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The purpose of the research is to study development of museum exhibition. This study
focuses on analyzing aesthetics of museum exhibition, especially museums in the late of 20"
century. I will also study changing characteristics of exhibitions by explaining the relation
between form of display and the conceptual paradigm of each period.(1 g" century sciencetific

revolution and late 20" century post modern period)

The study shows that museum exhibitions in the present day communicate in an aesthetic and
intellectual style. The con;ept of post structuralism has influenced the forms of exhibition in this
period (late 20" century) just as concept of scienctific revolution influenced the forms of
museum exhibition in the 18" century. I will analyze elements and their functions of museum
exhibition. Object, logic, space and time can create meaning and aesthetic value on many levels

as they function as a work of art.
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Executive Summary
Museum as an Art of Presentation

Summary of Abstract

The purpose of the research is to study development of museum exhibition. This study
focuses on analyzing aesthetics of museum exhibition, especially museums in the late of 20"
century. I will also study changing characteristics of exhibitions by explaining the relation
between form of display and the conceptual paradigm of each period.(lSlh century sciencetific

revolution and late 20" century post modern period)

The study shows that museum exhibitions in the present day communicate in an aesthetic and
intellectual style. The concept of post structuralism has influenced the forms of exhibition in this
period (late 20" century) just as concept of scienctific revolution influenced the forms of museum
exhibition in the 18" century. I will analyze elements and their functions of museum exhibition.
Object, logic, space and time can create meaning and aesthetic value on many levels as they

function as a work of art.
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Introduction

Museums are an international growth area. The number of museums is now very
large. Since being institutionalized in the 18% century, museums have changed their
role and mission according to social context. Museums transitioned from collections
as wealth, to establishment of institutions for the elite, and with the introduction of
democratic ideas museums currently aim to be available to the public. Today.
museums engage broader society not just by displaying historical artifacts. but also by
transforming and viewing

our relationship in contemporary society to time, space and reality which influence the
character of museum exhibition not only with technology and multimedia but also art

and its means.

Materials and Method

This work is an anthropological study to analyze the change in museum exhibitions. as

well as the use of communication theory to combine the exhibition to the work of art.

Basic Data Set

1. Communication theory is divided into:
- 1.1 the meaning of communication;
- 1.2 process and its elements;
- 1.3 symbolic systems and semiology theory;
2. Artis divided into four parts:
- 2.1 philosophy and aesthetic theory
- 2.2 works of art, which includes all kinds of work of art, categorized and
elementary
- 2.3 the development of art divided by the age of primitive. civilization. scientific.
revolution and globalization

- 2.4 art and its function to the society
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3. Museum
- 3.1 definition of museum
- 3.2 museum history
- 3.3 types of museums
- 3.4 constituents of museums
- 3.5 museum and its function to society

- 3.6 exhibition studies in museums by museum practitioners

Data Collecting

This study was based on document research. The documents examined for this work
include: communication, art, museum, anthropological and cultural data such as

textbooks, articles, journals and other thesis.

Data Analysis

The analysis will represent a combination between works of art and museum
exhibition by communication theory and also the factors influencing the development

and change in museum exhibition.

Results

1. Communication in Museum Exhibition

Museum exhibition, as another media such as film, television, writing, drawing
etc. communicate in three characters. First, with reasoning/rationale such as facts
in textbooks. Second, sensation such as feeling in poems, relics, and painting.
However, this study shows that generally, almost all kind of media communicate
reasoning along with sensations such as films, newspapers, novels, photographs,
painting etc. Media, whether they are considered works of art or not, depend on
logic and dominant character of communications. Museum exhibition can

communicate in three characiers depending on the type, of museum, purpose and
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logic for displaying,
2. Social Context Influences the Characters of Display

Characters of display symbolize the worldview in any period. This study indicates
the relationship between the form of display and worldview in each period such as
primitive (belief), civilization (religion), industrial revolution (scientific) and
globalization (alternative). This study focuses on change and development of
displays in museum. Early museum exhibitions in the 18™ century symbolized the
worldview of the scientific age by arranging objects in order of linear narrative,

still, isolated and categorized in glass cases.

However, negative effects from the scientific method included crisis in nature and
the environment, as well as illness from industrial waste. poverty. and wars.
Science did not mean absolute truth as it did in the 18™ century. A notable
development in the form of display was the emergence of the folk life museum in
the late 19™ century until the late 20" century. In a postmodern world that denies
the possibility of discussing absolute truth and value: arts. religion. belief. and
native wisdom are alternative and more accepted means of knowledge. Modern
museums and their forms of display symbolize these by setting the atmosphere,
context and holistic approach. Modern museums communicate more sensation.
Excellent examples would include the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam and the

Holocaust Museum, etc.
3. Elements and Function

The final result of this study presents the analogy by comparing the elements in
exhibition to the elements in work of art. The elements include: object, logic,

space and time.

Object: In works of art or museum exhibition objects tell the story, not just the

documents. Object (as a symbol) can be interpreted and have meaning on many
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levels.

Logic: Logic is used in art and exhibitions to organize miscellaneous things into
unity and to communicate expected direction. Many exhibitions use the same
logic of feeling, emotion, sensation, holistic approach as used in art to

communicate their message to the public.

Space: Space can be viewed in many different ways. Space can be a place for
existing and can be used as a media for communication. In the latter case space in

exhibition and in work of art can create meaning and aesthetic value.

Time: Time in museum exhibition and works of art can be distinguished as
clocking and orienting. Clocking refers to regulation of the sequence, frequency,
duration and pace of immediately experiencing events from moment to moment -
the particular arrangement of the exhibit in space and the physical, intellectual or
aesthetic link between them. Whereas orienting is, in the context of museum or

works of art, relative to undynamic quality. referring to past present and future.

Discussion

According to the data analysis, this study revealed museum exhibition is presented
in the character of art in many aspects such as concept, method and form. For
museum exhibition, the character of communication can take place on many

different levels.

We can divide type of museum exhibition by communicating characters as work of
art:

- Apply art or Useful art: by applying art forms to set decorations. this type of
exhibition dominate to present objects. The success of such displays relies on the
aura of the object;

- Fine art or Pure art: In the exhibition of this type, such as movie, painting,

drama, novel etc., means and ends are fused to one unit that cannot distinguish for
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into unity. Visitors will realize the message or theme by the end of their visit;
- Conceptual art: In the modern to postmodern period of art, the principle of
aesthetic became searching for a method to encourage intellectual ability along
with sensation. Exhibits of this type provoke and encourage the audience to

examine the message and the real meaning,
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