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THONGCHAI SRIMUANG : THE POSY-MARITAL STATUSES OF HMONG
WOMEN : A CASE STUDY OF BAN THAPBOEK, WANGBAN SUB-DISTRICT,
LOMKAO DISTRICT, PHETCHABUN PROVINCE.THESIS ADVISORS : RUENGDET
PANKHUENKHAT, Ph.D., IAM THONGDEE, M.A., YONGYUTH BURASITH, M.A,,
119 p. ISBN 974-04-2137-7

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the post-marital statuses of
Hmong women, changes of their statuses and factors or conditions influencing those
changes. The data collection methods included interviews and participatory/non-
participatory observations.

The study findings revealed that there were several post-marital statuses of Hmong
women, including daughters-in-law, wives and mothers. Their statuses were restricted,
secondary to those of men and wives who follow their husbands wishes. However, they
were granted the right to pay homage to the ancestor spirits of their husbands and live with
their husband’s relatives. Regarding the power to make decisions and rights concerning
family affairs, it was revealed that women’s were restricted and different according to the
family type. In an extended family, decisions were made by parents of the husband while
the wife was a crucial laborer in the family and was required to provide services to the
husband and his parents. In a nuclear family, decision-making by the husband was regarded
as absolute while the duties of the wife included being a significant laborer and serving the
husband. Factors making the statuses of women secondary to those of men were the male-
dominated values and the capitalistié economic system, raising the values of men’s work
while degrading that of women.

From the research findings, it is recommended that state agencies improve and
promote the statuses of these women by establishing women development organizations in

communities with a mission to empower them from the suppression of men.
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Executive Summary

THE POST-MARITAL STATUSES OF HMONG WOMEN : A CASE STUDY OF
BAN THAPBOEK, WANGBAN SUB-DISTRICT, LOMKAO DISTRICT,
PHETCHABUN PROVINCE.

Summary of abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the post-marital
statuses of Hmong women, changes of their statuses and factors or conditions
influencing those changes. The data collection methods included interviews and
participatory/non-participatory observations.

The study findings revealed that there were several post-marital statuses of
Hmong women, including daughters-in-law, wives and mothers. Their statuses were
restricted, secondary to those of men and wives who follow their husbands wishes.
However, they were granted the right to pay homage to the ancestor spirits of their
husbands and live with their husband’s relatives. Regarding the power to make
decisions and rights concerning family affairs, it was revealed that women’s were
restricted and different according to the family type. In an extended family, decisions
were made by parents of the husband while the wife was a crucial laborer in the family
and was required to provide services to the husband and his parents. In a nuclear
family, decision-making by the husband was regarded as absolute while the duties of
the wife included being a significant laborer and serving the husband. Factors making
the statuses of women secondary to those of men were the male-dominated values and
the capitalistic economic system, raising the values of men’s work while degrading
that of women.

From the research findings, it is recommended that state agencies improve and
promote the statuses of these women by establishing women development
organizations in communities with a mission to empower them from the suppression
of men.

Introduction

The Hmong community at Ban Thapboek was located on a mountainous
highland, with a simple way of life that depended mainly on available natural
resources. The relationship between men and women was based on an assumption that
a man was a family and community leader while a woman was a follower being
assigned to the role of wife and mother. Such a belief had been instilled and passed on
from generations. A man was responsible for a breadwinner and family leader while a
woman mainly looked after family members, providing them conveniences and
comforts. As a consequence, a woman was expected to give services to and believe in
man as leader.

The practice had gone on until a change took place in the community. In 1968,
the men joined the Communist Party of Thailand, moved into the jungle and fought
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against the government. The battle of ideology came to a halt in 1982 and the men
joined the government as “Citizens of national development”, and resettled in the
community.

Under such a context and circumstance, Hmong women in the community had
to adjust themselves to the new changes. Economic necessity had forced them to take
on economic responsibility of their families, making them work even harder although
they had a better chance to develop their statuses and role.

The changes had strong impacts on conventional relationship between man and
woman. It was indicative of changes of duties or work between both sexes. Women
had to shoulder more responsilities so much so that it was difficult to play the
according to the expectation of the family and community. Women had to play many
roles at the same time, causing confusions to the roles assigned as well as identity
crisis of Hmong women. It was thus interesting to study post-marital statuses of
Hmong women to see how changes took place and what factors influencing the
changes of their roles and statuses after marriage.

Objectives.
1. To study aspects of the post-marital statuses of Hmong women.

2. To investigate characteristics of changes of those statuses.
3. To find out factors or conditions influencing those changes.

Research Methodology

The research was of qualitative in nature and employed the following methods
to collect data :

1. Conduct a document study as fundamental data in order to understand the
topic of discussion and population group, and to be used during the data
analysis.

2. Collect the data from field research by,
2.1 Surveying basic data in the community and important places in it.
2.2 Observing all the phenomena taking place in the community. Both
participatory and non-participatory observations were utilized.
2.3 Carrying out formal / informal interviews.

Scope of the study

The scope of study was as follows:

1. Scope of the area under investigation.

The area selected for this study was the Hmong community at Ban Thapboek,
villages No.14 and No.16, Wangban sub-district,Lomkao district,Phetchabun
province.
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2. Scope of contents.

The contents of the investigation covered the study of post-marital statuses of
Hmong women. Additionally the focus was on basic data of the community, statuses
and role of these women in the family, which included statuses of daughters-in-law,
wives, and mothers. Different statuses and roles were definitely expressed differently.

The research findings

After the analysis of the data, the findings were as follows:
1. Post-marital statuses of Hmong women.

The three statuses, namely as daughters-in-law, wives and mothers, of married
Hmong women could be summarized as follows:

1.1 The status daughters-in-law

A married woman held a status of the wife and daughter-in-law. She was
granted the right to live with her husband’s relatives, to pay homage to ancestor spirits
and to use the family name of her husband. However, in terms of property and family
expenses, she had no or almost no right on the issues. Despite having a duty to look
after the family, she could not control family expenditure as all the decisions were
made entirely by her father-in-law, who was the head of the family and by her mother-
in-law, who was the wife of the family leader. In addition to providing services to her
husband, as a daughter-in-law, she was expected to give services to her husband’s
parents and senior relatives residing in the family.

1.2 The status of the wife

The status was derived from marriage. Such a status could be derived from
permission, force or enlopment, all of which led to a wedding ceremony.

The role of the wife was to look after the whole family in terms of production
and repeated production,depending on the family type. In an extended family where
there were several women, her mother-in-law would assign work to everyone while
her father-in-law would assign work concerning production. In a nuclear family, the
women would be in full charge of family affairs whereas her husband had all the right
and power to make decisions on production.

1.3 The status of the mother.

The status would be attained when she gave birth to a child. Conventional
knowledge about being a mother had been passed on from generations by actual
practices from childhood. Decision-making about having a child was a joint
responsibility between the husband and wife even though in reality the former had a
more say on the matter than the latter. Children would respect the two parties equally,
but ultimate and absolute decisions rested on the father.
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2. Characteristics of post-marital statuses of Hmong women.

The study findings revealed different characteristics of post-marital statuses as
‘ follows:
2.1 Different statuses of Hmong women as defined by the society
The statuses as defined by the society were of two types : key and achieved. The
key status was a women’s birth right, that is, the status of female. The achieved
statuses were obtained after marriage which included statuses of a daughter-in-law,
wife and mother after giving birth. The roles specified by the society were different
according to her statuses.

2.2 A good follower and having a secondary role to her husband’s

The roles of a wife were different from and secondary to those of her husband
as reflected in the behaviors of family life as follows :

1.) Economic dependency. Currently daily family life was defined by
money or economic gains. Nonetheless women’s work was not directly valuable in
terms of economy, making them financially dependent on their husbands. A wife had
to seek permission from her husband prior to spending money although a part of an
asset was saved by herself.

2.) Right and power to decisions. In general, the husband would seek
opinions from his wife, but ultimately his discuss were regarded as absolute, whether
his wife would agree or not.

3.) Working hours. A wife spent far more time working with far less rest
than her husband. Her time of each day start at 4 a.m. when she got up to prepare food
and do household work while her husband or family leader would get up to have
breakfast at 5 a.m. After that everyone would go out to work in the field and return
home in the evening. The wife once again had to prepare dinner and feed animals until
dinner was served at 7 p.m. After dinner, she to do clean-up work and do some sewing
and patching until bedtime at around 9 p.m. The cycle went on every single day.

2.3 The statuses of high expectation.

Family as a smallest until of the society could be maintained with the
coordination of roles of its members. The roles of the husband were defined in
materialistic terms as a crucial breadwinner and securily of the family. As for the wife,
she was assigned her roles in spiritual terms, with an expectation to develop human
relations and compromise to attain peaceful co-habitation within the family. The roles
in spiritual terms included providing care, love, warmth, happiness and comfort to her
family members. In addition, she was expected to play a role in economic terms by
being another financial source of the family.

3. Change of post-marital statuses of Hmong woman

The findings revealed post-marital status changes of | Hmong women as
follows :
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3.1 Changes due to a tradition of marriage

Changes due to marriage usually took place when a Hmong woman was about
14-17 years old. After having gone through the ceremony, she would then be eligible
to play the roles of a married woman assigned by the society so that she could
maintain those roles and rights different from images projected by others.

3.2 Life-long statuses resistant to change

After marriage, the statuses of the wife were difficult to change because of
inherent key statuses of a married woman, namely a daughter-in-law, wife and mother
after giving birth.

4. Factors or conditions influencing status changes

The study findings revealed the factors or conditions influencing the charge of
Hmong women’s statuses as follows :

4.1 Cultural and economic factors

One cultural factor was the male-dominated values while an economic one was
the capitalistic economic system with a particular emphasis on monetary gains. Such
factors had further raised the values of men’s work while degrading that of women.
These foctors had also aggravated the secondary statuses of women even farther even
though they had played more parts in the family.

4.2 Occupational factors

The factors contributed to the changes of women’s statuses as men were fully
in change of economic situations of the family while women were responsible for
household chores. Economically, women had to depend on men, raising their statuses
even higher.

4.3 Factor on family and kinship system

It was discovered that in an extended family where the wife resided with the
relatives of her husband, as a wife and daughter-in-law, she was expected and required
to provide services to her husband and his senior relatives and parents.

However, in a nuclear family such a requirement was not imposed except to
her husband and family members.

Moreover, in an extended family a daughter-in-law almost had no right and
power in the family affairs as decision-making depended entirely on her parents-in-
law although her duty was to look after the household. She was unable to supervise
family expenses. At any rate, when a nuclear family was established, she would be
entitled to have more rights and power on her family affairs.
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Recommendation

From the research findings, it is recommended that state agencies improve and promote
the statuses of these women by establishing women development organizations in communities

with a mission to empower them from the suppression of men.
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