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ONRAVADEE THANACHAN: SUAD CARUHAT, FUNERAL CEREMONIAL
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Suad Caruhat is the entertainment at a the funeral ceremony that imitates the chanting
of the monks.

The Objectives of this research are to study the historical background of “Suad
Caruhat” or funeral ceremonial chanting and to examine the part of Suad Caruhat melodic
preaching which is based on Buddhist Scripture as performed by the folk group of chanters at
Paijamseel Sub-District, Visedchaichan District in Angthong Province that conducted by using
principle of Ethnomusicology.

This study identifys the chanting group perform the main script of the Suad Caruhat
chant is the Dhammasanggani. The part of the Suad Caruhat chant is based on Buddhist Scripture
consists of 6 scripts or hymns and 7 melodies, starting from the first movement is one melody
consists of the Namo hymn, the Kusala hymn, the Kama hymn and the Uppannam hymn. The
second movement is two melodies consists of the Kanda hymn and the last movement is one
melody consists of the Photdappha hymn. The melody of the chant comprises of five to six tones
and the script of the chant is divided into one to four parts. The principle melodies of each hymn
move upwards and downwards does not over the fifth interval. The sounds found in the words of
each hymn exist in the group of main sounds. The chanters use the technique of drawing out
sound and utter additional words in order to connect one word with the following word.

The results of this research show that the group of chanters had begun to perform
Suad Caruhat during the reign of King Rama VI. This folk group who performed Suad Caruhat
chanting as their secondary career. The group had continued the chanting from generation to
generation and the present group is the fifth generation of chanters. At present, there is no new
generation to inherit this art form nowadays due to the lack of popularity of Suad Caruhat among
the Thai people.
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Executive Summary

Suad Caruhat, funeral ceremonial chanting, in Angthong, Thailand

Background and Significance of Study

Suad Caruhat is one of the Thai entertainments, which is usually displayed in the
funeral ceremony. The persons who chant are lay people (who are not monks). It is the show
illuminating the monk’s chanting in the funeral ceremony which is well known as Abhidhamma
Chanting.

In the performance, there are four people carrying ceremonial fans, sitting in front of
the Dhamma container (the cage containing the text of doctrine) like monks, but the difference is
that, the lay prayers bring the chanting words used by monks in various occasions in the way of
comedy, funny. In the performance, there is no the musical instrument, but the prayers use their
mouth to make the melody.

The performance of Suad Caruhat in each place is different, they use different
chanting words, depending on if it is pupular. They compose the word and melody different from
monks, they add joking story or the tales and also songs in different melody. Sometimes they use
the folk songs and the prayers perform and make up their faces in accordance with the contents.
Language Usage usually has dirty meanings, moreover, it may be prayed in different languages
such as Chinese, Youn, Mon, Lao, Indian western and so on. In the performance, the prayers will
use the word and melody

In those days, the performance was very popular, many bands were set up and at that
time, there were many bands belonging to monks and lay people. At the present day, Suad
Caruhat which was displayed in the funeral ceremony nearly comes to the end. In the remote area,
this performance can be found, but the persons who are able to chant are very rare and most of
them are old (over 50 years old). It was handed down from the last generation. Even now, the
funeral ceremony still exists, but there is no chance to display Suad Carubat. Because of this
reason, it is quite hard to find out those who would like maintain Suad Caruhat, as it is neither
popular nor profession which can earn much money. The people who are able to chant must be of

abilities in various performances and must have interests and zeal in this performance.
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Suad Caruhat has mixed up with the art, since the performance must consist of
various aspects of arts, whether music, local performance and tale story, especially the Pali
chanting words were applied in the new way in order to bring about entertainment accordingly.
The chanting words have those skilled in recital an entertainment think the melody creatively,
because the chanting words cannot be changed, it is different to the song in which it’s melody and
words can be changed freely, it can be adjusted to make the beauty. In each place, each band had
unique way of performance depending on the ability of those skilled in recital. So it is regarded as
one of interesting performance of the Thai in which the creativity in chanting melody was made
in accordance to the chanting words used by monks in various occasions. It is regarded as the
performance signifying the intellect of those skilled in recital, who were able to mix up the
chanting word with the musical arts and literature story harmoniously. In the performance, those
skilled in recital can bring some comedy story to entertain the audience.

In this study, the researcher has choose to study Suad Caruhat, case study those
skilled in recital who are living in Pai Cham Sil Sub-district, Visetchaichan District, Ang-Thong
Province. Because it is an interesting performance and it nearly degenerates from our society, so
it is good to study in it in order to show the Thai culture and tradition, it is the way to collect data
and evidence, the record of Suad Caruhat with the universal music score. The expected advantage

from this study will be useful for the further study.

Aims of Study

In the study of Suad Caruhat, case study those skilled in recital in Paichamsil Sub-
district, Visetchaichan District, Ang-Tong Province, there are the aims of study as follows:

1. For studying the background and the history of Suad Caruhat (lay chanting) in the
band of Paichamsil Sub-district

2. For analyzing the melody of chanting of those skilled in recital in the band of
Paichamsil Sub-district
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Expected advantage
The expected advantage from this study is as follows:
1. Knowing the history and background of Suad Caruhat
2. Knowing the form and process of Suad Caruhat
3. Having recorded the melody of Suad Caruhat with the Western-music Notation
4. Knowing the contents and style of music in Suad Caruhat
5. The findings will be useful for further study

The Scope of Study

1. The collected data will be studied and analyzed, the researcher uses the collected
data from field work in the area of Paichamsil Sub-district, Visetchaichan District, Ang-Tong
Province during October 2541-June 2544 B.E.

2. Those skilled in recital in Paichamsil Sub-district are:

1) Mr. Jerm Duriansuk
2) Mr. Som Nantaseni
3) Mr. Sanga Klammarat
4) Mr. Pradit Pandumai

3. The analysis of the Caruhat chanting's melody has been studied and analyzed only
about the dhamma aspect, because it has been used to be the main structure in the chanting and it
is a part showing the ability in composing the melody in accordance with the chanting words
which cannot be changed.

From the study of Suad Caruhat in Paichamsil Sub-district, it found that the melody in
the dhamma contents by using the chanting words as those skilled in recital call and it consists of
6 chapters of chanting, 7 melodies as follows:

1) The chanting of Namo (Homage) 1 melody

2) The chanting of Kusala (wholesomeness) 1 melody

3) The chanting of Kama (sensory realm) 1 melody

4) The chanting of Uppannam, 1 melody

5) The chanting of Kandha (smell), 2 melodies

6) The chanting of Photdappha (touch) 1 melody
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The primary agreement

In this study, the researcher has the primary agreement as follows:

1. Use the Wester-music theory for writing Suad Caruhat.

2. The writing of the sound with Wester-music Notation has been done in the way
that comes close the chanting sound as much as possible. Because those skilled in recital chanting

use the funny words in their will, so it follows the improvisation.

Literature Review

The example of illustration of Suad Caruhat displayed by the villagers of Paichamsila
Sub-district from filed work in the funeral ceremony of Mrs. Karee Duriansuk on Friday 26,
February, 2542 B.E. at 85 Moo 3 Phaichamsil Sub-district, Visetchaichan District, Ang-Tong

Province.




o o a

=
WANINBEE UHTINGBUKAR fifLY. (AUAT) /215

Suad Caruhat means the chanting chanted by those who are not monks, on the other
hand they are lay people and it is the name of a Thai entertainment displayed only in the funeral
ceremony. Those skilled in recital chanting are classified into 2 types namely professional ones
and volunteer ones. In those days, it was popular that there was an emulation of Suad Caruhat by
using the flute instead of human voice. It was a volunteer performance and it would be displayed
only the funeral ceremonies of a high class people.

Nowadays, the performance of Suad Caruhat is very hard to encounter, especially in
the town, which is full of large populations who are different in background and life style,
although different in culture and tradition. Some is changing, for instance in those days, the
funeral ceremony was performed at home, since the temple might be far from village, it might not
be convenient to go to the temple like this day. If the funeral ceremony performed at home, it was
more convenient to greet the guests, so it was a custom that the guests would stay there as the
host’s accompany. But now the life style is changing. Mostly the funeral ceremony is performed
at the temple especially in the town society, to keep the corpse at home is no long necessary, so
this custom is cut off accordingly to the life style in the present day. But in some province, the

people still remain this custom and tradition.
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During the corpse is at home, to decrease the sorrowful and lonely atmosphere,
various performances such as Khone drama (ballet) were arranged. Suad Caruhat was one of the
performance arranged by the host, because it was funny and comedy performance. This could be
seen only in the funeral ceremony, it was the emulating performance of monks in funeral
ceremony or it was known as Abhidhamma chanting.

In the performance of Suad Caruhat, there were main actors who were called “those
skilled in recital” they would be carrying the ceremonial fans and sitting in front of dhammacase
(the case containing the Buddhist scripture) like monks. In those days, it was not so difficult to
encounter, whether at the temple or at a certain home (where there is a funeral ceremony). In
Bangkok this kind of performance could be seen at Wat Samplum, Wat Sraket, Wat Lakondham
and so on. Usually it would be performed after monks had finished Abhidhamma chanting,

The substance of chanting words were derived from the Pali words chanted by monks
in the funeral ceremony. These chanting words now were published for example the Phra Malai
Chanting (So Dhammapakdee). This can be recognized, because it is usually put on the
dhammacase in front of monks in the funeral ceremony, especially the 7 texts of Abhidhamma
and the Phra Malai, these two are very often performed. Abhidhammatthasangaha may be found
sometimes, it depends on the local favorite.

The Pali chanting words would be brought in the performance of Suad Caruhat with
modification of melody in order to bring about sweet sounding, but the chanting word was not
changeable. The thinker must bring proper sound to the proper chanting emphasizing on the
entertainment which is different from monk's chanting in which it's aims to convey the doctrine in
Buddhism to the audience. There would be no too high or too low intonation. The intonation is
always flatting.

In addition to this, the comedy fib might be inserted in the performance the story in
the literature such as Sam Kok Krai-Tong might also be put, songs in various style, the new style
composed by those skilled in recital through the folk songs in each area. Those skilled in recital
used the mouth emulate the sound of music and there was demonstrating performance and making
up the face and dressing up to amuse people or audience alternating with the Pali chanting which

was the main structure.
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The procedure would begin with the chanting of dhamma followed by performance.
Those skilled in recital would use the song to tell the audience such as Chut Khaek. They might
use some song in Indian style and then put some trick to amuse the audience, mostly it would be
dirty meaning. When each performance was over and the next one would begin. Those skilled in
recital would begin chanting first and then back to do same as mentioned above. The melody and
contents of each performance would be different according to their ability and favorite. Those
skilled in recital have positions as follows:

1) TauTui: Joker, his duty is, to amuse the audience.

2) KoNung: Lead singr, his duty is, to be the lead of a group, he will work like a
director, this duty is important, since he has to remember the script, contents and melody
accurately.

3) KoSong: Chorus singer, his duty is, to help the first one.

4) TauPasa: Joker, his duty is, to act as a heroin in various performances and he
needed a special ability to emulate the manner of each heroin in the performance and sounds in
different languages such as Chinese, Vietnamese, Mon, Laos, Indian and also western one. It
was similar to the Thai traditional music. In the language performance, the actors would use the
melody to emulate the sound of each language in order to amuse the audience.

In the real performance, four actors must well rehearsal together, remember the melody
and chanting words, various tricks. It's aim is, to bring about harmony the role of each actor, as
the performance would amuse the audience. Before they could play in the performance, they
spent much time for rehearsing, training and also individual ability.

It was said that originally, monks began the chanting first (called Suad Phra). In those
day, before the Abhidhamma chanting in the funeral ceremony, monks would be invited to give
chanting service the whole night until the sun rises. But later some thought the chanting way
which might amuse the audience by chanting in various melodies and using the funny words,
alternating with sound chanting that it could touch the audience. Because it looked strange that
monks dared to do like this. But in fact, it was not suitable for monks, because it was a good
manner for monks to do this, it could degenerate Buddhism. These were regarded as the
disciplinary offence. In the reign of Rattanakosin dynasty, early King Ram I, the ecclesiastical

law was laid down for prohibit monks not chanting like lay people, it was o.k. to chant
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Abhidhamma, but for the lay people, it was allowable. When the law was getting stricter, the
chanting with physical performance finally disappeared, there were still some laymen who like
the chanting in this way. Therefore, some who had been monks or laymen who had experienced
this performance, would chant after the monk's chanting. It is the source of Suad Caruhat
signifying the words lay follower or non-monks.

In each area, Suad Caruhat was named in different way, for example in Bangkok, it
was called Suad Krahat, in the countryside the name might be different such as Suad Phee,
Lamsuad, Suadmalai, Suadcaravat and so on. But the way of chanting was similar, the different
thing was chanting words, melodies and amusing tricks.

In the present day, the performance of Suad Caruhat was no longer popular, it was
expected that a comedian or a clown is derived from the form of Suad Caruhat, but differ in that a

clown can be displayed in any occasion.

The Method of Study

The researcher has collected the data from documents, research and printing materials
concerning with Suad Caruhat from various sources.

Having studied the primary data from documents and then the researcher has studied
the further data. The topic of research is divided into groups namely the meaning and the
background of chanting, the melody used in the chanting, type of chanting, chanting in funeral
ceremony, Suad Caruhat and concerning studies, all brought to be the information in the study.

To bring the whole image of the performance of Suad Caruhat and to distinguish the
way of performance of each band. The tape cassette recording of performance and video
recording from the Musical Art Center, Bangkok Bank Ltd. Phanpha Branch Bangkok.

The researcher has primarily interviewed the educated people and experienced about
Suad Caruhat, it's purpose is to study the way of interview in the point. The people consist of
those skilled in recital, the villagers from Phaichamsil Sub-district. The recording machine is used
to record the interviews.

Those skilled in recital of Suad Caruhat of Phaichamsil Sub-district studied and
interviewed by the researcher consist of 4 persons as follows:

1) Mr. Jerm Duriansuk

2) Mr. Pradit Pandumai
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3) Mr. Sanga Klammarat

4) Mr. Som Nantasenee

In the interview, the researcher has used the primary questionnaire, which is about the
biography, the performance experience and the question regarding to the research by natural
interview and then the information acquired from the interview was collected for further study in
deeper interview in order to obtain more information.

Mainly the researcher has brought information from filed work in the funeral ceremony
of Mrs. Karee Duriansuk on Friday 26, February, 2542 B.E. at 85 Moo 3 Phaichamsil Sub-
district, Visetchaichan District, Ang-Tong Province. The researcher has observed the
Abhidhamma chanting ceremony and took part in Suad Caruhat with other participants, the
researcher also has conversation with those skilled in recital and the participants before and after
the performance. The camera, video camera and recording machine were used to collect the
information.

After collecting the information, the researcher has studied the information from
various sources and classified it into groups. In addition to this, the melody of Suad Caruhat of
the villagers from Phaichamsil was recorded by the universal music score.

Having sorted out of the information, the researcher has brought the melody of Suad
Caruhat recorded by a universal music score to mix up with the sound of song and then
investigated it's correctness with that of Suad Caruhat of the villagers of Phaichamsil Sub-district.

In this study, the researcher's objective is, to analyze the melody of Suad Caruhat of
the villagers of Phaichamsil Sub-district, Visetchaichan District, Ang-Tong Province. Only the
contents of doctrine was analyzed, cause it was the essential of Suad Caruhat, it was the main
structure of the performance and it also signified the intellect in composing the melody in
accordance with the chanting words which are unchangeable, it's meaning is maintained, this is
different from the song in which the melody can change feely by the composer.

The procedure of the analysis is done as follows:

1) The main sound used in Suad Caruhat

2) The form of chanting and the method of Suad Caruhat

3) The movement of the principle melody in Suad Caruhat

4) The sound found in Suad Caruhat
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The Findings of Study

In this study, the researcher has studied Suad Caruhat of the villagers from
Phaichamsil Sub-district, Visetchaichan District, Ang-Tong Province. The performance of this
band has been mentioned in the literal revising.

This band had handed down the performance of Suad Caruhat by generation to
generation, it began around the reign of King Rama VI and was handed down from the first
generation as they performed when they were in monkhood, it was influenced by Suad Caruhat in
Bangkok. The present generation is the fifth and now those who will continue this performance
are rare. Because the number of audience is decreasing and the performance is no longer popular.
Now, in the year of 2545 B.E. Two those skilled in recital are still alive, Mister Som Nantasenee
80 years old and Mister Sanga Klammarat 82 years old.

In the performance of Suad Caruhat of this band, they used only Dhammasangani, the
first chanting of the 7 scriptures of Abhidhamma as the main structure in the performance. They
began with Homage of the Buddha (Namo 3 ‘times) as the starting chanting which is well known
by the Buddhists and followed with the chanting of Kusala, the chanting of kama, the chanting of
uppannam, the chanting of Kanda, the chanting of Photdappha, all these were chanted by the first
person.

The chanting of Namo (Homage to the Buddha) will usually be repeated for three
times before other chanting words, it is well known as the chanting of Homage to the Buddha, the
Pali words saying that Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahato Samma Sambuddhassa. It is usually
repeated for three times, in Suad Caruhat, the end of each chanting will be of the draw of voice in
Thai style singing between two words of a song.

In the chanting, those skilled in recital can draw the voice, this is usually led by the
first person. And the sound used in Suad Caruhat is of 5-6 main voices, those skilled in recital
usually bring the chanting words to connect with the additional words and they will be of the
melodious sound by adding the register of tones from the throat as one skilled in recital wants. It
was found that the sound and the sound or the sound of chanting and additional words and the
sound of additional words with the draw of voice of register of tones from the throat will be high

or low, not over than the fifth interval.
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Nevertheless, in the creative thinking of the melody, those skilled in recital cannot
change the chanting words brought from the Pali chanting words, they have to reserve the original
words.

The first melody can be seen as the example by using the chanting of Homage to the

Buddha in Pali words "Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahato Sammasambuddhassa”.

The example of melody of chanting of Homage to the Buddha which is usually chanted by

monks.
Chanted with the medium melody
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From the musical score, we can sce the melody does not emphasize on the high or
low sound too much, it aims to use the rhythm of melody in drawing long or short sounds or to
break and wait for the readiness in chanting rather than bringing sweet sounding. This form of
chanting can be found in general chanting and it is called Sangyoka chanting namely there is the
draw of sound and break for respiration at the main chanting words such as in the underlined
words Namo Tassa Sammasambuddhassa. In some chanting of monks, sometimes we will find
out that there will be the high and low intonations and the thythm rather than usual, it sounds very
melodious. This is called Sarapanya, the chanting of draw the voice usage. It's melody is higher or
lower than the chanting of Sangyoka which will be chanted in some chanting such as Phramalai
chanting, Abhidham- matthasangaha chanting. Mostly it will be chanted as the composing such as
a verse form consisting of rhyme, a pure rhyme, a verse from which made use of tone, prosody.
Two forms of chanting will be chanted by monks with the controlling of body and speech, even it
is Sarapanya chanting, Moreover, the rhythm and melody can bring about concentration, the mind

will focus on the chanting words, it is the way to learn dhamma.
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The example of chanting of Homage to the Buddha of those Skilled in recital, Phaichamsil

Sub-district.

Chanted with the Medium
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From this music core, we can see that the melody was expanded and the melody of
high and low intonation was added rather than the monk's chanting, it's purpose is mainly, to lay
an emphasis on the sweet sounding of the melody and amusement. We can notice the length of

the circle appearing in each word to the next word, between them, the draw of voice and

additional words will be used to expand the melody.
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The example of the melody in the chanting of Phrasangini of those skilled in recital,

Phaichamsil Sub-district.

Chanted with the Medium
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The chanting of Dhammasangini is the first chanting in the 7 scriptures of
Abhidhamma which are usually chanted by monks in funeral ceremonies. The melody is the same
to the example of the chanting of Homage to the Buddha as mentioned before. When it was
chanted by those skilled in recital, the melody would be expanded, there would be more the high
and low intonation, it aims to bring about an amusement. This chanting is well known when we
go to participate in the funeral ceremony. When the monks start chanting, they usually start with
the chanting of Kusala dhamma, akusala dhamma. From the example, it skips over to the chanting

of Kandharammanam va rasarammanam va which lies in the chanting of Dhammasangani.
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The example of imitating music sound of those skilled in recital (Suad Caruhat)

Chanted with the Medium
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From this example, we can see TauTui, KoNung and KoSong, they make the sound to

imitate the sound of music, but TauPasa imitates the sound of drum according to it's rhythm.

Moreover, in this performance, there is folk song such as Plangtenkam, Lumatad,
Plangchoi and other performances such as the Khon drama, a song-dance drama(Like), Lae and
sermon. Those skilled in recital would mainly adjust all these or thought to amuse the audience,
which was usually of dirty meanings alternating with the Pali chanting as mentioned before.

Now, those who know this kind of performance mostly are living in the countryside
and are in old age. From the study, the researcher has assumed that Suad Caruhat was getting
popular in the big city like Bangkok and then it was spread to other provinces till now. It can be

said that Suad Caruhat had vanished from Bangkok, as it was no longer popular.
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In some province, Suad Caruhat can be seen in some area where the old tradition of
keeping corpse at home is reserved such as in Ang-Tong, Kanchanaburi, Uthaithani, Petburi and
so on. But those skilled in recital are quite rare and mostly they are in old age (over 60-70 years
old), otherwise. The oppprtunity of the play is very rare, as the people are not longer interested in
it. Therefore, those who would like to hand down this play of chanting (Suad Caruhat) are quite
rare. Because they have to train and rehearsal, leamn the chanting words and other melodies of
songs by heath in the way that they will be able to chant in the same story. In the present day, it is
not popular and it is not the career, which can earn a lot of money, it is volunteer job. Those
skilled in recital must really be of an interest and love to do it. Most importantly, it must be the

social demand, as if there is no audiences, so this performance is useless.

Suggestion

From the study, the researcher has some suggestion for further studies. The further
study should be a collection of various band of Suad Caruhat, which always consists of the
scripture of Dhamma, of song before the performance starts and of the set of performance,
especially of the additional melody should be writing by the Western-music Notation together
with the chanting words and lyric. Suad Caruhat should be recorded in all kinds of media whether
printing media, or audio and visual recording, so it will be tangible performance rather than
recording only the chanting words and lyric. In addition to this, all mass media can display the
better clarity of Suad Caruhat, when it is brought back to demonstrate the later generation. As
now, there are very few of those interested in Suad Caruhat and those skilled in recital are getting
older. In the future, the chanting words used in Suad Caruhat will be hard to find out and it finally

will come to the end.



