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The purposes of the study were'to examine men's roles in the reproductive

process and the determinants oimen's roles- Men's roles focus on men's sexuality'

being supportive during pregnancy and childbirttr, throughout the reproductive

process. The sampl", ir, tfr"-smai were 360 men whose wives delivered their

firstbom in gor"*-"nin*pi At in Bangkok- fb-e research instruments used were

a self-admirrirt"r"J- ql"""tiJ*"i." for ihose 360 rnen and indepth interview

guia"rin.' which'^rere us"d to obtain data,from 25 men. Descriptjve statistics were

;illgy,eJ to a.r.rii" rnJt t9r"s throughout the reproductive process and the 3

subsets of men's roles, sexuality, pt"gri*"y zupqortive. and childllirth involved

roles. Stepwise discriminant analysis "ir" 
*ia todeterrrine whether 10 predictors

of men's ,ot., .oJJ iitti"gUtn-men-s sharing roles from non-sharing roles' The

.data was collecled from bottr 360 men ana ieO sPouses by a self-administered

questionnair", ,"pu*t"t1 Descriptive analysis was used on the data collected" and

the findings were as follows:

1. Men',s roles performed throughout the Process were non-sharing, or

,"p#,iog roles. M;;;;;a[ty rotls were sip:rating, yhile men shared more in

,.i-ao"t'ire roles (pregnancy supportive ana cmabirttr involved roles)' Male and

f"ila" perspectiveJori*..r;t -i"t io the reproductive process were signifrcantly

ditrerent in sexuality roles. Perceived reproductive roles were not different'

through re-socialization-

2. Factors that determined men's roles throughout the reproductive process

were the gender rot" ** opinion and shared housework. Factors that determined

3 subsets of men's roles were as follows:
2.1T\eg"nd.r role norrr opinion, shared housework, and the husband's

higher education livel determined men's senrality roles.

2.2 Mature love, androgynor:s personality, ild shared. housework

determined meo's Preguncy supportive' roles'

2.3 Mange love was the most important factor which determined men's

childbirttr involved roles.

The result of the study suggests that men's roles throughout the reproductive

process tend to increase *Jo'r lirticipation in childcare' The findings do have clear

inplications for sociar poticy -ur..o, educators and health professions to facilitate

;;;; ;;;'s sharing ;ol"r'in sexuality ard maintain med's sharing roles in
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study

Is it men's job?: The roles in reproductive. process would be Thai menos

roles. The old "taditional Thai family" structure - in which women and men's

family roles were complementary has become excluded by urbanization and

indusuialization influences since the mid 1900s, and substantiated by the sharpiy

division of labor in which women are the homemaker and men are income ezlmer.

Women and children are no iong". contributed very much to their family and also

seem to be seen as dependent to men. Men's roles were distance not only from the

family but also reproductive roles because of the moderu obstetics. The anti natal

care and childbirth are in the medical hands. However, men and women's roles are

still complementary, need not to be changed.

Today, Thai family life has changed greatly regarding to maried women

with children under six'years have taken on an increasing role in providing income

to their family(National Statistics Report 1994: 14-16). Available evidences

suggest that new problem has arisen-care for the children. Working women who

lived in a nuclear family in urban are4 about 40 percent had problems with finding

a tusted person to care for their children and difficulties in making child care

t

I

I
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choices (Bunyanupong, 1987: abstract). And a high percent of children were forced

to live seperately (Ricther, 1992:41).

These two studies also recommended that in order to decrease the

problems of child care, father is the most important person playing a greater role in

child care arrangement. With regard to feminism and fathering, Silverstein (1996

1-37) hypothesized that feminine gender role norm now ,socialize women to

perform the double roles of provider and nurturer. Redefining fathering to

emphasize nurturing, as well as providing, will place men in equivalent dual roles.

1.2 Research Problem -

It is predicted that change in women's participation in labor force would

then increase men's participation in childcare at home (LINFPA, 1998: 2).

However, the majority research review found that a substantial increase in men's

participation of child care activities has not equaled-and same substantial inuease

of women's participation in the labor force. Responsibility for children, in

particutar, is still seen as belonging to the women (Bhassorn Limmanon, 1995: 8l;

Social Reseaxch lnstitute, 1995: 182 ).

This means that there is cnrrently an inequitable gender role between men

and women in the Thai family. Both men and -women play an equitable role as

providers, but not as homemakers. They are all working. As a consequence, parents

have less time to spend with both their children and each other (Pimonpan Vayajut

1995: 80-98; Richter, 1992:53). The family is conceived as malfrurction because

family is greater reliance on other instifutions such as day care and nurseries for

't

t

e
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child care ( Richter, 1992: 2 ), school, and mass media for child socialization

(Kanjana Kaewthep, 1996: 46-57 ).

It is thus mentioned here why men have not increased their roles in family

work, especially childcare in response to their wives' increased in the labor force.

According to gender perspectives' explaining, the unbalanced child care

between men and women are affected by social construction of gender through

socialization process and patriarchal ideology, which is embedded in the human

reproduction (Ammnandale, 1995: 1744; Tong, 1989: ll-38). That is women

exclusively involve with reproductive process while men conversely exelusive keep

distance and disconnect between sexuality and reproduction. 
'

Historically, tlhai men had been responsible, not only for th1 economic

well-being of their family, but also mainly for the religious, political affairs, and

child socializatron for job skill. This was true among the_agarian men (Amara

Pongsapich,l997:3-52). When they were allowed to stay with their families,

they participated in both production and supportive reproductive roles. Men were

socially granted wide latitude in sexual activities, they usually supported their

wives during pregnancy and birth (Anumamrachathon, Ph*yq 1996: 25-39).

They collected wood for postparnrm caxe, mentally support during childbirth and

ritual managed . They also practised no sexual intercourse for months after

childbirth.

With the growth of industrialization and the separation of paid work from

family life, men,especially those in urban area like Bangkok are forced to spend

more and more times away from home. Their supporrive reproductive roles are also

t

t

'l
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declined. Statistically shown, more than ninety percent of pregnant mothers

attending antenatal and delivery seryices in the hospitals instead of home delivery

(NSO, 7997:17 ).Thus, men are excluded from the reproductive process.

In addition, the increased use of condom seems to be shown that men are

more participated in sexual and reproduction. But the condom is used more for the

purpose of AIDS and STD's prevention than the purpose of family planning

(Vorachai Thongthai, 1996: 54). Men are also socially accepted to practise whether

premarital or extramarital sexual relationship (Vanlandingham, 1995: ix-xiii).

Therefore, men actively concerr in sexuality but keep distance from

supportive reproductive roles. This is in tum leading to child care imbalanc.lrol.,

between wife and husband at home. According to Fein (1976:341-348), thiirole

pattern performed is defined more a patriarchal-separating role than egalitarian

sharing role.

While the human reproduction is universal and largely biological in origins,

its process is conditioned by broader gender relation with a social context.

Reproductive process, then take place through the interaction bet'ween sexual

relation and the biology of conception, pregnancY, and birth sequencely (Daly,

1995:229;Flax,, t987: 635'636; Sen, 1994: 41).

Publicily, the reproductive process is considered the legitimately chief

reason for senral intercouse among married couple in the family, following the

intimacy relationship before the malriage.

Therefore, reproductive process will be defined here as sexuality,

pregnancy, and childbirth. Men's roles in reproductive process then in this study are

o

t

e
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analyzed among those whose wives have delivered their first children in the

govemment hospital

Thus, in order to gain more equitable roles. Men need to be encouraged to

involve in the reproductive process (Greene & Biddlecom,1997 1-33; ICPD POA,

1994:45-51;O'Brien, 1987 1-64; Silverstein,1996 3-37;Tong, 1989: 1l-38). The

importance of the role of husband and father is a central theme of Thailand's

campaign in line with the Intemational Conference on Population and Development

Programme of Action (ICPD POA).

Only.men take their roles in reproductive process.corrtinuously from

sexirality to reproduction, there have much contributions t9 father and child

bonding, more child care responsibility and family strengths (Obrant, 1976: 1440'

!44};Anzalone 1978:18-36; May & Perrin, 1987:65-87, and ICPD POA, 1994:

43-51). Therefore, men's roles in reproductive process is crucially needed'

1.3 Research objectives

This studY intends to

1.3.1 examine menos role pattern performed in reproductive process

either it is the patriarchal-separating iole pattern or egalitarian-sharing role.

1.3.2 identiff the selected determinants affectingmen's role pattern

in reproductive process.

a

t

o
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1.4 Hypothesis

For the above purposes of this study, the following hypothesis are made:

1.4.1 Respondents witl tend to actually perform different roles in

reproductive process between a patriarchal-separating role pattern and an egalitarian

-sharing role pattern.

1.4.2 The different men's role pattem performed will be

discriminated by the following selected determinants.

1.4.2.1men's premarital love relations with their spouses

1.4.2.2 men's psychosocial status

1.4.2.3 power relations with their spouses.

1.5 Scope of the studY

In this research, the scope of men's role pattern perfonned in reproductive

process will be studied in Bangkok Metropolis where there is a highest

development in urbanization and industrialization process that greatly affects the

roles of men are greatly affected by these changes. As a result, the study population

is men whose wives have delivered their first children in the government hospitals

at the time the data collected.

The reasons are as follows; (a) they are in the stage of family formation and

higtly reproductive function(Kamnuansilp4 1980: 34); (b) they are recently

experiencing throughout the reproductive process, so that the data obtained will be

most reliable;(c)they are husbands in urban area, who are Proposed to expand their

t

a
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roles in reproductive process (Adler, 1993: xvii; Ratipom Tu-eng Phang, 1998:

abstracq Pimonpan Vayawut, 1993: abstract); (d) whether being in any region of

Thailand, the overall roles of men and women seem to play along with the

patriarchal ideology, and (e) almost one hgndred percent of pregnant women prefer

to give birth more in the hospitals than at homes (National Statistical Office, 1994:

t7).

The timeframe of the data collected was between October to December

1999.

1.6 Operational definition and terms

The following operational definitions are given for clarification of the tenns

used for this study.

Eligible male respondents refer to those men who are malried and their

wives have just delivered their first babies io ,fr" government hospitals at the time

of the survey.

Ments role in reproductive process, refers to three respondents' actual

performances in terms of sexuality, pregnancy supportive, and childbirth involved

roles. Each is divided into two role patterns, namely, a patriarchal-separating'role

and an egalitarian-sharing role pattems. Thus, men's roles in reproductive process

will be evaluated through three subsets of dependent variables.

a,

t
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Premarital love relation refers to husbands' opinions on two different

love expression before marriage by the terms "romantic love" and'omature love".

Romantic love refers to the joy associated with early stages of a relationship.

Mature love refers to the characteristics of informed caring for another person and

commitnent in relationship formation toward potential ma:riage.

The psychosocial status consists of three variables. They are gender roles

'nonn opinion, personality and perception on sexuality and reproduction.

Gender role norm opinion refers to husbands' opinion toward the

statements. conceming the roles of married women and men by the term o'a

patriarchal" and " an egalitarian". A patriarchal gender role norm refers to the belief

on men's providing role and womenos home caring. An egalitarian gender role

norm refers to the belief that the providing and home caring role would be shared

between husband and wife.

Personality refers to the respondents who express in variety personality.

According to gender perspective among psychologists such as Bem (1977: 196);

Spence&Hetnreich (1978:. l-18) and Kaplan (1980: l-15), four categories of

psychological sex are considered possible: androgynous, masculine, feminine and

undifferentiaed.

- Perception on sexuality and reproduction refers to the extent of the level

of men's knowledge and awareness concerning safe practices and contaceptive use

including their meaning defined to be an expectant father.
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Gender power relation consists of six variables. They are age disparity,

income disparity, education disparity, occupation disparity, couple shared

housework and couple decision made on production, reproduction and family

related matters.

Age disparity is defined as the difference between spouses' years of age, in

terms of "husband's higher age compared to partner", "husband's age equal to

partner", and *husband's lower age compared to partner"'

Income disparity is defined as the difference in spouses' income which is

also calculated from the respondents' different income in terms of "husband's

higher incoine compared to partrer", "husband's income equal to partner"o and-

"husband's lower income compared to parhrer"'

- Education disparity is defined as the different level between spouses'

highest years of schooling in terms of "husband's higher education compared to

partrer", "hUSband'S education equal tO partner", anil oohUSband'S lOwer educatiOn

compared to partner".

Occupation disparity is defined as the difference of spouses' occupational

status. Both working the same type as categorized in the study indicates their

equally posses of the power. Both working but men's occupation status are higher

indicates the husband posses more of the resource or power than the wife' The

gnemployed husband and the working wife or both working but men's occupation

status are lower indicates the wife posses more than the husband. Thus three

categories are defined as "husband's higher occupation status compared to partlern',
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oohusband's occupation stafuS equal to partner", and "husband's lower occupation

status compared to Partner".

Couple shared housework refers to the degree of shared activities in the

household tasks reported by the husband. The ten household tasks, buying food,

cooking, washing clothes, ironing clothes, washing dish, mobbing dry, mobbing

wet, cleaning outdoor, repairing materials and other utilities, going to pay bills for

electricity, water, and telephone are considered in this study 'They are both daily

and occasional tasks that are available for both husband and wife. This variable is

'dgfined in term of "husband's shared housework more than parbrer", 'ohusband's

- shared housework equal to partner", and o'husband's less shared housework than

partner".

Couple- decision made refers to the degree of shared activities in the

decision making concerning the family matters reported by husband. The eight

family matters; contracepive use, number of children, major purchase, household

budget, saving, wife's return to work, husband's workplace changing and family

day out, are considered in the study.

This variable is also defined as in terms of "husband's decision made more

than parfirer", "husband'S decision made eOll to partner", and "husband's decision

made less than parhrer".
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Men's role in reproductive process is essential to the achievement of

equality for women, the reconstruction of the masculine gender roles and the

population goal of the stable population. It would be expected to be the

mainsteaming issues transformed in governmental family-work supportive policy.

1.7.1 Gender perspectives

With regard to gender perspectives, feminine gender role norms now

socialize women to perform double roles of nurturer and provider. Yet societal

iqstitutions did not support them in 
"i,t ", 

role .Because the workplace continued to

be designed for men. I believe that redefining men's roles to emphasize sexual-

reproductive suppbrtive roles as well as providing role, would place men in

equivalent dual roles. Men may then become motivated to revise governmental and

workplace policies to support working parents. The re-construction of the

masculine gender roles would be occured through re-socialization within the

family, and other societal institutions simultaneously.

1.7.2 Population perspectives

With regard to population concems, the economic needs of raising

children in indushialized society require such extensive resources that the vast

majority of men could no longer earn enough to fulfill the role of sole provider. I

believed that if women continue to have children while maintaining high level of

labor force participation, these goal could not be achieved without role-sharing
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mariage. As role sharing marriage, couples would likely to practise more effective

contraception and complete the child bearing period with fewer children.

Similarly, fustly the more strongly the couples prefered the rewards

inherent in greater marital egalitarianism, the less they prefered the rewards that

accompany additional children. Secondly, because the commitrnent to a time

consuming crueer concerns to less time with their partners and children (Scanzoni,

1976: 687; Smith&Reid, 1982: 54).

1.7.3 With regard to theoretical advancement

Acknowledging and reinforcing men's role in reproductive piocess

would be committed at the center of masculine gender role socialization. I beTieved

that this experiences of supportive roles have the power to change cultual

construction of masculinity in the long run into something less coerceive and

oppressive for both men and women. By framing of strategies for men's roles in

reproductive process within a gender approach, as opposed to a woman centred

approach, it was thus an essential step in continuing the feminist theory of gender

transforrration of patiarchal ideology.
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CHAPTER II

LITERATTIRE REVIEW

This chapter presents selected literatures found to be relevant to the study

as follows.

2.1ThaL socio-cultural context of gender roles and relation

2.1.1 Thai family and social relation

. 2.1.3 Men's roles in reproductive process

2.2 Intenaaonal Conference on Population Development (CPD) and

related concepts of men's roles in reproductive process.

2.3 Feminist theory of gender used as a frarnework to explain men's roles

-in reproductive process.

2.4The determinants of menos roles in reproductive process.

2.5 Research findings and results related to men's roles in reproductive

process.
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2.1 Thai socio-cultural context of gender roles and relation

2.1.1 Thai family and social relation

Thai social, family forrration and structr:re have variety influenced

men and women's roles in Thai society overtime. In discussing men's family roles,

it is crucial to consider Thai social, family formation and structure. It is within this

context that the roles of men and women are embeded. As the socialization process

by the organization of social and family relations. It is also from this leading to

fully understanding gender roles, gender relations sexuality and reproduction.

Although Thai social structure based. on the degree of closeness and

flexibility in interpersonal relations. @encha yoddr:mnem-Attig, 1992: 9), the

social and family relation in the rural differed greatly from those in the capital.

Among the upper class, patriarchy was having irirpacts on men and women relation

for over tle times. Polygamy and concubinage were coulmon practices among the

royal courts (Amara Pongsapich,lgw: 12-13; Ilnin Flnin pyne, 1994:23). This

provides perception of women and men relations in Thai society as aggressive-

passive roles .Women and men are more socialized diflerently. Their family's roles

were the patriarchal separating roles. Mostly, girls were taught to be good obedient

wives, always respond to the need and demand of husbands. women were

subordinated to men.

while among the lower class, monogamy was the rule and the

sphere of action for both sexes consists of complementary roles within the family

and society. Men and women were both involved in rice cultivation, the main

source of income for most rural households. Tasks were usually divided along

gender lines, but it was complementary. Men tended cattles, prepared land, and

t
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sowed rice seedlings. Women reaxed small animals, and transplanted and husk rice.

This provides a clear and fairly sexual division of labor (Amara Pongsapich,lggT:

12-13). A family organization based on complimentary roles and responsibilities.

2.l.2Men's family roles in general

Thai society socializes men and women throughout the life to play

their roles difterently. In which emerge strongly from those upper class'gender

ideology, through the custom, religious and even the Thai literatures, and proverbs.

As the first baby was born in the elite or. higher family, if it was a

boy, he would be placed on a small mathess, called Mor or Bor. Beneath this

mattress was a round -edged and flat rice container ooKradong" on which books and

pencils were also placed. But there would be needles and some thread, if the baby

was a girl. This is believed that the boy would be learning and the girl would be the

good homemaker. (Anumamrachathon, Plouyq 1996: 29-30)

As they grew older, the children were taught to perceive roles in

polaized way and to do the job belonging to their gender. Daughters were expected

to have responsibilities in home, sons for their education and social life, no any

responsibilities in home. Boys are perceived themselves as more previlege than

girls.

Once they get married, they both play differeut roles, that was

husband concerned more in providing role and wife in hornemaking. This is noticed

in the popular expression stating that *men are the fiont legs of the elephant, and

women, the hind leg". Even their roles are performed differently.

a
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But it is complementary and supportive for each other. phraya

Anumarnrachathon (1971: 82-96)mentioned the gender ideology behind the above

statement refering the Thai men and women's roles in the family. This statement

exhibited how men had to take care and protect women against accidents and

related danger that might occur along their journey that they went anywhere on

foot. Thus men had to walk atread. Similarly ,that why the daughters were kept in

restriction, thus, because of their physicatly weakened strenghts, they were

expected not to protect themselves from any harmful person and situation. This

provides the understanding that although men and women are different socially

gender constructed, but their roles are sharing with caring and love basis.

2.1.3 Men's roles in reproductive process

Not only the difference between men and women's roles performed

in the family, but also men and women are socialized differently in sexuality and

reproduction.

Once the heterosexual relation developed, before the marriage,

parents allow sons to have more sexual freedom than daughters. According to the

beliefs that men are sexual exploiter in term of gaining women's virginity and that

only girlS are socially labeled as "bad girl" in case of premarital pregnancy. This

sdcial accepted view is also manifest in a traditional characteristic of "boys as rice

with the husk and girls as rice without the husK'.
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Men are not only permitted, but are expected, to express their

sexuality; their sexual needs axe considered oonatural". Visiting prostitutes,

therefore, has been sanctioned. On the contrary, it is not considered easy for a

women.

' 
For men, marriage ideally took place after he became a monkshood,

a rite of passage indicating adulthood; for women, marriage itself raised her status.

Their ages at mariage beiureen husband and wife were quite different ,that the

husband mostly were ranged higher than wife. Frequently, a wife addressed her

husband by the term '?hii" or elder brother @encha yoddumnern-Attig, 1992:

" 32).Their relation is therefore like to that of a brother-sister and /or companionship.

Men's sexuality roles was quite similar to premarital life, that

socially accepted for the extrarnarital relation(Vanl.andingham & et.al,l995: 50-

52). Among married men, reproductive and pleasure dimension of sexuality were

separated between wife and the prostitute (Kanchana Tangchonlatip, and Ford,

' 1993: ll7'143). Thai women, in contrast, were expected to be sexually innocent

and disinterested- They should repress their sexual feelings and not display sexual

pleasure or sexual desires as if they were the prostitutes (Warunee Fongkeaw,

1995:223-224).

Thus men are socialized accessing sexuality without reproductive or

procreative responsibilities, because valuing reproduction belongs to women. This

was the significant roles of women, that any women who could successful giving

births to and raising their children to adulthood; they were highly respecred by all

community member @encha yoddumnern-Atti g, 1992: 25).
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The birth of the first child was a critical event for a Thai couple,

as it confimred the union and symbolized, a stable relationship(Hyne Hyne pyne,

1994: 19-41). Eventhough, Thai men concerned more in sexuality role ,they also

participated in the process of birth and child socialization, especially in

occupational capacities (Aumamrachathon, Phraya 1996:Zl;Panpen Thitiwattan4.

1998:48-50).

As their wives got nearly full-term of pregnancy, the husbands

would gather several pieces.of wooden logs used for women postpartum care, "yu

!ai". At the birth events, wives were mentally supported by the husband, for

example, drinking water which pouring through the husband's toe. They believed

that this could induce *ot" .*y child delivery. The baby would be welcomed

warmly, surroundings with parents and kinship. Both parents and kinship had well-

defined responsibilities on birth events. While mer managed for ritual customs

other women including birttr attendance would-take care of the baby and mother.

The newbom slept most of the times with their mothers. Those older kinship

socialized their experiences about what the new mother should do or would. be

stictly prohibited.

In addition, husband also practised not sexual intercourse wi& their

wives for three months after childbirth,-as they believed to delay another

pregnancy. After that, men took care of their children by arranging ritual custom,

*Tam Kuon", to assure that their children would be survival. When the child grew

up, they taught their children, especially son to farm.
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With regard to the westemization influences, men's roles in family

and even in reproductive process were affected in the co[temporary Thai society. In

the mid-1900's, the fust Five Year National Development Plan implemented in

1961, the rise of a bureaucratic and military class along with a growing commercial

class. These new urban elite adopted the aristocratic value of polygamy, patriarchal

system .The influence of both western modernization and the new elite serving

social values and practices of Thai portraying the unequal relation between men and

women in family and community setting (Amara Pongsapich,lggT:26-27).

It had not been stong since the early phase of industialization, only

men moved out the home to work for income. Women were left in the domestic

domain to take care of the children and home. Men were allowed to exhibit their

power and authority in the public domain. Women were no longer contribute much

in productive role, that women and children were dependent to men.

Later on, with a full development into cash economy, the amor:nt of

cash earned by the men alone are not sufficient, women have to leave home to work

for cash as well as greater spatial and social mobility from nral to town. That

emerg:s the grown of th.e middle class in the Thai contemporary society, the

working men and women practised the westemized life styles. It is in turn leading

to the new organization of household production and reproduction. Raising

children has to be done by someone else. Impact of the industrialization on

farnily relation is quite crucial whether in the population or family.
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In sum, it is undeniable that we a"re facing with the unequal

gender roles and relation in Thai contemporary society. It exists within a capitalistic

and patriarchal frarnework and are leamed in Thai social context over time. This

is why leading to men's patriarchal-separating roles in reproductive process and

child care. The complementary -sharing roles with caring and love, the other side of

Thai gender ideology is absolutely excluded. Husband and wife in the Thai

changing society who are mostly the middle class in urban area, cannot perform

semplementary roles with work and family life balance. The division of men and

women spheres is skewed especially the case of dual earn€r couple. Both exhibit

equally division of labor in providing role, but only women are still concerned in

homemaking and reproduction. Men's sexuality and reproductive roles is still

sanctioned rather than questioned.

Thus, we're better look backward at our good side of gender

ideology to tum around the situation for the benefit of both sexes. The caring with

love and supportive roles among women and men would socially recognized as the

roles more appropriated for this Thai changing society. Chai Podhisita (1998: 4-5)

also notes that men and women's family roles in Thai contemporary society seems

as driving cars with four wheels. It will provide more potentialrty in family life

well-being.

certainly, men and women a.re directly involved along the

reproductive process, linkage of sexual intercourse, conception, and birth, with

dif,ferent perspectives and concems. Placing the responsibilities for reproduction on

women only overlooks the context of men and women partrrership and undennines
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the participative nature of men in the reproductive process. This is one another

important causes of existing patriarchal system (o'Brien, l9g9: l-64). Therefore

otu knowledge of both must be increased, especially from men's perspectives. That,

men's roles in reproductive process enable to meet their shared farnily goal and

empowering women to maintain themselves in the labor force.

2.2lnternational Conference on Population Development (ICPD) and related

concepts of men's roles in reproductive process (tjNFpA, 1997:4g-50; wHo,

1996: 22; 1998: 124-l3l)

2.2.1 International .Conference on Population Development(ICPD)

concept

In situation where women are subordinated and powerless in the

family and society, it is not at all easy to encourage impoverished women who are

in a dependent position to- bargain with their partner of their sexual and

reproductive needs. It appears that through the women -center awareness raising

progftlm, in many ways make women felt more frustated about their inability to

share their fear or to share their doubts on their reproductive needs with their

husbands.

More interestingly, it has been suggested that a woman-centered

approach in dealing with reproductive issues be placed by the new concepts of
oomen's participation in reproductive process". Among others, men must be

included in matters of sexual relation and reproduction that addiess pregnancy and

childbffi support. It requires mutual respect and willingness to accept

responsibilrty for the consequences of sexual behaviors (trNFpA, 1997: l4).
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ln the 1994ICPD POA states that:

Hnrnan sexuality and gender relations are closely
interrelated and together affect the ability of men and women to
achiqve and maintain sexual health and manage their reproductive
lives. Equal relationship between men and women in matters of
sexual relations and reproduction, including fuU respect for the
physical integnty of the human body, require mutual respect
and willingness to accept responsibilrty for the consequences of
sexual behavior. Responsible sexual behavior, sensitivity and
equity in gender relations, particularly when instilled during the
formative years, enhance and promote respectful and
harmonious partnerships between men and women.

Under this concepts, a new ideal of men's roles in sexuality and

reproductive matters are reco[unended. For instance, men's roles are corrsist of

promoting men's sexual-reproductive health, adopting a competent lover sex

practising effective contaceptive and/or zupport their parfirers in doing or.making

choices, supporting their wives during pregnancy, sharing the household tasks,

practising more open communication, and involve in childbirth events([NFPA,

1997 : 48-5 0; WHO, 1996: 22; WHO, I 998 : 124-13 l).

2-2-2Men's participation in pregnancy and birth (Mother Digest, 1995:

e).

Men would find it easier to support women ufuen they see positive

images of their roles. Influenced by mass media accounts of men who participate in

pregnancy and birth, can be a powerful and accessible tool in encouraging men to

adopt new behaviors in reproductive process. Mother Digest, one monthly

m4gazine for modern and young parents, presents new-images of an expectant

father as follows.
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2.2.2.1 To have emotional expression of appreciation and

excitement after infonned that their wives get pregnant and accept that they are

becoming fathers.

2.2.2.2 To accompany their wives on their first visits to the

physician and regularly physical check up.

2.2.2.3 To attend the prenatal class or the father class

2.2.2.4 To support and encourage wives in dealing with

wives' changing physical and psycho-physiological status.

2.2.2.5 To be patient to listen to all wives' complaints, to

assure them and make them more relax.

2.2.2.6 To share the household tasks

2.2.2.7 To take care of wives and child's health by foilowing

the medical instnrctions

2.2.2.8 To pay attention on child development by hearing

fetal heart tones, feeling or looking fetal movement as pregnucy progressed

2.2.2.9 To be supportive coaching role dr:ring labor and

birttr

2.2.3 Men's role pattem performed in . reproductive process

Gross (1978:87-107) and swanson (1985: 2l4B) define men's rore

in sexuality and farnily planning into t'wo pattems. These are:

2.2.3.1Traditional men's sex role pattern, it includeS men,s

sexual behaviors as

o
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2) to practise sex act without love, affection and

caring about their partner sex desires.

3) to grasp at any sexual opportunity.

4) to have sex acts with many women.

5) to view sex is important, cental and even necessary

for men than women.

6) to end sex acts with orgasm than integrating with

the process pleasrue.

7) to view that the husband should be the primary

8) to view that is more a women's concern than

men's concerns.

2.2.3.2 Modern olcompetent lover" men's sex role pattern, it

includes men's sex role behaviors as:

1) to experience mutually enjoyable sexual acts with

love and caring about their partrrer sex desires and also awareness for procreation.

2) to viewthat sexual initiation should be equal

3) to satisff sexual acts at least one women asi

technically competent lover who-stives to create multiple orgasmic pleasure with

their parhrer

4) to view that family planning is mutually concerns

and discussed between husband and wives as parfirership.
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2.2.4The conceptualization of men's roles in reproductive process

According to Fein(1976:341-347); May & perrin(1995: 64-97), rwo

conceptualization of men's role patterns in pregnancy and birth, markedly by the

pattem of taditional or breadwinner men's roles and nontaditional or participatory

men's roles.

According to the above literatures, two conceptualization of men's

role pattern performed in reproductive process are marked by

2.2.4.1 Patriarchal-separating role pattern as defined

taditional men's roles preformed in reproductive process .It consists of role

performances as follows :

1) to practise sexual acts respond their own sex

desires.

' 
2)to practise extramarital sexual relations.

3)-to practise unsafe and HIV risky sex.

4) to use minimal contraceptive method.

5) to concern more providing roles.

6) to view pregnancy and birth is more concem to

their wives and they are the natural events.

2.2.4.2 An egalitarian-sharing role pattem as defined a

nontraditional men's roles performed in reproductive process . It consists of role

performances as follows :

1) to care their own sexual and reproductive health by

paying more attention in seeking se>ctral and reproductive health services.

2) to adopt a competent lover sex practices.
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3) to adopt effective contraceptive and /or support

their partners in doing so or making choice.

4) to support their wives during pregnancy and birth

5) to share the household tasks.

6) to practise openly discussion between the spouses

on contraceptive use, sexual desire and reproductive matters.

2.3 Feminist theory of gender used as a framework to explain men's roles in

reproductive process

Feminist theories of gender, used as a framework to explain men's roles in

reproductive process and its detenninants, are bolh modem feminism and

postnrodern feminism. According to Amara Pongsapich (1992:335-353), as the

Thai changing society to postnodem, in order to gain irnderstanding men's roles in

reproductive process, it is needed to identiff the social construction gf gender roles

as modem feminism conceptualization and the power relation between men and

women as the postnodem feminism mentioned, the bothside of the problem. Thus

the gender and feminist theory is used.

With respect to Annandale & Clark (1996: fiA$; Collins (1985: 133) and

Tong (1989: 1l-38) they referred to the gender and feminist thegry regarding the

intimate heterosexual love, sexuality and reproduction are the ultimate causes of

oppression for all women. They have to free themselves from this oppression. ln

other words, the theory regard love, sexuality and reproduction that had tied women

into domestic roles and kept them from economic independent.
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Most modem feminism; liberalism, madsm, socialism, psycho-analyticism

and radicalism, conceptualize that gender is socially determined. Through the

socialization process that construct the women, as inferior and that discriminate

against women, and favor men. Patriarchy ideology, then, is the root of oppression.

Liberal feminists do agree that the single most important goal of women's

liberation is sexual equality or gender justice. In order to liberate women and also

men, from the culturally constructed cages of masculine and feminine that many

liberal feminists advocate legal reform and the fonnation of androgynous

personality

Man<ist feminists have much in common with socialist feminists, views

power relation as a source of gender inequality. They believe that capitalism is a

system of expliotation power relation. They believe that if women's status and

function truly change in the workplace, her status and fi:nction in the household

will also change. Thus working lryomen will gain more power.

Psychoanalytic feminism, Cholodow focused on dual parenting. Only men

share equally with women the tasks of nurturing infants The women free from

oppressive gender roles.

Radical feminists emphasized more on sexuality and reproduction. Milette

and Shulamith Firestones (Tong, 1989: 1l-38), focus on sexuality and reproduction

as an origin of women's suppression. Through the socialization process, men have

controlled women's sexuality for men's pleasure. In order to. escape from

heterosexualrty, patriarchal ideology, Women should create exclusively female
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sexuality through lesbian. Besides this, Millette also looked forward to an

androgynous culture, the complementary qualities of strengths and compassion in

one person. Both qualities are likely to help a person grow and live in community.

While Firestones believed that the root of women's oppression are biological

firnction. Thus women's liberation requires a biological revolution, that is the

reproductive contolling technologies of contraception, sterilization and abortion

were widely used.

In contast to other modern feminists, Mary O'Brien asserted that if woman

is to free herself from men's contol, woman has to understand that the source of

oppression is also the source of women's liberation. O'Brien arnlyzedreproduction

through the lens oi ma" dienation from reproduction. Patiarchy is man's

compensation for and attempt to counteract the alienation of his reproductive

consciousness. Man's alienation from reproduction, therefore from children, rest

on at least three factors. First, the spatial and temporal continuity between the ovum

and the resulting child is unbroken, taking place inside the woman's body. Second,

woman not man, necessarily perform the firndamental labor of reproduction-

pregnancy and birth. Third, a woman's connection to a particular child is certain.

A woman knows, at the momeit of birth at least that it is flesh of her flesh.

A man's connection a particular child ,in contrast, is always uncertain. A man is

never absolutely sure, even at the moment of birth, whether the child is in fact

genetically related to him. Because men are aware that their parental status is

precarious. They reason that to own women's reproductive labor power is also to

own the products of that labor power. In order to eliminate patriarchal system, men
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should be raised in reproductive consciousness. Thus men's involvement in

reproductive process continuously from sexuality to reproduction is another way to

promote gender equality.

Each points out different perspectives but all explain inequality between

men and women. It is determined by the social construction of gender role and

relation gnder patriarchal and capitalistic system through the socialization process.

In order to liberate women, they have proposed several ways rzmged from education

and legal reform, induced working women, to escape from the sexual domination of

men in favor of lesbian and even escaping from reproduction by introducing

reproductive control technologies. These strategies are all in action . The other

aspects, some radical feminists have proposed, but not really implemented yet. The

conceptualizatton of androgynous personality, dual parenting, men's

involvement.continuously in reproductive process are the other solution of the other

sides of the problem taken for considerations. That I attempt to explore for this

study.

Postmodern feminism is the concept responding to the changing society. It

establish wider womenos perspectives regarding hr:rnan conditions, as a partner in

action between men and women (Tong, 1989':233).

According to Amara Pongsapich (1997:39-44),she has referred to Michel

Foucault, the leading posfinodernists thinker, urging for a new interpretation of

sexuality, that sexuality has been socially conceived (wrongly) and need to be

rsconceived differently. Sexuality is not based on the internal drives ,but is elicited

in specific historical and social circurrstances. It has been recoguized that the
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relation between identity and behavior is variable and complex in most cultural

and historical settings. More form of sexual exploitation are being observed.

Thus the postmodemists ask for gender roles and relation " decoostuction"

of taditional beliefs and practices and o'reconstruction" of reality whatever that

maybe. Postmodern feminists involve deconstruction of social meaning to

lnderstand oneself and the social process involved in gender relation.

Reconstruction of new social meaning is necessary if one wants to alter societal

perception of gender re-lation. Empowerment, then, is a tool to change the

perception of relations. ' 
.

According to Flan (1987: 630-636), gender relation-is the connection of

susfu imFortant aspects of human existance as birth, reproduction and sexuality in

the social context. Gender is as a social relation, rather than as a opposition of

inherently different being, in which is as a relation of domination, power relation

between men and women. It is itself grounded in particular forms of gender

relation in terms of sexual division of labor, senrality, reproduction, making

choices and social meaning of their relation.

. According to Ferree (1990: 868), power relation between men and women,

in case of why the rise in manied women's paid employment has not lead to large

men's family roles, is depend on couple's meaning defined. If couple carries the

meaning of doing housework as the expression of love and care, both partrer would

share the tasks, in confiast, if the meaning of subordination, both stnrggle to avoid

it.
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Postnoodern feminists above mention on gender issues both the perception,

the couple's slsaning defined of their relations and the power relation between

them are another two factors determine the unequalrty of gender roles. Therefore

men's role in reproductive process is determined by also these two factors'

In case of Thailand, according to UN view on Gender equalrty in Hunan

Development Report 1995 (cited in Krittiya Archvanitkul, 1996 66; Peter F Bell,

1997: 60-61), using two new indices of human development, the Gender

Development Index (GDI) and the Gender Empowerment Measr:re (GEM) to

measure gender equality, indicated that men and women are equally in

development, but still not equally in authority and power. It seems lhat more fonn

of sexual expliotation are being observed but missing by those indicators'

One form of these expliotation being seen is that the unbalance division of

childcare, men's distance and disconnection from sexual and reproduction.

Thus it is possible that the dynarnics of the family and social changes taking place

at this time is such that it is impossible to develop a set of indicators to measure

correct performance. To put it differently, the new set of indicators is developed to

study the unequality between both sexes.

Therefore, the set of indicative variables to study the unequality of gender

role in sexuality and reproduction conceptualized from the gender and feminist

theory are thq gender difference and gender relations. It consists of t}ree sets of

independent variables related to the gender difference and gender relations'and one

set of dependent variable related to gender roles. The gender differencd refer to
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individual men's psychosocial status which is socialized from birth; men's

gender role nomr opinion, androgynous personality, and the perception. The gender

relations refer to men's relation to their spouses that brought them to the marriage

and men and women's relative power grounded in six aspects of their marital

relations; age, income, education, occupation, couple shared housework, and couple

decision made. And the gender role to be studied is men's role pattern performed in

reproductive process. Thus these variables are considered for more details next.

2.4The determinants of men's role in reproductive process. 
:

To gain more r:nderstanding men distance from reproductive process, the

.set of the determinants to be identified to study men's roles in reproductive process

needs to be quite different from the fiaditional set of deterrrinants. According to

gender and feminist theory conceptualization, three sets of the determinants

hypotheslzed to discriminate men's role pattern performed in reproductive process

will be explained in more details as follows.

2.4.1 The premarital love relation and men's roles in reproductive

process

2.4.1.1 the theoretical rationales

Even feminist theory regard love as a bond that keep women

in taditional gender roles, domestic domarq and prevent them from the economic

domain. When mbn fall in love, they tend to over romantize and idealize their

women. The women become to be protected from the world, inferior to men'
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o Collin (1985: 101-104) pointed out the love relations that that allow equality,

called'omature love", a genuine caring for the other person while preserving one's

own honesty and respecting one's own right. A two way relationship of this sort

can only take place between mature person of what any ages, both of whom give

support and affection to the other while allowing a breathing space for their own

independence.

There axe two different emotion expressed by the term,

love. Romantic love refers to the ecstacy and joy associated with the early stages of

a relationship or falling in love. After the initiat glow wears off; romantic love is

replaced by-matr:re love, which can be characterized as 'oinfotmed caring" for

another person. It require effort and self-disciplines, and it is love that supports and

perpetuates a relation through times. That is only if the metr's premarital love

relation to their spouses is characterized as mature love, it assumes that men would

more concerns in reproductive process with a supportive and caring manner to their

spouses. The maflre love prepares a basis for more gender equalrty

Thus, men's premarital love relation to their spouses is

hypothesized to discriminate the men's roles in reproductive process .
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2.4.1.2 The emPirical bases

Since no previous research review is found to be related to

men's roles in reproductive process. Thus this study aims to verify this determinant

influenced on men's roles in reproductive process basically on the theoretical

rationales mentioned above.

2.4.2wen's gender role norms and their roles in reproductive process

2.4.2.1 The theoretical rationales

According to Anmandale & clark (1996: 1744) and Greene

& Biddlecome (1998: 1-34), both suggested that men's distance from reproduction

is determined by gender role nonns through the socialization process'

with regard to Scanzoni (1975: 19-60 ), the role performed by

a person is predicted by their gender role norms. Men's gender role norms are

learned in the early stage of childhood and fimly embeded in the preadolescent

period. The men,s early exposrue to gender differentiation lead to stereotyped

gender roles that are highly resistant to change. Through condition in the social

milleu of which person are a part may change as they move through maturity and

adulthood in such a way to render a fit between their leamed gender roles

definitions and their milleu difficulty.

The major implication of this brief literange sunmary is that

the possibilities of linkage between gender role norms and men's roles in

reproductive process.
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2.4.2.2 The empirical bases.

According to Scanzoni (1976: 677-690) studied on gender

roles and the process of fertility contol . It was found that men's gender role norrrs

were characterized by a traditional-patriarchal gender role norns and a

nontraditional-egalitarian gender role norms. The men with the modern gender role

norms were greater involved in reproductive process in term of famity size limiting.

According to Napapom Havanon (1981: absfiact), it was also

reported that husband was greater domestic involved by wives' paid employment.

This indicated that gender role norms among married couple changed from

taditional gender role norms to egalitarian gender role norms.

While Marsiglio (1991: 268-290) and Barunetr & Baruch

(1988: 66-78) also reported that those men with taditional gender role nomrs

would increase more in providing role in order to earn more money when they have

the first child.

Tomlinson (1987: 239) reported mothers' evaluation of their

postbirth marriage relationship were positively influenced by more nontraditional

sex role attitudes and greater father involvement in infant care.

The theoretical rationales and empirical bases mentioned

above have given a hypothesis that those men with more mod.ern or egalitarian

gender role norms would pbrform more sharing roles in reproductive process.
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2.4.3 The men's androrynous personality and their roles in

reproductive process

2.4.3.1 The theoretical rationales

Until recently, gender roles have been conceptualized as

dichotomous, with masculinity and femininity opposite ends of a continuum. A

number of current investigators have rejected this conventional view of gender,

instead viewing masculinity and femininity as independent dimension present ih

both men and women. Numerous studies have found that holding such traditional,

very gender stereotyped roles is associated with high anxiety, low self esteem and

low self-acceptance (Kaplan & Sedney, 1980: 3-31)..

In their effort to demonstate-the predictive ability of the

psychological construction of androgyny to person who combine of feminine and

masculine attributes and would express both feminine and masculine traits. But at

different times@em, 1977: 196; Kaplan & Sedney, 1980: 3-31; Spence &

Helmreich, 1978: I 7-18).

According to Kaplan & Sedney (1980: 3-31) stated that:

Considering the parts of the definition, the
word androgyny itself suggests a combination of feminity
and masculinity. It is derived from two Greek roots: andro for
male and gyn for female. To preserve the essence of androgyny,
it must always be spelled with a ooryf'ending. If androgyny is
misspelled as androgeny, then the root word is androgen, a
male sex honnone, the female half of the tenn is lost, and the
meaning is changed.
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An androgynous person would then be healthier more

adaptable, or better adjusted, than the person whole behavior is firmly rooted in

stereotyped sex role. Androgynous personality is often proposed as one model of

well-being, in which an individual to be both assertive and compassionate, both

instrumental and expressive, both masculine and feminine. Thus, three categories of

psychological sex are considered possible; feminine, masculine, or androgynous.

In meastring androgynous personality; the Bem Sex-Role

Inventory@SRl),was one of the first test designed specifically to measure

androgyny. This *ttou, however, soon came under criticism from spence,

Helrnreich, and stapp (1975: 15). Instead of a diffErent measure, then, they

proposed that tests be scored by means of a median splitarocednre. In this system,

scores for all of the people who took the test together are listed by scale from

highest to lowest. A cutoffis made at the scores from the loweit 50 percent. Those

who score above the median on both the masculine and feminine scale are

considered androgynous. Those who score above the median on the masculine but

not on the feminine scale are categonzed masculine, whereas those who score

above the median on the feminine but not the masculine scale are categorized

feminine. This procedure intoduces a new category, o'undifferentiated" to identiff

people who score below the median on both scales (see Figure 1).
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masculinity

above median below median

above median

feminity

belowmedian

F'igurel Median score on feminity and masculinity

Androgynous concerns the capacity to exhibit personality

attributes and behavioral characteristics that are not delimited on the basis of one's

- sex. It has therefore been suggested that a person with an androgynous personality

would respond to the changing roles of men in reproductive process.

2.4.3.2 The empirical bases

According to Fein (1976: 341-347), he snrdied on men's

entance to farenthood and found that men with the androgynous personality can

perform the flexible roles before to after childbirth. Even they were not physically

pregnant, they participated their wives attending the prenatal class, arranged their

schedules before the birth so that they could spend much times at home in the

postpartum weeks. They also recognized that pregnancy, birth, and child rearing

could be two-person experiences, experiences that men and women could share.
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Similar to May & Perrin (1985: 82) who reported that men,s androgynous

personality influences greater men's pregnancy and birth supportive ,roles.

Unfornrnately, the research on androgynous personality and related men,s family

roles cannot be forurd yet in Thailand.

The theoretical rationales and the empiricar bases mentioned

here have given a hlpotheses that those men with the androgynous personality can

be expected to perform more sharing roles in reproductive process.

2-4.4Men's perception on sexuaHty and reproduction_and their roles in

reproductive process

2.4.4.1 The theoretical rationales

According to Chamnien Choungchot (1982: 5-6), 
- 
and

Schermerbom (1982: 409410),perception is the psychological process. It concerns

the stimuli interpretation" from information obtained, organized, interpretated, and

then the 6saning defined. The perception is developed depending on each person's

matr:rities. The mattue person is able to interpret various stimuli closely related to

the reality. Perception is related to learning experiences. Similarly, learning

enhances the perception developed, and the perception increases better leaming.

The perception-influences individuals differently whether they are socialized

throughthe same social norms.

While Ferree (1990: 868) stated that the grOater men's family

roles is depend on couple's meaning defined. If couple caries the meaning of doing

housework as the expression of love and care, both parurer would share this task, if
the meaning of subordination, both stnrggle to avoid it.
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Marsiglio (1991: 271-2BS) also stated that men,s

perception of their actual paternity status could have a dramatic impact on their

definition of self and their procreative consciousness and responsibilities. Men,s

perception on their sexual and reproduction had enabled men to experience various

phase of the reproductiv" pro..ir in a much more intimate than before. That is their

involvement in contaception, pregnancy resolution, childbearing and child care

activities.

It has been therefore suggested that if men,s perception on

their sexualrty and reproduction in relation to their partners would enhance their

roles in reproductive process.

2.4.4.2 The empirical bases.

Accoring to Wente & Crockenberg (1976:351-356) studied

on tansition to fatherhood . They indicated that the sense of family was sfrongly

established during the birth process, the men's readiness to be father enabled menos

greater involvement for child care. During a boy's childhood their perception

were emphazied on the role of provider ,ttrere were scaxcely on learning father

firnction. Similar to the study of Jordan (1990: ll-16) on expectant and new

fatherhood also supported that men felt excluded from the childbearing experience

by lo role models to assist them in taking on the role of active and involved parent.

Their perception on sexuality and reproduction as a father-to-be was limited.
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Thai men's perception on their father roles are also found to

be related to their role performance in caring child age between 0-2 months.

@rapapun Taweekiettrakul, 1985: abstact, and Sarnnieng yamsa-aad, l9g4:

abstact).

The theoretical rationales and the empirical bases mentioned

above have given a hypotheses that men's perception on sexuality and reproduction

can be expected to be related to men's roles in reproductive process.

2-4.5 Husband and wife's differences in socio- economic resources such

as age, income, education, and occupation and menrs roles in reproductive

process

2.4.5.1 The theoretical rationales.

According to Collins (1985: 1S4-185) and UNDp,s study on

gender, r.rban development and housing (1996: I l-15) indicated that gender power

relation in socioeconomic resources are reflected in their relative age, Income,

educational attainmen! and occupational previlege. Generally, the spouse with

more age, income, education, and occupation tends to dominate or have greater

power in family roles. Exception among the lower -working class since these men

have even fewer socioeconomic power, they also have more power in domestic

tasks because ofthe forced used.
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1) Age disparity

With regard to Collins (1995 :l3l) mentioned

that the societies in which there is a largest age gap between the spouses are the

ones in which men have the most power over women. Thus the improvement in the

status of women are related to the shortening of the age gap.

2) Income disparity.

Collins (1985: 18S)indicated that income was

even more important for marital power than other social status. The more income

men bring in, the more begot his way at home.

While Blumberg's conceptualizatroa of each

sex's relative economic power, stated that it is relative economic power that

provides women with their main leverage affecting their overall position in both

micro and macro level gender sftatification. rrru,, *rr. economic power is

concerned as wife's ear:ring, husband and wife earning ratio, and -wife's

independent control over earning, especially surplus. Which lead to greater leverage

in household power such as decision making in fertility, economic and domestic

affairs, sexuality, greater share in household and child care labor @lumberg &

Coleman, 1989: 225-250).

3) Education and occupation disparify

Collins (1985: 185) also indicated that

education also had an effect on domestic power. Generally, the spouse with more

education tended to dominate. Similar to occupatiorq the high"r the husband's

occupation status, the more likely he dominated at home. That is working men is

more powerful than the housewife.
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It has therefore been suggested that the greater

domestic power of men based on their socioeconomic status over their wives. ,

2.4.5.2 The empirical bases

According to Napapom Havanon's study on the vietnamese

wife's productive role recently (1998: 28) reported that aftfuerrgh their productive

contribution to the family was almost equal that of the husband's but they did the

vast majority of housework and child care with little help from husband. It looks

quite the same as Thai ,which needto explore more for other variables related.

This theoretical and the empirical bases have given quite

debatable issues in productive role which refers to income and occupation. This

reminds the investigator of other variables related to influence men's roles such as

age difference, and education difference. Thus these variables are expected to

influence men's role pattern performed in reproductive process.

2.4.6 Husband and wife relative division of household labor and menrs

roles in reproductive process

2.4.6.1 The theoretical rationales

Who does the housework has become on increasing source of

power among dual-earner families (UNDP, 1996: Ll-15) With respect to Thompson

(1989: 857), power mostly is inferred in research on domestic work; that is,

husband's participation in domestic work is seen as evidence of their wives' power.
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2.4.6.2 The empirical bases.

According to Zhaag (1995: r9s-zo6) studied on gender and

the distribution of household work and found that although husband believed to

take more share in household work, but very little relationship between what they

believed and their actual division of household work. Among the six tasks of the

household work; cooking, dish washing, repairs, laundry, shopping, house cleaning

that were performed by men and women and the other person in the household. The

women also did a larger share than their husband of dish washing, laundry,

shopping and house cleaning, quite equally share of cooking. There was only one

area of work in which the husband did a larger share than their wives was repairs.

According to Napaporn Havanon (1998: 19) studied on the

sexual division of labor in Vietnarnese households also supported the unbalance

division of labor in family that a Vietiramese wife is responsible for domestic care

taking activities regardless of her involvement in economic activities outside the

home. While the Vietnamese husband, in contast, primarily take the role of

economic provider. Husbands, were responsible only for occasional house repairs

help with shopping and errand, gardening ,outdoor cleaning. Help with cleaning,

washing clothes, buying food and cooking came from children rather than husband

or other relatives.

The theoretical ratiohales and the empirical bases have given

a hlpothesis that different husband and wife the housework shared is expected to

discriminate men's roles in reproductive process.
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2'4.7 Husband and wife relative decision making and menrs roles in

reproductive process

' 2.4.7.1 The theoretical rationales

With respect to tINDp (1996: ll-15), men,s frequent

domination within the household result from, among others, the power in decision

making. Women are often disadvantaged relative to their men counterparts in

" respect to disparity between production and reproduction decision making.

2.4.7.2 The empirical bases

According to .Population Reporrs (1994: lg-19) on who

makes household and reproductive decision. Survey conducted in tbree counties

and found that mostly were joint decision and wife decision in fa:rrily planning

issues. Major purchase, household budget and visiting friends were more husband

and more joint in education of children decision making

Similar to Thai evidence, with respect to Departuent of

community Development (1996: abstact) studied on decision making power

anxong the communities leaders both men and women including the study of

Praphaphan Un-Ob (1995: abstract) also supported that meu had more decision

making in production, major purchase are4 while women had more in reproduction

related issues.

It has therefore been suggested that spouse difFerences in

decision making, maybe one predictor of men,s role pattern performed in

reproductive process.
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2.5 Research findings related to men's roles in reproductiye process

Even reproduction is socially determine and that men are naturally a part of

this process, yet the studies on reproduction have tended to focus on women alone.

The men's roles to be studied first and in greater details was, of course, on sexuality

and child care. The men's roles throughout the reproductive process has

taditionally received less attention, so it cannot be found yet. This review of the

existing studies, through, does not cover all the reproductive process, but separately

presentation for each domain as follows.

.

2.5.1 Men's roles in sexuality and family planning.

Major reviews of this topic is now quite_ clearly alive and doing well

that, Thai men do tend to be sexually explioted and have few inhibition concern

sexual expression whether inta or exnarnarital relationship. Vary widely in their

perspectives on contaceptive use along the continuum from those who fully

appreciated the need for safer sex to those who prefer to. ignore it @impawan

Boonrrongkul,l99T: 12-13; weerasit sitthitai, and et al, 1992:3440; Ford and

Sirinr:n Sittisuksathit, 1996: 55-57; Vanlandingharn and et al, 1995: ix-xiv and

Vorachai Thongthai, 1996 3949).
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Men's role in sexuality and family planning is quite seem a

patriarchal-separating role pattern performed, whether to perceive themselves as

having a natural need for sexual variery; concem on sex more for pleasure than sex

for reproduction awareness. Men's extarnarital sex is socially accepted, paying less

attention on a safer sex practices. Condom is widely used, though for the purpose of

HIV epidemic protection, yet it is respond to farnily planning purposes.

2.5.2Men's role in pregnancy

The previous studies mostly reported on the readiness of expectant

father and men's perception to be a father. A little is found on men's actual

performance related pregmncy supportive roles. One snrdy investigated on father's

roles in AID's prevention for the teenage sons (Sawanya Kongpeaw, 1996:

abstacQ and found that men's zupportive roles during pregnancy yo"

accomFanying their wife to the antenatal visits, did the household tasks, asked and

observed child development; prepared themselves to be a father in terms of

financial and material support more than child care skills preparation.

More interesting that more than half of those fathers showed the

ideas that father role should begrn initially their wives got pregnant and they

perceived themselves to be a father. Some exprissed that it should begin after the

marriage and the rest expressed, it should begrn after childbirttr or as the child grew

up.

o

i

I

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



e

Mukda Samnuanklang Review Literature I 4g

2.5.3 Men's role during child birth

According to Orathip Ngou-rangsee (1997: abstract) found that some

men who were penniued to present in the labor unit could coach their wives to

make the labor easier progressed. Through the study of Vilawan Srisuwat (1998:

abstract) indicated that men's role concerned more physically child care. But the

study of Orawan Ketukaew (1988: abstract) found that gnly if men were given any

childcare insfuction, they could perform newborn care whether bathing or feeding.

The above research findings suggest that men's role in reproductive

process are aloof and distance. They quite play along patiarchal role. Nevertheless

a little evidence also show men's more concerns in quite a sharing role. This result

also suggests that the research field emphasized more on individuals determinants

of men's roles, for exarnple the socioeconomic status, population characteristics

and other psychosocial factors.

Among these, the women's movement encourages the examination

of men's roles in reproductive process on issues of power relation between men

and women. Thus it is expanded of focus from individual determinants to families

and household as the context in which power take places. This leading to the

recognition that men's roles in reproductive process could be determined by not

oily individual factors but in relatively power between men and women in

socioeconomic status, division of household labor, and household related issues

decision making.
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4.6 Synthesis of the research framework

Under the concepts of ICPD POA, men's sharing roles in sexuality and

reproduction in empowering women. With regard to the literature reviewed of role

performance in reproductive process in contemporary Thai society, has been

believed to be primarily a wives' concens. Men are biologically restricted to the

initial phase of the reproductive process, sexuality access but keep distance from

reproduction, However, some observations show an increasing in men's

reproductive involvement in relation to women's concems, although it is not

substantial to women's in the labor force participation.

Then the study on men's roles in reproductive process need to be analyzed

what men actually perform these specific roles and whether the separating or the

sharing role pattems and what factors determine such roles.

The feminist theory of gender guides the understanding of the influences of

the social consfuction of gender differences and gender power relation thatrvhy

men have not increased their roles in family work in response to their wife's

increased in the labor force. Maried men, through the socialization process of

patriarchy ideology, axe shaped to intemalize as their gender role nonns

personality, perception including men's premarital love relation to their spouses

and their power relation. These factors affect men's perfonnance in providing roles

ana pay less concems in reproduction; a separating role pattern perfomred.
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According to the above mentioned theory and concepts, the conceptual

model of this study is formulated identifying the independent and the dependent

variables. The dependent variable is the role pattern performed by men in

reproductive process. It is divided into three subsets of men's roles in reproductive

process; sexuality role, pregnancy supportive role, and childbffi involved role.

Each role is defined into turo pattems; a sharing role and a separating role.

The men's roles in reproductive process is hypothesized to be discriminated

by these three sets of factors in terms of ten explanatory variables defined;

premarital love relation, the opinion towards gender role norms, personality, men's

perception on sexuality and reproduction, age disparity, income disparity, education

disparity, occupation disparity, couple shared houseworlg and couple decision made

on production, reproduction and family related matters.

The conceptual framewbrk underlying the study can be then explained

diagramatically as follows:
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CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY

This study desigu was a survey research aimed to examine men's role

pattern performed in reproductive process and its determinants. To achieve this

objective, two methods of data collection were adopted and used. The quantitative

approach wasi mainly applied. Elowever men's role pattem performed in

reproductive process was quite chalienging and sensitive to Thai social-norrrs. To

have clearer insights of changing men's role pattem performed in reproductive

process, the qualitative approach was undertaken.

3.1.The quantitative research method

The quantitative sr:rvey was conducted in the following procedures.

3.1.1The poPulation

The population was men whose wives delivered their first

children in the hospitals in Bangkok Metopolis. The criteria were intended to

select men in the process of reproduction from the initial phase of sexuality

tbroughout the childbirth. It is the phase of active reproduction of the family life

cycle, it begins after marriage till the fust child bom. The couple's decision made

and reproductive behaviors during this phase are meaningful for the population goal

@eerasit Karnnuansilpa 1980: 9-11). These primiparous men are transition from

a
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husband to father. They had recently experienced on the process of reproduction

from sexuality throughout the childbirlh'

lrr 1997,71,320 of first children were reported to be born

and 60,623 of these were bom in the government hospitals (Ministry of Public

Health, 1998: 7t54).Data also showed that from 1993'1997 the child ever born rate

in Thailand had decreased one percent each year. In addition to the report of th9

National statistic(1996: 17), more than 90 percent of pregnant women had

delivered in the hospitals. Accordingly, the study covered almost all newbom of

Bangkok area.

Therefore, it was estimated that 60,000 of first chlldren

would be born in the government hospitals of the Bangkok Metropolis in 1998'

Such a data used to determine men eligible for the study. Then men being ? new

father in 1998 as a study poputation were approximately 60,000' Based on this

assumption the participants were drawn from a list of newborn's father in selected

golernment hospitals in Bangkok Mefropolis through multistage sampling'

In order to get samples from the population who worked in

Bangkok, the sizes of the government hospitals; gand, large, mediurr and small

were used as a sampling frame to scope the population studied. It is coverage not

only the Bangkok area but also those population with different socio-economic

status. So, a listing of all government hospitals in Bangkok that composed the target

population was obtained.
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According to the Alpha Research Report (1997:301'319),,23

of 53 govemment hospitals in the Bangkok Mefiopolis offer the obstetrical

services. According to the Ministry of Public Health, the government hospitals are

classified into 4 categories regarding to their bed occupied sizes. Therefore, 7

small(with 3O-l2O beds), 7 medium(with 121-500 beds), 6 large(with 501-1000

beds) and 3 grand (with more than 1000 beds) hospitals are defined.

The seven hospitals were randomly selected from one-third

of each categorized hospitals.. Then a preliminary survey to obtain the list of the

new father were undertaken with the assistance of the authorized staff of each

hospital upon the request of the investigator. Due to the Hospital Health Record

related to the first births indibated births url1997, there was only one of the small

hospitals that the child ever born (CEB) were less than 100. Thus the selected

hospitals include& six hospitals. Based on the assumption of one percent

decreasi.g of child birthrate and timeframe of the data collection within two

months, the nr:mber of the child ever born were 3,305. Therefore, eligible men as

the target population for this study were 3,305, diagrammatically shown as follow.
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3,305 CEB. / 2 months in 6 hospitals

Figure 3 The eligible men as the target population for the study

3.1.2 The sample and the samPling

3.1.2.1The sample

A formula recommended by Yamane (1973) was used to

obtain the sarrple size as follows:

n:N
l+Ne2

where n = sample size, N : total number. of population, a.nd e =

sampling enor(e:.O5 was set for this study). The sample size is 356 men. Finally,

356 men were proportionally randomized based upon the population size of each

selected hospital(see Table l) .

a
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60,000 CEB. in 23 govemment hospitals in 1998

3 grand, 6large,7 medium arld7 small hospitals

1 grand, Zlarge,2 mediurn and I small hospitals

6,547 CEB in Sand, 7,330 CEB. in large, 4,709

medinm arrdl,257 CEB. in small hospitals

19,843 CEB/year in 6 hospitals
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Table 1 Population of married men and corresponding sample size

Hospital Married Men Wives

(estimated) no of pop. o.of samples no ofpop. no of samples

2.Yaclira

3.Bhumipol

4. Chareonkrung

pracharak

5.Noparatrachathani

6.Ladkrabang

1,091

636

58s

524

260

209

72

63

1,091

636

585

s?4

260

209

tt7

72

63

o

56

28

24

56

28

24

*

total 3,305 360 3,305

3.1.2.2 The sampling techniques

With regard to the criteria of men to be selected in the

samples, those men were not only primiparous fathers, but also whose wives should

have normal delivery. Therefore the nr:mber of men who visited their wives each

day was unstable. Men in &g sample, then, were ftmged from 7 to 16 in each

patient unit of 30-50 beds.

The sampling method used to obtain the sample in each

hospital was prlposive sampling. The sarnples selected depended on the number of

men dwing one particular day. In case of men more tlian 10, one by one was

selected. If equal to or less than 10, all were the samples.
11
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3.1.3 The research instrument

Based on the conceptual framework and the objectives of this study,

a structured questionnaire, comprising of closed-ended and opened-ended questions

was fomrulated by the investigator. The questions were grouped into 8 n*r, (1)

family's socioeconomic background, (2) men's premarital love relation to their

spouse, (3) men's gender role norms, (4) men's personality, (5) men's perception

on sexuality and reproduction, (6) men's housework shared, (7) men's household

related issues decision making compared to their spouse, and (8) a task.analysis on

men's actual participation throughout the reproductive process. The data of the

eight parts were obtained separately from both husband and wife.

3.1.3.1 The scoring system

Since the reproductive roles are quite far concerned arnong

men group, the interpretation of the result can be made in various ways. Norm-

reference measurement gave no meaningless with regarding to the improvement of

the required perforrrances. Thus the criterion-reference was used to describe of

what sexualrty and reproductive roles men can share and cannot.

Although a widely criterion-reference measruement is

required at least 80 percent for the mastery (Gronlund, 1990: 13-15). To compare

the men roles actually performed in reproductive process to a complete set of roles

recommended by the ICPD and related concepts. But based on the literatr.re

reviewed of lower men's roles in reproductive proeess were found only 26-40

t
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percent @hassom Limmanon , 1995: 48; Ricther, 1992: 49'63; Social Research

Institute, 1995:182). The cut-offscore above 80 percent, then, is quite high'

Therefore, the moderate performance required at least 60

percent ofthe total scores ofeach variable is reasonable accepted as a cut-off score

to make a sharing and separating roles decision for this study. Because the literattre

reviewed also indicated the tend of higher men's involvement in family roles as

women's higher employmen! especially in r:rban area.

In addition, not only the men's roles in reproductive process

-are defined into 2 categoies, the premarital love relation and psychosocial

-characteristics of men such as gender role norm opinions, and perception on

sexuality and reproduction are also defined into 2 categories. Except the

personalities are defined into 4 categories with regard to the standard scoring of

Spence and Hetmreich's concepts of androgmous personality.

While the gender power relation between men and women in

family in terms of age, income, occupation, education, decision made and shared

housework are defined into 3 categories with regard to their relative power of more,

equal and less among each other.

The differences of age between husband and wife were

..^*.d by the husband' years of age minus wife's. Income disparity was husband

and wife earning ratio. The education disparity was measured by the husband' years

of schooling minus wife's.
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While the occupation disparity was meastued in term of the

difference of occupation prestige. With regard to Supang Chantavanich (1991: 47-

125), studied on social statification: occupation prestige in Thai society, it revealed

that the prestige in descending order were occupations in professional, technical

and administrative work, clerical work, sales work, agricultural work, and

production and labor.

Therefore the occupation difference between husband and

wife was deterrrined as who belonged the highest prestige of occupation. Then the

question and scoring were as the following.

Part 1 was the information on family sfircture, the

demographic and the socioeconomic profile of the husband and wife as

respondents' reforts. The answer to each question was written on the blanks or

indicated by check( /) sip depending on the type of questions.This part contained

6 items.

Part 2 was otr the statement which attempted to detennine

the men's premarital love relation. The respondents answered about their opinion

regarding the characteristics of their love relation to their wives prior the marriage.

They were asked to.select ohe among five degree of agreement that corresponded to

their answers. Fivr.; choices were given for answering: strongly agree, agree,

r:ndecided, disagree, and strongly disagree. Scores ranged from 5-l or 1-5

according to the positive or negative responses to the given statements.It contained

10 items, one of them was excluded from summing up.
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Thus the level of premarital love relation was calculated by

sgmming up the total of correct ansrirers (045 points). Then it was divided into 2

levels with the criterion-reference of 60 percent. That the score equal and higher

than,z1 was defined a mature love, coded=l and the lower that27 was a romantic

love, coded:O.

Part 3 gender role norms opinion was rieasured .The

respondents were asked to response to statements regarding the roles of married

meu 
1d 

women. Five choices were given for answering: stongly aglee, agree,

undecided, disagree, and stongly disagree. The score ranged from 5-1 or l-5

according to the positive or negative responses to the given statements.It contained

7 items. The level of_opinion was calculated by summing up the total of answers (0-

35) and divided rfio 2levels. The score equai and higher than 21 was defined an

egalitariaru coded=l and the lower than 2l was a patriarchy, coded=0.

Part 4 is on the statements which attempted to examine the

characteristics of men's personality. The Personal Attributes Questionnaire (PAQ)

developed by Spence & Helmreich (1972b) were adopted .It was originally

composed of trrenty-four items describing men's characteristics. As the result of

the reliability test, 21 items were appropriated to. Thai sirciety. On each of which

respondents were to rate themselves on a five-poirit scale. Five choices were given

for answering: strongly agrce, agree, undecided, disagree, and stongly disagree.

Each item is scored from 5 to l.According to PAQ the 2l items were divided into 3

subsets of attributes. Masculine expressed as item 1,2,6,10,16,1'1, and 20. While
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feminine were item 3,7,9,12,15,18, and 21. The other items left were neutral

eharacteristics, used to make balance answering'

According to PAQ, the personality was divided into 4

groups. These were masculine, androgynogs, feminine and undifferentiated

personality. With regard to PAQ, the scores higher above the median of masculinity

was defined a masculine personalrty. The score higher. above the median of both

femininity and masculinity was defined an androgynous personality' while

feminine personality was defined as the scores were high above the median of

feminine and the undifferentiated were below the median of both feminine and

masculine.

part 5 consisted of statements which were intended to

determine the men's perception on sexuality and reproduction. The respondent

were asked to rate regarding their opinion about sexuatity and reproductive matters'

They were asked to select one among five degrees of agreement that correspondent

to their answers. Five choices will be given for answering: shongly agree, agree,

undecided, disagree, and srongly disagree. scores ranged from 5-1 or l-5

according to the positive or negative responds to the given statements'

It contained of 14 items, one out of them was excluded from

summing up. The level of the respondents' perception was calculated by summing

up the total of correct answers (0-65 points) and divided i[Ifio 2levels' The scores

higher than or equal to 39 were defined good perception in sexuality and

reproduction. It provides the meaning that men perceive themselves as sex

a
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supportivepartnerswithloveandcaringfather.Thescoreslessthan39were

defined as Poor PercePtion.

Part 6 comprised questions which intended to measure the

degree of division the household work between men and their wives' They were

asked to select one among six degrees of agrcement that corresponded to their

answers.

The score given to the scale was reflected the patterns of

. division of housework in 10 activities-perforrred by husbands and wives;

S=activity done alone by husband, 4=activitl done more by husband, 3=activity

done by husband and wife equally, 2= actiitydone more by wife, l= activity done

alone by wife, and 0:activity done by others. The scores were given with regard to

gender theory. The scores were aimed to indicate womsn's empowerment in

division of labor

It contained 10 items. The level of the respondents' shared

labor was calculated by summing up the scales into 3 levels. The husband done

less, coded:l were those who reported that the housework were done more and

done alone by wife. The husband done more, coded:2 were those who reported that

they did the housework alone and more than wife. Those who reported 3 were

defined a jointly shared work, coded=3.

P?[it 7 was on questions which intended to measure the

degree of decision making between men and their wives. They were asked to select

one among six degrees of agreement that corresponded to their answers. The score

gtven to the scale.was reflected the patterns of.decision making in eight farnily

a

a

t

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



a

;
Fac. of Grad.Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D (Population Education) /63

related issues performed by husbands and wives; 5=decision made alone by wife,

4=de.irioo made more by wife, 3decision made by husband and wife equally, 2=

decision made more by husband, 1: decision made alone by husband, and

O-decision made by others or no decision made.

The scores also were given with regard to indication of

women's empowerment in decision making, not the pattem of decision made. That

why decision made by wife was quite higlr instead ofjointly decision made.

. It contained 9 items. The level of the respondents' family

related matters decision making was calculated by t*r-i"U up the scales into 3

levels. The husband decision made less, coded:l were those who reported that their

wives made the decision more and alone. The husband's decision made more,

coded=2 were those who reported that they made decision more and alone. Those

who reported 3 were defined ajointly decision made, coded:3.

Part 8 was a task analysis on men's actual participation

through rh,eir marriage and the childbirth. The study required an instrument that was

able to evaluate both husband and wife point of view regarding their pre and post

childbirth conceflN of men's supportive roles.

Since no ready tools were available, the investigator

developed a list of men's concenri that typically arised following the birttr of the

first child. A review of the literature yielded a number of concerns identified by

new parents. The literatures help conceptualize and organize the men's role pattern

performed iu reproductive process into two patterns ;the patriarchal-separating role

and the egalitarian-sharing role.
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Therefore, a task analysis was on statements which intended to

measure the patterns of men's role performed in reproductive process. The

statements were grouped into 3 categories according to 3 major roles; men sexuality

roles, pregnancy supportive roles, and childbirth involved roles. The respondents

were asked to rate from a three- point scale ranging from'Aery certain", oopossible",

and'1rncertain". Score ranged from 0, l, and 2, exceptthe childbirth involved roles

WaS rated a twO-pOint SCOre betWeen 
o'dgne" and o'ngne". 

SCOTeS Were 1, 0.

This last part contained.3 .subsets of men's role questions. The

sexuality roles consisted of 15 items, 19 items of pregnancy supportive roles, and 8

items of childbirth involved roles. Therefore the overall men's roles in reproductive

process was consistedof 42 items.

Using criteriotr-referenced interpretation mentioned previously, the

scores of men's sexuality roles ranged from 0 to 30. Those with the score equal and

higher thanlS were defined as a sharing role, and those lower were separating roles-

The score of men's pregnant supportive roles ranged from 0 to 38. Those with the

score equal and higher than23 were defined as a sharing role, and those lower were

separating roles. Also the score of men's childbirth involved roles ranged from 0 to

8. Those with the scores equal and higher than 5 were defined as a sharing role, and

those lower were separating roles.

While men's sharing roles tbroughout the reproductive process were

defined among thosl who were sharing in sexuality, pregnant supportive, ild

childbirth involved roles, coded=l. Those who shared in only one or two of the

three subsets in reproductive Process would be defined as separating coded:O.
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However the scoring of their wives was also the same defined to compare.wife's

perception on husband's roles.

3.l.3.2lnstrument tests for validity and reliability

Initially, the interview questionnaire was formulated. Since it

was validated by those 7 experts in sexuality and reproductive matters (names listed

in Appendix A: 174). All instruments used in data gathering was pre -test with an

appropriated 35 men and also 35 men's wives who had similar characteristic as the

study samples and were not included in the main s26n1".

To determine the instrument's reliability, the T-test "of

discrimination power and the Cronbach's Alpha c6efficient were used. Firstly, the

item analysis was used to determine the discrimination power. Those items with T-

test significant at level p<0.05-p<0.001 or any items modified then would be

selected for furttrer reliability tested. The result of the T-test of the discrimination

power indicated as follows.

Part2, men's premarital love relation, once contained of 10

items, one was excluded as a general information. All items were significan!

therefore 9 items were selected.

Paxt 3, men's gender role nomr opinion, contained of 8 items.

But 7 of them were significant. Only 7 were selected.

Part 4, rnen's personality, contained of 24 items. Item

number 1,17, and 18 were deleted because they were not significant. Therefore 2l

items were selected.
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Paxt 5, men's perception on sexuality and reproduction,

contained of 15 items. Item number 3 and 5 were deleted while item number 1,2,

and 4 were revised to be more understood sound to answer. Therefore 13 items

were selected.

Part 6, couple's shared housework, contained of l0 items. All

were selected, although the T-value of item number 3,5,6, and 7 showed no

significant. Because those items were believed more women's tasks, that why the

items had no power to discriminate men.

Part7, couple's shared decision made, contained of l0 items.

9 of them were selected. The item number l, decision on number of child, was quite

the Thai social nonn. Thus, this item had no power to discriminate men.

Therefore, 69 items of the independent variables were selected for *"t^

reliability test after the suggestion from the advisory committee. While the men's

roles in reproductive process, the dependent variable, needed not to be analyzed of

the T-test of discrimination power. Because the data obtained was the actual facts

which could not be discriminated. However, all items had been revised and

modified with regard to the recommendation from the advisors.

' 
Then the 46 items were selected for reliability test. To determine the

reliability of the interview questionnaire, the Cronbach's alpha coefficient was

used. The result indicated as the following by parts before and after the suggestion

from the advisors.

Part'z, men's premarital love relation, the reliability

coefficient was finally .67.
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Part 3, men's gender role norm opinion' the reliability

coefficient was changed from '52to '61'

Parl 4, menos personality, the reliability coefEcient was

changed from.81 to .82-

. 
Part 5, men's perception on sexuality and reproduction' the

retiability coefficient was changed from '48 to '63'

part 6, couple's shared housework, the reliability coefficient

was .61 as the Previous result.

Paxt 7, couPle's

coefficient was changed from .86 to '88'

part 8, men,s roles in reproductive process, the reliability

coefficient before the advisors' recommendation was '72 atd '76 fot respondents'

set of questions and their wives, respectively. After excluding 4 items and some -

question were revised and modified, the reliability coefficient was quite equal of

both husband and wife sets of questions. That was .72. But those 42 items were

easier understood . so .72of the reliability coefEcient was accepted.

In addition, the respondents and their wives were both interviewed

by the.investigator and the other two nurses. Since the investigator could not

interviewthe 360 respondents and 360 wives within 3 months. The two nurses were

oriented how to interview the samples. However, the two nurses were also asked to

answer the exfia questionnaire on the respondent's participation. Time constrming

and the difficulties of the statements were found'

a
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Since the interview questionnaire was completed within 3 months.

The result including the investigator's experiences indicated that face to face could

not convince some respondents. The self-administered questionnaire was then

recommended, especially for those who were sensitive to some sexual related

items.

The result from the nurses' extra questionnaire also indicated that 86

percent of respondents for the pre-testing paid good attention and intended to

arrswer the questions, especially when they were asked by nurses. The time required

to complete one set of the questionnaire was about 45 minutes, excluding from the

orientation which toqk abouc 20 minutes. A few statements needed more explaining

because 9f the academic terms used in the questionnaire.

Based on this pre-test result which the investigator experienced

during the pre-test period and also the-suggestion and recommendation of the

advisory committee, the instnrments were revised and adjusted to its final form.

The self-administered questionnaire with some open-ended consisted of two sem.

One was the Husbands' Questionnaire on men's roles in reproductive process. The

other was the Wives' Questionnaire (Appendix B: 175) which the same questions

as part 8 of the Husbands' Questionnaire

3.1.4 Data collection

The primary focus was upon the married men, but data had also been

collected from their wives in order to explore the gender and interaction sexuality
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and reproductive dimensions. To obtain data from the samples, the following

procedrrres were carried out:

3.1.4.1 The official permission docr:ments were sent to the hospital

directors for the cooperation in data collection. The head of postpartum unit and

their staff were then personally visited in order to give some more details for data

gathering.

. 3.1.4.2 With regard to the hospital's regulations, only the

regpondents of general patient unit were permitted for data collection.

3.1.4.3 The respondents were oriented first the purpose of the study.

Under the cus;tomary sphere, the respondents were asked to answer on the

sra*tements of the -questions. 
When the respondent's visited their wives in the

hospitals, a separate answering of the responilents and their wives was requested to

avoid each other's influence on the response given.

Data gathering was conducted for 2 months from November to

December lggg.The data collected each respondent was corrected in order to ready

for firther analysis.

3.1.5 Ethical consideration

Since subtle and sensitive matters were obtained from both the

survey and the interview, the investigator first took some issues into consideration.

Before the interview started, the verbal inforrred consent was intoduced and

- clearly ctarified to all respondents involved. Those who accepted voluntarily and

willingly participated, were then in-depth interviewed. However they also were

a
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informed that at any times of the interview if they felt any discomfort on any

questions or the intewiew, the interview would then be terminated. Not any

respondents refirsed at the times of the interview but at the beginning. They refused

to join because they worked quite hard at the night time'

The verbal informed consent introduced consisted of the followings'

3.1.5.1 the purpose of the studY

3 .l .5 .2 the investigator' s background

3.1.5.3 the respondents' names, addresses, workplaces which

were asked in ntrrreric codes.

3.1.5.4 all data obtained from the respondents would be kept

confidential for the study purposes

3.1.5.5 The benefit of the result of this study whiih was

useful to develop a new health services or clinic for new father. The respondents

were told to $s important ones to develop zuch services.

After a relationship had been established, sensitive questions were

gradually introduced.

3.1.6 Methods of analysis and statistics used

3.1.6.1 Data analysis were processed by the Package of SPSS-for

window version 7.5 for microcomputer.

3.1.6.2 The statistics used are as follows.

l) Descriptive statistics such as frequencies, percentages,

a
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arithmetic means, and standard deviations were usied to describe the distibution of

the variables

2) Inferential statistic, stepwise discriminant analysis were

used to detennine the best predictors, among the listed independent variables, of the

dependent variable; men's role pattern performed in reproductive process. A

separate discriminant analysis was perfomred for each subset of dependent

variables. As a result of a sum of the overall score to deter:nine men's role pattern

performed in reproductive process, a single_score for the patriarchal-separating role

and the egalitarian-sharing role pattems were produced.

3.2 The qualitative research method

Since the sensitive nature of information on men's sexuality and

reproductive issues cannot usually be covered in survey or the open-ended

questions. Special rapport is, thus, needed in order to obtain accr:rately intimate

experiances from the respondents. It is limited in its ability to collect more in-depth

data on the meaning of sexual practices and reproduction .

It was challenging to explore their meaning and feeling toward their roles

performed. Qualitative approach was then used to provide the possibilities of

investigation. It allowed to develop a more understandings of this specific social

nonns interplay with the changing situations that structured their sexuality and

reproductive experiences.

a
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The in-depttr interviews were used to veriry more details drawn from the

questionnaire by the following procedures. Respondents were identified

pgrposively for those who willingly and voluntarily to pay more times in a

participatory discussion. The in-depth interviews took place after those respondents

finished the self-administered questions, except part 8. The respondent was

interviewed individually. The interview gUidelines covered the major issues in

accordance with part 8, men's role in reproductive process' of the survey questions'

With regard to hp sensitive issues on sexuality and reproductive behaviors,

a "wamring uy'' questions were built up the respondents' confidence and

established a rapport. A warming up question or statement was needed 
'oi 

only *

the introductory question!, but also the questions raised during the discussion if the

respondents found them difficult to answer or discuss. The interviews took from

one and a halfto two hogrs to complete both palt 8 of the survey questions and the

in-depth guidelines.

The..warming up" intoductory questions concerned such issues on family

and their newborn. The o'warming up" statement dgring discussion were some

$eeting words to,accept their behaviors dotre for their wives and some more health

related information. Howevei ttre key subjects were addressed included: (1) vision

on family forrration, (2) sex behaviors including sex meaning, sex partner, sex talk'

sex desire and satisfaction, learning process about sexuality and care of their own

health, (3) contaceptive concerns, (4) pregnancy supportive roles on sexual

activities dgring pregnant period, how to cope their own sex desire, care as wife

a
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developed a morning sickness, coping stategies with frustrated wife, alrd (5)

childbirth involved roles on their bonding with the child and child care skills'

The in-depth interviews were conducted since the response obtained

showed no differences. Thus, the 25 in-depth interviewed cases of men only in 6

hospitals generated rich and comprehensive information on the interrelation,

feeling, meani.g, coping sfiategy, and care. The result was given in the later

chapter.

The interviews achiev"d q. objective, although only 4 out of 25 were tape-_

recorded. A few refused openly as they said " it's not good''. While the rest of them

acted discomfortably, gs1 gxample, they spoke softly that it was difficult to tape-

record. In cases with no tape recoriling, the investigator asked for agteement to take

quick hand-notes on main issues provided in the respondents' own words. The

more details were thenimmediately taken notes after each interview completed to

avoid the disorganized data. Even those to whom the investigator talked were

mostly men who shared the role in reproductive process, but it provided an

enonnous data to a clearer 'Job description" of men's roles in reproductive process.

A non-participant observation was another one of the best complementary

methods to veriff responses obtainedftom survey and interviews. During each

hospital visit and individual interview conducted, the investigator could observe

respondents' marital relation, behaviors as they took care the baly born. Not only

discussion made with the respondents, but also their parents, relatives, and friends

in order to gain more r:nderstanding of their previous and funre marital lives.

t
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In addition, among those nurses who distibuted the survey questions, they

fognd that after the respondents completed the survey questions, they seemed to

improve their performances in taking care of their wives and children. These

reflected that the statements a,ffected their behaviors. These methods were confident

in the reliability and validity of the result obtained and helpful for better

implications.

At the end of the interview, respondents were encouraged to ask any

questions related to their concenu as the investigator was basically a nurse. Finally,

they were provided with the educational leaflets o-n child care and a short poem

how to perform a tender love and care to their wives.

3.2.1 Data processing and analysis

The in-depth interviews were then content amlyzed by the

t 
following:

3.2.1.1 coding individual in-depth on scripts after each

individual interview completed

3.2.1.2 repeating read all the transcripts and producing

concepts that seem to fit the data

3.2.1.3 making cormection between the categories

3.2.1.4 selecting the core categories and

3.2.1.5 making pattem matching both- trniversal pattern of

I 
men's roles and the rival pattem that respondents used as coping strategies.

The results were shown on the nextchapter.

t

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



o

Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D (Population Education) / 75

CHAPTERry

MEN'S ROLES IN REPRODUCTTVE PROCESS

This chapter presented result on men's roles in reproductive process both

from the survey findings and the qualitative data as follows:

. 4.1The characteristic of respondents

' 
4.2Met's role in reproductive process

4.3 Gender perspectives on men's reproductive process

4.41\e sunmary of the findings on men's roles in reproductive process

More advance details of results on factors detemrine men's-role in

reproductive process and the 3 subsets, sexuality roles, pregnant supportive roles

and chitdbirth involved roles would be presented in the next chapters.

4.1 The characteristic of respondents and their partners

4.1.1 Age and age at first marriage

The majority of the respondents in this study ranged in age from 16-

55 years, while 1540 years of the partners. The average age of respondents were26

years (S.D :5.47), 3 years older than of partners (mean=23, S.D:4.66). The

respondents' ages below 20 years were found 13 percent and 21.6 percent-of

partners.

Associated with their ages at first marriage ranged from 15-53 years

and 14-35 years for parfirers. The average ages at first marriage of respondents were

23 years (S.D:4.88), while the parfirers were 20 years (S.D:4.06). The

respondents' age at first marriage below 20 years were also found 19 percent and

a

t

l

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



a

Mukda Samnuanklang
Resuh / 76

40.1 percent of parhers. Partners' ages at marriage were quite younger, only 14

yea$ old. Almost half of partners (40.1 percent) married YoEg, below 20 years

old.

4.1.2 Education

Twenty two percent of parfirers were illiterate, while respondents

were fognd only 0.3 percent. Sevenly three percent of both completed the high

school. Only 7.5 percent of respondents completed higher education and just a little

higher in partners who reached higher education. Thus the overall level of

education was considered similar for respondents and partrers, the average school

attendanse was in the high school. No gender gap showed for the school

attendance.

4.1.3 Occupation

Almost all (93.9 percent) of respondents in the sample were

employed, while 6.1 percent were not working. Ahnost half (45.5 percent) were

workers and offrcers in factory and company,26.4 were labors, 7.2 percent were

merchant, 6.7 were government officers. The remainders were others; newly

recruited soldiers. and lbss than one percent (0.6 percent) were engaged in

agriculture

While the partners, almost half of them (45.3 percent) were not

working, 37 percent worked in factory and company. Only 1.8 percent were

government officers and 0.6 percent were the administrator in factory or company.

o
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In general, respondents worked outside home more than partners and

also possessed higher privilege of the occupation

4.1.4Income

The respondents' income level seems higher than partners' at all

categories including the ranges. The average income per month of respondents

(6,495 BahO was much higher than of parbrers' (5,903 Bah!. The respondents'

income per month was not much. Most of them (90 percent) eamed not more than

10,000 Baht per month, only 1.7 percent were above 20,000 Batrt for respondents

and 0.6 percent for the parfirers. Table 2 summarizes data on the 360 respondents'

socio-economic characteristic.

Table 2 Distribution of respondents and partner by age, age atfirst malriage

educational attairunent, income, and occupation.

characteristic

Age

21.7

5t.7

17.7

6.7

1)

100.0

a

t

Less than 20

20-24

25-29

30-34

More than 34

Total

Range

D Mean

s.D

78

186

64

24

8

360

l5-40

23.09

4.66

9.2

43.6

27.2

13.9

6.1

100.0

33

r57

98

50

)')

360

l6-55

26.40

5.47
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a Table 2 Distibution of respondents and partner by age, age at first marriage

educational attainment, income, and occupation (cont')'

characteristic

Husband

Frequency Percentage Frequency

Age at frrst marriage

(years)

Less than 20

20a4

2*29

30-34

More than 34

Total

Range

Mean

s.D

Years of schooling

No schooling

6 (elementary school)

12 (secondary school)

14 (diploma, vocational)

16 @achelor degree)

18 (master degree)

Range

Mean

68

169

83

2l

l9

360

l5-s3

23.80

4.88

I

l14

154

64

26

I

0-lE

10.73

18.9

46.9

23.1

5.8

5.3

100.0

0.3

31.7

42.8

17.8

7.2

0.3

144

160

3l

t2

l3

360

t4-35

20.83

4.06

8

t2r

147

49

34

I

0-18

10.38

40.0

M.4

8.6

3.3

3.6

100.0

2.2

33.6

40.8

13.6

9.4

0.3

i
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Table 2 Distribution of respondents and paxhler by age, age at first mariage, yezus

of schooling, income, and occupation (cont.).

I

t

f

characteristic

Husband ife

Frequency Percentage Frequency

Income

@aht per month)

0

Less than 5,000

5,000-10,000

10,001-15,000-

15,001-20,000

More than 20,000

Total

Range

Mean

s.D

22

t54

148

24

6

6

360

0-50,000

6,495.60

5,192.79

6.r

42.E

4t.t

6.7

1.7

1.7

100.0

l6l

tzl

67

6

3

2

360

0-30,000

5,903;59

3,589.41

4.7

33.6

18.6 _

t.7

0.8

0.6

100.0
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Table 2 Distribution of respondents and partner by age, age at fust marriage

educational attainment, income, and occupation (cont.).

characteristic

Unemployed/ housewife

Employed

Government officer

Agriculture

Merchant

Worker in factory /

company

Officer in factory/

company

Administrator

Laboring

Others

TotaI

Result / 80

t.9

0.3

4.4

18.9

0.6

8.9

1.7

3

t

I

4.1.5 The premarital relation, and marital status

The study showed that the length of their premarital relation was

mostly less than 5 years. Almost half of them (45.3 percent) were less than two

year,43.9 percent were between}-S yeqs, and the remainders (9.2 percent) were

more than 5 years. Thus the average was2.42 years (S.!=Z.ll).

6.t

93.9

6.7

t.l

7.2

2t.t

_0.6

26.4

5.8

100.0

t63

t97

7

I

t6

68
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Associated with their marital status, it was found that most of

them (83.5 percent) spent their marital lives without legal license whether engaged

in marriage ceremony or not. They were cohabiting. The data summarized as table

3.

Table 3 Distribution of respondents by number of years of the premarital relation

couple's premarital sex relation and couple marital status.

prem relation (years

a

Less than 2

2-5

More than 5

Missing

Mean

S.D

The premarital sex relation

None

I{aving

Seldom

Moderate

Frequently

Most frequently

45.3

43.9

,

9.2

3.6

22.2

77.8

37.s

20.3

16.4

2.8

100.0

80

277

L35

73

59

l0

360

t
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Table 3 Distribution of respondents by number of years of the premarital relation

couple's premarital sex relation and couple marital status (cont.).

The ma

I

Marriage ceremony with legal license

Marriage ceremony wittrout legal license

No ceremony but license

Cohabiting

Missing

Total

15.3

39.4

5.E

38.3

l.l

100

I

.

In addition, the result drawn from the qualitative data gave the support on

ttre sr:rvey findings that the respondents' vision on family formation was quite

unplanned. They knew each other wittrin months. Then they and their spouses

shared marital lives together as their spouses got pregnancy. They planned to marry

or made the marriage license after their wives and children were discharged from

the hospitals. They mentioned that they planned to try best in the future for their

families.

4.1.6. The piemarital love relation

Even the result indicated that the majority of the respondents, 77

percent, had experiences of premarital sex relation with their partrers. But their

love was quite a mature pattem (93.3 percent). The data sr:mmarized as table 4.

t

55

142

2l

138

4

360
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Table 4 Distribution of respondents by pattern of the premarital love relation.

relation

Finally, it was interesting to note that men and women's sex relation among

labor force Soup in trban area of Bangkok were differ from the older generation.

Their sex relation was tum to intimacy -> sex >procreation - love

+ marriage.

4.1.7 The psychosocial characteristic of the respondents

The two-thirdsof the respondents had egalitarian gender role norms,

and perceived on sexuality and reproduction quite good. The onset of paternal click

among 60.6 percent of respondents was as wife got pregnant. Almost hatf of them

were an androgynous personality. Only 16.7 percent were masculinity.The data

summarized as table 5.

t

t

I

24

336

360
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Table 5 Distribution of respondents by gender role norm opinion, the onset of

paternal click, personality, and perception on sexuality and reproduction.

hosocial characteristic Percentage

Gender role norm

Patriarchy

Egalitarian

t
The onset of paternal click

As lover

As marriage

As wife's pregnant

As childbirth

Missing

Personality

Feminine

Masculine

Androrynous

Undifferentiated

Perception on sexuality and

reproduction

Poor

Good

Total

t

9.4

16.7

60.6

10.8

2.5

17.8

16.7

4t.l

24.4

o
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4.1.8 Gender power relation

The data indicated that most of the respondents (68.3 percent) were

higher age than wives. While the education level were both equal (53.6 percent).

Seventy two percent of respondents earned more than wives. While the occupation

privilege of husband, almost half (46.9 percent) was higher than partrrers. Thus it

seems that the husbands belonged more gender relation power than wives at all

items, except the education level. It was influenced by westemization. Women

worked for paid employment, then, women should be qualified higher education.

For the aspect of shared housework and decision made, the husbands

and wives shared equal participatio n (75.6 and 89.2 perpent). The data detailed as

Table 6, including Table 7, ard 8 (Appendix D: 186 ) -

Table 6 Distribution of respondents by gender power relation.

ariables

Age

o

{}
16.4

14.4

69.2

Education disparify

Husband less

' Both equal

Husband more

I rotal
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Table 5 Distribution of respondents by gender power relation (cont.)

percentage

Husband le.ss

Both equal

Husband more

Missing

Shared housework

Husband less

. Both equal

Husband more

Missing

Shared decision made

Husband less

Both equal

Husband more

Occupation disparity

Ilusband less

Both equal

Husband more

Total

I 1.9

14.2

72.2

1.7

a 23.3

75.6

0.9

0.3

$

l.l

89.2

9.8

8.6

44.4

46.9

100

*

4.1.9 The summary of the result of the characteristic of respondents

The result of the characteristic of respondents and depicted some interesting

insights as follows.
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4.1.9.1The population studied are young couples with lower socio-

economic status; the middle to lower class in r:rban area of Bangkok.

4.1.9.2 The higher rate of cohabiting is observable. Their sex

relation is turn to intimacy * sex _> procreation , love ,mariage.

4.1.9.3 Their love relations defined as mature love are quite high.

4.1.9.4 Their psychosocial characteristic in term of gender role nonn

opinion is more egalitarian, mostly of their personality are androgynous, and their

perception on sexuality and reproduction are highly good. Lastly, they perceived

themselves 
1s 

fattrers when their wives got pregnant. 
.

. 4.1.9.5 Gender relation between respondents and their spouses are

more respondents'power in term of age, income, occupation, but equally in term of

education, shared housework and decision made.

4.2 Men's roles in reproductive process

The. respondents were classified into two groups according to the role

pattern performed in reproductive process; a sharing role and a separating role.

Men's role in reproductive process was defined whether they participated in

sexuality, wife's preguncy supportive and childbirttr involved roles. The overall

roles in reproduciive process were also exarnined.

The analysis of men's roles throughout the reproductive process indicated

that men's role pattern performed was a separating role, most of respondents (86.1

percent) played a separating role in reproductive process.

t

D
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However, the data also indicated that men played a sharing role in

reproduction by means of childbirth involved and pregnancy supportive roles (89.7

alrd 79.7 percent) respectively. While the sexuality role was quite a separating.

Only 15.3 percent of respondents reported that they played a sharing role in

sexuality. The data summarized as Table 9.

Table 9 Distribution of respondents by their roles in reproductive process,

sexuality, pregnant supportive and childbirttr involved roles

's roles

percentage

I

Preguant supportive

Childbirth involved

79.7

89.7

process

The in-depth findings on farnily fonnation supported this strvey findings

that respondents were not ready to form their families. The respondents and their

spouses shared their marital lives as their spouses got pregnancy. It was then an

'rnplanned family.

Nopanit ooDon't 
expect anything. since the pregnancy occurs.,so I

have to try my best. I do not want the child to have suffering life."

Pooma: *we know each other within months then we spent our

marital lives together."

I

I

20.3

10.3

55

287

323

!l
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When it was considered respondents' roles by activities of each role and the

finding from the qualitative data, it provided more meaningful insights on men's

roles in reproductive process as follows.

4.2.1 Men's sexualitY roles

While the survey findings revealed that approximately half of the

respondents still practised sex acts with others. They felt fiustrated as wife refuse to

have sex, had seldom sex talk with spouses and dominated sex. Almost all of the

respondents were untrained or even consulted or read. book about sex education

including having the lower rate of their own health care. The data also summarized

as Table 10.1 (see Appendix D: 185)

The in-depth result, aaalyzedby the Dixon-Muller sexuality linkage

to reproduction framework (1996: 37) also pointed out many findings that

supported the sr:rvey findings of separating sexuality roles as follows.

4.2.1.1Sex behaviors

Respondents' sex behaviors were quite changed as they were

married.Although they remained visiting the commercial sex workers, but less than

the premarital lives. Because they awared of the spread of diseases to'the child and

their wives' feeling.

Poomi : "I think that I already had a wife, no need to visit the

prostitutes. It is my responsibility not to spread the diseases to my child."

Nopadol: 'oI fear that my wife knew, she would be upset.

This would develop agapin family life."

t
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4.2.1.2 Couple sex talk on sexuality and meaning

Respondents perceived "sexuality" as mainly "sexual

intercor:rse". It was a natural event, no need to be dialogued or shared any feelings.

They had to talk about sexuality only they faced sex problems. Talking about sex

was a waming sign of distnrst feeling each other. What the couple talked wffi more

on job.

Vachira: "We do not think about this issues because we love

each other."

Chulapong : oNo talk, it is more natural."

Nopadol : 'T.[o ta[q only ask oo Set Mai?"(acheive ogasmic

feeling)".

Vachara : ooWe talk about various matters except sex. We

think that it is not the main concerns"

One respondent (Chareon) kept in silence for a while when

he was asked. It seemed like thinking and then repeated the question. "Sex talk? I

don't know, because we don't think such a thing like that. We tnrst each other, no

need to talk."

Nopadol : "Wife express nothing, just keep'in silence. It is

nonna.l for her."

Vacharin : ool talk when I have dnmk then need sex. No any

important contents when I talk."

Nopanai : "I ever asked that if anytime wife need sex act, tell

him. It is no need to perform like other Thai women. I don't think that such sex

t

t
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expression indicate that our wives are *Ran"(higher sexual demand). She would not

be blamed because I think that we are free for our sex."

4.2.1.3 The learning process about sexuality

They gained more sexual related information from books,

their peer who had more sex experiences. Such information was more sex arousing

than sex education. So no need to be trained or consulted. The in-depth results

support above findings that because of the following reasons.

1) They already perceived sex information from

various sources existing in society.

Nopanai: "Various media whether television,

advertising, and magerines serye r$ sex information. It is enough."

2) No sex problems or anything abnormality about

sex organs.

Chulapong: ooWe stay together, no any wrong

sex events need the consultant."

3) No available times and any services

Chuladej : "I have no time since I have to

work everyday."

Nop : "I don't know that there is such a

services like that."

a
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4) Men perceived that it was not their way of life

style to be consulted or tained about sex.

Nop : o'That is........we don't know about this

(services such sex education). No model or any men who perform like that in

Thailand."

Poomi: "Only sex. It would not be consulted.

Self learning is enough whether from books or friends."

Chulapong: ool,earning more from books that

arouse my sex desire or nude magazines that easily access. But mostly I share with

friends."

Chualadej "Parents never teach us such

matters. We have to find out ourselves."

4.2.1.4 Respondents' care of their own health

They perceived themselves healthy enough, had no available

times, and the care is costly.

Poopat: "I'm healthy. No need to see the doctor."

Wat: "I don't engage extarnarital sex relation."

Watana: 'Trlever. I am afraid to know that I am ill. It'
- is not good to answer you like that. But I think that I don't find any health problem.

It should be a mistaken concept."

Noppol: "Dare not see the doctor, I'm afraid to be a

infertile man."

I
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Chulnai; oolt is simple and convenient use. Whenever wife

stops pills, she develops pregnancy easily.,,

ffin.
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Therefore men leamed more on sex arousing than sex education.

The sex education was not men's lifestyles. Men perceived themselves as sexuality

knowledgeable which prone to harmful men's health and shorten their life

expectancy.

4.2.2 Respondents, contraceptive concerns

Most of couple's dialogue emphasized more for &e purpose of birth

control than the farnily planning. They concemed more about sexual relation than

procreation. Since they 
_were not ready for family fonnation. Almost all were

t'nmarried and cohabitation. Only 15.3 percent of them were-legally married. Then

53.6 percent of them used female contraceptive methods and6.7 percent used the

natural method. The remainders did not use any methods. Woman had to protect

herself from pregnancy. The followings were the reasons behind.

4.2.2.1It was women's concern.

Chareonmit: 'Most of married women use pills. I aonlt ttrink

anything."

Chareonsak: o'In general, wives are the ones who do

use the contaceptive methods".

4.2.2.2 Women's contaceptive methods were more available and

accessible.

t
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4.2.2.3It was men's requirement

Poomi; "I ask her to use pills, it's quite easy"

Chulapong: "Wife always forget to take pills. I have to warn

her"

Vacharin: "My wife needs a child. When I told her to take

pills she did not take it. She felt upset that I do not want a child. Yes, I art not ready

to have a child. When the pregnancy occurred, initially I think of abortion. Later the

pregnancy progress then let it be."

Therefore, it was not surprising on men's separating roles in sexuality.

Men's separating roles in sexuality .oUA initially explained in term of risk sexual

behaviors, no sex related issues discussed with the spouses, .sex knowledgeble,

careless on their own health and contaceptive concenui. These were all influenced

by socialization of the patriarchal ideology.

4.2.3 Men's pregnancy supportive roles

While the in-depth results also clearly support the survey findings on

men's sharing reproductive roles in terms of pregnant supportive and childbirth

involved roles. Men paid more attention on the children than sexuality.

Respondents' sexual acts during pregnant period had been changed. Their sexual

activities were diminished and stopped after 3 -4 months of pregnancy. Because the

wife's changing physical and psychological status, they fear of coitus harming the

fetus.

I
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a r Wat: ool care of my child. I have heard that if we do coitus

intercor.rse, the fetus would be frightened. If you touch the wife's womb, you'll feel

it tensed. It is quite true because I have kied out already."

Chulapong: "I care much about the harm to child than sex

desite."

Their personal times were decreased. Almost all of them felt that

they had less time for themselves. They care more of their wives as wife developed

;1 moming sickness. They did more the housework.

. Nop: *Even I do my job everyday. When I do not work part-

time, I dlrectly go home. If I do my part-time I have to call my wife."

Chulapong: "Wife did not complain anything, because I do

almost all of the doinestic work that I never did before."

The followings are some statements showed that the husband

concern en physical and psychological change of women and fetus.

Vacharin: *You feel diuy or any other problem"

Chnn: "The child move or not. Sometimes touch the wife's

tummy."

Nop: "What information the doctor advise you."

Charoen: "Just ask the fetus. How are you today? Don't

move too much otherwise your mother would get painful."

In some cases respondents tried to cope with frustrated wife as to

talk some kidding or to keep silent and try not to disturb her feeling

I
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Poomai: ooWhenever wife complains, I firy to talk some joke

or kidding. Because of my kindness, sometimes is good' If she does not stop' I

should keep quiet. After she is cooling down, we talk each other."

Nopani: 'oI keep quiet, think that nothing happens' When

wife stops, then I start talking."

Some respondents mentioned that they did not care about this. When

men tried to talk gentle to wives, wives developed sfionger feeling. It was better to

keep distance while the wives got angry or complained'

During wife's preguancy period, since they were refused to have sex

with their wives and had or no sex whether with their wives or the others, or tney

stopped sex acts, the respondents still reported that the sexual lives were quite well.

It was interesting to note that most of them paid more atteution on their children

than their sex desire. They developed some activities to cope their sex desire with

the following strategies.

4.2.3.1 Mastt[bating and sometimes with wife's assistance

Nop: "Help myself. Even sometimes I prefer wife to do, but

she refused."

4.2.3.2Talking to the fetus, hugging wife or talking joke or some

kidding.

4.2.3.3Doing more jobs

4.2.3.4 Doing hobbies sugh as reading books, lislening the radio,

watching the television, sports;and singing a song.

4.2.3.5 Drinking beer and any alcohol in order to have easy

sleeping.
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While the existing health services did not support men to participate

in pregnant period. Men were excluded as strangers from the mother class or any

medical advice. Men's limitation in information accessibiltty leads to separating

roles and being perceived that it was women's concerns. They reported that it

would be better maternal and child health if men attended medical advice together

with their wives.

chuladil .ol'm not permitted to attend. My wife will tell me

what ttre doctor advised her. Then we discuss with each other what to do best."

Nopporn: ool think it's wife's affairs. But I also want to know

what's happened. Anyway, my wife told me after the visit'"

Varin: oolrm not permitted. It is crowded with the pregnant

women. It's better to wait outside."

Chulapong: "It would be better if the husband was permitted.

Sometimes if wife is afraid to 
Tlq 

husband should ask."

The finding revealed *rat men's pregnancy supportive roles were not

dtfferent from the older generation in rural area. They still perfomred sharing roles

but in different way of perforrrances. It was influenced by western style of the

obtetics.

4.2.4 }.deno s childbirth involved roles

With regard to the survey results, 78.1 percent of the respondents

accompanied with their wives to hospital admission. The rest did not, because they

were working. Those who visited the wives after the child was bom, felt afraid of

holding the newborn. Since they were not taught to do that, and the baby wtui so
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small. Father and newborn bonding happened tui soon as they kept close contact

with the newborn.

Nop: .ol,m afraid that the baby would fall down. I could hold

if the baby was older than nou/'

chularal ..I,m holding but not close to my chest. Because I

feel like the baby would get pain."

Chareon: "I.could not hold the very young baby like this'"

Most of the respondents had talked to the child, while 16.9 percent

of them did not. They reported that the baby was too young to understand'

vat: r.I don,t know what to say, the baby does not understand

what I said." t

Chulapong: 'oThe baby is too young to understand"'

The followilgs werE some words the father talked to the baby.

Varin: "Baby fim on your face to see me"' One respondent

reported that while his wife got so much pain, he touched the tummy and said to the

fetus that ooPlease coming out quickly to see Dad."

Nopadol: *Baby, yor:r Dad i5 ssming, open your eyes and

look who's coming.o'

Noppom: ooHory moon face you are. Being a good child'"

Chulajit 'oJust-call the baby's name, making the baby get

used to Dad's voices."

Charoenngn: "Cannot talk too much, because we are still in

the hospital. I just said only o' I have to go to work and I will come back soon'

Don,t cry too much. You know it looks like some deep feelings between father and

t
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child "bonding". It quite spontaneously happened, love the baby' and care of the

baby. I can do everything only for the baby'"

Respondents who performed child care skills reported that they

gained such experiences from their family. At the time in-dept interviewed' it was

observed that a few men could change the child napkins and tied it around the

newbom bodY.

chularat: ..I remember from my younger sister, so I can do

myself.

While those who could not perform, they reported that it's women's

job. Even book about child care, they also neYer read. ftey reported that only wife

was the one who had to read and care for the child'

Although the finding exhibited the men's sharing roles in childbirth,

it was interesting to find out that father and newborn bonding happened. It proved

quite clear that men participated throughout the reproductive process'

4.2.4Thesummary of men's roles in reproductive process

4.2.4.1 SexualitY roles

1) Men's exramarital sex relation is diminished as they

perceived the spread of diseases to the child.

2) Sexuality is a natural event, no need to tatk or share any

feelings. Talking about-sex is a warning sign of distnrst feeling with each other.

3) Men learn more on sex arousing than sex education. They

assgme to be in knowledgeble sexuality . Sex education is not men's lifestyles.

4) Men care less of their own health.
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4.2.4.2 Pregnancy supportive roles

1) Reproduction or no reproduction (contraceptive use) axe

women's concerns, but men's requiremetrt. Men are excluded as stangers from the

existing health services.

2) Pregnancy is the period of patemal click. Child is a focus

point of men's attention. Men care more of their wives.

4.2.4.3 Childbirth involved roles

t) Fath-er-and newborn bonding happens.

.

4.3 Gender perspectives on men's roles in reproductive.process

Another consideration was wife's report on husbands' contribution to

activities performing in overall and each subset of reproductive process.

Results from Table l0 showed the summary of men's roles in reproductive

process compared to wife's report. The couple reported differently with regard to

men's roles throughout the reproductive process, and men's sexuality roles (p

<0.05). While they reported quite the same on men's pregnant supportive and

childbirth involved roles. The advance details were presented ahead.

(l
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Table 10 Summary of husbands' and wives' perceptions on husbandso contribution

to activities performed in reproductive process.

Pregnant supportive

Childbirth involved

.428

.166a

l

process

4.3.1 Gender dimension on men's sexuality roles

As described previously, the couple reported quite differently on

men's sexuality roles. For deeper details, (see Table l0.l in Appendix D: 185) it

was found that sex- related issues is significantly diflerent. For exframarital sex

relation, more than half of respondents (60 percent) accepted while the 82.5 percent

of spouses refirsed. When having sex, the one who initiated sex was husband.

Almost hatf (48.3 percent) reported that it was interchangeable.

Two-thirds of men reported they used condom when they had sex

with others, while one-third of spouses reported this. Finatly men reported both of

them were satisfied with sex with each other, while the spouses reported less. They

also seldom talk about sex.

- 
The indepth result also supported the survey finding that sexuality

meant to men only sexual intercourse. It is natural event, no need to keep talking.
t
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Men viewed that sex would be talked in case of sex related problems occurred. If

they practised sex dialogue they felt that they distrusted each other.

However, men perceived their spouses' sex desire and sex

satisfaction by guessing the spouses' nonverbal reaction or the spouses replied that

they o'Set" (met sex satisfaction or come to an end).

The finding indicated that women tended to keep silent, expressed as

for men's sexual satisfaction

For the contraceptive used, they reported quite the same. It was more

women's concems. Placing the responsibility for conception on women overlooks

the context of men and women parhership and underdetermines participative

nafi.re of men's roles in family planning (Swanson, 1985:22).

Ths men and women's viewed on the contraceptive method used

were significantly not different. The contraceptive used is a woman's concern.

Women+eemed to gain power in family planning. Women methods were widely

used and they were the ones who chose the methods. Women had to take care of

themselves as side effect found. Since women could contol of their own bodies as

the advantage of women's lives, the disadvantage (medical risks) of modem

contaceptive caused reproductive health problems ( Bhassom Limanorn, 1998:22-

23).

The in-depth result indicated that the couple talked on family

planning for the purpose more on bffi control than family planning benefits. They

prefer sexuality for pleasure to reproduction The finding is similar to ttre finding on

youth sexuality in factory @ord & Kittsuksathit, 1996: 148). The men reported that

because they were not ready to form family.
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Not only women had more right to choose the method, but they still

used contraceptive method as the stategies or power for bargaining the

heterosexual relationship to make men accept the relation. The result derived from

the comparison of data of the respondents and their spouses on the activities of

using the confiaceptives. Statistically found that 7.2 percent of couple reported

differently.

While the respondents reported the contraceptive used, their spouses

reported no contraceptive used anymore. This meant that women needed the

procreation occurred to bargain their relation. Bu! it is risky for dissolution.

Followed by 5.5 percent of couple reported oppositely. While the respoudents

reported no contraceptive used, their spouses reported contaceptive used. This is

because women had to protect themselves from procreation. On the other han4

women were still the ones who had to bear exclusively the reproductive roles.

Nevertheless any reasorFwould be, to commit their relation or the

method failed, the procreation occurred. Fortunately, most of the respondents

accepted the procreation Then they maintained their marital lives r:ntil giving birth.

While a little amount observed by the investigator (l-2 percent) ended their marital

lives and beared the child alone.

This indicated that while women gaincd power in family planning,

they had to bear reproduction as once. It is suggested that to forced men to be

sterilized is not really successful because men fear of blood and sexual dysfirnction.

It should focus on men's participation in family lives from the early phase of

marriage tillchildcare (Supom Kertsawang, 1998: 19-26).
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Sex-related health seeking behaviors is also another indicator

to devise preventive measures for better health. To gain more correct sex

information, both respondents and their spouses reported differently. Men seldom

have sex learning. Half of them had never been sex consulted or tained anymore.

Most of them (70.8 percent) read books. Most of the information gained

emphasized more sex arousement than sex education.

In addition, the two-thirds of the respondents had never been

physical checked up. While their spouses perceived that men took care of their

health less than men reported. It is quite clear that men kept themselves distance

from better health. It is hypothesized (Gross, 1985: 97) that "being a man",

admitting ignorance, asking for information or seeking help are not allowed. Men

are assumed to be senrality knowledgeable.

These taditional male sex roles are hannful to men's health. This

finding w,ui supported by the study of Jane Harrison (1985: 35) on "waming the

male sex roles may be dangerous to your health that taditional male sex roles

accounts for the larger parts of men's shorten life expectancy". Another scientific

bases fognd why men do not attend clinical setting (Lewis &O'Brien, 1985: 10-24)

axe as follows.

4.3.1.1 Men are less attentive to their internal bodily state

than women. Men are slower than women in perceiving the indicators of

relationship difficulties. Men do not show any weakness.

I

t

*
place of women's.

4.3.1.2 The natle of health institution and therapists is a

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



a

Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D (Population Education) / 105

4.3 .l .3 Expressin g concerning husbandhood and fatherhood

is an indicator of weakness as feminine.

Thus men's roles in reproductive process aimed not only at women's

empowennent but also atmen's health concenr.

4.3.2 Gender dimension on menns pregnancy supportive roles

Only sex related roles of husband and wife reported significantly

diflerent. It was interesting to note that men felt less ftustated when wife refused to

have sex during pregnancy than the past.

Among 19 activities metr performed, 13 were related to women's

health care: Men and women perceived quite the sarne that men did more

houseworlq found favorite food for their spouses, perceived what their wives

shbuld practise, although men could not accompany their spouses attending the

mother class.

The other six activities were related to sex relation. Men and women

perceived quite significantly different on safer sex position and the frnstating

feeling. Result from in-depth interview indicated that almost all continued to have

intercor:rse only fust trimester of pregnancy. After that they stopped. They reported

the awarenesS of the harm to the fetus and the infection.

- The finding indicated also that men had love and affection but they

just kept such emotional expression, did not let their partrrer know. Thus two- way

communication on sex related issues are quite needed to improve their marital lives.
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In case of no sex acts with their spouses or others, the respondents

and their spousies reported that their sex relation was getting along well. This is

because men perceived that sex desire was minor, what they perceived was the

child as a focus point of attention, and they should take more care. While their

partners reported that their sex relation were quite getting along well because their

husband were tempted to be sexually faithful.

. 4.3.3 Gender dimension on men's childbirth involved roles

Among 8 activities men performed, men and women perceived quite

the same, except holding the child and talking how to take care of a child. The

respondcnts, themselves, perceived that they performed more about touching the

child and discussing to name the child.

The in-depth result supported that men could not hold the newborns

as they are still yo,rng They did not talk to their spouses how to take care of the

child because they had no knowledge of how to take care of the newborn. Then

they did not know what to talk. Wife better care.

It implied that women had socially assigned roles as caretakers while

men had no socially deterrrined roles in childbirth. That why men were reluctant to

participate in childbirth involved roles. Socially, childbirth can be interpersonal

experiences. Woiren are biological childbearer while men also are socially

considered to be pregnant and giving birth.
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43.4The summary of gender perspectives on men's roles in

reproductive process

It is quite clear both from the findings and the supportive concept on

linkages between the sexuality/gender framework and reproduction (Dixon-Muller,

1991:37) that Thai men and women's different views of sexuality due to their

social construction of gender. Thai women and men are sfrongly different in

sexuality. They are quite the same in reproductive roles. Family plairning axe more

the women's concerns. The finding on gender perspectives of men's roles in

reproductive process was, then, concluded as diagrammed below.
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Sexuality

(not supportive)

sexual partner

men:multiple
parhers

social construction

of sexuality and

reproduction
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Reproduction

(supportive),

Reproduction

Love and affection
Child focus

reproduction roles

Supportive as

Sharing roles

a

t

sex drive/enjoy

sexualify role

Supportive not
As separating roles

Figure4 Linkages between the sexuality/gender framework anil reproduction

Sexual behaviors are

considered as men's concerns.
FP and reproduction as

women's concerlls

Men satisfied self.
Women satisfied
husband.

Men for pleasure
Women keep in
mind

Men initiated.
Women responsed

for men sex satisff.

sexual meaning sexual health

lack of information

as it is natural no

need to leam or talk

i
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4.4The summary of the findings on men's roles in reproductive process

In sum, both the survey and in-depth interview reflected the meaningful

results that zupported men's separating roles in sexuality including throughout the

reproductive process. Men's dominated sexual behaviors and their learning process

about sexuality were two main indicators of men's separating roles in sexuality.

That child was a focal point of attention is an indicator of men's sharing roles in

pregnancy supportive roles. Paternal relation also happened during this period. It

leads to father and newborn bonding after childbirth.

" With regard to gender perspectives on lnen's roles in reproductive process,

it is quite clear that men and women viewed diffeiently in sexuality related issues.l

They both viewed quite similarly on either reproduction or no reproduction in term-

of contraceptive use as women's affairs.

The results presented recently should not yet be viewed and included an

interrelation among factors but rather to understand respondents' characteristic,

their roles and some subjective reasons behind. The examining of the factors

significantly determined mer's roles would then made clearer insights of men's

roles.
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CHAPTERV

FACTORS INT'LTJENCING MEN'S ROLES IN

REPRODUCTIYE PROCESS

This chapter presented why men perfomred different roles in reproductive

process.

To apply discriminant analysis in order to determine whether men who are

likely.to perform the sharing roles in reproductive process can be distinguished

from those who were not. The analyst first specified which variables were in an

independent metric and which one was in a dependent category.

The dependent variable was focused fust and it was initially a categorical

dependent. The objective would be to discriminate between a separating and a

sharing role in reproductive process as scoring system on chapter 3.

Then the independent variables to be included in the analysis were

identified from the previous research and theory existed, as detailed on chapter 2.

Men's characteristios are used in differentiating a sharing role from a separating

role. That is, the 10 characteristics of those men may be as best discriminators of a

a sharing dnd a separating role playing in reproductive process.

Since this technique is the most appropriate where there are a single

categorical dependent variable and several metrically scaled discriminating

variables (Hatr, 1987:79).ltmakes clearer that men's roles can be distinguished or

explained by a set of independent variables selected.

o
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With regard to their natures of data such as occupation and personality,

those nominal scaled variables were rearranged into dummy variables. .Those

variables used for the analysis were defined as tabulation follows.

Label Variable Description

1. newage the ratio of husband's higher age

2. newinc the ratio'of husband's higher income

3. newed the ratio of husband's higher education level

4. ocdp 1= the husband's higher status

-0: the husband's not higher status

5. mpersp l= the androgynous personali-f

0= the non-androgynous personality

6.loves scores on the premarital love relation ranged from 9

{o 45.

7. genops scores on men's opinion towards gender role norms

ranged from 7 to 35.

8. mpercs scores on men's perception on sexuality and

reproduction ranged from 13 to 65.

9. dms scores on coriple decision made on family related

matters ranged from 0 to 45.

10. dlabors scores on couple's shared housework ranged from 0

to 50.

11. msext 1: men's sharing in sexuality roles

0= men's separating in sexuality roles

t
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1= men's sharing in pregnant supportive roles

0= men's separating in pregnant supportive roles

l= men's sharing in childbirth involved roles

0= men's separating in childbirth involved roles

1= men's sharing roles tlroughout the

reproductive process

0: men's separating roles throughout the

reproductive process

12. mpregr

13. mbirr

14.rp

However, the discriminant analysis wrui also tested. Test for nonnalrty.of

the distributions was conducted to test the discriminant assumptions. Histogram

showed that independent variables were normal distibution. Test for collinearity

using a pool within group conelation matrix. Finding indicated that no any

inde'pendent variables had the large corelation coefficient more than .430 (see

Appendix C: 185). The finding suggested that no multicollinearity existed among

the independent variables.

When applying the discriminant analysis, the analyst tested the validity of

the discriminant firnction that had.been derived. In deriving a discriminant function,

the stepwise method was considered. As it was not kirown in advance which of

these variables are important for group separation. One of the desired end products

of the analysis was identification of the oogood" predictor variables. Stepwise

selection was an available in the SPSS discriminant analysis procedr:re. A relatively

large number of independent variables would be included in the function. By

sequentially selecting the next best discriminating variable at each step. Variables

L

(l

t

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



Fac. Of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ.

that were not useful in discriminating between the groups were eliminated and a

reduced set of variables was identified. Only minimizationof Wilks' lambda,would

be considered.

Since one of the study's objectives is to determine men's role in

reproductive process as a whole and 3 subsets role of men' s role in reproductive

process, so called sexuality role, pregnancy supportive roles and childbirth involved

roles. ln order to distinguish men who perform a sharing role in reproductive

process and in sexuality role, pregnancy supportive roles and childbirttr involved

roles from those who do not, 4 classification equations were obtained.

Let us begin the analysis of the two-group discriminant analysis as

following tables:

5.1 Factors determined men,s role in reproductive process

The two-group linear discriminant function equation was used to identifi

the variables that distinguished the group where men belong to and examine the

factors that discriminated between men who perform a sharing role in reproductive

process from those who perform a separating role.

' 
360 (unweighted) cases were processed. Eleven(3.lpercent) of these were

excluded from the analysis because of at least missing discriminating variables.

Therefore 349 (96.9 percent) cases were used in the analysis.

Ed.D (Poprlation Education./ lll
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5.1.1 The characteristic of the men group who perform rores in

reproductive process: a sharing group and separating $oup

Among the two men groups, 50 meu with sharing roles and 310 men

with separating roles were found. The average of husband's higher age, income and

occupation of a sharing group compared to their partners were less than those men

in a separating group. But husbands' higher education level compared to their

partners' was more than of those men in a separating group. A sharing men group

had higher mean score than those men in separating group in terms of the

androgynous personality, mature love, good perception on sexuality and

reproduction, egalitarian gender role nonn, shared housework and decision made

(see Table 1l).

t

t
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Table 11 Group means and standard deviation of discriminating variables used in

the discrimination function analysis of men's roles throughout the reproductive

process.

throughout reproductive process

Variables

Husband's higher age 3.t4

393r.25

2.94

0.49

Husband's higher incomeI

a

Husband's higher education level

Husband' s higher occupatioir

status

Androgynous personality

Premarital love relation

Gender role nomr opinion

Perception on sexuality and

reproduction

Couple decision made

Couple shared housework

0.51

3.77

2.78

5.33

2.59

3.76

3.02

3471.29

0.15

0.48

0.40

33.57

22.41 
_

46.t0

5533.27

3.62

0.s0

2303.57

t.t4

0.37

0.49

34.4t

23.86

46.82

]
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5.I".2 Factors determine men's roles in reproductive process

For interpretation purposes, any discriminating variables exhibiting

loading (stnrcttue) = .30 and higher or higher standardized coefficients are

considered significant to distinguish best between a separating role from a sharing

role,

The result (see Tablel2) indicates that the 2 discriminating

variables regarding their discriminating power; ooGender role norm opinion" and

oocouple shared housework" could distinguish best between a sharing role

throughout the reproductive process from a separating role in the positive direction.

While e'Gender role norm opinion"(standardized coefficients of .779) is the most

discriminating variable which distinguishes best the men who perform sharing roles

in reproductive proc€ss from those who do not.

'oGender role norrr opinion" (unstandardized coefficients of .286)

shows that those men who play sharing roles in reproductive process difter from the

separating regarding their opinion towards gender role nonn. In other words, men

who share in reproductive process are found to be more egalitarian norms than

those separating.

"Couple shared housework"(r:nstandardized coefficients of .104)

which ranks as the second most important discriminatin! variable and in positive

direction shows that the sharing and separating-men differ regarding the shared

housework. Men who share at least an equal or more housework done are predicted

to perform more a sharing role in reproductive process.

a

t

t
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In other words, men who are more egalitarian nonn and share more

housework tended to perform more sharing roles throughout the reproductive

process.

Table 12 Unstandardized, standardized discriminant function coefficient and

stnrcture coefficients of men's roles throughout the reproductive process.

Structtre
Coefficients

Couple shared
housework

Constant

.847

.634

To determine whether or not a statistically significant function can be

derived to sepaf,ate the two grcups. Table 13 shows that the firoction is highly

significance (.000) and displayed a canonical correlation of .214, Wilks' lambda of

.954 and Eigen value of .048. These values indicate not quite high but the

classification power of the function constructed from the two variables is

justification for furttrer analysis.

Table 13 Canonical discriminant fi:nction of men's roles throughout the

reproductive process

F,nction Eigen Canonical .

Value Correlation Lambda

t

i

|l
0.048 0.214 0.954 15.195 2 .000 
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Note that Eigen value is the ratio of the between groups to within-group

sums of squaxes. Large eigen values a.re associated with good function. The

canonical correlation is a measure of the degree of association between the

discriminant scores and the group variable, which is coded 0 and l. Wilks' lambda

is the ratio of the within- groups sum of squares to the total surr of squares. Small

values of lambda are associated with fiurctions that have much variability between

groups and little variability within-group.

To assess the predictive accuracy of the function, a classification matrix is

developed. The result from Table 14 shows that the overall percentages of cases

correctly classified into t,,vo $oups by the nvo discriminating variables is 66.-l

percent. The classification result also shows that of 310 cases in separating $oup

(l), 205 cases were predicted correctly to be members of group 1(66.lpercent).

While 105 (33.9 percent) were assigned incorrectly to sharing group. Similarly, 33

0f 50 (66.0 percent) of the sharing Soup were identified correctly, and 17(34.0

percent)' were misclassifi ed.

Table 14 Classification results of men's roles throughout the reproductive process

Separating sharing

a

t

separating 310

sharing 50

20s(66.1%)

t7(34.0%)

t0s(33.e%)

33(66.0%)

I Percent of "grouped" cases correctly classified 66.1%

The findings support the hypothesis that the gender role norm opinion and

shared housework affect men roles throughout the reproductive process.Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University
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5.2 Factors determined men's sexuality role

360 cases were processed. Eleven (3.lpercent) cases of these, were

excluded from the analysis because of at least missing discriminating variables.

Therefore 349 (96.9 percent) cases were used in the analysis.

5.2.1 The characteristics of the two men groups : sexuality roles

The characteristics among the two"men groups, 55 men with sharing

roles and 305 men with separating roles, were found as similar as the men groups in

reproductive process. (see Table l5).

i

,

tl
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Table 15 Group means and standard deviation of discriminating variables used in

the discrimination function analysis of men's sexuality roles

s sexuality roles

Variables

*

Husband's higher income

Husband's higher education level

Husband' s higher obcupation

Andro gynous personality

Premarital love relation

Gender role norm opinion

Perception on sexuality and

reproduction

Couple decision made

Couple shared housework

5895.22

2.92

0.48

0.50

3.71

2.72

5.31

2.53

3.67

t

t

S.Z.2Ftctors determined men's roles in sexuality

The result (see Tablel6) indicates that the 3 discriminating

variables regarding their discriminating power; "Gender role norm opinion",

"husband's higher education level compared to parfitey'' and "couple shared

housework'o could distinguish best a sharing role in sexuality from a separating

5253.20

3.62

0.50

3005.19

t.2t

0.36

0.47

34.30

23.74

47.40

336t.M

0.13

049

0.40

33.58

22.41

45.98
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role, all in the positive direction. "Gender role norm opinion"(standardized

coefficients of .690) is the most discriminating variable which distinguishes best

the men who perform sharing roles in sexuality from those who do not.

"Gender role norm opinion", (unstandardized coefficients of .286)

shows that those men who play sharing roles in sexuality differ from the separating

regarding to their opinion towards gender role norm. In other words, men who

share in sexuality are found to be more egalitarian nonns than those separating.

*Husband's higher education level compared to parErer"

(unstandardized coefficients of ,l4l) which ranks the second most important

predictor variable and in positive direction shows that the sharing and separating

men differ regarding to the husband's higher education level compared to parfiters'.

Men who have higher education level than partrrers are predicted to perfonn more

sharing role in sexuality.

'oCouple shared housework"(unstandardized coefficients of .093)

which ranks the third most important predictor variable and in positive direction

shows that the sharing and separating men differ regarding to the shared

housework. Men who share at least equal or more housework done are predicted to

perform more sharing role in sexuality

In other words, men who are more egalitarian norm; share more

houseworlg and higher education level compared to spouses tended to perform

more sharing roles in sexuality.

e

+

:
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Tablel6 Unstandardized, standardized discriminant function coefficient and

structure coefficients of men's sexuality role.

To determine whether or not a statistically significant function can be

derived to separate the two gloups. Table 17 shows that the function is highly

significance (.000) and displayed a canonical correlation of .235(2), Wilks' lambda

of .945(3) and eigen value of .058(1). These values indicate not quite high but the

classffication power of the function constructed from the three variables is

justification for firther analysis.

Table 17 Canonical discriminant function of men's sexuality role

Value Correlation Lambda

1 0.058 0.235 0.94s 19.624 3 .000

Note that Eigen value is the ratio of the between gxoups to within-group

sums of squares. Large eigen values are associated with good firnction. Canonical

correlation is a meastue of the degree of association between the discriminant

scores and the group variable, which is coded 0 and 1. Wilks' lambda is the ratio of

t

+

*

ariable Unstandardrzed
CoefEcients

Standardized
Coefficients Coefficients

Gender role norm opinion
Husband' s higher education
compared to partrer
Couple th*:d housework

eonstant

.253

.t4t

.093

-8.209

496

482

.723

.457

.s69
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the within- goups sum of squzlres to the total sum of squares. Small values of

larnbda are associated with functions that have much variability between groups

and little variability within-group.

To assess the predictive accuracy of the function, a classification matrix is

developed. The result from Table 18 shows that the overall percentages of cases

correctly classified into two groups by the three discriminating variables is 62.5.

The classification result also shows that of 305 cases in separating group (l), 191

cases were predicted correctly to be members of group l(62.6percent). While I 14

(37.4 percent) were assigned incorrectly to sharing group. Similarly, 34 Of55 (61.8

percent) of tlre sharing group were identified correctly, and 2l(38.2 percent) were

misclassffied.

Table 18 Classification results of men's sexuality role

I

t
separating

sharing

30s

55

tet(62.6%)

2t(38.2%)

rr4(37.4%)

33(6t.8%)

Percent of "grouped" cases correctly classified 62.5%

The findings support the hypothesis that the gender role norm opinion,

shared housework and husband's higher education level affect men sharing roles in

sexuality.

f
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5.3 Factors determined men's pregnancy supportive role

Result / lf{

a

I

360 cases were processed. Eleven (3.lpercent) cases of these were

excluded from the analysis because of at least missing discriminating variables.

Therefore 349 (96.9 percent) casies were used in the analysis.

5.3.1 The characteristic of the two men groups: men's pregnancy

supportive roles

Among 360 men, 287 men perform sharing roles and 73 men

perform separating roles. The characteristics among the two men groups were

fotrnd as similar as the men groups in reproductive process and sexuality in terms

of the androgynous personality, mature love, good perception on sexuality and

reproduction, egalitarian gender role norrr, shared housework and decision made. A

sharing men group had higher mean score than those men in separating group. In

addition the average of husband's higher age, income and education level of a

sharing group compared to ttreir parfrrers' were less than those men in a separating

group.

But differences are found in term of the mean of the husband's

higher education level compared to partrrer among the sharing men group which

was quite less than of the separating goup. The husbands' higher occupation status

compared to their partrrers was also for:nd little more than of those men in a

separating group. (see Table 19).

*

t
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Table 19 Group means and standard deviation of discriminating variables used in

the discrimination function analysis of men's pregnancy supportive role

Men's pregnancy supportive roles

Variables

age

l Husband's higher income

Husband's higher education level

Husband's higher occupation

status

Andro gynous p ersonality

Premarital love relation

Gender role norrr opinion

Perception on sexuality and

reproduction

Couple decisiou made

Couple shared housework

s22t.60

3.37

0.50

0.50

4.01

2.7s

4.86t

3425.35

0.73

0.46

0.28

32.39

22.23

44.99

5855.49

4.16

0.50

3277.20

0.r8

0.45

34.02-

22.71

46.51

?
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5.3.2 Factors determined men,s pregnancy supportive roles

The result (see Table2O) indicates that the 3 discriminating varialles

regarding to their discriminating power; '?remarital love relation", "couple shared

housework" and "the androgynous personality" could distinguish best a sharing

pregrumcy supportive role from a separating role, all in the positive direction.

'?remarital love relation"(standardized coefficients of .664) is the most predictor

variable which distinguishes best the men who perform sharing pregnancy

supportive roles from those do not.

"The androgynous personality" (unstandardized coefficients of .990)

shows that those men who play sharingroles in sexuality differ from the-separating

regarding to the androgynous personality. In other words, men whq share in

pregnancy supportive roles were found to have more the androgynous personality

than those separating.

"Premarital love relation", (rurstandardized coefficients of .146)

which ranks the second most important discriminating variable and in positive

direction shows that &e sharing and separating men differ regarding to love pattern.

Men who have the mature love tended to perfonn more sharing pregnancy

supportive role.

"Couple shared housework"(unstandardized coefficients of .109)

which ranks the third most important discriminating variable and in positivc

direction shows that the sharing and separating men differ regarding to the shared

housework. Men who share at least equal or more housework done tended to

perform more sharing pregnancy supportive role.

I

t

?
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In other words, men who have mattre love, share more housework, and

have androgynous personality tended to perform more sharing roles in pregnancy

supportive roles.

Table 20 Unstandardized, standardized discriminant function coefEcient and

stnrcture coefficients of men's pregnancy supportive role.

Coefficients

e Premarital love
relation

Couple shared
housew-ork

The androgynous
pgrsonality

Constant

.664

.59t

.562

{

- To detemrine whether or not a statistically significant function can

be derived to separate the two groups, Table 2l shows that the fiurction is highly

significant (.000) and displayed a canonical correlation of .235, Wilks'lambda of

.945 and Eigen value of .058. These values indicate not quite high but the

classification power of the frurction constructed from the three variables is

justification for firthei analysis.

Value Correlation Lambda

Table 21 Canonical discriminant function of men's pregnancy supportive role

|}

.109

.990

-8.167
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To assess the predictive accuracy of the function, a classification

matrix is developed. The result from Table 22 shows that the overall percentages of

cases correctly classified into two groups by the three discriminating variables is

62.5. The classification result also shows that of 73 cases in separating group (1),

48 cases were predicted correctly to be members of group 1(65.8percent). While 25

(34.2 percent) were assigned incorrectly to sharing group. Similarly, 177 0f 287

(61.7 percent) of the sharing group were identified correctly, and 110(38.3 percent)

were misclassified.

Table 22 Classification rezults of men's pregnancy supportive role

Actual group Number of cases Predicted group membership

Separating sharing

.

separating

sharing

73

287

48(6s.8%)

r 10(38.3%)

2s(34.2%)

177(61.7%)

t Percent of o'grouped" 
cases correctly classified 62.5%

The findings support the hypothesis that the gender role norm opinion,

shared- housework and husband's higher education level affect men sharing in

supportive pregnancy roles.

T
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5.4 Factors determined men's childbirth involved role

360 cases were processed. Eleven (3.lpercent) cases of these were

excluded from the analysis because of the least missing discriminating variables.

Therefore, 349 (96.9 percent) cases were used in the analysis.

5.4.1 The characteristics of the two men groups : childbirth

involved roles

Among the two men groups,323 men with sharing roles and

37 men with separating roles, were forlnd. The charactelstic among the two men

groups were found as similar as the men groups in reproductive process, sexuality

and pregnancy supportive roles in tenns of the androgynous personality, mattue

love, good perception on sexuality and reproduction, egalitarian gender role norm,

shared housework and decision made. A sharing men group had higher mean score

than those men in separating group.

But differences were fonnd in term of the average of husband's

higher age, occupation status and education level of a sharing goup compared to

their partners were more than those men iu a separating goup. Except the average

of husband's income, which found to be less than those in a separating soup

(see Table 23).

a

I

T
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Table 23 Group meaffr and standard deviation of discriminating variables used in

the discrimination function analysis of men's childbirth involved roles

Variables

S.D

t

Husband's higher income

Husband's higher education level

Husband' s higher occupation

stafus

Androgynous personality

Premarital love relation

Gender role norm opinion

Perception on sexuality and

reproduction

Couple decision made

Couple shared housework

4.70

5087.06

3.47

0.50

0.50

4.13

2.77

4.92

3.59

5.21

t|

l

3210.42

0.29

0.47

0.43

33.9s

22.65

46.34

25.60

26.29

4150.00

0.28

0.M

0.25

31.42

22.28

44.97

6.20

7272.t9

4.t4

0.50

0.44

3.53

2.69

4.83-
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5.4.2 Factors determined men's childbirth involved roles

The result (see Table 24) indicates only one discriminating variable

regarding to their discriminating power; "Premarital love relation" could

distinguish best a sharing childbirth involved role from a separating role in the

positive direction.

"Premarital love relation", (r:nstandardized coefftcients of .246), the

most important discriminating variable shows that the sharing and separating men

differ regarding to premarital love relation. Men who have the mature love tended

to perform more a sharing childbirth involved role.

Table 24 Unstandardized, standardized discriminant function coefficient and

strucfire coefficients of men's childbirth involved roles.

To detemrine whether or not a statistically sigpificant function can

be derive.d to sep-arate the two $oups. Table 25 shows that the function is highly

significant (.000) and displayed a canonical correlation of .186, Wilks'lambda of

.965 and Eigen value of .036. These values indicate not quite high but the

classification power of the function constucted from the variable is justification

for firrther analysis.

t

t

.246

-8.279

l
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Table 25 Canonical discriminant function of men's childbirth involved roles

Value Correlation Lambda !

To assess the predictive accuracy of the function, a classification

matix is developed. The result from Table 26 shows that the overall percentages of

cases corectly classified into two groups by the predictor variable is 65.6. The

classification result also shows that of 37 cases in separating group (1), 22 cases

-

were predicted correctly to be members of group 1(59.5percent). While 15 (40.5

percent) were a.ssigned incorrecfly to sharing group. Similarly, 214 0f 323 (66.3

percent) of the sharing group were identified correctly, and 109(33.7 percent) were

misclassified.

Table 26 Classification results of men's childbirth involved roles

t

I

Actual group Number of cases Predicted group membership

Separating sharing

separating

sharing

37

323

22(se.s%)

r0e(33.7%)

ts(40.s%)

214(66.3%)

t

Percent of "grouped" cases correctly classified 65.6%

The findings supportthe hypothesis that the mature love affect men sharing

in childbirth involved roles.Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University
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5.5 Summary of the factors determined men's roles in reproductive process

With regard to men's roles, the set of variables that took together to

discriminate men's sharing roles throughout the reproductive process are: (1)

egalitarian gender role norm opinion, and (2) couple shared housework

The variables discriminated men's sharing roles in sexuality are: (l)

egalitarian gender role norm opinion, (2) husband's higher level of education

compared to parfrter, and (3) couple shared housework

The variables discriminated men's sharing roles in pregnancy period are:

(1) mature love, (2) androgynous personality, and (3) couple shared housework

At last, the variables discriminated men's sharing in childbirth is maflre

love. The data summ arized, asTable 27.

--"r&

,;1,"
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Table 27 Summary of results by men's roles and 10 discriminating variables

reproductive process

Discriminating Variables

role norm opinion

personality

on sexuality

occupation

reproduction and family related

matters

It is included that the findings support the hypothesis that the premarital

love relation, psychosocial and gender power relation affect men's roles in

reproductive process but with a different level.

I

I

*
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CHAPTER VI

DISCUSSION

The findings of the study previously presented were the analysis on men's

roles in reproductive process and factors determined men's roles derived from both

the survey findings and the indepth interview.

The findings clearly showed that Thai men still keep distance from

reproductive process. They share more in reproductive roles, less in sexuality roles.

They keep distance from reproductive proceSs because of their patriarchal gender

role norm and less shared housework. They share less in sexuality roles not only

because of their patriarchal gender role norm and less shared housework, but also

their lower level of education, especially in term of sex educatibn. They share more

on reprodgctive roles because of the mature love, androgynousi personality and

more shared housework.

Fnrthermore, the issues to be discussed are divided into 2 parts regarding to

the research objectives as follows.

6.1 Men's roles in reproductive process

6.2 Factors determined men's roles in reproductive process

i

ii

+
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6.1 Men's roles in reproductive process

Men's roles by mean of roles as supportive sex parhers and fathers were

discussed on sexuality, pregnant supportive and childbirth involved roles as

follows.

6.1.1 Men's sexuality roles

Once lack of information on men's reproductive roles, but socially

accepted male sex promiscuity, overemphasized female responsibility for

contraceptive used pregnancy and child care (Greene, 1997:9). Thus it was not

snrprising that the finding was quite the same. Only one- seventh of respondents

(13.9 percent) perforrred sharing role in the overall reproductive process.

When 3 subsets in reproductive process were considered, only 15.3

percent of respondents performed sharing sexuality roles. That the patriarchal

gender role norm opinion was found to be the dominant factor significantly

affecting men's separating roles.

Not only the gender role norm, but also the gender power relation

was found to affect men's sexuality roles. Men with higher education compared to

partner teuded to perform sharing sexuality roles.

It should be concluded that Thai men's sexuality roles still were

separating, not supportive and responsible. That men's power in sexuality as

traditional still exists. Since sexuality was structured by socialization, then re-

socialization process through better information and education in sexual related

sharing issues would etrcourage men's roles more on sexual supportive partners and

responsible behaviors.

I

I
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Furthernore, sexuality are learned, not primary inlluenced by

biological factors but socio-cultural agents. Sexuality is learned, especially by men,

from the old pattern of socialization. They lacked of some information for new

socialization. Results from both the sr.uvey and the interview indicated that only

few ef[orts of sex role leaming present in the new modem ways.

Sex roles were learned not by the way of sex education but sex

arousement which induced more separating roles. In addition, more than half of

respondents never be consulted or trained about sex. Men perceived that it was not

men's way of lifestyle to consult :r fiain about sex and also there was no sex

problems at all. Not only sex but also their general health was also ignored.

Another men's sexuality role was a contraceptive use. The result

seemed to show that men emphasized the use of contraceptive method for the

purpose of birth control than the family planning. They concerned more sex for

pleasure than sex for procreation. Since they were not ready for family forrration,

almesl all were r:nmaried and cohabited. Therefore, contraceptive used is quite the

women's concer& men, then, were excluded and made the requirement.

6.1.2 Men's pregnant supportive roles

That was to learn how men dealt with their spouses' pregnancy and

the onset of fatherhood. The study provides some information on male reproductive

roles. Results showed that men performed more sharing roles in pregnant

supportive and childbirth involved roles (reproductive roles).

Pregnancy is the time that men begin to consider their self-image as

fathers. The survey result indicated that more than half of respondents (60.6

I

,
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percent) reported the onset of paternal click as wives' pregnancy. Pregnancy time,

thus, is an important period to develop men's consciousness participating in child

care as their children are their focus of attention.

It was interesting to note why men concerned more on spouses' health even

though they did not take care of their own health and how they act to support their

wives. It was fouod that the mature love, androgynous personality, and more

housework shared siguificantly affected men's sharing in pregnancy supportive

roles.

From both the survey and interview, we 
,learn 

more about men's

experiences in supporting their spouses, for instance, sharing more on household

chores that they had never done before, helping wives as developing moming

sickness, talking gently, finding the favorite food, and trying to reduce or stop

sdoking. Men paid more attention on children. Their sexual activities were

diminished and stopped after 34 months of pregnancy, because they fear of coitus

harming to the fetus. But they did less about accompanying wives to antenatal

clinic and mother class including discussing how to care the child and the safer sex.

The result also showed that men felt less frustated when wives

refuse to have sex during pregnancy period than the time prior the pregnancy. This

was bgcause ihey care more for the children but they seldom express or let anybody

knew 
-even their spouses about this. Therefore, it is interesting to learn also how

men cope with their sex desire when there was no sex with others or wives refuse.

I

I

a

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



o

Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D(Population Education) I 139

It is found that men do various ways to decrease or cooling down the

sex desires as follows.

6.1.2.1 The masturbation done

6.1.2.2 Self control, pay more attention to the child, aware and care

for the child such as touching and talking with fetus in spouses' womb.

6.1.2.3 Talking with wife, some kidding words.

6.1.2.4 Hobbies done such as reading books, watching the television,

exercising, singing.

6.1.2.5 More work done.

6.1.2.6 Alcohol drinking in order for easier sleeping.

However-the existing health services did not supported men to

participate in this period. Men were excluded from the mother class or any medical

advice even they also accorirpanied their spouses to hospitals. They were

interviewed that the mothers and children would have better health if men attended

medical advice together with the spouses.

From this point of view, men were treated as strangers. They, then,

think that reproduction was not concemed to them. This false stereotype of

dominating men limited their opportunity to obtain information about conect and

supportive sexuality and reproductive roleS which lead to men's separating roles. It

is quite different from the practice in the old Thai tradition before the

westernization influences. On the other hand, the existing of paternal and fetal

attachment behavior during pregnancy is observable. It is supposed to be positively

correlated with the strength of marital relationship and the continuation of further

care through childbirth and child care.
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6.1.3 Men's childbirth involved roles

The father participation in birth period is not quite common. in

Thailand, except in a few private hospitals. Men waited separately until the birth

was announced. They were excluded because of the hospital regulations. Therefore,

an excellent opportunity of the study was to examine not father attendance at birth

but as early as father faced their newborns.

It is believed that early father-infant interaction might make the

quality of his subsequent parenting May & Perrin, 1985: 69). Men's childbirth

experiences were touching and talking to their newborns and discussing the rutme

oftl" newborns. They did less on holding, kissing and discussing how to care the

children.

However the result from both the survey and interview indicated that

men performed more sharing role in childbirth. Although they were afraid of

holding the newborns, since they were not taught to do that. Fathers expressed

themselves on the emotional ties to their newborns. The bonding between father

and child occurred. They felt of nurtr:rance, protectiveness, and responsibility.

This finding also strongly supported from the survey result on

factors affected men's sharing roles in childbirth. Men with mature love tended to

perform more sharing roles. The main conclusion i3 that instead of emphasized

more on male's sex promiscuity, it is wortliy emphasizing on the positive new

model image of sharing roles in reproductive roles and advocate more sharing roles

in sexuality tbrough new socializatton process.
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6.1.4 Men's roles throughout the reproductive process

Again, only one-seventh of respondents (13.9 percent) performed

sharing roles in overall reproductive process. The findings lend support to the

reseuch problem about the "distant father syndrome". It significantly has its roots

on social construct of gender. Factors related to social construct of gender

determined men's roles in reproductive process. Men who had the opinions on

gender role norm as egalitarian type and the balance wife-husband shared

housework tended to perfonn sharing roles. Factors determined men's roles are

more discussed on later section.

6.1.5 Gender perspectives on men's roles in reproductive process

On the process of analysis, the differences of couple concems and

their interaction provide insight information to learn more men's roles in

reproductive proeess. Therefore gender perspectives are needed to analyze men's

roles in reproductive process from men's report and spouses' perception on men's

contribution to their concen$.

The Programme of Action ICPD is clear in its committnrent to

reducing gender inequality. Thus, it is an attempt to include the perception and

behaviors of both men and women in order to understand a particular issue or

behaviors.

Sexuality and reproduction are gendered activities within household.

Family constructs gender in their daily operatious. A gender applied to sexuality

and reproduction implies the ways men and women interact and explaining existing

differeuce both in meaning and behaviors. That why gender perspectives would be
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applied to r:nderstand men's sexuality and reproductive roles. Thus the study

examine the women's perception and men's behaviors on men's roles in

reproductive process.

Yet, men own reports a checklist of sexuality, pregnancy and

childbirth involved roles comparing to their spouses' perceptions on husbands'

activities showed that men and their spouses reported differently in men's sexuality

roles and. throughout the reproductive process.

Gender perspectives on sexuality and reproduction were still

Eaditionatly remained. Men gained more power in sexuality. Sexual behaviors were

considered as men's concers, and male denomination (Gross, 1978: S7-107).

While the contraceptive used and reproduction were womsn's primary concems.

Although taditionat sexuality still existed, the reproductive roles tend to be

changed in positive way. Some factors were relevant to affect men's roles.

6.2 Factors determined men's roles in reproductive process

This section are discussed more on factors both sig4ificantly determined

and not determined men's roles in reproductive process.

6.2.1 Factors determined men's roles throughout the reproductive

process

Men's roles throughout the reproductive process were significantly -

determined by gender role norm opinion and their power relation relative to their

spouses in term of couple shared housework. Under the feminist theory of gender

and other theoretical rationales (Anmandale&Clark, 1996: 1744;

Greene&Biddlecome, 1998: l-34; Napaporn Havanon, l98l: abstract; Scanzoni,
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1976:677-690;Tong, 1989: 11-38), they supported that gender role norm opinion

through the socialization process affected the roles of men in reproductive process'

Among the six variables of men and women power relation, couple

shared housework was another variable which determined men's roles throughout

the reproductive process. under the theoretical bases, men tend to dominate in

senrality and reproduction since they gain more power than their spouses (Collin,

1995: 184-185).

This finding supported the scientific view in term of couple shared

Housework. Men with less shared housework tend to perform separating roles and

men with balancing shared housework tend to perform more sharing roles'

It was interesting also to note why the other factors studied did not

affect men's roles tbroughout the reproductive process.

Firstly, the premarital love relation, even the survey result showed

quite high percent of the mafire love of men to their spouses, but it, in fact, did not

affect men's roles throughout the reproductive process. When it was considered

through the in-depth result, it came up with the answer that men's love and

affection developed as their wife got pregnant including with another survey result

showed that their paternal click as their wives, not during they performed sexuality

roles.

Men separate sex from affection. Sex from love and affection is a

defense against male vulnerabillty, otherwise they become dependent on their

parurer (Gross, 1985: l-37). These. were the reasons why love affected not men's

roles throughout the reproductive process.
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The androgynous personality was another variable that did not affect

men's roles throughout the reproductive process. According to the psychological

constuction of androgyny to person who combine of feminine and masculine

attributes (Bem, 19787: 196; Kaplan&Sedney, 1980: 3-31; Spence&Helmreich,

1978: 17-18), sexuality roles were male-dominated socialization

(Anmandale&Clark, 1996: 1744; Greene&Biddlecome, 1998: 1-34; and Gross,

1985: l-37; Tong, 1989: 11-33). Therefore, men's roles throughout the

reproductive process were not affected by the androgynous personality.

Perception on sexuality and reproduction was a variable that

significantly did not affect any men's roles in reproductive process.

Perception is the psychological process related to learning

experiences and influenced by the socialization. Men's perception was emphasized

on the provider's roles. This finding could be explained under the theoretical

rationale, the empirical bases and the finding of this study. According to Chamnien

Choungchot (1982: 5-6) and Schermerborn (1982 409410), the perception

influences individuals differently whether tley are socialized through the same

social nonns or not. Perception is related to learning experiences. Similarly,

learning enhances the perception developed.

With regard to the study of Jordan (1990: 11-16) on expectant and

new fatherhood indicated that men's perception on sexuality and reproduction as a

father-to-be wffr limited because of no role models to assist them in taking on.the

role of active and involved parent.
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In addition with the finding of this study supported the rationales

above that men are limited both role model and men's learning experiences in

sexuality and reproduction. They were seldom trained or consulted. They did not

access to information and services in relation to sexuality and reproduction

according to their gender role norm as women's reproductive concems.

Therefore, men's learning experiences increase not because of men's

better perception on sexuality and reproduction. Men's report on good perception

on sexuality and reproduction, but less significantly distinguished men than gender

role nonn opinion and other factors. l

Lastly, amorg the six variables of the gender power relation factor,

in terms of income, occupation, age, education and couple decision made, {east

power distinguish between the men groups could be explained trnder the theoretical

rationale, the empirical bases and the finding of this study.

- 
According to collins (1985: 184-lg5) and UNDp's srudy on gender,

nrban development and housing (1996: 1l-15) indicated that the spouses with more

age, income, occupation, and education tend to dominate in far.rily roles, except

among the lower-working class since they have fewer socio-economic power.

with regard to men groups of this study, it is also an exception,

since these men have low socio-economic status and their relative power in terms

of income, age, occupation, and education are not large. Husband-wife's age gap is

only 3 years, the income.is 500 Baht different, and both mostly work as workers or

officers in the factories and companies, including their education level.
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In case of couple decision made also explained that couple

differences in decision are not large which means less important than other

predictors. This reveals that there is not larger gap in terms of income, occupation,

age, education and couple decision made. Therefore, these 5 variables did not

significantly affect the men's roles throughout the reproductive process.

6.2.2 F actors determined menrs sexuality roles

The finding on sexuality roles looked the same as men's roles

throughout the reproductive process, the separating roles. Factors affected men's

sexuality were also quite the same as of gender role norm opinion and couple

shared housework, including the men's higher education level.

Therefore, the explanation on variables affected men's sexuality

roles in terms of gender role norm opinion and couple shared housework were the

same. Includiag the variables did not affect men's sexuality roles in terms of the

premarital love relation, tlle androgynous personality, the perception on sexuality

and reproduction, income, occupation, age, and couple decision were the same

explanation as men's roles throughout the reproductive process. Except the men's

highereducation level was needed to be explained more in details why it affected

men's sexuality roles.

Among the six variables of gendo power relation, only two of them;

men's higher education level compared to parhrers and couple shared housework

were significantly affected men's sexuality roles. It meant that with regard to men's

higher education level compared to partners, men tend to perform more sharing

roles. -
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This finding did not support the scientific view that the spouses with

more education tend to dominate in family roles, except among the lower-working

class (Collins, 1985: 184-185 and UNDP,1996:11-15).

With regard to men groups of this study, it is also an exception,

since these men have low socio-economic status and their relative power in terms

of income, age, occupation, and education are not large. Husband-wife's age gap is

only 3 years, the income is 500 Batrt different, and both mostly work as workers or

officers in the factories and companies, including their education level.

In spite of the small gap of education, it was also affected men's

' roles in opposite direction of the theoretical bases. It is also explained from the

-survey and the in-depth results that even both are in the same level of education,

but men'and women were differently accessible in sexual and reproductive

information. Men's higher education level compared to parfirers, then, significantly

determined msn's sexuality roles.

6.2.3 F actors determined men,s pregnancy supportive roles

Factors significantly determined men's pregnancy supportive roles

were the premarital love relation, the personality and couple shared housework All

variables affected men's preguncy supportive roles in positive way. The meaning

were that-men with the matr.re love, the androgynous personalrty and the balance

couple shared housework tended to perform the sharing pregnancy supportive roles.
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The premarital love relation, both the survey and in-depth result

indicated quite clear that almost all were unmarried and cohabited, they also had

the mature love. Either men plar:ned or not for farnily formation. The couple

committed their marital status with love and affection but not either the tadition or

legislation.They focus more on children and family in the funne.

Men's love and affection developed as their wife got pregnant

including with another survey result showed that their patemal click as their wives

got pregnant. It implied that the mature love gradually developed but it was less

than that they perceived themselves to be fathers.

Mature-love is defined as genuine care for the other person while

preserving one's own_honesty and respect one's own rights (Collin, l9g5: 101-

104). The love means to give care, affection and supportive to the other while

allowing a breathing space fbr their own independence, respect the others' righg

tnrst each others and better communication (saisr:ree Jutikul, l9g5: 15-23).

However this finding was supported by the study on gender relations

and womea' economic security in Thai family (Moragot Srisuk, 1999: 35-88). It

was found that patriarchal ideology seemed to be changed with regard to the

husband paid attention more love and aflection to his wife and children, especially

when wife got siclg got pregnant or gave birth. The men would then shared

housework, support wives and participated more in family roles.

Those who belong to androgynous personality would then be one

model of new men's attibutes with more adaptive, better adjusted, assertive and

compassionate both provider and nurturer- roles (Bem , 1977: 196; Kaplan& Sydney,

1980: 3-3lspence& Helmreich, 1978: 17-18), thus the higher percentage found
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(4L.1 percent) of the androgynous personality among the respondents. It

significantly determined men's sharing roles in pregnancy supportive roles.

The couple shared housework was another variable significantly

determined men's pregnancy supportive roles. The finding supported the scientific

view in term of couple shared housework. Men with balance shared housework

tend to perform more sharing roles. The result from in-depth also supported the

survey finding that men shared more housework that they never did before during

pregnancy period.

addition, the study on gender relations and women, economic

secr-rity in Thai family (Moragot Srisuk, 1999: 85-88) foturd that patriarchal

ideology seemed to be changed with regard to the husband paid more attention on

love and affection to their wife and children, especially when wife got sick, got

pregnant or gave birth. The men would then shdred housework, supported wives

and participated more in family roles.

However, it was interesting to note also why not the other 7

variables; gender role nomt opinion, percepion on sexuality and reproduction, the

gender power relation in term of age, income, occupation, education and couple

decision made did not affect men's pregnancy supportive roles.

Even Thai men's gender role norms are characterized by both

patriarchal gender role norms among those trban eliie and egalitarian gender role

noms among the nral people (Amara pongsapich, 1997: 26-27). Since the rapid

change of Thai society at present time, Thai gender role norms among married

couples in urban area found were changed to more egalitarian role. According to
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Moragot Srisuk (1999:85-88), gender role norm opinion was loosen among men at

this period

Perception on sexuality and reproduction and the gender

power relation in term of age, income, occupation, education and couple decision

made, could be explained the same as men's roles throughout the reproductive

process.

6.2.4Factors determined men,s childbirth involved roles

Premarital love relation was only one variable significanfly

determined men's childbirth involved roles. It could be explained tre same as the

pregnancy supportive roles. The in-depth result strongly supportedlhat the father

and newborn bonding happened. This meant that as men love and paid more

attention on child, they tended to perform more sharing childbirth involved ioles.

The other 9 variables did not significantly determined men's

childbirth involved roles, because only meu love and bond with the child, the

patriarchal ideologies were loosen and their gender power relation had no meaning

to their roles. This finding was supported by Ferree (1990: 868). It indicated that

the greater men's family roles were depended on couple's meaning defined. If
couple caried the meaning of doing housework as the expression of love and Qare,

both parbrers would share this task, on the contary, if the meaning of

subordination, both stmggle to avoid it.
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Thus the finding supported the hypothesis that 3 factors studied, the

premarital love relation, the psycho-social and gender power relation, were

significantly determined men's roles in a different level.

Fr.rthermore, something leamed from this study was that shared

housework is the core of predictor that made patiarchal gender role norm loosen. It

leads to men's sharing roles in reproductive process. While mature love is another

predictor that did not determine men's sharing reproductive roles in terms of

pregnancy and childbirth involved roles but it determined men's sexuality roles if
men were more accessible in sexual and reproductive infonnation and services.

Men as sex supportive partner with love and affection contributed meaningful tiad

relation of men, women and child.

The conclusion and recommeirdation will be presented in the next

chapter.
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CHAPTER YII

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

7.1 CONCLUSION

Since the complementary family roles, the closeness and flexibility in

gender relation among Thai women and men were affected by the westemization

influences and substantiated by the sharply division of labor. Women are

homemakers and men are income earners outside the household. Women and

children seem to be independent to men. Men's roles in family, then, keep distance

not only from family's roles but also the reproductive roles.

That Thai complementary and closeness relationship has changed greatly

regarding to feminine gender role norms socializes women to perform the double

roles of provider and nurturer. Care of the children become a problem and

questioned that why men have not increasing their family roles, especially-child

care in response to their wives' increased in the labor force.

Thus far, I argue the "distant father syndrome" or men's under involvement

with their children might have its root in lack of men's experiences throughout the

reproductive process.

" The men's opporhrnity for closed, nurturing, loving relationship with

children was limited along the initial phase of reproduction; sexuality to

reproductive outcome (children).
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To increase men's involvement in childcare benefit both empowering the

women and the limitation of children; both the feminist and population goals,

redefining men's gender roles as loving, responsible and supportive men to be

throughout the reproductive process, from sexuality to reproduction, must be

encotrraged.

A large number of research reports claimed a variety of men's involvement

in reproductive Process. The benefit is not only for the subsequent parenting but

also for HIV protection, shorter and easier labor, healthier mother and child, child

growth and development, and family strengths. Men's own health is also benefited

for longer life expectancy.

Does it benefit enough to revolutionize the Thai belief that .o a good,,

husband and father would not be only provider but would participate in a physical

and emotional expression of love and affection throughout the reproductive process

and childcare?

Is it men job?: the roles in reproductive process, then, intends to exarnine

men's roles in reproductive process whether it is the patriarchal-separating roles or

egalitarian-sharing roles. Identiffing the selected determinants affecting men,s

roles are also examined to understand more why men performed such roles.

The reproductive health agenda-of the 1994 ICPD pOA and the feminist

theory of gender are two main conceptualizations guide the understanding of how

and why men acted tbroughout the reproductive process to improve women,s health

and status. These concepts suggested that men performed different roles either the

separating or sharing roles. Such men's roles are influenced by the social constn:ct

of gender and gender power relation.
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To achieve the research objectives, then, the quantitative method was

mainly applied and verified by the qualitative approach.

The population was mainly men in Bangkok who experienced the early

years of ma:riage and entry into parenthood, in which concerned more on sexuality

and reproductive activities. These activities can affect men's health, their spouses

and oftspring, feminist goal of empowering women and population goal of limiting

children. Thus, approximately 60,000 men whose wives gave their first birth in the

govemment hospitals of Bangkok Mefiopolitan, whom were greatly afflected by the

westernization were studied. The sample size was 360 men. Since men and women

interaction are vitally important fol reproductive outcome, then 360 men's spouses

were included.

The instruments used in the study were the husband self-administered

questionnaire, the wife's questionnaire arid the in-depth iaterview guidelines. The

husbands' questionnaire consisted of 8 parts. Thc last part contained 3 subsets of

men's sharing role activities. Then, 15 activities of sexuality roles, 19 activities of

pregnant supportive roles, and 8 activities of childbirth involved roles were

measured. Therefore, the overall men's roles in reproductive process comprised 42

activities. The wife's questionnaire was the statements on men's roles in

reproductive process of 42 activities. A separate 
-answering of men and their

spouses was done to avoid each other's influeirces on the response given.

The nurses in 5 hospitals distributed the questionnaire to the respondents

and their spousies. Those nurses were well inform3d by the investigators. The

investigator distributed the questionnaire in the other hospital left. Finally atlzl

respondents in 6 hospitals were in-depth interviewed by the investigator. Because

C

I

t

I

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



t

Fac.of Grad. Studies, MahidolUniv. Ed.D(Population Education) / 155

of the sensitive issues of both the survey and the interview, the ethical

consideration was also made. The completed data from survey was then analyzed

by the progam SPSS /PC+ for windows version 7.5. Statistic used were

frequencies, percentages, arithmetic means, standard deviation and stepwise

discriminant analysis. Data from in-depth interview was also contents analyzed.

The results significantly demonstate as follows.

8.1.1 For the distant men's involvement in reproductive process,

only l/7 of men performed sharing roles in reproductive process. This finding

proves what the investigator argue that men's distance from child care was rooted

in their distant throughout the reproductive process. 
.

The study further suggested that traditional sex role still existed.

Men performed more (alnost all) separating-roles in sexuality, but shared more on

reproductive roles. Men are not sexual supportive, loving, and responsible partners.

Men's sexuality role is biologically restricted to the initial phase of reproduction.

Although taditional sexuality still exists, the reproductive roles

tend to be changed. Many variations are evident. Socially accepted the role for

women as providers, half of the women employed. Men do more sharing of

haditional household work. More than half of men accept egalitarian gender role

noun. Almost half of men (41.1 percent) had androgynous personality, only 16.7

percent to be masculine. Alternative marital life patterns are becoming more

corlmon for cohabitation which both partrers prefer emotional relationship to

taditional. or legislative ones.

8.1.2 Furtheunore, the gender role norm and gender power relation

significantly determined men's sexuality roles. While the reproductive roles either
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the pregnant supportive or childbirth involved roles, not the gender role norm

affected men's roles but the love relation, androgynous personality, and the balance

of gender power relation in terms of couple shared housework. Education is found

to be the one important factor af8ected men's roles in sexuality. The more education

the men have, the more sexuality roles the men perfonn.

8.1.3 Gender perspectives on men's roles in reproductive process

also lend strpport to the finding above that men and women had quite different

perception in sexuality but not the reproduction. Both perceive that reproduction is

women's concems-

In addition, the in-depth interview indicated that rrcn who

performed as supportive, loving, responsible partners paid more attention pn child

during pregnancy and childbirth period. This tends to improve the quality of

subsequent parenting. Issues on how men act to support women are quitg genddr

sensitive information for educating men.

Nevertheless, the findings aimed to encourage more men,s

involvement in reproductive process. Qhanges in men's involvement would

necessary be either "good or bad" in themselves. Clearly each couple must weight

the potential costs and benefits in light of their own marital shares and family goals.
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8.2 The body of knowledge gained from this study

The major findings, lead to some practical implementations, are as follows.

8.2.1 Men's sharing roles throughout the reproductive process as supportive

sex parher and father with love and affection would lead men's committed child

care through the pathway of premarital mature love , supportive sex partner

+ care and talking to child during pregnancy period* talking and holding

with newborn-> father's feeling of bonding, nurturance, protectiveness, and

responsible father + committed child care in the long run.

8.2.2 The coping stategies on sex behavior control whether in case of

pregnancy or not.

8.2.3 The matue love promoted among adolescents would lead to famity

formation strenghtS.

8.2.4 Love and affection lead men to be more supportive and responsible

sex partner and father.

8.2.5 That child is the primary focal point of men's attention, leads men to

have more child care.

8.2.6 Education is a powerful factor that affects men's sharing roles.

8.2.7 Farnily relation pattem is shifted from faditional and social norrr to

personal and gender atrairs and tied them together with emotional commitrnent

(love) and responsibility.

8.2.8 Re-socialization will be done by way of men's sharing roles in

reproductive process instead of men' sexual promiscuity.

The roles in reproductive process should be finally concluded that men's

roles in reproductive process is still far from the achievement of performance
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required r:nder the ICPD concepts. Men's sharing roles defined as grade B. Various

interventions are then recommended to keep men closer to the reproductive

process.

7.3 Recommendations

The findings do have clear implications for social policy makers, educators,

and health professions to facilitate more men's sharing roles in sexuality and

maintain men's sharing roles in reproduction. In general, the recommendations

needed for the futr.re changes flgwn from two general themes. 
.

Firs! there is strong evidence that men performed more separating in

sexuality, but sharing roles in reproduction. They lacked of available information

on sex and gender education but sex arousement. Their patriarchal gender role

noun still exists, additionally, with the higher power relation in income and

occupation. Re-socialization practices of parents, teachers, peer, and health

professions including the society as a whole are needed.

Second, Available data suggest that the more education, the more men's

sharing roles in reproductive process, especially in sexuality roles. Mature love is

another factor that affected men's sharing in reproductive roles even not in

sexuality. To be sexual supportive and responsible partrrers, love factor is needed to

be promoted. More specific implications of these overall themes are presented as

follows.
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7.3.1 Implication for social changes

7.3.1.1 Paid family leave. Not only maternity leave, but paternity

leave or additional formal birth leave, known as "daddy day" when father could

take a leave initially after childbirth for five or seven days.

7.3.1.2 Flexible working horus

7 .3.1.3 Subsidized childcare

7.3.1.4 Working mothers are encouraged to raise the power relation

in occupation status and income.

7.3.1.5 The family or population policy makers should be informed

forthe new images of men's sharing roles.

7.3.2 Implication for educators and health profesiionals

Since the education tends to have a "liberalizing or egalitarian"

effects in many schemes of beliefs and behaviors; gender differentiation should be

not excepted. Gender roles are learned (Scanzoni, 1975: 27). The result also

indicates quite clear that there is less sex inequality in education than occupation

world. Once learned, gender differentiation is explored. The new social image of

masculine will be redefined "success" in a new model concept of sharing roles in

reproductive process and childcare

Educators and health professionals have good opportunity to help

prospective father (and mother) understand their roles throughoUt the reproductive

process as follows.

7.3.2.1The course in higfr school and college, prenatal and parent

education are offered by hospitals and edueational institutions.

I

t

I

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



a

Mukda Samnuanklang Conc-lusion /160

Instead of sex education, love education is recommended,

specifically, on how men act as serual supportive, loving, and responsible partrrers.

Gender sensitive education is also included. Not only information providing but

also raising their consciousness awareness to be more effective marital couple and

parents is needed. Some specific maried skills such as efflective two-way

communication, and sex with love, are also encouraged to learn and understand

each other needs.

7.3.2.2 Free and altemative sexual-reproductive services would be

available for both men and women as a co-joint approach.

7.3.2.3 Men would be allowed to attend premarital, mother class or

specific father class. The institutional routines and policies that restrict men's

participation in pregnancy and childbirttr should be also revised. The preparation

class for new mothers after the childbirth should be included with the new fathers.

Possible benefits include the direct demonstation of basic childcare techniques,

providing an opportunif for observing other new parents interacting with their

infants including the opportunity to share ideas, experiences, and problem of

becoming parents. Finally, they experience how to care the newborrs.

7.3.3 Implication for additional research

Recommendations for futr:re study on men's roles in reproductive

process can be made with respect to needed improvements in research design and to

specific topics. $/ith regard to the key finding is the initial trend on committed

childcare as the study aimed to find out. Men focus more on child during pregnancy

period and act something never done before in order to save and care the child. The

t
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attachment and bonding found to occur as early as they met the children with the

effect of the mature love. This evidence confirm trend on further childcare. But no

evidence to predict on the limitation of the child, because these men have not

experienced yet with the childcare. Then it is needed for additional research

whether men have the experiences of parenting prefer for the child limit or not.

Needed improvement in research design in this area include: (l)

study with larger and more representative samples of Thai men; (2) studies with

data collection extending to the first year of fatherhood; (3) other variables needed

such as their residence, value on child, the migration status and type of the family;

(4) a longitudinal study to examine their father-child relationship.

Areas that have been little studied to date and that provide valuable.

infonnation include: (l) the examination of experiences of the second-child father

to see the effect of their previous experiences on the roles; (2) the effect of men's

roles in reproductive process on the subsequent quahty of childcare; (3) the in-

depth studied on trnwanted child and wife; (4) the in-depth interview of women and

men contraceptive used essentially on pill taken; (5) the teenage father.

7.3.4 Implication for advance theory

This finding strongly supported the Marxist feminist theory of

gender, that whenever women gain more power in public sphere, the men would

share more in domestic sphere. In addition, regarding to Tong (1989: 11-35)

reference to the feminist theory of gender, the intimate heterosexual love is the

ultimate cause of oppression for all women. The finding indicates the way to free

women from this oppression by mean of the matrue love developed to their spouses

t
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and offspring. The liberal feminist radically and psychologically advocates the

androgynous personality and dual parenting. Lastly according to postmodern

feminism, Ferree (1990: 868) hypothesized that men's family roles depended on

couple,s meaning. If couple perceive more their love relation, they will share more,

but if they perceive the subordination, they will try to escape.

The findings also strongly support not only the theory but also

advance the theory. To liberate women and also men from the culturally cages of

masculine and feminine, the study suggests a mature love initiated, men's

androgynous personality, balance power relation and more men's involvement in

sexuatity and r.eproduction.

Beyond this, to weaken the patriarchal ideologY, the education is

crucial, since gender roles are learned.

In coriclusion, the proposed changes in pattern of new socialization

and education of men and women as recommended will lead to increased

alternatives and benefit for individuals of both sexes and society as a whole in the

long run.

7.4The limitation of the study found

7.4.1 With regard to the sample of the study, even it represents the male

population in Bangkok,-the study has missed men who did not visit their wives

dgring the times of data collection. Some refused answering due to the sensitivity

of the topic in ttre questionnaire. One of them was not permitted to answer by the

mother-in-law, even he, himself, was willing to answer.
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Thus men in the study were quite the ones who participate in

reproductive process depended on the degree of participation. These constraints,

however, cannot lead to serious distortion of findings. The results of this study,

then, provide information on men's roles among men who visited their spouses at

the hospitals.

7.4.2 Withregard to the limitation of each hospital's regulations, the study

is permitted to collect data from those men whose wives were admitted at the

general unit of patient wards. The private wards were excluded. Then the result

provides information more on

Bangkok.

the middle to lower class of the population in
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APPENDIX B-1 The self-administered questionnaires for husband and wife

The Roles of Men in Reproductive Process

Respondent No. Husband

Dateofdataobtained. ........Nameofhospital
Neme of distibutor... ..

Part 1 The.family background

l. The following questions, you will be asked about your family background
1.1 your age is. ...years old, and your wife's age is ..years old

. 1.2 your age at first marriage is... ........years old, and your wife's age at first
marriage is .........years old

1.3 your marital status
O marriage ceremony with legal license
O mariage ceremony without legal license
O no marriage ceremony but legal license
O cohabiting

1.4 you and your wife's year of schooling completed
1.4.1 yourself is Onone

01-6 years O7-l2years 013-14 years

015-16 years Ol7-18 years O more than 18 years
l.4.2yottr wife is Onone

0l-6 yeaxs 07-12 years 013-14 years

015-16 years 017-18 years O more than 18 years
1.5 you and your wife's occupation previlege

1.5.1 yourself is O non-working O government officer Oagricultwe
Omerchant Oworker in factory or company
Ooffrcer in factory or company
Oadministrator in factory or company
O labor O other. ........(speciff)

1.5.2 your wife is O non-working O govemment officer Oagriculture
Omerchant Oworker in factory or company
Oofficer in factory or company
Oadministator in factory or company
O labor O other. ........(specifr)

1.6 you and yoru wife's monthly income
1.6.1 yourself is. Batrt/month
1.6.2 your wife is. .. . .. . .Baht/month

I
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Part ii Men's premarital love relation to their wives

2.1 How long did you and your wife know each other before you decided to spend
yotn marital lives together? ...... .... ....years.. . ... .. ....months
2.2How frequent did you and your wife(as loving partner) meet each other?

O Most frequent O frequent O quite frequent O seldom O none
2.3 Didboth of you and your wife practise premarital se activities?

O Most frequent O frequent O quite frequent O seldom O none
2.4To what extent did yow love with yotr wife before married actually happen?
Please indicate / correctly under the following five-point scale of each statement
you agree or disagree with the given statements below.

t

{r

o

statements Most More Moderate Less Least

l) Just seerng your wite(once was
yor:r lovemate and the following
statements her wtll be used instead)
excited you

2) You telt trustated whenever your
wife missed the appointment
,) Your wrte always begged your
pardon
4) You always gave her presents or
did anything she requested
5) You were expected your love for
her to last for the rest of your live
6) you were cornmitted to
maintaining y<ir:r relationship with
her
'l) EYen \Mhen she was hard to deal
with, you remained committed to
your relation.

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



a

Fac. of Grad. Studies, MahidolUniv. Ed.D(Population Educatio n) I 17 7

Part iii Men's gender role norm opinion

3.1 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the given statements. Please
indicate / conectly under the following five-point scale: strongly agree (SA), agree
(A), undecided (tf, disagree (D), and strongly disagree (SD).

t

i*

a

Statements Degree of the opinion
SA A U D SD

l) Husband should be the head of the
family
2) The most important wife's duty if to
take care of husband and children
3) Husband should share equally in the
responsibilities of child care

4) Husband should share equally in
household chores such as cooking
cleaning, and washing
5) Compared to the elephant's,legs.
Thai proverb, a wife represents the hind
leg that always follow a husband who
represent the front legs
O) Wrte anct husbanct shoulct equally
shared decision made on any family 

-

related matters
7) Wife should have theirown decision
to choose the job
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t Part iv Men's personality characteristics

4.1 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the given statements. Please
indicate / correctly under the following five-point scale: strongly agree (SA), agrce
(A), undecided (U), disagree (D), and stongly disagree (SD).

t

*

Characteristics Degree of the opinion
SA A U D SD

l) tbel very superior
2) independent
3) emotional
4) submissive
5) not at all excitable in a major crisis
6) active
7) able to devote self completely to
others
8) genfle

9) helpful to others
10) competitive
11) home oriented
12) kind
tJ) hlghly needtul of other's approval
14) t-eeling easily hwt
15) aware of feeling of others
16) can make decision easily
17) self-confident
1E) warm relation with others
19) stong need for security
ZU) stand up well under pressure

2l) understanding of others

*
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Part v Men's perception on sexuality and reproduction

5.1 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the given statements on safer sex,
contaieptive used and the meaning of husband and father. Please indicate /
correctly under the following five-point scale: stongly agree (SA), agree (A),
undecided (U), disagree (D), and strongly disagree (SD).

5.2 When should it be the starting point to perform father roles? (one response is
allowed)
O since being lovers O after the marriage O pregnant period O childbirttr
O the grown up child O others........(speciff)

*

+

Statements Degree of the opinion
SA A U D SD

l) Your meaning regarding to sex act is
the husband and wife expression of
love and affection
2) Your meaning regarding to sex act is
reproduction
3) Your meaning regarding to sex act is
the husband and wife expression of
sex drives
4) Sater sex acts mean condom used
whenever sex practised

5) Only men axe the ones who initiate
sex
6) The sexual act is men's natr:ral
instinct and women should only
respond to
./) 

UnIy men are able to express tfre[
sexual desires and feel satisfaction
regard to sexuality
8) Contraceptive use is women's
concerns
9) It is essential to use condom
effectively whenever to do extramarital
se>nral acts
l0) Sex and birth are natural events
necessary not to learn
l1) Men who prevent themselves from
sexual transmitted diseases and HIV
infected mean they love and are
responsible to their family
12) Yoru family role as providers will
enhance happy farnily
13) Your family role as nr:rturer and
zupporter will enhance happy familv

|}
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Part vi Couple's shared housework

6.1 To what degree do you share the following activities with your wife? Please
indicate / correctly under the following six-point scales: wife alone (WA), wife
more (WM), jointly (I), husband more (HM), husband alone (HA) and others (O).

Part vii Couple shared decision made

7.1To what degree do you share the following activities with your wife? Please
indicate / correctly under the following six-point scales: wife alone (WA), wife
more (WM), jointly (I), husband more (HM), husband alone (HA) and others (O).

t

a

t

Household tasks Degree of sharing
WA WM J IIM HA o

1) buying food or shopping
2) cooking
3)clothes washing
4) clothes ironing
5) dishes washing
6) in-door house cleaning
7) in-door house mobbing
U) repars
9) out-door house cleaning
10) going to pay bills for electricity,
telephone and etc.

Issues Degree of sharing
WA WM J HM IIA o

1) time to have children
2) nunber of children
3) household budgets
4) more eamrng
'5) money lendrng
0) ma1or purchase

7) wife's starting or return to work
8) change in husband's current work
situation
9) truruly <tay gorng out
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Part viii Men's roles in reproductive process

Husband and wife invidually answer. Please indicate / in o f the following scales
degree of men's performances regarding to each role.

8.1 To what extent does the husband play their roles from the beginning of marital
life prior wife's pregnant period.
1) Does husband accept that Thai men are able to practise the extramarital sex

relation?
ONo
OYes 

--) 

Do you (husband) ever practise?
ONo
OYes

I

I

no yE" (husband) use condom?
O frequently O sometimes' O none (speciff why not). ..........

2) Does husband feel frustated when wife refuse to have sex?
O frequently O sometimes O none O wife not refirse

3)The husband is the one who initiate sex act.
O Yes
o No 

--t 
then o wife initiates

O interchange
4) Do husband and wife talk on sex issues and sex desire?

O frequently O sometimes O never

5) Does husband practise fore-playing?
O frequently O sometimes O never

6) Whenever sex act is taken place,the joy is sharedequally by both husband
and wife

O frequently O sometimes O never
7) Does husband and wife discuss on family planning?

O frequently O sometimes O never
8) Do husband and wife use any contraceptive methods?

ONone > go atread to answer question no. 12,13,14, and 15

OYes (specify method used$ O pills
O Injectable
O Norplants
O Intrauterine devices
O Condom
O Other natural method+-> go atread

to zlnswer question no. 12,13,14, and 15

I

I

t
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9) The husband is the one who choose the contraceptive method used as

mentioned on question no. 8.

O Yes
O No (speciff)-a. O wife O both

10) Does husband tell wife to have pills or see doctors as appointment.
O Yes
O No (speciff)---1. O wife take care herself O others

11) Does husband take care wife when wife face any side effect from
contraceptive used?

O Yes
O No (speciff)---a, O wife take care herself O others

O no any complications
12) After ma:ried, does husband ever consult about sexuality?

O frequently O sometimes O never (speciff reasons)
13) After married, does husband ever attend any training course about

sexuality?
O frequently O sometimes O never (speciff reasons)

14) After married, does husband ever read any books or educational materials' about sexuality?
O frequently O sometimes O never (speciff reasons)

l5) After ma:ried, does husband ever physical check up?
O frequently O sometimes O never (speciff reasons)

8.2 To what extent does the husband care and support the wife during the pregnant' 
period?
l) Accompany wife to the first antenatal visit.

O frequently O sometimes O never
2) Tell wife to see doctor at appointrrent

O frequently O sometimes O never
3) Share household work

O frequently O sometimes O never
4) Support when wife got moming sickness

O frequently O sometimes O never
5) Ask on any changes related to wife and fetus

O frequently O sometimes O never
6) Gentlely talk whenever wife complaint or feel frustrated

O frequently O sometimes O never
7) Provide an adequatefood as wife's favor' Ofrequently Osometimes Onever
8) Support wife exercise

O frequently O sometimes O never
9) Go back home early than before

O frequently O sometimes O never

t

i

*
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10) Husband smoke or not
ONo
O Yes t speciff how husband acted during wife's pregnant period

O Stop smoking O Reduce smoking
O Smoking as usual even wife was beside
O Smoking as usual but far from wife

1l) Husband discussed or read books about the pregnant and child care
O frequently O sometimes O never (speciff reasons)

12) Attend the mother class with wife
O frequently O sometimes O never (speciff reasons)

13) Perceive what the wife is adviced
O frequently O sometimes O never (specify reasons)

14) Sex act with wife during pregnant period
O normal O reduce O none (specify reasons)

15) Practise the extramarital sex relation
O more O normal O never

16) Talk with wife about safer sex
O frequently O sometimes O never

17) Practise sex acts lvith appropriated position due to the progress of
pregnancy

O yes O normal as before O no sex at all
18) Feel frustrated when wife refused to have sex

O frequently O sometimes O never O wife refused not
19) Your sexual relationship with your wife is compatable

O compatable O not'sure O not compatable O no sex at all

8.3 To what extent does the husband involve after childbirth?
1) Husband prepared clothes for wife and newborn for hospital admission

O Yes
O No (speciff|> O wife did herself O Both O others

2) Husband waited for wife's progress report at the waiting room of the
hospital
O Yes O No (speciff reason).

3) Husband already touched the newborn
O Yes O No (speciff reason).

4) Husband already kissed the newborn
O Yes O No (speciff reasori).

5) Husband already talked the newborn
O Yes O No (specif reason).

6) Husband already holded the newbom
O Yes O No (speciff reason).

7) Husband discussed on how to care the newbom
O Yes O No (speciff reason).

8) Husband discussed to name the newbom
O Yes O No (speciff reason).

Please check your answer and complete all items. Sincerely Thanks !

t

I

{t

Copyright by Mahidol UniversityCopyright by Mahidol University



t

Mukda Samnuanklang Appendix / 184

APPENDIXBA The in-depth interview guidelines on men's role in

reproductiYe process

I What is yor:r ideal family that you expected before married? How is it at present?

Is it what are you expected?
1.1 If it is so. How you support or care for your family in terms of sex

behaviors, family planning, and any supportive roles.
l.2If Lt is not. What is the reasons?

2 Your sexual behaviors
2.1 How much you care for wife's sex desire and sex satisfaction? And how

you know?
2.2 Any sex talk to each other? On what items?
2.3Do you foreplay?
2.4Do you practise the extramarital sex relation? Even you know about

HIV spread, you still practised. What is the reason?

2.5 What is you sexual behavior during wife's pregnant period? Do you feel

- frustated? Why or why not?
2.6Whathave you done when your wife refused to have sex?

- 2.7 What kind of sources that you learn about sexuality, and reproduction?
Why don't you use the existilrg health services for sex related
information?

3. The contraceptive use

3.1Why the iontaceptive methods are used among women? Why not men?
Both husband and wife talk about howto ube the methods? Both are satisff?
Both care each other if the another one is the one who used the methods. Any
complications from the contraceptive used were found? How did you cope with
those complications?

4. During wife's pregnant period, how did you practise sexual acts. How about
your personal times, you went home earlier, help you wife did the housework,
created happy and sound home's environment, care yor:r wife or prepared your
ready to be father.

5. When yor.r wife delivered, how much you care for your wife and the child.
6. In overall, how much do you satisfr of yor.r roles in family?

Note: The guidelines are used along with the questions of part 8 of the husband's
self- administered questionnaire in order to gain more detailed to veriff the survey
results.

t

t

'f
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APPEI\DX C The Pooled Within-Groups correlation Matrices of the l0

predictor variables of Men's roles in reproductive process

t

iF

Var. Loves genops mpercs mpercp New
age

New
inc

New
ed

ocdp dms dlabors

Loves 1.000

genops .085 t.0u0

mpercs . ruy .304 1.000

mpercp . IUU .054 ,081 1.000

Newage .029 -.u05 -.001 .053 t.000

Newinc -.030 -.0E4 -.030 .069 .3t2 1.000

Newed .035 -.UJO . 153 .108 .t79 .0t2 r.000

ocdp -.UJ6 -.u-tb -.018 ,089 .l4l .430 -.041 1.000

dms . t54 .o32 .070 -.068 .160 -.143 .l3l -.1 l6 1.000
dlabors .045 , t40 -.010 .u39 -.067 .t40 .0t4 -.2U'2 .059 1.000

t
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APPENDIX D Table of Detailed Men's Roles

Appendix / 186

1. Table 7 Percent distribution of couple decision made on production,

reproduction, and family related matters

2. Table 8 Percent distribution of couple shared housework

3. Table 10.1 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's sexuality

role performed by activities between husband and wife

4. Table 10.2 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's

pregnancy supportive role performed by activities between husband and

wife

5. Table 10.3 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men,s

childbirth involved role performed by activities between husband and wife

r)

i

t
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Table 7 Percent distribution of couple decision made on production,

reproduction, and family related matters

+

*

t

tems Wife

alone

Wife

more

Jointly Husband

more

Husband

alone

l. Itmmg to have a cl

2. Number of ihildrer

3. Budget managemer

4. To do more incomt

5. Money lending

6. Major purchase

7. Wives' starting or

refurn to work

8. Changes in husbanr

current work situati

9. Family day going o

dld

r had

rt

l',s

,on

ut

2.2

2.8

3.9

t.4

1.1

r.7

9.2

1.4

2.2

5

6.9

t2.8

J.J

3.9

7.5

25.6

2.8

2.8

80.0

79.t

7t.t

69.2

69.4

75.3

49.7

58.3

79.4

5.3

7.5

9.4

22.2

16.9

10.6

10.3

24.7

1 1.1

I

t.4

t.4

2.8

J.J

2.2

2.8

8.1

t.7

6.4

2.2

1.4

1.1

5.3

2.8

2.5

4.7

2.8

otal 2.E 7.7 70.5 13.1 2.7
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Table 8 Percent distribution of couple shared housework

Appendix / 188

t

t

*

I

Items Wife

alone

Wife

more

Jointly Husbantl

more

Husband

alone

others

8.1

9.4

t2.8

t9.2

I1.9

9.2

tt.7

1.7

t.7

6.4

44.4

53.6

s5.6

57.5

48.6

49.4

47.8

t.9

16.1

9.2

JU.3

27.5

23.3

16.4

32.5

32.5

28.6

8.3

3t.4

24.7

6.4

6.4

7.5

3.9

5.3

6.7

8.6

60.8

35.3

35.6

0.6

0.8

0.6

0.8

0.3

0.3

0.6

25.8

11.9

l3.l

2.2

2.2

0.3

2.2

1.4

1.9

2.5

1.4

3.6

I 1.1

otal 9.3 3E.5 26.4 17.6 5.4 0.1
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Table 10.1 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's sexuality role

performed by activities between husband and wife

l. acceptance

husband's extra-

marital sex relation

?Accepg none condom

?Accepq none condom

but act

?Not accept, no act

t-
value

(p<

.0s)

r

,*

+

58.9

(.64)

57.8

tt.7

(.62)

17.5

82.5
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Table 10.1 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's sexuality role

performed by activities between husband and wife (cont.)

have sex with others

refuse to have sex

Not refuse

3 the one

sex

t-

value

(p<

.05)

t
yes

none

*

*

73.9

25.8

38.3

6t.7
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Table 10.1 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's sexuality role

perfonned by activities between husband and wife (cont.)

to have sex

talking between

couple

method used

iTnone

?women method

?men method

t-
value

(p<

.0s)

t

t

i}
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Table 10.1 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's sexuality role

performed by activities between husband and wife (cont.)

t

*

t

Husband Mean Wife Mean t-

value

(p<

.0s)

frequent some

time

none S.D frequent some

time

none S.D

y tne one wno cho

the method

No use, no answer

?both

?wife

?husband

39.2

18.6

23.3

17.8

1.0 I

(.78)

40.8

t7.8

25.8

12.8

t.09

(.73')

l0 the one who tell

have regular

Contraceptive used

?husband

?*ife taking

care herself

?others

No use, no answer

21.7

33.3

,6

40.8

.79

(.e8)

t6.7

36.9

.3

42.s

.o'z

(.e3) .419
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Table 10.1 Percentage, mean score, and test of dif[erence of men's sexuality role

performed by activities between husband and wife (cont.)

care when wife face

with the complication

?husband

?wife

?others

?no complication

?no use, no answer

ever

about sex practices

15 ever be

check up

t-
yalue

(p<

.0s)

*

t

*

22.2

t2.8

2t.t

40.8

(.e7)

t7.2

10.8

26.9

42.2

1.07

(.e6)
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Table 10.2 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men,s pregnancy

supportive role performed by activities between husband and wife

0

I

Husband Mean Wife Mean t-

value

(p<

.05)

frequent some

time

none S.D frequent some

time

none s.D

accompany wife to

antenatal clinic

57.5 t6.3 14.2 L.4J

(.73)

)J.! 30.0 t6.l 1.38

(.7s)

accompany wife t9

hospital for follow up

73.? t't.2 E.9 L65

(.64)

73.3 20.6 5.8 l.ou

(.s8)

.513

housework

56.9 40.8 t.9 1.55 52,. 43.6 3.9 t.49

4 taKmg care as wil

develop morning

sickness

? yes

? no sickness

51.4

27.5

t7.2 3.6

l.O6

(.s7)

I .69

(.53)

.239

I
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Table 10.2 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's pregnancy

supportive role performed by activities between husband and wife (cont )

of wife and child

6

wife frustrated

7 finding the

food for wife

wife to exercise

spend more times with

Family or calling wife

?still smoke even wife

beside you

?reduce smoking or

far from wife

?stop or no smoking

+

i

t

16.7

(.s7) (.s7)
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Table 10.2 Percentage, mean score, and test of diflerence of men's pregnancy

supportive role performed by activities between husband and wife (cont.)

to take care the

pregnant and newbom

accompanymg w

attending mother class

wife practised

during pregnant period

? none

?reduce

? normal

t-
value

(p<

.05)

t

l

t
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Table 10.2 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of men's pregnancy

supportive role performed by activities between husband and wife (cont )

during wife pregnant

?none

?sometimes

?more

wife for safe sex

sex posruon

?No sex

t7normal

?depend

when wife refuse to

have sex

?not refuse

wife are getting along

lwell

?so and so

tnot at all

(p<

.05)

t

t

t

8.6

(.80)

20.6

(.81)
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Table 10.3 Percentage, mean score, and test of difference of

involved role performed by activities between husband and wife.

for wife and child

for hospital admission

staying wi

The hospital

Appendix / 198

men's childbirtht

I

child

t

(10.6)

The child
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