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Abstract

fhe research on "Tham Kwan Naga in the central pa}t

_-.of Thailand : a study of musicology and ethnomusicoelogy", is

a thorough study on aspects of the religious rite"Tham Kwan Naga",
‘and its accompanying music. The purpose of the study is

threefold, that is, to study the characteristics of the tunes

used in the rite; to study the form of propagation and continuation

of the tunes through generationss aﬁd-to study the relationship

of the cultures pertaining to the monk ordination and the

ritual music concerned.

The method of study comprises. interviewing 13 ﬁasters
of ceremony, and the collecting and documenting of the procedures
performed in the 13 rituals, and also documentions from other
sources. The findings are claésified and analyzed, and it is
found that the "Tham Kwan Naga" is a traditional belief of
Thailand that those who will enter monkhood should be instructed
to appreciatc the work of their parents who nurtured them

through their childhood until they are eligihle to be ordained



jnto Religion, and, moreover, the ritual also teaches the "Nagas"

to prepare themselves for monkood.

During the "Tham Kwan Naga" ceremony, the master of
ceremony begins.fhe ritual with the necessary offerrings, the
procedure begins with the Bucha Phra Ratana Trai, Sakke Makhot,
Sakke Plae, Namo Plae, Khaorop Khun, Patisonthi, Nam Naga,
Sommut Baisi, Kae Baisi, Son Naga, Khaorop Pha trai, Choen Kwan
and Wian Tian. Steps of the procedure may be changed as desired
fit. Originally, "Tham Kwan Naga" consisted solely of singing
"Lae" to "Rai Yao" verses, which is regarded as sacred, but the
nusic was introduced into the ritual at a later dete ,It is
fouund that the music can be in any forms of medium such as
piphat bands, brass bands, khaenwong bands and modern bands. --
The tunes used in the ritual are classified as ’Lae" tunes,
traditional Thai tunes and Luk Thung tunes. The verses used
vary from "rai" vase to Klon Hok and Klan Paed improvised by
the master of ceremony. According to tradition, the master of
ceremony must be of excellent character, wether in deeds,
speech and thinking,so as to be suitable to be ordained.

- The éhange in the‘present.society causes conseqgential
change in the "Tham Kwan Naga" ceremony. The majority of the
population do not feel incleined to think the ceremony important

enough, because they thought it a waste of time and money.

The study strengthens the belief held by the researcher
that "Tham Kwan Naga'" is still important enough to deserve a
study and conservation. Moreover, it is found that there are

many "Tham Kwan" ceremony that should interest further study,
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