number of friends who have had sexual experience with

lovers or prostitutes and the risky sexual behavior of the young vocational students.
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Churarat Howharn (1996) also was found that sexual experience of friends with their
lovers or prostituté have statistically significant influence upon sexual intercourse of
the young males.

There is a theory referring about the influence of peers. Influencing of friend
lead to be imitated in sexual behavior (Brooks-gunn and Furstenbary, 1990 cited in
Tansakul, 1997). It may be concluded that the influence of the peers is very important
and should be monitored by parents. The youth can easily understand and imitate
behavior from their friends because they are in the same social environment. They

would like to be accepted by other in their society.

The distance from residence to town

It is found that the distance frorﬂ residence to provincial town center is
positively related to having first sex with prostitutes. Contrasting the youth who have
girlfriends/lovers for their first sex with those who have prostitutes for their first sex,
it was found that the young people in the remote area are more likely to have first sex
with lovers more than having first sex with prostitutes comparing to those who live
near the town center. The youth near the town are more likely to have first sex with
prostitutes. The result of the multivariate is consistent with the bivariate analysis.

Youth may want to engage in sexual activity in a place that is far from home.
There are less entertainment places than in the town center. However, travelling in the

rural setting depends on public transportation. The buses may not be available at all
time for the youth to take to the sexual service outlets. Therefore, youth in rural area

may have less chances to get sexual scrvice in areas that are far from home. Therefore,
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it is not convenient for them to get to the prostitutes far from their residences.
However, it is more convenient for those who live near the town to buy sex service
from prostitutes. This is in line with the study on Thai adolescents and sex buying has
found that males in town are more likely to buy sex than those in the remote area. This
may be because the circumstances and way of town life that there is sex motivation

and it is easy to buy sex (Archavanitkul and Chamsanith, 1994 ; Thongsiri, 1996).

Region of residence

It is found from the multivariate analysis tﬁat the ones in the North are morc
likely to have first sex with prostitutes than the loose girls comparing to those who are
in the Northeast of which the statistically significant. The contrasting between the
youth who have first sexual intercourse with loose girls and those who have first sex
with lovers found the ones from the North are more likely to have first sex with lovers
than loose girls comparing to those who are in the Northeast. From survey titled
“Thai Sexual Behavior and the Risk of HIV Infection Program on AIDS” found males
in the Northeast have sex with prostitutes the least comparing with males in other
parts of Thailand. The survey also found the youth in the North are more likely to buy
sex than those in the Northeast during last 12 months (Sittitrai et al. 1992). Moreover,
there was a report that Thai males in the North were infected with HIV at the highest
rate (Nopkesorn et al., 1991 cited in Isarabhakdi, 1997). Therefore, the results of this

study are consistent with pervious studies.
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Schooling status

The schooling status has statistically significant relationship with the type of
first sexual partners of the youth. Those who are in school more likely to have first sex
with non-prostitute than those who are out of school. Young people in schools are
more likely to have first sex with lovers more than having sex with loose girls,
compared to those who are out of schools. It may be that the in school youth have
more chance to develop relationship with opposite sex with their schoolmates or even
with opposite sex friends from other schools. In this connection therefore, the youth
who are in school are more likely to have first sex with friends (Archavanitkul and
Chamsanith, 1994). When looking at the pattern of having sexual intercourse of youth
by schooling status, it was found that the sexual partners of the out of school yoﬁth are
considered as risky behavior for sexually transmitted diseases due to the lack of
prevention knowledge in having sex with prostitutes or loose girls. The out of school
youth may be free from parental control. Some may have their own income and be
able to afford to buy sex. It is their convenience to have sexual affairs especially with
prostitutes ( Krongkan, 1996 ). ‘

It is therefore essential to pay attention on the rural young people especially

those who are out of school so that relevant problem could be prevented.

Migration experience
From this study, migration experience was not statistically significant
relationship with the types of first sexual partners. However, the bivariate analysis

found that there are some differences. Those who have migration experiences are
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more likely to have first sexual intercourse with prostitutes and loose girls. The result
of which is in line with the study on socio - cultural dimensions of extramarital sexual
relation and AIDS prevention in male migrants which found that 16 out of 21
migrants have sexual intercourse with prostitutes and loose girls. (Chalermsri, 1997).
Being free from parents or superior of the migrants enable them to have time and
money available for sexual affair. Moreover, the migrants are free to accompany with
their friends bringing to sexual behavior. The study of Supaji Vagipiwat (1990) also
found that students who study in the dormitory have more sexual experiences that

those who live with their parents.

Age at first sexual intercourse

There was no statistically significant relationship between age of the youth and
the types of first sexual partners. The types of the first sexual partners do not depend
on the age of the youth when they have first sexual intercourse. However, the bivariate
analysis found that the youth who have first sexual intercourse at age of 13 - 15 years,
are more likely to have sex with girlfricndé/lovcrs while the ones who have first sex at
age 19 years and over are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with prostitutes.

It may, therefore, be concluded that first sexual partners of the younger youth
are friends while the older ones have prostitutes as their first sexual partners. It may be
explained that the younger youth depend on their parents’ subsidies. Their financial

limitation bars them from the prostitutes. When they grow up and live on their own,

the situation becomes adverse.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Conclusion

The purpose of this study on the types of first sexual partner of rural Thai
males youth is to examine the relationship between each type of first sexual partner of
them and the factors i.e. age at first sexual intercourse, relationship in the family,
schooling status, migration experience, awareness of friend’s sexual activity, distance
from residence to town and region of present residence.

Data used in this study are from the project titled “Determinants of Sexual
Behavior that Influence the Risk of Pregnancy and Diseases among Rural Thai Young
Adults”. Data were collected from young people 15-24 years of age in three provinces
of the North and three provinces of the Northeast. The sample of 288 never-married
male youth who ever have sexual intercourse experience were used for this study.

‘The data were analyzed by using Statistic Data Analysis (STATA) program.
Findings are presented in 3 parts as following.

Part 1 presents characteristics of the sample group of the youth i.e. age at first
sexual intercourse, relationship in the family, migration experience, awareness of
friend’s sexual activity, distance from residence to town center, region of residence,
schooling status and types of first sexual partners of rural Thai male youth. The

descriptive statistics of which are indicated by percentage distribution and arithmetic

mean.
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Part 2 is the bivariate analysis of the relationship between types of first sexual
partners and various factors by means of percentage distribution and cross-tabulation.

Part 3 is the multinomial analysis of factors influencing the type of first sexual
partners of youth by means of Multinomial Logistic Regression. The factors analysed
are personal factors i.e. age at first sexual intercourse, relationship in the family,
migration experience, schooling status, awareness of friend’s sexual activity and the

social factors i.e. distance from residence to town center and region of residence.

6.1.1 Characteristic of the sample.

The sample group of youth in this study consisted of 288 never married mae
youth who ever had sexual experienced males. Half of the youth are 15 - 19 years old.
three out of four of them have not migration experience. Aﬁproximately 43.4 percent
of them have fair relationship with other members in families. Thirty-five percent of
them are from good relationship in families (warm families). Most of respondents
ever heard of friends who have had sexual intercourse and 59.8 percent of which have
first sex at age 16 - 18. ‘The average of age at first intercourse is 16.59 years old. The
distribution of respondents b}/ region of residence are in sjmilar proportion. (49.7
percent are in the North and 50.3 percent are in the Northeast) . Approximately 44.10
percent of the sample group live in the distance between 0 - 20 kilometers from their
home villagé to provincial cénter. While 40.62 percent of which live in the distance of

41 kilometer and over. The average distance from residence to town center is 33.43

kilometer.
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6.1.2 Types of the first sexual partners

Approximately 46.5 percent of the respondents have first sexual intercourse
with prostitutes and 11.8 percent with loose girls. Only 40 percent of them had their
first sex with their girlfriends and friends.

6.1.3 The bivariate analysis of factors influencing the types of first sexual
partners.

The sample youths who are 15 - 19 years of age have first sex with friends or
loose girls while those who are 20 - 24 years of age have first sexual intercourse with
prostitutes.

The youth who are out of schools are more likely to have first sexual
intercourse with prostitutes and loose girls or lovers while those who are in the school
more likely to have first sexual intercourse with girlfriends/lovers and friends.

The respondent who have friend who ever had sexual experience are more
likely to have first sexual intercourse with loose girls or girlfriends/lovers while those
who do not have friend who ever had sexual experience have first sex with prostitutes.

Considering the relationship between migration experience and types of first
sexual partners, it was found that the migrant youth are more likely to have first sex
with prostitutes while the non-migrants are more likely to have first sexual intercourse
with friends.

Observing the age at first sexual intercourse, it was found that the youth who

had their first sex at an older age are more likely to have sex with prostitutes while
those who had first sex when they are younger ones are more likely to have sex with

girlfriends/lovers.
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Regarding to the relationship in families, it was found that the youth from cold
families are more likely to have sexual intercourse with loose girls and prostitutes
comparing to those from warm families.

The distance from town related to the type of first sexual partners i.e. the
youth live near the town are more likely to have sexual intercourse with prostitutes
while the ones far from the town center are more likely to have first sexual intercourse
with girlfriends/lovers.

The relationship between the type of first sexual partner of the youth and the
social factor-region of residence is that the ones from the North are more likely to

have first sexual intercourse with prostitutes.

6.1.4 The multivarate analysis of factors influencing the types of first
sexual partner of male youth.

Analyzing the data by means of Multinomial Logistic Regression, it was
found that being a student in school, relationship in the family, awareness of friend’s
sexual activity, distance from residence to town and region of present residence have
statistically significant influence upon the first sexual partners as per the details as
following

The schooling status of youth has statistically significant relationship with the
types of first sexual partners of the youth. Contrasting between the youth who have
first sexual intercourse with lovers , it was found that the youth in schools are more
likely to have first sexual intercourse with girlfriends/lovers than loose girls

comparing to those who are out of school status.
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Considering relationship in the family, contrasting between the youth who
have first sexual intercourse with friends and those who have first sex with loose
girls, it was found that the youth from the warm families are more likely to have first
sex with friends than loose girls comparing to those from cold families.

Contrasting between the youth who have first sex with loose girls and those
who have first sex with other types of partners i.e. friends, prostitutes and
girlfriends/lovers, it was found that the youth who have sexually experienced friend
are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with loose girls comparing to those
who do not have sexually experienced friends.

The youth who have first sexual intercourse with loose girls and those who
have first sexual intercourse with prostitutes, it was found that the youth who live in
the North are more likely to have first sex with prostitutes than loose girls comparing
to those who live in the Northeast. The youth in the North are more likely to have first
sexual intercourse with lovers than loose girls comparing to those from the Northeast.

The distance from residence to town center has significant relationship with
the type of first sexual partners of the youth. Contrasting between the youth who have
first sexual intercourse with girlfriends/lovers and those who have first sexual
intercourse with prostitutes. It was found that the young males from the remote area
are more likely to have first sexual intercourse with lover than prostitutes comparing
to those who live near the town areas.

The factors that have no statistical significant relationship with the types of
first sexual partners when controlled for other factors are age at first sexual

intercourse and migration experience.
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6.2 Recommendations

6.2.1 Policy Implications

The study found variables related to the types of sex partners of the youth are
relationship in the family, having friends who have‘ sexual experience and schooling
status which are individual factors while the social factors are distance from residence
to town and the region of present residence. The recommendation based on the
findings are as following:

1. There should be educational support enabling the youth learn more above
sex education in both formal and non-formal, especially within curricula of minimum
education (six years) to promote proper sex behavior i.e. birth control and safe
intercourse because the present study found the trend of having more sex with
girlfriends/lovers.

2. The study found good relationship in the family help develop proper sexual
behavior the family could cultivate correct sex vision and responsibility in sex affair
therefore, good relationship in the family should be promoted.

3. The youth are more likely to follow their peers’ behavior therefore, they
should learn about safe sex when have sex with prostitutes or other group of sexual
partners.

4. Town ways of living influences the types of first sexual partners. There are
more temptation in the town area and the youth think that visiting the entertainment

places is normal way of life, therefore, the resist of youth to entertainment places
should be monitored. Entertainment places should not be allowed to locate near the

school and barring the young ones from the mentioned places.
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6.2.2 Further Research

1. Long term continuous study should be performed to observe the changes of
'sexual value judgement among youth of various generation in order to understand the

changes and how they are changed.

2. The sample group should be promote safe sex especially among those who

are in the rural area and out of school status.
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Appendix A

Data collection InstrumentsPresented in this thesis
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Appendix A Questionnaire
Presented part of this Thesis
1. How old are you?................ Years
2. Are you currently in school (including non formal school)?
1. Yes.
2. No.
3. Have you ever been away frbm home for more than 1 mouth since you
were 13 years old?
I. Yes.
2. No.
4. Do you usually talk or consult with each other among family
members?
1. Very often _ 2. Somewhat often
3. Seldom 4. Never
5. Do you usually chat or tease among your siblings at home?
1. Everyday 2. Almost everyday
3. Once in a while 4. .Never
6. Have you ever heard that your friend(s) had sexual intercourse?
1. Yes. 2. No.
3. Don’t know
7. Have you ever had sex?
1. Yes.
2. No.
8. At what age did you first have sex? ............ years old.
9. Who was your first sex partner?
1. Gill/Boy friend ’ 2. Friend/acquaintance

3. Loose girl 4. Prostitute
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