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SIRIPEN PRASERTRATTANADECHO: A STUDY OF MEANING
AND ADJUSTMENT IN TRANSLATION THE GARFIELD COMIC STRIPS.
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This research was a qualitative study aimed at investigating the translation
methods and the techniques of adjustment which have been employed in translating
the comic strips entitled “Garfield”, from English into Thai. The researcher focused
on examining the transfer of meaning and cartoon styles.

In terms of the transfer of meaning, the analysis focused on the content and
the grammatical level in the translated versions. The researcher focused on six aspects
of content: 1) words, 2) idioms, 3) figurative language, 4) connotative meaning, 5)
meaning associated with the drawings, and 6) the dialogue. The results showed that |
the translator employed free translation and techniques of adjustment to maintain the
naturalness of the target language and to convey the meanihg communicated by the
writer. A literal translation was rarely found. Moreover, pictures and context also
influenced the translator to transfer non-equivalent meaning from the original text. On
a grammatical level, the researcher focused on morphemes and syntactic structure.
Three techniques of adjustment were found: addition, deletion, and sentence
adjustment.

In terms of the transfer of cartoon styles, two aspects were focused upon:
the use of font and the use of punctuation marks. The researcher found that the
translator used almost the same font type and font style as those in the original. The
punctuation marks could be) transferred in  three  ways: ~keeping 'the ' original
punctuation, deleting, and adding punctuation marks.
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MOTHER NATURE CERTAINLY USES
EVERY COLOR ON HER VAST PALETTE
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A STUDY OF MEANING AND ADJUSTMENT IN TRANSLATION THE

GARFIELD COMIC STRIPS

1. Background and Rationale of the Study

Cartoon is a drawing or series of drawings (comic strips) which tells stories
in a humorous way. It reflects a cartoonist’s imaginary thoughts or stories eliciting
feelings and emotions. According to Narkpaijit (2530: 2), cartoon is a kind of
literature which tells stories through pictures.

Nowadays, cartoons are getting more involved with our daily lives through
such media as newspaper, magazines, or television. Apart from being designed for
entertainment purposes, cartoons are also being used as a teaching mean. Cartoon has
been become important as it is used for many purposes by many people such as
teachers, columnists, academics, advertising agencies, psychologists, etc. Its
characteristic magnetizes not only children but also adults.

Thanks to the advanced technology in communication which has
encouraged rapid information exchanges. We can find a lot of foreign cartoons
imported into Thailand from many countries. As we have seen lots of translated
Japanese comic books found in bookstores. Surprisingly, not many translated English
comic books are found in Thailand. Those comic books that have been well known

among children for a long period of time are such as Walt Disney and Hanna-Barbara.
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The popular cartoon characters from such mentioned cartoons are Mickey Mouse,
Donald Duck, Superman and Spiderman.

Garfield is among cartoons which are widely known worldwide. Garfield
comic books have been translated into many languages such as French, German,
Spanish and Thai. Things and toys symbolizing Garfield are widely sold in many
countries. All in all, as Garfield is a well-known Thai translated comic series among
Thai adults and children, the researcher then chooses it for the analysis of the study.

Nowadays, cartoon is an imperative part of foreign and Thai newspaper
especially politic cartoon which ironically focuses on politicians or political situations.
Cartoonist tends to exaggerate but make the presentation evident who is who.
Obviously, there is no translation of politic cartoon from foreign to Thai language
because the politic cartoon needs the well understanding on social, cultural and
political systems of both translator and reader in order to get its real meaning. Pinyo
Buathong (2519: 36-38) states that the politic cartoon had different levels; some
pictures were easy to understand whereas some were too difficult. Only politic
knowledgeable person could know its meaning.

Garfield is a cartoon printed in the newspaper which focuses on humor and
tries to make readers relax. The content of the story is about daily life between human
and pets which copy human behavior. Its easy understanding makes it so popular that
there is a collection or so called comic book available for sale. Chulasak Amornvej
(2526 : 30) gave an opinion how cartoons become favorite that it was because those
comic cartoons in the papers could induce humorous mood instantaneously. Though
the mood was just a little laugh, hi hi, not a big laugh, it was good enough for the

readers.
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The other kind of foreign translated cartoon is a cartoon series which has
conversation or illustration appearing in the panel. It has many panels. If it has only 3-
6 panels, we call it comic strips. These cartoons have the same fundamental structure
consisting of plot, actor, illustration and scene in each panel. Taveesak Chaimayo
(2535: 19-25) comments that to write the content in each panel, the cartoonist must
consider it appropriate to the age of the reader and must be relevant to each panel. The
illustration or speech must not be repeated or redundant. Translation of cartoon series
and comic strips should be strict to originality.

Garfield is a comic strips having 3-6 panels and finishes in one page.
Sungket Narkpaijit (2530 : 5) gave the meaning of the comic as humorous illustrations
in series. In the past, most of the contents were only humor, but at present the contents
can be any styles such as crime, war and adventure. Picture and message in each panel
is relevant. Most of comic strips are printed in the newspapers. When it is popular, it
will be collected and printed as a comic book, the so called funny. David White (1992:
370) says that the characteristic of comic strips had balloons showing who were

speaking.

2. Purposes of the Study

The purposes of this study are

2.1 To study meanings, components, and characteristics of cartoons in
order to gain basic information for the study

2.2 To investigate techniquesAof transferring communicated meanings used

in translating Garfield comic strips from English into Thai
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2.3 To investigate techniques of adjustment used in translating Garfield

comic strips from English into Thai

3. Benefits of the Study
3.1 The study provides us techniques used in translating comic strips both
in terms of how to transfer the meanings and how to use the language properly. The
study also provides us about how to use technique of adjustment for translation.
3.2 The results of the study are beneficial for those who are interested in
studying the translation of cartoons in other aspects. It can be a source of information

for them.

4. Scope of the study

The study investigates both the original English version and the translated
Thai version of six Garfield comic books as the following.

1. The 2™ Garfield comic book, “Garfield Big Appetite” in Thai
translated from “Garfield at Large” (1*") and “Garfield Gains Weight” 2"

2. The 4" Garfield comic book, “Garfield Bigger Than Life” in Thai
translated from “Garfield Bigger Than Life” (3

3. The 7" Garfield comic book, “Garfield Takes the Cake” in Thai
translated from “Garfield Takes the Cake” (5™)

4, The 8" Garfield comic book, “Garfield Enjoys Lasagna” in Thai
translated from “Garfield Takes the Cake” (5™") and “Garfield Eats His Heart Out” (6™)

5. The 10" Garfield comic book, “Garfield Sits Around the House™ in

Thai translated from “Garfield Sits Around the House” (7™)
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6. The 13" Garfield comic book, “Garfield Loses His Feet” in Thai
translated from “Garfield Loses His Feet” (9™)

The study investigates only techniques of translation and techniques of
adjustment in translation by focusing on the meanings communicated through the
texts. Pictures or drawings in the comic strips were also considered for the
investigation but not as the main focus. However, in the study the researcher did not

assess the quality of the translation work.

5. Methodology

5.1 Data selection

After having reviewed the literatures, the researcher found that many studies
concern about the influence of cartoons on teaching, learning and human behaviors.
However, not many studies were found to relate to the investigation of English cartoon
translation. Therefore, the researcher found it is interesting to study what techniques a
translator employs in translating cartoons from English into Thai.

The reason why Garfield comic strips were selected for the analysis in the
study is that Garfield has been known worldwide. Garfield comic strips have been
published in many daily English newspapers until now. Moreover, there are enough
translated Garfield comic books found in Thailand. Thus, this provides good

representatives for the study.
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5.2 Data collection
By using qualitative approach research, the researcher collected the data from
secondary source, i.c. 6 original English version and 6 translated Thai versions of

Garfield comic books as mentioned in the scope of the study.

5.3 Data analysis
First, the researcher studied the concept of translation and adjustment in
translation offered by many Thai and foreign theorists. Those Thai theorists include
Homhuan Chuenjit (1984), Sunchawee Saibua (1995) and etc. Those foreign theorists
include Eugene A. Nida(1964), J.C. Catford (1965), Peter Newmark (1982), Mildred
L. Larson (1984) and etc.

The researcher then studied the concept of cartoons in terms of the meaning,
classification, and components of comic strips offered by both Thai and foreign
theorists.

The next step is to investigate original Garfield comic books and their
translated versions in order to collect the data for the analysis. The analysis consists of
two main parts. They are 1) transferring of the meanings communicated in the
original comic strips, and 2) transferring of the styles used in the original comic strips.

Finally, the researcher analyzed the data by comparing the original version
to the translated version in order to find out what techniques of translation used in
transferring the meanings and what techniques of adjustment in translation found in
the translated versions.

In order to investigate the techniques used in transferring the meanings, the

analysis is based on the concepts suggested by Homhuan Chuenjit (1984), Chaweng
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Jantarakhet (1985), Sunchawee Saibua (1995), Eugene A. Nida (1964), J.C. Catford
(1965), Peter Newmark (1982), Mildred L. Larson (1984) and etc.

In order to investigate techniques of adjustment in translation, the analysis is
based on the concepts suggested by Sunchawee Saibua (1995) and Eugene A. Nida
(1964).

Moreover, in terms of analyzing styles used in comic strips, the researcher
based on the concepts of Richardson (1977), Eisner (1985), Barker (1989), Whitaker
(1994), Thomson & Hewison (1996), and, etc.

In analyzing the data, those concepts of translation techniques and comic
styles are employed. In addition to the concepts stated, theories of cartoon are also

used for data analysis.

6. The Results of the Study

In terms of techniques used in transferring the communicated meanings, the
results from the analysis can be summarized as follows:

1. The techniques used in transferring the meanings mostly include modified
literal translation, translation by interpretation and translation by using cultural
substitute. What the translator considered as most important is to make the translation
easily understood by readers of Thai society but still maintains the same meanings
communicated.

2. Apart from the techniques stated above, the translator also used other
techniques. For example, when translating a noun the translator sometimes used the
technique of adding a generic term before a ‘specific word and the technique of

substituting a generic term for a specific word. In transferring the meanings of
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onomatopoeic sounds, the translator tended to employ the technique of translation by
using cultural substitutes. This was to make it sound most natural in the Thai
language.

3. The study also showed the results relating to the meanings communicated
through grammatical forms. As the Thai language and the English language are not
equivalent in terms of grammatical structure, the translator needed to use the technique
of adjustment in translation. The results showed that the translator sometimes added
words to communicate the most accurate meanings but sometimes ignore the minor
meanings communicated in the original text such as plurality and tense. However, the
main purpose was to maintain the naturalness of Thai language.

4. Moreover, focusing on the language used in the translated comic strips, it
was found that many times the translator employed Thai spoken language. For
example, slang and emphasizing words were used so that the language of translation
sounds like a conversation.

In terms of techniques used in transferring the styles used in the comic
books, the results from the analysis were found in the use of font styles and in the use
of punctuation marks. The results can be summarized as the following.

1. For the use of font styles, the translator attempted to maintain the same
styles being used in the original version in order to maintain the cartoonist’s creative
ideas. However, it was still found that sometimes the translator could not maintain the
same styles where the adjustment was needed.

2. For the use of punctuation marks, no rule was found in deciding whether
to maintain or not to maintain those marks in the translation work. Sometimes, the

translator maintained those marks. However, the translator sometimes ignored those
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marks in the original work or added some marks in the translation work. According to
the researcher’s opinion, the translator may consider that the punctuation marks in the
original text are rarely used in Thai language. Therefore, those marks are omitted.
Besides, the use of punctuation marks sometime depended on what the translator
interpreted a cartoon character’s emotion and purpose then marks could 'be maintained

in order to highlight the emotion and purpgse of a cartoon character.

7. Discussion

The findings from this study could be discussed in various aspects as the
followings :

From the analysis of the study, it was found that the translator’s work could
be categorized as meaning-based translation according to Larson’s translation theory.
The translator attempted to communicate the meanings of the original texts while
maintaining the naturalness of the Thai language. The translation can maintain the
original meanings and also maintain the amusement of the original texts. Moreover,
such techniques as using slang was employed in translation so that Thai readers enjoy
those comic strips as readers of the original work do.

As a comic series is different from other kinds of literature, the techniques
used in translating Garfield comic strips may be different from those used with other
kinds of literature. Many times, pictures in the comic strips can facilitate the
translation and also make the translation be easily understood. Therefore, the
translator sometimes does not transfer the meaning from the source language, but from

pictures instead.
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In addition, as Thai culture is very different from the culture reflected in the
original texts, the translator may find it difficult to communicate the accurate
meanings of the original texts and to create emotive atmosphere to Thai readers.
Therefore, the translator may sometimes need to translate by using cultural substitutes.
This is to make Thai readers understand the communicated meaning and enjoy those
comic strips.

Apart from the clarity of pictures (pictures were clear enough for readers
to understand the story), the limited space of balloon caused the translator to use
technique of deletion in translation. Translators need to use few words to convey all
meaning. This restriction of space could be compared to a film translation both in
subtitle and script. Thus, comic translator might use similar techniques as film
translator.

The use of equivalent terms and technique of deletion are proper
techniques in adjustment for comics’ translation. However, there were some imperfect
points of the translator — the translator did not follow the transliteration rules of the
Royal Institute and the translator used his own feeling to interpret meanings of the

source language.

8. Recommendations

As Garfield is a kind of humorous comic series, which is different from
other kinds of cartoon, the translator may use techniques of translation and techniques
of adjustment differently. Researchers who are interested in translating comics may
analyze the techniques employed in other kinds of cartoon of which purposes are

different such as political caricature, educational comics, and cartoon animation.
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Moreover, culture in a source language society and receptor language society
are different. Therefore, in addition to considering meaning of the message sent from
a source language, the future study may focus on translation techniques used for
transferring meaning which reflects cultural aspects found in the source language, but

not found in the translated version.
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