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ABSTRACT

Of all Thai musical ensembles, the stringed ensemble is the most common.
Musicians, friends and relatives can easily join in group perfonﬁ#?e. It has been commonly
used as a family indoor musical ensemble for a long time. Its soﬂnd is rather soft, sweet and
lively. Thai musicians may add some louder instruments into: the original Thai stringed
ensemble “Wong Khreung Sai Phasom or ' Mixed Stringed Ensemble” Its harmony and
sound are louder and better for out door use.

Pi Chawa is a wind pipe instrument that blends very ;flell with the Thai stringed
ensemble. It came from Java to the Kingdom of Siam via the Snlk Road" and it was well
accepted into the Thai musical culture. Noted for its high pitch, m;ast interesting technique and
circular breathing is good for out door use. The stringed Ensemble ;vith Pi Chawa is well loved
by both audiences and players. Naturally, It can be performed just for fun among music lovers
but today it is used mostly in formal entertainment, shows as an example of a rare kind
ensemble. |

Historically, the Pi Chawa Mixed Stringed Ensemble isi believed by most Siamese
musicologists ie: Somdet Krom Phraya Damrong Rachanuphap (HRH Prince Damrong) and
Professor Montri Tramot to have originated from the musical group?,called "Wong Klong Khaek
Khrueng Yai". Musicians who perform in this ensemble must be very well trained with great '
ability in both techniques and iinprovisation. Its mode is compatibié with an E Major scale of

western music with a higher than most of the Thai stringed ensemblcs.



Songs played in this kind of ensemble must be carefully selected. They must allow
all musicians in the group to show their special technical fine skills in fast tempos with
improvisation. The out standing songs commonly played by the ensemble are Rueng Chom
Samut Overture, Rako Overture, Tha-yoy Khamen, Lom Phat Chay Khaw, Khlom Nari, Thon
Samo and He Ra Len Nam.

In the past decades this kind of ensemble was perfprmed by the out standing
musicians who used to work in the Royal Music Academy of H.M. the King and later (after the
yeae 1935) by musical artists of the Thai Fine Arts Department. Since those musicians passed
away there are few musicians to replace them. To date there are few musicians who can
perform well in this type of performing art.

Presently perform as of the Thai Stringed Ensemble with Pi Chawa is not often heard
even in concert. It is not well appreciated by young people because it is hard to understand.

Preservation must be considered by authorities and by the Fine Arts Department.
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