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ABSTRACT

Enameling is the process used to improve the color and features of metal and is
aimed at increasing the value of the metal. The Ancient Egyptians invented the
enameling process over 3,000 years ago. The process involves heating a liquid mixture
of glass and metal substances until the two combine into one.

a Coin enameling gives coins their colorful features and adds value to them. The
enameling technique was first employed in the reign of Rama V. The detail on each coin
is delicate, involving intricate patterns and sketches on a very small surface. An
inspection of coins requires the assistance of a microscope. Thus, coin enameling is a
craft that depends on the ability of a highly-skilled artisan. The thesis “Coin Enameling
in Thailand: A case study of Mr. Abhichart Udomratanasilpa’s enameling” tries to
closely study the history and evolution of coin eameling in Thailand. The study deals
exclusively with the process and methods of enameling employed by Mr. Abhichat
Udomratanasilpa, who is the owner of a renowned enameling company, and is
professionally recognized in the coin enameling profession in Thailand.

Humamitic research procedures have been used. Informal interviews were
collected over more than four years by the researcher in a participant-observer role. It
was found that a detailed, step by step enameling technique is required to produce a
complete and beautiful coin. The enameling method of “Mr. Song” has been improved,
in that the design stage is computer assisted and the construction of a master block is
three dimensional, instead of the old hand crafted type. This results is a detailed,
finished block product. The enameling step has been highly developed which has

resulted in coins becoming very popular collectors’ items in Thai society.



This research has found that enameling techniques are a highly secretive using a
formula which has been developed over a long period of time. The secretive nature of
the enameling process has prevented it from becoming a more open craft. If the
enameling process can become widely known, it will assist in the improvement of the
enameling processes in general, not just for coins. Educational institutes responsible for
the advancement of this particular type of learning should initiate a program that teaches
and provides knowledge and training about the enameling process so that this particular

skill can lead to the advancement of such art work.
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