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The major purpose of tbis re.search is to shrdy l) The effects of the economic crisis on

production, labou migratioq relying on oommunity resoures, social and cultural invesfuent and

living expe'nse for the changm of households. 2) The changes of various factors concerning

households' Populatiog Economig Social and Psychology with influence on the possibilities in the

use of child labour outside the household. 3) The goals, reasons and methds of children entering the

labour ma*et and opinions of persons involved in the use of child workers oubide the family in the

Psiod of economic crisis.

The sample consisted of 303 rural horseholds and 303 commrmity leade,rc in Buriram

Province. The tools rsed in the complietion of data were questionnaires and indepth interviews.

The major finding were as follows: 1) The effests of economic crisis on production and

living expense have risen, particularly pesticides and food underwent. Tlie amount of money by the

migration, social and cultural investuent had decreased Howwer, the people were still able to rely

m natural food resources. 2) The factors which had influence on children's €ntry into the labow

ma*et duing the paiod of economic crisis were economic and prycholory factors. 3) The main

rcason of paren$ allowing their children to work was pverty. The method to take the children into

the laborn market may be handled by relativo or neighbors who wanted to help. The major reason

that forced children to work was to reduce the economical necessity of household" The community

lead€E and other related officials have the same opinion and found that It is difficult to stop or

preventing the children from participating in the labotn market

Fromthe findings dwelopme,nt efforts shouldbedirectedtowards allowingrural residents

to make a sustainable livelihd in their home commuities and rduce the parent's ltility expechnsy

from child workers. Information system/social network conceming child labour should be dweloped"

Such development is useful to parents' decision making.Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. ofGrad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis / v

3?36218 SHPE/D: dtrtiur : il:smnrdnsr ; f,u.n.(il:crnn:dnur)

qriqqr ailnf : r{qn'R:iunr:1#u:wrurdnuonniarfoulunmvinqnra:ugfir i

n:fidnurftnioqiird (TlrE BEHAvToR oF usrNc cHrrD r-ABor.rR oursrDE THE

HOUSEHOLD DURING THE PERIOD OF ECONOMIC CRIsIs : A CASE STLJDy OF

BLTRTRAM PRovINcE) ossnrruR'rrnauqtiuoru'nuf, : rureind narufios, Rf,.o.,

fiuma roualn-nr, ph-D. ,#esud rJ:ufiuff,nfl J.et.zu urh rsBN 924- 664-gls-4

- €o ito- t tAanr:Tfsaitiiiiinqil:ra.rr{rfrsfinsr l) flanreflilrolinqnra:ugfiodrunrrndn , drunr:
drsdumltttl{lu , drunr:fro.rfirguvrivrorn: , Cruduvlumrrf,iauunciorur:ru :ruri.rdrurir

mo.rf,rniifr nacionr:rilfisuurjarrsrai:rfsu z) nuujiuuurjadof,smmirrfsudruil:ssrn:,
aeaadaoo.

mrugfro, f,int unsdnimorfrii6nfrnncisuqfinr:rnr:1#u:lqurdnusnnizrfou 3) dnurrrlr

?llllu, mqnaun;iinrrh?r6nrdrqinnrau:rt1u unsn2lu6nrriutolrflr6sarTelf,unr:l#rr:wru
dvao.aaa

rQRU0nas?tr0u tuu2{r?nqntf,:ugn0

nriudrotirul:snoud:snirrfoui':stirrdruru mr ni:rfsuunr{rirprru,firuru 3ol nu

luftrainqEild rnfedofil#lunr:tfiu:uu:zudoryn6o uuudouorurnsnrrf,unruniuuufin

nanrrif,onuir t) inqnrarugfinrirarnn:sfludrunr:Hfinunsfirnrs.rf;niirfiudulnsrsilE

onhrudng'flvuncrirl#drsdruorilrr 6ruzurrsldornnr:firo6utour:uru, durluurfrinu
V.AItns2otulttuluElsunnfiosat duuamnrvmudrunmClf,lgruninorn:fiiartr:nnilft16'1u

rsduuu{l zl il0fi'oiifi6ninaeionqfin:rrnrrlsurwrurfinludrrinqdrerugfio 6s floi'odru

mrugfiotmailtf,udrutninsr 3) ruqnndrf,qiir{suri I {rJnnror6uosr}irdnrdrqinnrau:rrru
6o nzruornou iinrrrirrdnrfiqinnlnur{{rlu nnf,nrirlno{rlnnror ufo rfloufiruddernrrh?

lhumn'oriu rflrrurodr#allunrrl#uxrrur6n6o dzoniqrurnrr;drursru96oro.rnizriou
4 a -C-.-.- -.9-q--.- --gA-1---l- -e----- -o-----y- d r a0lnRffif,Rulnz'ltnnlrutol{ilrquw unv{frrfruzliolfr'unr:fr'ourdrurrxlruffin ruiriinzu

finuiun:.rfluuagrfl u6orsrniiocfiudrtrf oafr'nduhilfii6nr{rqinarnu:rrru,

g g q . a d dd . h-h
orndsduuud.rnrirrfrnu:r{orurlfqurudaorudsdersllffiunruarugfiouasnan2runm

nilluor:nrJrclsudornu:wrurdn r.rrior{*rrr;rurToXndrrarr I mforirsflxf,iaurfio
rj:glsrflunr:n'afiulr

Copyright by Mahidol University



CONTENTS

ACINOWLEDGEMENT

ABSTRACT

coNTENTS.._.-..-..

LIST OF TABLES

LIST OF FIGURES

CHAPTERI INIRODUCTION

1.1 Background Information and Problem Significance.

1.2 Objectives of the study.........

1.3 Research questions

1.4 Scope of the surdy..........

1.5 Assumption in the research

1.6 Definition of Terms

1.7 Significance of the Study.........

CHAPTERII LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Concepts and orplaining the economic crisis

2.2 Reasons for the economic crisis of Thailand...-.............

2.3 The unemployment situation during the economic crisis.........

2.4 Ttrc Thai economic crisis under the IMF conditions :

effects on families , migration and search for ways out_............

2.5 situation and Trend of child Labour in Thai society......

2.6 Policies and Actions on Child labour........

2.7 Theoriq related to entering the labour market......

2.8 The shrdies and research on child labouq.......

CHAPTER III IUATERIAIS AND METEODS .

3.1 Conceptual Framework......,

3.2 Research methodology.....,,..

Page

iii

t7

18

22

23

24

42

45

49

54

66

78

89

ll3
lt3
tt4

tv

vi

vlll

x

t

I

t4

I5

l6

r

Copyright by Mahidol University



vll

CONTENTS (Conr)

CHAPTER IV R8SULIS...........

4.1 General Profile of Sample Villages..._

4.2 Information and opinions about ctrangm of the community

during the period ofEconomic Crisis

4.3 Status of Sample Households,

4.4 T\ebehavior of using child labour

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION

5.1 Effects of the economic ctisis, search fora way out by the

households and required help..

5.2 Analysis of factors determining the behavior ofusing child

workers

5.3 The behavior of using child labour dudqg the onomic crisis..

CHAPTERVI CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

6.1 Conclusion

6.2 Recommendation....

6.2.1 Recommendation for

6.2.2 Recommendation for

BIBLIOGRAPEY

policy

future research

APPENDD(.

BIOGRAPEY

Page

t3l
131

t32

t39

t46

l5l

l5l

156

t62

166

170

t73

173

t73

177

190

2rt

Copyright by Mahidol University



LIST OF TABLES

Table Page

l. The number of facilities ceasing activities and the number

of persons laid off nationwide between 1994- 1998.. 47

2. The Situation of Children Group 13 - 14 Years of Age ,

1990- 1993. .. .........r. 58

3. An Overview of the Number of children who enter the

labour market ,1997. 59

4. Percentage of children and youth 13 - 19 years of age not

attending school by reasons for not attending school,sex and

work status, 1998.. 60

5. Percentage of employed children and youth aged 13 - 19 years

by work status ,1997... 61

6. Distribution of working children by industry.... 62

7. Condition of work reported in four surveys. 68

8. Records of assistance to child labour 70

9. Child labour seeking help by problems and periods........... 7l

10. Number of labour who migrated back to their original

location by ditrict.. 115

ll. Changes of production capital comparing the state before and

after the economic crisis... 132

12. Income form the sale of labour migration comparing the state

before and after the eonomic crisis. 133

13. Changes of reliance on resources comparing the state before

and after economic crisis.. 133

14. Changes of society and tradition comparing the state before

and after economic crisis... 134

15. Changes of living expemes of the household/month comparing

the state before and after the economic crisis... 135

16. Debt situation during the period of economic crisis.. 136

17. Number and percentages of sample household by the required

help from the government...... 137Copyright by Mahidol University



LIST OF TABLES (Cont )

Table page

18. Search for way out of the problems of the economic crisis l3g
19. Number and percentages of sample household heads various

Characteristics ... 139

20. Number and percentages of sample child labour by rarious

characteristics.... l4l
20. Number and percentages of sample household by various

Characteristics..... 150

Copyright by Mahidol University



x

I.IST OF T'IGT'RES

Figure

1. The circle of economic growth

2. The evolutionary development

3. The process of creation of a combined economic recession..

4. The cycle of entering and leaving the labour market of the child

labour force...

5. A dynamic causal model of parental nurturance, power, control

attempts and child compliance

6. Conceptual framework the behavior of using child labour outside the

houeshold during the period of economic crisis...

Page

35

40

4

lt3

Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studies,IMahidol Univ. Ed.D.@opulation Education) / 1

CTIAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Baclrground Information and problem Significance

The critical condition of the Thai economy started to build up since the l987's

from the fact that the private business sector with support from foreign creditors,

government and domestic financial institutions took additional domestic and forergn

loans for investments in real estate and other businesses quickly, in which it was

unable to acquire returns from those investments in time to pay the debts. This

weakened some banks and many finance companies. fu the same time the Thai's

abiltty in competition lessened" which caused exports to begin to slow down. But

imports were still increasing. The national deficit (commercial balance plus service

balance) increased continuously, international reserve funds dwindled, while foreign

debts increased muclr, particulady in the years 1995-1996. From the beginning of

1997 foreign creditors started losing confidence in the ability of the Thai to pay their

debts and did not want to extend the loan contracts, half of which were short-term

loans. There were profit estimates attacking the value of the Baht and analysts in

general held that the value was higher than its actual value and the Bank of Thailand

tried to use national reserve funds to make contracts for the acquisition of foreign

curency in advance to protect the stability of the Baht. This further depleted the

national reserve funds and the financial position ofthe country decreased further.

Copyright by Mahidol University
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The change in currenry exchange poticy from being bound to the money basket

based on the Dollar to turning the Baht loose on 2 July 1997 rezulted in a reduction of

the value ofthe Baht by 40yo, oil increased in price and other goods increased in price

in the following. The private sector and the government holding foreign debts in

August 1997 of about 90 bitlion US-Dollars faced debt payments increased by 30-40

%o.The government had to ask for conditional emergency loans from the IMF in

August 1997, by having to adhere to the conditions of the IMF, which emphasized

strictness on treasury ftnances, increases in Value Added Tax, budget cuts of the

government, strictness toward finance companies with problems administering their

liquidity and stipulations for financial institutions to keep the loan interest rates high

and to release credits carefully.

Following the conditions of the IMF coupled with orders to hold the activities of

58 finance companies (which had a total business volume of at least 800 billion BahQ

without sufficient, quick solution measures, caused the economic situation to be

subdued coupled with fierce inflation. Many kinds of businesses like real estate,

advertising, mass media, finance companies,.the car industry, etc., had to step bV steg

close their activities and decrease in size, dismiss employees, decrease salaries and

welfare due to lack of liquidity, high funds and dropping sales totals (Vitayakorn

Chiangkoor, 1998: 14 - l5). The ensuing crisis had the characteristics of a vicious

circle worsening Thai economy gradually and presenting fierce effects on society. In

1997 cessation of employment and dismissal of workers increased quickly to the

highest ig the history of national industrial development. Because the economic

system had shrunken much, many businesses had to oease their activities, which

affected employment projects, changes of work, decrease of income andCopyright by Mahidol University
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unemployment. Many employers used the opportunity of said.crisis to cease

employment of workers, to decrease wages /bonuses, as well as to reduce welfare

benefits, which workers formerly received, withouttransparenoe orjustice. Many

worken became srddenly uaemployd. This coutrts as a major change when compard

with the circumstance that Thailand formerly, not many years ago, had received high

e;rpeeations as another intereting new industrial nation in Asia.

Data from a survey of the Labour force situation in February l99g by the

National Statistics Offrce showed the effects clearly, particularly the unemployment

problem. The share of employed persons dropped from former years and the number

of unemployed more than doubled when compared with the period before the crisis,

and the majority of unemployed were inthe countryside. Unemployment increased in-

and outside the agricultural sector. The economical regress resulted in a decrease in

investments in various sectors, which once were souroes to receive labor from the

countrysidg being either industrial factories oroonstnrction and services. The number

of persons becoming unemployed in 1998 ercmcted from information sources ofthe

government and the prinate sector amounts toZto3 million people @ralrtote Prasatknl ,

1998:4).

Due to the problem of cessation of employment and unemployment the

govertrmed set up aNational Comnittee ForAReliwePolicy Of The Unemployment

Problem in the end of 1997 andset up various measures to solve this problem, like

saving measures (Thai help Thai), employmetr measures inthe coutryside, mea$res

to support employment in the industrial sector, projects for professions, projects for

new agriculnrral theories according to Rolal directiveq measures to se,nd lhai laborto

Copyright by Mahidol University
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work abroad, measures to solve the problem of foreign workers and policies for

expelling forergn laborto employ Thai labor instead, etc.

However, even though the governmbnt and the private sector tried to solve the

problems of said crisis in many ways, in economic surveys it still shows that until the

present Thai economy is still subdued. Amidst a dark economic situation the question

arises'Will the economic crisis presently experienced by Thailand affect changes

among the population or not', because the researchers being populace students, which

is held to be one science of the social sciences, the principles of social scientists look

at occurrences which are social problems, that only knowledge received from and

sympathy for those with dwindling social oppornrnities or unlucky ones is insufficient.

But there must be knowledge, expertise and a thorough professional knowledge about

the history of that problem and how to solve it. The attitude of social scientists towards

the problems which occurred arises in the shape of the questions, what is the problenq

what are the facts aboutthat problem" what social values are involved what methods

are concerned and which methods produce solutions to the problem (Horton & I*slisg

1987: 46-49).

The population structure, or one may call it the age and sex structure, of a

population group shows the numbers and shares of male and female population in that

group in an age bracket, which derives collectively from fertility, mortality and

migration, from education until the effects ofthe bad economic situation, if they atrect

the mortality of the population or not. This may presently not clearly visiblg even

though there are many news items about mortality being related to the economic crisis

of the country like suicides arising &ombankruptcy and the conduct of some people's

Copyright by Mahidol University
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professions. But there are still not sufficient datato confirm that the mortality rate

which increased due to uricides has aoy significance during said crisis.

It is interesting in which direction the economic crisis affects fertility. Sttrdy

results present the ide4 thst this economic crisis may incease the fertility of Thailand

abnormally. This assumption is backed by the reasoning, that the economic decliue

Gauses the majority of labor, which is in the adolescent group, to retrn to stay in the

countryside. The migration of the fertile populatioa backothe couuq/side will give

occasion to find marriage partners and will increase the opportunity to have more

childreq because under normal circumstancq thse labor fors have to aim at career.

Marriage and having children become conditions, which are obstacles to career. When

they become unemployed and return to their origins, these conditions / obstacles

become outmoded. Ifthat is really so, the adolescent population cormting mi[ioo, ufuo

return to the countryside, may have children atthe sametimg which increases the

fertility of population abnormally within a short period @oonlert Leoprapai , 1998 :

5). However, the opposite may occur to fertility as well, naiety, instead of the

economic crisis affecting fertility toincreasg.it may effectthe opposite phenomenou

The reasoning backing this assumption is, that people getting married and having

children have to make their decision by considering their economic situation

appropriately. Additionally at prese,ut knowledge about birth comol is widespread in

Thai society. Birth coatrol devices can be easily oUtaih&a and there is a wide choice.

Therefore it is possible that in periods wheg eoonomy is srMued like it is thee days,

the population will have abnormally less children @ramotePrasatlarl,lggg : 5).

Both mentioned aszumptions are interesting issres deserving firther shrdy. But asthe

Copyright by Mahidol University
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achievement of study results takes time to watch and follow up on the phenomena,

which restricts researchers, we axe unable to undertake strrdies of said issues.

At the same time there is a question challenging to be answered: does said

economic crisis affect migration or not Studies in the government and private sector

reveal unanimously that the first factor population changes, which was affected

strongly by the economic crisis, is migration. The National Statistics Office made a

study about the effects ofthe economic crisis on the work situation, work migration

and movements of labor. It appeared that labor moved from Bangkok back to their

original areas, the most part of which appear to be population from the North-East

(National Statistics Office 1998 : 13 - l4).

Said migration back to their original location of North-Eastern population

counted the highest numbers of about 390,000 people, or 65%o of the total of persons

moving back to their original locations (National Statistics Officg 1998 : l0), which

affected the communities at the beginning and at the end of the way as well as on a

macro and a micro level, particularly the family of the migrant himself, because the

fact that the frmily h@d I members of the family is zudde,nly dismissed from work and

has to migrate to his original location without receiving compensation or deserved

benefits inevitably turns into a serious diffrculty under the circumstance of rising

living expenses as well as the lack of social security which would be suffrcient to

cover. Therefore the dismissal from work of I person does not mean that only he

himself is suffering, but it affects the income and existence of the family or relatives

living in the countryside in the agriorltural sector; too. Those families have to bwome

poorer and more needy, because they are not able to rety on the income of the younger

who had gone to work in the city. At the sa^me time children may have to leave schoolCopyright by Mahidol University
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or may lose their chance to study further. Mental problems - stress on the relations

inside the frmily will probably incease.

It can be seen that the effects of said economic situation are on a community and

family level. On the community level the circumstarce that a large amount of labor

has to return to the countryside like this has to be related to the inhabitants of the

countryside about the economy crisis ofthe couffiy so that they are ready to welcome

the laborers of their villages at home. The family memben/community members had

to understand that this return home was not a failure to come offat work or in frcing

life of the head/member of the frmily, but was a ftilure to come offofthe economy in

gene,ral.

Howevern even though there were efforts to create understanding of the major

outline of the problern, but the question requiring an answer is, how many returning

migrants can the countryside absorb and for how long? Due to the living conditions

and characteristics ofthe countryside itself there are limitations. These laborers

migrated out of their villages, because in their original location there were no '

professions creating sufficieut incomg therefore they had to move into other areas to

inake a living and to send part of their income to support their families @ramote

Prasatkul, 1998 : 4), because in the past z}-3}years income from agriculture

desreased down to athird from 33 % ofthe ndional income to only ll %.What can

be seen in present Thai society, is that in the agricultural sestor in the countryside

more than two out of three have income from outside agriorlture. Only l/3 of their

income is from agriculture, the remaining two-thirds come from selling labor in the

ssvice and the industdal sector which is prmently dwindling.
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From this circumstance that people in the agricultural sector had to rely on

income from the city's in the industrial business sector, it appeared that these people

were becoming unemployed and turned back to the agricnttural sestor after they were

unable to find new work and were unable to endure the various pressures, like the

problem of living expenses, being poverty stricken in the city, etc. Therefore the

understanding that the agriorltural sector of would be able to receive those laborers

and would be able to create additional income for them to make a living is a serious

misunderstanding (sophon suphapong , l99g : I l). For anotheq gving importance to

the policy of producing for comm€rce and export had pushed the majority of farrrers

to become bound up with the world economy sy$em and to rely on outside production

factors concerning investmen! crops, livestock, fertilizers, chemicals medication for

the prevention and treatment of animal diseases and being controlled either market

system which depended on the economic system of the world. There were uncertain

shifts and the farmers themselves lacked the power to make decisions and to haggle.

They wete unable to control the various mechanisms, whidh resulted in debt circles

binding them to outsidE money souroes within and without the system. The factors for

making a living were inzuffia"oq the condition of soil and water, which originally was

plentiful declined in quality from the production system and leftovers from the

continuous use of fertilizers and ohemicals lnsect diseses spred and loss of original

local crops occurred. Giving importanoe trro agricultral work in the countryside as an

appropriate way out of said crisis might be applied only to small families with

sufficient capital left over for production, for instance family owned land for

cultivation or having received compensation for geming unemptoyed, which might be

usd as capital forpracticing aprofessionCopyright by Mahidol University
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Research studies on the fact of the said economic crisis show that this crisis was

more severe thaa any other, bwause the present Thai economy is an open economy

which relies on investmeats and trade with foreign countries much more than in

former periods (particularly internuional trade in 1996 made up6?%oofthe national

gross product as compared to formerly only slightly morethan 30% oftle national

gross product before the second world war until the year lnq. When the economy

crisis occurred as a result from foreign relations, the effects oa the population or

widespread and more severe than when world economy dropped in l93q or during the

oil crisis betwen 1973-t974whenthe Thai population still relied mostly on what they

produced themselves and did notrely oa internationat invesfimerts and trade like inthe

present era-

Therefore this economic crisis has negative effect on the majority of the

population. But the extent and charasteristics ofthose effests onthe rnarious groups of

population may vary. The group ufiich received the most negative efFect is &e goup

of industrial and service workers. The offrcial'statistics report that in l99Z there were

about 1.2 million unemploye4 its number covers workers who were dismissed from

work at the welfare department and the labor department. The ministry of labor has

betweOn one January 1997 until3l Decemb er 1997 registered 44,253 persons (divided

into 23,007 male and2l,746female) and the unemployment sihration became more

severe in the following year, where there were between I lanuary 1998 and 3l July

1998 about2o8,425 percons reported. At same time the number of facilities which

were shut down increased from77 in 1996 , 903 in lgg7 aad2,l67 in I99g. The

numbers from this statistic point out the severity of the crisis, even though in tnfih it

can be observed that the unemployment statistics providd bythe govemment areCopyright by Mahidol University
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much lower than what they should be as those numbers un! gnly for those which

have been reported to the government system and still widely differ from the facts

presented by the mass mdia. For orample from the financial institutions or 5g finance

companies which had 18,450 employees, 56 were shut down, which leaves an

estimated 6,000 employees. The remainder of more than 12,000 p€rsour orpaienced

dismissal from work. Up the information provided by the government report only a

5,lll persons had unemployed. Concerning the printed industrythe president ofthe

journalist association presented data that rn lgg7 twelve printing as businesses had to

shut down and about 3,500 workers lost their jobs. Other accordiag to the information

provided by the government only 836 persons became unemployed. The same

accounts for the car and motorcycle parts industry, which as the vehicle parts

association disclosed was affected line the economy problems so that more than

10,000 people had to be dismissed. It in a report only 3,551 persons are reported

unemployed (Nukool Kokij , 1998 : t9-20).

However, even thgughthere af,e some errors in the statistical numbers, they still

can be used'to analyzethe situation to make plans for solutions of the problem or to

determine policies, ifthe only things more importaff, which are hardly known, are the

dimensions in the lives of those who were dismissed &om worlq white-collar workers

as well as blue-collar workers, what responsibilities they havg how many persons

there are in the families they take care of because dismissal from work does not mean

that only one person has a problem. Instead is connected to other lives for whom he

has to take responsibility. For instance he may have to look after his old pare,nts, has

to send his children to school, etc., and after the having been dismissed from worh
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what efforts does he undertake to solve the proper, and what preparations has the

government undertake,lr to cover or provide help.

These issues are still of interest and require some studie as can be seen from the

seminar about "the cry ofthe workman and the future of Thai laborr. Mr. Decha

Pumkachq directorof the social volunteers foundation, presented a very interesting

opinion "Development looks at for people like shelves which can be put an)rwherg it

does not see poor people systematically. These people out there for only pawns of

developmentn.

Just like having a work is a part of life and a source of income, it is very

important forthe conduct ofdaily life ofhumans, bmgseworkdernonsfiatesthe self-

esteem of persons as a source of pride, honor and freedom. These things are very

valuable components for us humans. Ihere for having work is something to be wished

for.

On the opposite side, getting unemployed is something undesirablq but it is a

social phenomenon occtrring all over the world. In theory firll employrrent is held to

be'ttre most important aim which the state has t9 try and achieve for the important

reason that labor have the role of producers and consrmers and are a limited resouroe,

which has to be used to its fullest benefit. Wherever unemployment oc@rs, it has to

be accepted that unemployment is an economic problem, which affects many otler

issues. Particularly people, who used to work but become unemployed, are most

seriously atrecte4 brcause they are losing the shape oftheir daily lives as they used to

go to work outside their homes, had a society and income. Besides that

unemployment causes a decrease in self evaluation, lack ofpride, breaking up of

families, and many otherthings. What is important, it causes criminal problemg drugCopyright by Mahidol University
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abuse' The longer the unemployment period takes, the more it affects the

unemployed, his family and society, bwause society faces the situation of insrfficient

liquidity' Inflation occus and economy dwindles and inseauity in life and propoty is
qeated' Besides that other workers lose heart and become wonied about stabitity at

work' The government and the public have to lose purchase power &om those

unemployed which agah woniens the economy crisis.

On the family level, particularly in Isan, many unemployed returned to the

countryside in a very bad mental statg consuming alcohol and drugs. The lack of
income of the family leaders also affects those beyond labor, like the elderly and

children. A clear example about the effects on the family of uaemployed is the

statement of the assistant minister of education, who disclosed that presently the

ministry of education had received information that there are 2g,6g5pupils and

students, whose guardians had become unemployed due to economic problems,

divided into 2,306 on a level priorto primary education, ls,go7 on primary eduetion

level, and 8,803 on secondary education leve[ and 1,616 on a level beyon4 secondary

education. And it is believed that there are another large number of pupils and

stude,lrts who were atrected (Nukul Kold, l99g : l9).

Said conditions indicate that, when those persons who used to be important

workers of the family become unemployed or have a decrease in their ability to

provide income to sustain the family, those who used to rely on them and are beyond

labor like children and adolescents have to adjust their roles appropriately. That is

because, considering the situation of the family as an open system, the famiiy

members have to introduce energy from the outside to supply the family system in

order to be able to do their work. The economic crisis is held to have introducedCopyright by Mahidol University
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families in the countryside against rising living standards related to increased

consumption habits, which has unavoidable effects on the sitration inside the frmily.

Or in another meaning, in order to maintain a balance, the family system has to

perform an adaptation within the system itself. This is what BucHey (1g67) called

"morphostasis", which is a static movement to arrange rqgulations orthe condition of

the system with appropriate response to the.disturbance., or..shortcomings,, or

"flaws" which come from outside the system, but have an effect on the balance ofthe

system (Pongsawat Sawatdipong 1982 : l3-l 5).

This study thqefore wants to find an answer to the question, under the sorcrity of

the effect ofthe economic crisis, which is an important part pushing the family hed or

the family members to move back to their or original location, do said effects qete

changes in the role expectation of other family members, particularly adolescent

members, or not. Also, do they cause the family to employ child workers ouside the

family in which way. Also, on which frctorVconditions does that behavior depen( in

which said conditions are precipitate factors and facilitate factors in which way.

Because in studies it is found that the problem of child workers 
3utside 

the family

occurs in fact, in which this problem piles up and is related to a large number of

childrenn partiarlarly children in poor and needy families. The frsrilies don't have any

other choice in the community. When the problem of survival ofthe farnily reches a

certain poinq the parents and other members inthe rarnitywill decide to employ child

workers outside the family. The children will have meaning and duty to the

consumption of the family and have economic ralue in providing cash income br the

survival of the family. Conditions like this play an important part causing the problem

- 461?5
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of child workers to be a problem with many facts. It is notthatthis occurs in just one

village' while the economic situation regresses, business outside the system becomes

he way out for child workers with only primary education or less. Besides that,

employers want to decreasetheir investments in production- Ihere,fore child workers

is more appropriate under said circumstances than adult labor, because child workers

has endurance and obeisance, which makes them easy to control. And in some

factories the employers are more satisfied to employ moved in child workers than

local labor. This is, because migrating labour is ready to accept lower wages (Orathai

Artam & Richter, l9E9 :20). Therefore child workers in the family should be

appropriate forthe search ofeonomic raw material to supplythe family as energy for

the family system to be able to function further. In following up on the child workers

situation data on macro level indicate changes in direction, namely a decrease of child

workers on the labor market. However, in this decrease of child workers in the labor

market some iszues can be observed that the amount of children worting in 4griarlture

is decreasing but the number of children yorking outside the agricultural sector are

not changing much (social statistics, 1997 :1), which ,ay b: an indication that in the

near future child workers will not dir"bpo, from Thai society.

..1.2 Objetives of the Strdy

I To study the effects of tle economic crisis on production, labor migration,

relying on resouroes, assets of sociay and cultrre and liviug er(penses provided forthe

changes of various factors ofthe frmilies inBuriram province.
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2 To study the changes of factors of families in maters of population, economy,

social and psychology with influence on the use of child.workers outside the
household in Buriram province.

3 To shrdy the goalg reasons and mahods of children entering the labor market

and opinions of persons involved in the use of child workers ottside the family in the

economic crisis.

1.3 Research questions

From said objectives can the following problems be determined, which are required to

know from the research:

l' What are the effects of the wonomic crisis on production, labor migration,

relying on relying on resouroes, assets of society and qrlture and living o(penses

provided forthe changes ofvarious factors ofthe families in Brrrirarn province ?

2. How much and what are the changes of factors of famiries in matters of
population: ; ecotrolD/, social and psychology with influence on the use of

child workers outside the frmily ?

3. What goals and reasons have in the economic crisis the guaidians in the use of

child workers outside the family ?

4. What are the methods of bringiog children'into the labor market in the

economic crisis ?

5. What opinions have guardians, community leaders and persorls involved with

development and labor concerning the use of child workers otrside the family in the

economic crisis ?
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1.4 Scope of the Study

l. Limitations of the shrdy area. Only communities in Buriram province will be

studied because said province is a province of the North-East with a large nrmber of

child workers which migrated to work in the city (Social research institute,

Chulalongkorn Universlty, 1997 :3). The reason that the researcher chose to snrdy

Buriram province is, that information from the minis6'y ofeducation me,utions, that in

the study yat 1997 the rate of continued learning on secondary ducation level is for

the fust year only 46.440/o in Buriram provincg which makes it the province with the

lowest rteof continued learning inThailand.

2. The eotering of the labor market by child workers may be on the labor market

in the agricultural sector and/or in the non-agricurtrar sector.

3. This research is a study of cross sectional design aimed to shrdy the behavior

in the use of child workers outside the family f,or reasons due to effects of the

economic crisis on sample families by using geographical limitations on village lwel

and municipality limits as basics in the strdy.

4. This research emphasizes the direction of thoughts of close persons with

influence on the children in orderto achieve the grst covering the,entire Eovement.

Therefore the study was conducted of families able to cooperato fully aad with time

for interviews. Also, following up the ifferviews d home provided actual information

about the family situation, in which for this study only families were chosen with

children not younger than l3-19 years in their guardianship. If in the field study

families were found using child workers outside the family ofan age lowerthaq tha!

the researcher conducted a carc surdy.
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1.5 Assumption in the research

In this study of the economic behavior for a general picarre the organizations

atrectiag the decision initially are the government, governm€,6 etrerprises ordomestic

companies' It is disputed that the government plays a smatt part when compared with

the family- Therefore decisions of the family have a more important economic

meaning and reflctthepowerofthe citizeory in decision-makingand demonsfrtethe

level of economic democracy (rluman reso,roes institutg 19.94 :,29),

From the study of opinions, the modern times economic science theory findings

shoq that analysis of labor has to use the family as an instinrtion in decision-making

which is in accordance with research evidence fiom social science, which supports the

importance of the use of the family as an institution in appropriate analysis,.

irrespective if it is a study on the ascendancy as labor powerof female members or

children or educational opportunities and other compensation, which the family

members should receive (Sutsawat Disaroj. 1986 : 2). This is possible under the

assumption conceiaing the role and responsibility ofthe fanily members in any or all

of the following three respects:

l- means the &ct that the family members conduct their lives together and have

to rely on ech other.

2. means the frct that the family members srfficiently grcwn up to work are

€tPested to join benefits and to share work as well as to take part ofthe responsibility

of frmily activitie in economy and other secto$.

3. means that any member taking part ofthe responsibility in the ramily activities

has more or lqs opporuroity to share in the decision-making concerning those
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activitie ofthe farnily, because those activities might lead to adjustments or changes

ofthe entire farnily together orofeach member.

At the same time there are research results and theories in population science st'dies

conccrning migration, ed migration behavior arises from decisions on family level

more than on a personal lwel (Nawzrat Plainol l9t6 : 39). Therefore in this stpdy the

family is used as a unit of analysiq in which the ramily head or a repreentative ofthe

family is source ofdata

1.5 Definition of lbrms

l. Child/young workers meaut children of an age between 13 and 19 years

according to the definition ofttre National Statistic Office about child workers and

young workers, and which have left the educational system since the end of education

year 1996 and don't contimre tearning in any school system and have their domicile in

Buriram province.

. 2. The period showing the effect3 of the economic crisis situation means the

period between 2 July 1997 until Selitember 1999 (determined from the information

about the economic problems provided by the ministry of finance)

3. Child Labour/young workers Eeans the fact that the persons with power in

the household decide to let members between 13 and 19 years of agg who are not in

.the educational system, go to wortoutside village or municipal limits for finan6ial and

non-financial benefit of their familiss.

4- Household means homes with atleast two persons living together and with at

least one child of at least 13 years of age who are outside the school system working
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or ready to work being iacluded in that number, in which those persons may be
relatives or not.

5' Household head/Leader means father or moths of a working age as well

as other p€rs)ns in the household revered by the memberq ufro may be responsible for

finances and welfare of the household or no! but have joint social and economic

opporhruities and have influenoe on the decision to let their children work outside the

household or not.

6- Household size means the number ofpersons tiving together and wigr at

least t child of not less than 13 years of age included in'tat number. These persons

may have blood-relations, be adoptd or not , Sharing in providing things to consume

togetlrer.

7. Number of child/young workers in the household means the number of

pemons between 13 and 19 years of age inthe household.

8. Dependency Ratio means the number of all persons in the household of an

age less than 13 years and persons above 13 years who are unable to work on an

ecouomic basis like pupils, students, the sick and th1 elderly as well as unemployed

persom against the number of all workers ofthe household.

9- Occupation means tlpe or sort ofjob which is ocorpied by a person A person

usually has only one occupation. If he/she has more than one occupation, the

occupation taking the most working time is considered the main occupation. ffthere is

, no difference between the working time of occupations, the omrpation paying more is

considered the main occupation. Ifthere is no conclusionofthe main ocanpation, the

occupation which interviewee is satisfied most is considered as the main
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occupation. However , if there is still no clear , the ocanpatioa taking the most

employmenttime is considered the main occtrpation.

l0' Household income mears the total income ofthe household head, spouse and

other members in the shape of cash morey composd ofcash income from production

in the agricultural sector and the non-qgriorlaral sector as well as income from othen

sources of the household within the past year before the use of child and young

workers. 
.

- Cash iacome &om 4grictrltrre means income in the form ofcash money of
the househotrd received from the sale of agricultwal products.

- Cash income &om non-agrictrltural produaion means income in the form

of cash money ofthe household received fromtheconductofvarious activities qrhich

are not agricultural production, tike income as wages, compensation, rewards,

commission, rent, interest, profits from sales and the cash value of compensation

received in the form of other materials.

Cash income from other sourses means income which does not come

directly from productioq like property, inheritance, transfers, gov€rnment support,

profit shareg rent and interest.

ll. Amount of household savings means the amount of cash money left after

' erpenses and which the household saves for ure at need.

12- Household debt rneans the amount of debts of any kind ofthe household

borrowed from persons or financial instinrtes in form of money or lhings erraluated in

money before the advent of behavior concerning sending children to work outside the

household.
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13- Owriership and size of farrred land means the amount of land used for act,al

planting of&e household" which may be land of themselves, rente4 reseryed by forest

or &rmland without the ad to pay red or other @ses.

14- The Wage Rate of Child Labor means the amoud ofwage ortncome paid to

children in the labor force market as reported by the household.

15. Educational expenses mern the orpenses which the household has to expend

for education including educational fees, stationery learning materials and books,

school clothing expenses, transportdion o(penses, expenses for food consumed not at

home and other related e(penses.

16. Level of clearness of information means the amount of information about

employment of child workers and the number of times the guardians have met the

decision to let the children enter the labor market outside the household during the

economic crisis.

17. Importance of informants means the level of credibilrty or influence of the

relatives, friends, persons who know the employer or other r.r** at the beginning

during and at the end of the way concerning the decision to let the children enterthe

labor market outside the household during the economic crisis according to the

18. Social networkmeans the characteristics of contactof&e household head or

the household members with persons in their social group for help in various matters.

19. Work experience in other regions means, when juvenile household members

formerly have move their domicils to other regions for work reasons for more than 15

days.
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20. Household's rnaterialism value means the populariry ofobjects or money as

sign of success and of leading a convenient life.

21. Expectations in the benefit for the household means the level of points which

are the product of the importance of the benefit the guardian expects the children or

the household to receive multiplied by the probability of it acnrally happening due to

letting the children work outside the household.

1.7 Significance of the Study

This sudy of The behavior of using child labour ouhide the houestrold during the

period of econornic crisis is expected to have both academic and practical value.

l. In the academic area, the resrrlts of this research will broaden knowledge and

provide various facts on Impact of economic crisis on non- farm ernployment of child

Iabour.

2 In practice, the knowledge gained from this research can be used to develop an

educational policy that will promote equaliiy among communities.

3. The results from this research can be used to set dirc.t and indirect poliry in

order to resolve the problem of child labor c pres€nt and in the futre.

4. It is expected that the restrlts from this fesearch. can be implemented as

intervention progam towards the elimination of child labor and the protetion of

working children can be articulated by the govemment at the grassroot level.
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CHAPTER II

LITERATTJRE REVIEW

Unemployed is something undesirablg but it is a social phenomenon occurring

all over the world, when those persons who used to be important workers of the family

become unemployed or have a decrease in their ability to provide income to sustain

the family, Those who used to rely on them and are beyond labor like children have to

adjust their roles appropriately. It is generally accepted that household poverty is the

economic problem causing the oristence of child labor in all regions around the

world. The problem of child labor in Thailand , as well as the problem around the

world , is very serious and nd urgent solutions through cooperation by related

sectors. The literature review for this research involed the study of ductrments of

rqearch related to the behavior of using child labour outside the household during the

period of economic crisis.

2.1 Concepts and theory explsining the economic crisis.

2.2 Reasons for the economic crisis in Thailand.

2.3 The unemployment situation during the economic crisis.

2.4 The Thai economic crisis under the IMF conditions ; effects on frrnilies

Migrations and search forwaysout

2.5 Situation and Trend ofchild labor in Thai Society.

2.6 Complexity policies and-Actions on child labour.

2.7 Thetheories on entoing the labor market.Copyright by Mahidol University
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2.8., The studies and research on child labor.

2.1 concepb and theory expraining the economic crisis

The theoretical explanation for the reasons of the occurrenoe of economic crisis

in a country orthe world during any period is a thing which is very difficglt to oalain

historically, because there are tnro problems: namely, firsg one needs dirwt historical

experience of zufficient lengths in order to strrdy the changes of the economic

mechanism close up. Second there is a multihrde of theories and indivisibility of the

thories used for the explanation. In this study the reearcher has uied to study and

demonstrate details in said concepts and theory in orderofdwetopment as follows:

l.) The concepts of classic political economy

2.) The concepts of IGrt N{arx

3.) The Neoclassical Theory of Keynesian UnemploJrment.

4.) The Economic of It[ultinational Enterprise.

5.) The theory ofBubble Economy Revisited.

6.) The chaos theory

1. The concepb of classic political economy

At about the bqginning of the l8e centry in England and France *political

economy'' is held to be born on the basis of new production e,lrergieg which is the

introduction of the capitatistic system, which is the basic production method of

society. The concepts of 'political economf or *classical economics,,, which

prospered at that time, turned into repreentatives of&e conce?ts of the new dominant

class in society. Ricardo demonstrates a picture of society, which composes of

different classeg tike capitalists, workmen and landowaers. He analped the divisionCopyright by Mahidol University
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of national incorne between all three classes and particularly tlre division of -economic

surplus' among the dominant class in order to point out the class contradictions, which

appeared at ttlat timg namely the contradiction between the class of fetrdal landlords,

which was about to diffise with the industrial capitalist class, which was about to

prosper and to grow. It en be sai4 that the concepts ahut social classes and

economic srplus are two important conc€pts ofclassical oonomics.

In order to provide'understanding concerning "economic srrplus" Ricardo

analyzed the creation of profit rates in agricultural prices. fip introdu6ion capitalistic

production methods in the countryside created a new phenomenon, the feudal

production relations betwen farmer tenants and the landlord class under a zubsistent

etonomic system was destroyed in the English countryside. There appeared rich

farmerq who'started to do large-scale farming. At the same time wageworkers were

hired for production. This modern agriorlhre was viewed by Ricardo as causing the

production of 'economic surplus", and not mall-scale agriculnre using frmily labor

to produce "economic srplus". If we define c as the product left after detlucting

invesfinent expenses, which compose of orpenses for tools, machines, seeds, etg or

what we mi8ht call *fixed capital"n and ta v be the expenss for labor or wages, or

call€d *dynamic capital", and we set the *economic srpluli equal tg i then the profit

rare of agriorltural capitalists depends on the relation betvyeen surplus when compared

with the entire capital, which can be unitten like this

Profite rate =
c*v

There,fore'economic surplus' is important for the economic system, because it is

the cause ofprofit and net investment.Copyright by Mahidol University
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Ricardo analyzed that in a society, wherethe landlords still hold influence and

still lack land ownership, the capitalists have to share the'surplus' with the landowner

class as rent. And whe,nevs the agriorlmral capitalists tied to adjust prodgcion by

hiring additional labor and increasing the farmlan( the competition among capitatists

gave the landourners high haggling powrr enabling them to demand higher rents.

When it is like thiq the output per man net of the rent in each year has a tendency to

decline. If the aericulfiral epialists would seek a way ou by suppressing wages in

order to decrease production capfial, this way would not be feasible, because the

labour wages are on a level of subsistence wages. If they are paid less than that, the

workers cannot survive. In a sitration where the surplus deqeases boause rent has to

be deducted while the capital doe not changg the profit rate of the capitalists would

decrease, which would atrect inva*meng employmeat and economic growth- The

existence of the landowner class in the new economic system is therefore an obstacle

for the growth of the capitdist class and the accumulation of capital in the economic

systeni.

For classical economists in the movements of the economic system capital was

defined by capital accumulation rules. In investments e\r€ry capitalist is competing to

seek the highest profit" The profit rate would be a pinter of the direcrion of

investment and the moyement of capital between economic branches. According to

these concepts it is viened that economic crisis occur from a historical accident or

from various situations coinciding by conjunchrg becanse that balance is possible

according to the nature of the rule of the'invisible hand'. Production naturally causes

demand of goods, or according to the rule of Says, 'supply 6eat€s its own demand,'.

Copyright by Mahidol University
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R Malhus is the first economist who discovered the flaws in the logic of this

analysis by pointing out, that the balance in that economic system may not happen

automatically. The acctrmulation of capital by the capitalists causes increased

production of goods. But that does not mea!, that there is sufficient demand that all

the produced goods can be sold. Croods can be sold, when there is "effecfi.lal demand".

This meanq the demand from the goup with buying power and the need to buy at that

price level. Malhus opined'that, if a new govemment has a policy to exterminate the

landowner class, because it ses that this class is useless for society as a class with

lunrious or unproductive consrmption, behavior like this would cause the

accumulation of capital to experience a decline by itself Therefore it can be seen that

workers have needs, but lack buying power, because this class only receives wages

suffrcient to subsidize a living.

While capitalists have an income from profits arising from investnentq but the

majority of their income is used for saving more than consumption, there is only the

landowner class, which slrows behavior of conzumption of lurury articles. lvlalhus

therefore srggqtts tiat the govenrment solve the problem of lack of demand by trying

to take care of the consumption level of the landlord class, opening opportunities to

this class to collect "rent" in order to have sufficient income to afford luxury goods.

Over-production would then not occur.

J. Sismondi has the same Concepts as ldalhus. But his analysis goes out from a

different position He summarizes that the capitalistic system srffers contradictions in

itself, The ability to consume is not neoessary to increase simultaneousty with the

production power. Over-production can oocur, because "a capitalistic system at all

times will try to produce the most goods and at all times it will try to produce at theCopyright by Mahidol University
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lowest price". In such. a case, worker wages are defined at a level of or close to

subsidizing living. When the workers are the producers of wealth in society from the

use oftheir labor, butthey receive compensation in the form of uages or a slrare of the

wealth they produce, and that is a small sharg at the time when the majority of wealth

is dealt out among the landowner class and the capitalists, an unjust division of

products like this would become obvious in the form of class stnrggles of the workers

against the capitalists to gain higher wages than just to subsidize living (Worawit

Jaroenlert, 1990 : 53-56).

In summarizing this train of Concepts initially an economic crisis is seen as an

accident or occurring from various situation coinciding by conjuncture. ldalhus is the

first econornist, who disagrees with said analysis and pornts out the importance of

economic crisiq even though he supports the protection of interests of the old classes

in society, which are about to diffirse. But his importance in economics lies with his

pointing out the problem of lack of demand which has effectg or what Keynes calls

"effectil'e demand". Sismondi holds the opinion that ttre capitalistic system is a class

society, which leads to problems of low mnzumption.by level and to class stnrggles.

'This train of thought is held to be the origin which developed into another concepts

current, the Manrist new-classical economics and the Concepts ofKeynes.

2. The concepts of KarI Marx

Itdarr( refuses the natural conc€,pts concerning the new economic regulations,

which were introduced instead of the feudal system by holding that the capitalistic

system is not a system which would continue permanently. What goes beyond the

capitalistic system is the socialist and communist system, which is a society withotrtCopyright by Mahidol University
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class exploitatioq alienation of people in society and oppression of classes by

adminishators and govemments.

lv[aD( analyzes tlur the capitalistic system is an economic systern or orchanging

gmds which have not ben produced with the goal of consumption by the producers,

but for salg which splits production and disribution into different movements.

Therefore there is no guarante that all products can be sold. According to the logistics

of capital accumulation investment takes place on individual capitalist level. Different

capitalists will ry to invest in producion branches, which offer high compensation or

profit rates. In that seeking of the highest profit the capitalists may use the method of

suppressing wages by holding that wages are production capital and a liability. But

they don't consider wages as a base of demand. The accumulation of capital cause the

production ofgoods to increase for salg but on the other hand the buying power of the

workers is not developed furttrer, who are an important population group in an

industrial society. Therefore the situation of over-production or the problem of under-

consumption can oc€ur.

Besides thar, production for sale has to offer zufficient profit to attract

invesfinents when the capitalistic system is a competitive system seeking the highest

profit. Capital surces in the competition therefore have a te,lrdency to apply capital-

intensive production metlrcds, which causes the part of machines ( c ) to increase at a

faster rate than labor increasew who are the producers. The srplus value is taken to

*the tendency of the falling rate of profit, or in other words, there occurs over-

accumulation', which means, that there occurs an a@umulation of capital exceeding

the ability to suppress the surplus value ftom labor. Economic crisis in the capitalistic

system therefore cannot be avoided and is necessary forthe capitalistic system in orderCopyright by Mahidol University
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to extermiiiate the internal contradictions of the system by affording opportunities for

adjustment and economic growth.

The frlling rate of profit is therefore only an aencv,, because after the

economic crisis revinal can take place from the three following phenomena:

l' There happens a concentration and cenhalization of capital. Businesses

o<periencing losses and banknrptcy have to @ase activity or are sol4 which causes a

devalorisation of capital.

2- There happens a decrease of wage rates. unemplolmeng which appears

widely during the economic crisis, atrects the bidding power of workers and affords

opportunities to employers to decrease wqges.

3. The profit rate is increased from the phenomena I and 2 above until it

becomes interesting for investors once again. Accumulation of capital is continued

further. (Worawit Jaroenlert, 1990 : 57-60)

summarily, the analysis method of Manr places importance on tw,o iszueq

economic crisis is analyzd from skeletal problems and from internal conditions of the

system and therefore is not a situations occurring by chanee.

3. The Neodassical Theory of Keynesian Unemploymenl

This group of economists developed its theory from the written work of a French

economist by the name Leon Walras. Ihe neo-classic economists view society as

without contradictions in the benefits of the classes, which are antagonistic. This

economic system composes of the ownerc of capita[ land and labor. All this is held

under a basig equal ruler called "fastors of production". The shrdy about the rules and

movements of society has been reduced to the exploration of the market movements.Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D. @opulation Education) / 3l

under this th"ory the rnarket is working on a basis of absolute competitioq which

means that producers and consumers each have absolute information and the meeting

of sellers and buyus in the market causes a price system with qual demand and

supply Grice balance)- firerefore economic crisis cannot happen. There is only a

temporary disequilibriuq which is caused by outside factors creating.impediments to

the working of the free markeg for in*ance an imperfect information system holds a

monopoly in the economic systeq government intervention and the oil crisis.

Therefore the economists pass judgment on the factors impeding the working of the

free markeq like &e low ruages policy of the government and the strategy of demand

of the labor unions. If the market mchanism is left to work as usua! when high

unemployment occurs, the wage rates decrease and employment in the economic

.system will increase (Worawit Jaroenlert , 1990 :60.{i2).

Summarily, classical and neo-classic economists emphasize mingling and

harmony between the economic system and nanrre. Economic crisis will not occur

under a market sy-stem with absolute competition. There will be only temporary

disequitibrium. The movement of prices causes dernand and supply to equatize and a

balance in the rconomic system occurs. However, Keynes has pointed ow that the

adjustrrent of the economic system may not happen automatically. A crisis of over-

produGion can oocur, caused by a lack of 'effective demand'. Therefore government

intervention will be necessary tp solve the restictions on the market and to crede

continuity in the accumulation ofcapital.
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4. The Economic of Multinational Enterprise"

Since the beginning of the 1970's West-Germany and Japaq which took over the

Ford production system from Americ4 were able to reduce open technological spaces

and expanded foreign investments quickly. They became important commercial

competitors of the US, which pushed the US to turn to iacreased investments in

developing countries to reduce production capital. But this dirwt investment was not a

transfer of the entire production pro@ss, but a segmentation and delocation of the

production process into developing countries. These transfened production steps are

labor-intensive steps, which do not require expert labor, because it is production by the

assembly-line system with the objective of export based on cheap labor in third world

countries.

The moving of some production steps to developing countries results in

(l) Foreign investment organizations are able to t*,ist the production conditions,

for instance they are able to apply labor-intensive production techniques in some

segments in order to reduce production capital. But in some segments they use

machines and modern technologies in order to create labor rotation at a high rate

(employment of young workers to work hard and to be discharged quickly when the

workers deteriorate in efficiency due to hard work). At the sarne time they benefit

from using high amounts of cheap labor in developing countries.

(2) The international trading system changes. Instead of international selling and

buying it turns into internal transfers among affrliated companies between the mother

organization and its branches, in which profits are transferred back to the mother

company by transfer pricing which causes competition to b-ecome imperfect, because

giant concerns are able to set product prices without having to go thtorrgh the marketCopyright by Mahidol University
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companies, but sell goodq machines and parts in middle steps to the branch companies

at prices higher than the actual market price.

(3) The division of work between countries overlaps increasingly, for instance

modern production units and automatons are set up in dweloped countries. The easy

and labor-intensive parts of production are spread into developing countries. The

production is in the form,of international sub-contracting, in which the mother

organization will split production sqgments offfor branch companies to sub-contract

for the highest benefit from specializaioq in which the developing counties are the

producers of parts, send them to the mother organization in developed countries,

which then assembles those parts in another step into the complete product and is the

ownerofthe product.

(4) Moving some production steps to developing countries helps to save

investments, because the foreign organization does not need to hold rcA% of the

shares, but is able to do it in the forn of joint-ventures or by joint holding of shares.

Investment in this way rduces the risrcs of nationalization of that business, because

'when it is transferre( the government cannot take up production as it has to rely on

the technology and production techniques of the mother organization At the same

timg if there occur political changes in the country, the foreign investment company is

able to move or transfer factories to be set up in another country without much effort

(footJoose industries).

Summarily, multi-nationalization of concerns creates wo* and income for the

population in developing countries. But from the facts it alpears that investment of

this kind is not pennanent for various reasorur, like the problem of high unemployment

I r {4 tro+*J
- 
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in the developd country, opposition of the labor unions against moving factories

outside the countr5r, development of automated production tehnologieq etc., which

causes closing and relocation of factories back to their original country, which again

causes high unemployment and is one cause of economic crisis.

5. The theory of Bubble Economy Revisited.

Soap-bubble economy is the situation of economic prosperity arising ftom

deception of the majority of people, who hold the common belief that the prices of
goods held in stock like shares, land house, cax reservations, etg will increase in

price higher than their present prioes, which causes the search for and assumption of
profit and artificial demand ofeconomic expansion.

Economic panic therefore is not a phenomenon occuning in periods of sqbdued

economI, but is a phenomenorl which occurs in periods when the economic boom

reaches its peak Panic is the condition of a sudden stop of economy, which occurs

suddenly and is the beginning of the breaking up of soapbubble gconom% which is

the arning point of the economic cycle changing from the rising'economic cgrve to

the decreasing economic curve and is the opposite reaction to that, which occurs

wideJy on the surmise of profits in puiods of conomic growth and prosperity.
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Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D. @opulation Education) / 35

labor production
increases

growth ofthe goods producing
part for consumption / investm
assets

figure l. the circle of economic grouth

Economic recession is the dctining situation after the growth period, which

is caused by the occurrence of panic or the breaking up of the soap bubbles, in

which the dumtion of the economic reession depends on the amount of wealth,

which that society has lost from the surmise of profit and the decline of the soep

bubble economy.

Surmise ofprofits can occur whm that wiety has had an accumulation of wealth

until a certain level. Where there is no accumulation of wealtll surmise of frofit
Gannot occur. If no slrmise of profit occurs widely and spread in a wide circlg the

soap-bubble economy naturally dos not encounter a breaking up of the soap bubbles

and nanrrally there won't bg or even if there wilt be not much, effect on the economic

growt[ partianlarly on the actual part of economy.

Generally the mechanism in the creation and breaking up of soap-bubble

economies is as follows:

Change ofproduction
Techniques in the

workers centralize the
strugglg which increases
buying power

creation of a market to
release @ruumergoods
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(l) Beginning of acrcumulrrtion of weatth. Before one economic cyqle begins, if
the volume of accr.rmulation of wealth before that has been of any sizg the size of
surmise of profit occuring in the boom period will grow accordingly and the severity

of tlte panic will grow accordingly. usually one economic cycle is composed of a

boom period, a panic perio4 a decline period (recession) and a recovering period

(before a new boom begins).

(2) Facton stimulating economy occur. Which means any factors, which cause

the economic situation to grow suddenly. As for lhailand in lggg that was the

procession of incoming foreign investment. Furthermorg if there are many factors

stimulating economy occurring at the same time or if they are powerful factors, this

naturally results in causing the drive of the economic sihration to hurtle and surmise of
profit occurs easier than usral and stronger than usual.

(3) The prices of goods increase. When ttre economy is grown the majority of

Prices of goods will start to inrease, o<pansion of production will increasg import of
raw materialq construction of fictories, insallation of machines will increase.

Summarily, the actual €conomy will $afi to expand. As soon as the acnral economy

eucpandq this wiu cause the necessity to increasingly use assets, to mobilize assets, by

going through the issring ofbonds orgoing through the stock market.

(4) occurrence of surmise of profit. For as rong as the economy grows

continuously, the prices of goods will increase accordingly, which ca'ses the

beginning of surnrise of profit from the gods, which are oeected to increase further

in price without any relation to the actual value in usg which is the original atribute

ofthat good.
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Money wiII move very quickly. When srmise of profit is.conducted continuously,

money will move at a much quicker rare than originally. Credits witl expand quicHy.

Thesurmise of profit from goods will expand to a s,umise of profit from shares or

bonds. When this step is reachd much of the welth aocumulated by the population

will be used in this nrmise of profit.

Occurrence of increased demand on the acfrral cconomy. The results of grouth

from surmise of profit causes temporary profits from assets which are profit from

short-puiod zurmise of profits. The profits from these assets cause increased demand

on the part of acnral economy, partiarlady demand for ftuorry goods of various kinds.

Furthermorg the surmise of profit frorn those goods, due to having the appearance that

it must be made easily, therefore has rstictions in itse[ not like the surmise of profit

from shareg which ses itself as difficult. Therefore the srmise of profit from share

has a tendency to expand in a wider and deeper circle than the surmise of profit of

other kinds and the profits from assets arising from the srmise of profit from shares

has a tendency to be increasingly expended forthe consrmption of lunrry goods.

Entry of interventions to release credits. When the crdits, which have expand{

quickly, are increasingly and continuously usd for surmise of profit until an extent

which may be dangerous for the financial instinrtions of the qtire syster\ the central

bank will interrrene by coutrolling the. release of credia of commercial banks, which

causes the base ofthe cr€dits, which had bome influed like soap bubbles, to deflate.

The strinking of credits causes the situation of surmise of profit to overheat until it

tumb$-Jown suddenly.

The end of surmise of profit. When the siaration of surmise of profit reaches its end,

the temporarily increasd demand from the expenditure of profits from assets willCopyright by Mahidol University
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disappear firs! which @uses production in the actual economy to decrease

accordingly. The effects of a fallen down soap-bubble economy will gradually spread

to the actual economy and cause the problem of unemployrnent or the drifting of

workers in the acfiIal economy, which has to adjust by reducing the size of production

in accordance with the shrinking of the actual economy. When that point is reached,

economy is subdued or a long period of economic recession will occur (Suwinai

Pharanawalai, 1998 : 9-ll).

Summarily, economic science is very little successful in analyzing the creation

and breaking up of soap-bubble economie. This is, because economic sciences in the

pa'st emphasized analysis only of production and consumption of the actual economy,

just like the neo-classic economists of the present mostly don't accep! that

"opportunism is a very important economic behavior for the analysis of capitalistic

systems"

6. Chaos theory

. The chaos theory is called by many names, like theory of complex systems, or

theory of monolinear systemq or theory of dynamic systems. The cliaos theory is part

of holistic thinking and is wolving. The frame of this theory is divided in two major

Paf,ts, namely the open system and the closed system. A closed system is a system

without contact with the environment outside the system. An open system has contact

with the environment around itselfl All living things therefore are open systems, which

go through an evolutionary prooess and have dynamic, which causes continuous

change and no standing still. *The rqrrlated state" of thi dynamic system has

temporary stability. The new movement of thir*ing at present does not view the worldCopyright by Mahidol University
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as separate parts, but views it as a wholg or calling it another name of the th"ory

"systematic thinking,,.

In systematic thinking the truth can be considered on two levelq on a structure

level and on a proc€ss level.

Peter Henningsen explains the reason, why in *a rqgulated state,, instability

occurs, in which there are two important factors:

l' The dynamic of the system changes, which may occur from the introduction

of new prooessG into the systerq or the ol( oristing prooesses change their qualities,

particularly changes of the dpamic usually occur from prior changes of minor

subsystems.

2. Boundary conditions of the system undogo change, which usually occur

when *the rqgulated state" of a larger or equal system changes. An orample for this is

the Thai society systeq which changed when the boundary conditions, the world

As all open systems have contact with each other variedly and there are all the

time evolutionary changeg netr, processes can occur often in any system or the

boundary conditions change from their original condition Eien though the parameters

of "a regulated state' atthat time will change some, but instability occurs easily
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Figure 2. The wolutionary derrelopment

The first picture of a sphere compares to 'a regulated statd'. The form of the

area supporting the sphue praents stabilrty.

In the second picture'lfie regulated state- rolls a little to the rigtrt, it changes

continuously in this perio4 wen thougb ahe regrrlated state" is able to correct the

little sh10s, which can (rccur in the middle of the procixs. But when strong shifts

occur' *the regulatd state- caonot correct itself This shift pushes the system into a

new regulated state.

Ihe diagram of sability demonstrde the true pictnre, that ln.mnsformation
perids betw@n two *regulated 

states" there is a panicky and confused period. Small

"Tg* durhg the process can have arbitrary rei'irlts, that it progresses into an

:%ulated 
state. This arbitration occurs only when the system is instable.

In the third picture small shiftS-to the left or to the right lead to a new state for a

short time. And the new state ofthe system to the left or right is marginally different.Copyright by Mahidol University
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Henningsen srmmarizes, that "evolutionary development" of every system has

two different pqiodq a smooth period and a crisis period. Both periods usually occur

alternating. Evolution in the smooth period is a space of stability. Shifts, wen

sometimes str:ong cannot influence the entire syst€m. Ianings beyond the rqgnlated

state are pulled back into a balance within a short time. The body changes slowly but

continuously and does not stop. Evolution in a crisis period is a state of the system

without stabilrfy. In this period oocur confusion, paniq or firzziness. Small shifts are

able to arbitmte the direction of the system into a third state, which differs marginally

from the trro first states. This theory places importance in accident and explains the

history of being without regulations that it comes from Hback and reqrsive

occurence of the initial conditioq in which said condition occurs re,peatedly and

causes a diversion from the first spot of origin. Rcursive oocurence is therefore an

important mechanism in a systern, which is in the third state which causes a state

without regulations and is a crisis perio( which has trro sides, a destnrctive side,

which can cruse a calastrophg and a constructive side (Chaiwat Thingrapan , 1995 :7-

4e).

In the case of Thai society the occurrence of the economic crisis can be

explained that in the values of various systems, like the economic system, the political

syster\ the educational system, etc. occurrd a loss of stability, which appears in the

form of crisis on various sides of society, partiarlarly and "niost cleady and with

tangible effects the eonomic crisis.
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2.2. Reasons for the economic crisis of Thailand

The Thai economic crisis we are presently facing is seen as very severe. It can be

said that for 70 years or for the duration of the capitalistic economy development of

Thailand this is the first crisis ofthe system.

This Thai economic crisis is an wonomic qisis occuning simultaneously in three

scctors, namely

(l) The "long-term" economic crisis resulting from the development stmtegy

aimed principally to expand economically, so that the natural environment was

destroyed and domestic natural resources were exhausted and led to enormous loss of

social capital.

@ The "medium-term' economic crisis is based on the economic stnrcturg

which appears in the form of 'a production structure which could not adjust in time

with the changes of world economy'n which made Thailand lose its advantage.

(3) The "short-term" economic crisis is a crisis of the decision-making.process in

ihe public and in the government sector. This oisis is the problem of lack of vision of

limitations and the problem of increased lack of morals in administration.

This severe economic crisis is the acctrmulative rezult of the continuous activities

during the 19E7'ies of many important administrative groups. In the world economic

system without borders underthe basic line of fre trade said economic crisis occurred

in Thailand since the end of 1996, which causd the economy in said"period to slow

down suddenly, in which the GDP could only grow by 6%compared to more than t%

for rnany years before that. An important factor causing ttre slow-down is the being

srbdued of the export branclq which from 1996 staid at an almost stable value.
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Besides that the real estate branch experienced a donnfall with a large zurplus which

still cannot be sold.

b 1997 Thai economy was clearly visible in a sloweddown siaration resulting

continuously from the economic situation in the past year. The economic problems

were so severe and arose to urch height that it tmed into the most important national

economic crisis in the period after World War 2. The important part with the most

problems was the financial branch and the foreign curency markeq which put the

money market and the asset market in turmoil and caused damage to other parts of the

economy, affecting production, conzumption and investments ofthe country togetlrer.

The problem of the doumfrll of the real estate business doubled the swerity. In

1997 the government used many measures to relieve the problem, like the installation

of a joint real estate fund for small buyers, reduction of the fee rates for the

registration of transfer of real estate property and the isnring of credits for the

acquisition of residences. But these rn.".*o dia not have much effect.

The actual roots of 'the Thai economic crisis", which is presently taking place,

are the debts from the private s6tor, particularly from finandial institutioru, which

caused 5 enormous economic problems as follows:

(1) Iffk of account balance.

(2) The lending of money of the prinate sector is in the form of short-term

investments, but in return the loans are released as long-terrr loans relying on a stable

exchange rate.

(3) The Thai private sector took loans from domestic loan.sources in large

amounts, w}ich caused the financial sinration to show a much higher debt rate than

average. Copyright by Mahidol University
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(a) The Thai financial institutions were unable to pay their debts.

(5) The Bank of Thailand vainly funneled large amouds of money into the

systeru

From those 5 problems the most sgverewas the problem of banknrptcy of

financial instiurtions. What will happen to Thai economy for many years from now on

is a combined recession, uftich has a mechanism according to the foltowing

(individual sector) (Bank finance sector)

Breking up of a soap bubble economy

Demand for
real estate
decreases

Direct concentration of
assets by passing the
issuing of notes gets more
diffficrilt

Trust crisis of financial
institutions

Money leaving the system
reduces the release ofdebts

Atrects
vehicle
industry and
the retail
business,

The anount of money in the
system decreases

combined economic recession take place in alt three sectors

Figure 3. the process oftreation of a combined conomic recesionCopyright by Mahidol University
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2.3.Ihe unemployment situation during the economic crisis

Thai society experiences is a phenomenon called by sociologists the loss of

social classes or de-classification, which is happening presently and to a wide exte,lrd

in the classeg which are the stnrcture of the modern economy in the cities, partiorlarly

the gret-capitdist class, the middle class (owners of medium and small sized

businesses, salary recipients, partiorlarly in the private sector) and the working class

(workers in business - industry, media and various small services). This naturally

wears away severely on the power of economy, society and politics of the nation.

The economic crisis catrsed the number of poor people to increasg because apa.:t

of the workers became unemployed and without income. In Thai society, particularly

in the cities, we will find the appeaance of the goup of 'nnew poot'' or labor with

education but without worlg because under the economic crisis employers introduced

various measures to reduce capital investment @antit Thanachaisetawut ,1997:36)

- increasing the work for employees, in which the companies claimed economic

problems as reason

- reduction of working days or leuing workers work wery other day by payrng

less wages

- reduction of welfare benefitq like factorieq which formerly arranged for free

accommodation start to collect fees for water and elwtriciry exempt free lunches

- late payment ofwages

- dismissal of workers in many places. In some places the employers refuse to

pay the legitimate compensation

- they don't accept new workers, but spread the work or use temporary

production systems Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Literature Review / 46

- they close their businesses in Bangkok and transfer production to companies

upcountry in orderto reduce wages

- some factories stop to increase wages annually, partiorlarly factories without

agreements about anrual raises

- they nrbmit opposing demands to create disputc and finally dismissals from

work

2.3.1. The unemployment situation

In 1996 the population of Thailand amounted to about 60.12 million people.

From that number 33.94 million people were able to work From those 33.25 million

people had worlg in which 46.5% were working outside the agricultural sector and the

remaining 53.5% were working in the Agricultural sector. There were 500,000 people

officially unemployd meaning seeking work. Besides that there were people not

seeking work but ready to work, which set the unemploSnnent rate at ZYo of the entire

labor force.

The slowing down economytumed the unemployment sinration into an important

problem. In 1996 only'5,0.00 people were dismissid from work Bw within the first 8

months of 1997 atcording to the labor control system of the ministry of labor and

social welfare 15,853 people were laid off and the dismissal rate increased until the

year 1998.

In 1998 Thailand had a population of 61.2 million people, in which 33.2 million

people were able to work From that number 31.7 million people had worlg in which

16.l million people were working in the agricultural sector and 15.6 million people

were working outside the agriorltural sector. The number of unemployed people

Copyright by Mahidol University
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amounted to 2 millioq which set the unemployment rate d.5.93o/o of the entire labor

force.

Table I the rumbs of frcilities ceasing activities and the number of persons laid off

nationwide between 1994-1993

Year
t994 1995 1996 t997 .1998

(Jan. - July)

Number of facilities 177 74 77 903 2,167

Number of persons laid off 5,970 6,936 5,015 44,754 208,425

Source: deparfinent of expertise and work plans, deparfinent of welfare and labor

control 1999

The kind of businesses with a tendency to high lay-offs are the cloth

manufacu,ring; clothes, canned and frozen food, eletrical and electronic equipmenq

footwear and lettrer products, real estatg cars and partq furniture and rvood products,

jewelry, service business, financiat institutions, departrrent store industries (society of

economics, 1999 : 3 19-320)

Besides the problem of incrasing lay-offs in 1998 the employment situation

decrease4 too, due to swem,l cutses as follows:

l. The need for neu, labor decrease4 which can be seen from the number of

projwts receiving investment support n lgg7, which started business. In 1998 there

were only 360 projects, which is a decrease of ll.t% compard to the previous year.

Invqtments wqe 456.385 billion Bahq a decrease o! 14.2%, and the need for labor

was only 145,445 peoplg a decrease from 1996 of 2g.gTo.Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Literature Review / 48

2. The problem of alien labor coming to work in Thailand which including all

nationalitia numbered 1,0@,934 peoplg in which aliens entering the country and

receiving legitimate work permits numberd 78,Ms people, and 986,889 worters

entered tlre country illegitimately. This naturatly means taking work and opportunities

from unemployed Thai people.

3. The number of people finishing education from government and private

institutions entering the labor market increases every year, which equals an increase in

the number of unemployed in the labor markeq bcause the number of work positions

is limited and new employments decrease.

2.3.2. Help for laid offpersons

Dueto said problem of lay-offand unemployrnent the government set up a

national labor problem relief policy committee at the end of 1997 atdthe committee

defined 7 mesures to solve the problem of about 2 million unemployed in 1998 as

follows:

l. Saving measurq (Thais help Thais) by encouraging the distribution of cheap

goods, setting up profession funds and srpport in marketing to relieve problems in

making a living.

2. Employment measures in the countryside by having the ministries and

departments emphasize the employment of labor instead of machineg employment of

labor for local development and employment of labor for the preserrration and

resuscitation of nahrre.

3. Measure to solve the problem of alien labor by a policy pushing foreign labor

to give Thais more opportunities.

4. Meazure to send rhai laborto work abroad for income into the coutry.Copyright by Mahidol University
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5. by emphasizing

encour4gement of businesses with high employment numbers as well as

encouragement of farmers to receive indusrial work to do at home and to develop

industry in the families.

by encouraging

laid offpeople to have some land to frrm on unused ground by financial support and

plants and animals to enable them to become self-reliant.

7. Projects to create professions to help find professional directions as to be able

to conduct free professions.

2.4- The Thai economic crisis under the IMF conditions: effects on families,

migrations and search forwa5rs out

The quick economic growth of Thailand in the pas period cowrts as a period of

highest grountr in the Thai economic history. Many factors caused 2 groups of people

to enter the industrial seclor deliberately. The first gtroup are businessmen in Thailand

and foreign investors, who trned from neighboring countries to Thailand for golden

investment occasions. An4 importantly, they received support from various financial

institutions in their investments as well as many benefits from the government. The

second gtroup are citizens from the agricultural sector, who have flowed into the

industrial sector and have placed the highest dreams of their tiro oo said option by

abandoning the warrrth of the fanily and nqlecting the ensuing social problems.

In the middfe of 1996 the prosperity of Thai @onomy began to slow down.

Problems increased in the money business and spread into the industial sector

quickly. Many businesses reduced the number of their employees in many forurs andCopyright by Mahidol University
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by many methods, combined with the amouncement of the derease in value of the

Bahq which resulted in an increase of capital in imported goods. The credit circle

tightened, which catrsed busincses to stop as they faced the problem of a severe lack

of liquidity. The conditions of said problem caused the Thai gov€rnment to take a loan

from the IMF in order to solve the problem of the economic oisig which had effects

on a masro and a micro level.

Snrdies find that the economic crisis situation at this time has negative effects on

the poor populace more severely than on the business sector or the government sector.

The development plicy emphasizing prosperity is strongly tied to consumptioq

forcing the populace to develop themselves in ways of production and way of life

according to Capitalisrq which rely on goods and assets ortside the communities,

society and the country. Added to policies of the government with support of the IMF,

like the rduction of the Baht nalue by 40 to 5Woin some periods and an increase of

value added tax from 7 to !@/o, or an increase rate of 307o, this naturally atrec.ted

living expenses of the populace for the most part Workers s.rpporting their lives by

selling their labor in exchange for wages saw that the value of the money they

received decrease4 because the money inflated in the monomic system while they had

to accept higher ta:res.

Summarily, the economic crisis this time had negative effects on the majority of

the population. The size and characteristics of these effects on the different population

groups may differ s6me. In this study the researcher put importance on the group of

employees in the industrial and service sector who were effected- by the economic

crisis so that they had to decide to migrate back to their original io*tio*. particularly

populace from the Norttr-East was affected the mosq because said group are seen to beCopyright by Mahidol University
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'people on the rim" or nfeople with tow social opporarnities, because during

eronomic prosperity businesses grew and the activities of many entreprenzurs were

encouraged and received help from the government in various forms, tike the

plovision of sources for industrial settlemeffs, tax oremptions, asset increase in

money sources for increased liquidity, etc. on the other hand the living conditions of

said people on the rim were still always poor and needy. Thailand is an orample of the

moral that workers have to.work hard. Thailand is one of the counfiies with the highest

labor working hours (Nikom Jantarawituq 1996:21).

When workers are working hard, but have low incomg many people turn to

working overtime in eras of economic prosperity. Working for increased income

causes them to have to devote their entire body to work in exchange for wages and

safety, which causes them not to have time fortheurselves, no time to aspire education

for increased knowtedge. They are unable to join businesses or union administrations,

they have no opportunity to join social activities outside the factories. Therefore the

workers in said system are unable to develop themselves.

On the opposite sitg during the economic crisis it was again this group of people

who reeived n(Eative effects most severely and quickly and were pushed by society

to migrate back to their original locations to cr6e agricultrral produce under many

limitations, partiorlarly limitations by dstruction ofrsources for a living.

The economic crisis had the resrlt that the e,penses in the families of the

population in the countryside increase4 because oonsumer goods of city society kind

entered the countrysidg which caused farmers to have expetuffi and to hold various

taditional fqtivities lururiously and competitively. Besid& that there are also

etrPenses for physical treatrren! education of the childreq which increased while theCopyright by Mahidol University
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farmers did not have continuous income. The income therefore was not suffrcient to

cover expenses in the families, which ld to loans and debts in the following. The

policy to develop economy for orport encouraged farmers to plant single crops for

salg which is an agriorltural system which doe not sprad produce and catrsq risks

concerning the produoe, because of natural disasterg price insecurity, while the

production &ctors are expensivg because an economy of planting for sale is a singte

crop systera which has to rely on the use of machine, chemical fertilizer and

chemicals to increase the amounts of produce. When oil became more er(pensivg other

production factors became more expensive as well, includiag wages for ploughs.

Farmers lacking land had to rent land at high priceq combind with the fact that before

that the situation of labor migrating into industial factories caused a lack of

agricultural labor. labor prices in the agricultural sector therefore rose. Even though

the decrease of the Baht value may help the ocport sdor some, it has negative effects

causing farrrers to have to pay increased amounts of capital for productioq to have

increasing debts and to iuve less negotiating power.

If considering the effects on farrlers or population in the countrysidg who make

up the majority of the country, the effests can be divided as follows:

l. Living expenses rise the more the Baht decreastis. So the problems bwome

more severg like food prices.

2. Production ereenses increasg which

farming fertilizer and seed prices, etc.

means labor prices and wages for

3. Debts increase due to various causes, nalnely deterioration of the soil

condition, drop of produce, natural disasters ocorrringofteq rent of land, interest for
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loans and the disability of the government to control the various production frctors,

etc.

From the unemployment situation said unemployed people adjusted to the

economic crisiq in which a part movd from work inside the grsrem (formal sector) to

work outside the system (infonnal sector) in the branches of commerce and senrice,

brcause they were unable to remain in the situation of being unemployed. Therefore

they had to turn to working a little here and a little there to g€t by, partiorlarly in

personal services and service in the frmily. Work in the labour market outside the

system pays a large part. From the snrdy about working otfside the system by the

national statistical offrce (1996) is found that in the commercial branch there are E0%

people working in the labour market outside the system- In the personal service sector

and service in the family there are 8@/o people working in the labor market outside the

system as well. orily 2tr/o are working within the system (National Office of Statistics,

1996 : s).

Besides thag another part of the unemploye4 who formerly used to work in

constructioq productioq workers and employees have as high* educational level not

more than p.rimary education and have receivd the most s€v€re effEects from said

crisiq migrated back to their original location, in which the pe,rsons migrating back to

the Norttr-East are the mosq namely abou 390,000 people or 650/oor all those who

migrated. R€turn to the countrjrside is seen as the las option available. Therefore the

families in the countryside, who are pmr and make up thg majority of the country,s

population, have to take most of said liability.

Concerning the 26.9 million people outside work power, ufto for the mos part

are children and adolelcents and another part the elderly, novice pnests, disabled, etc.,Copyright by Mahidol University
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they were affected the same way, because uzually this group has to rely on those who

are labor. When those personq who are important labor of the family, are laid offor

their actual income to take care of the family decreases, nahrmlly causes them to

receive less zuppo4 like even the numbs of people donating food to priests and

making merit dwreaseg because of the eoonomic problems. Children from poor

families may even more lack qualrty food or may increasingly lack being taken care of

or may be made to stop studying by their parentq beause they want them to help

work or don't have money to spend on their education.

A clear orample about the effects on the families of persons, who were laid ofr is

the fact that the assistant minister of education has received information that there are

28,695 pupils and snrdents, whose guardians have been laid off due to economic

problems, divided into t306 d a level before primary educatioq lS,gO7 at primary

educatioq8,803 at secondary education in the @rrmon and professional branctr, and

1,616 at a level after soondary educatioq and it is believed that another large number

of pupils and snrdents have been affected (Nuhil Kokij, l99g : l9).

2.5 Situation and Trend of Child Labour in Thai Society

The special feanre of Thailand is that the country is undergoing a @urse of rapid

change towards a new MC. 1 rnight be expwted that the impact of grouth will

reduce the number of children entering into thb labour rnark€q yet this does not seem

to be the case, and there is no guarantee about it. Atthough we might not be able to

assess the number of children in the marke! the complexity of the issre manifested by

a widespread use of child labour in various activitiesi child tabour'iinkages with stre€t
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children and child prostitutiorq and immigrant child workers, shows the persistency of

the problem.

In many societies working childre,n are acceptable as part of the in socialization

prooess. Some children may have to work for different reasong and in urost casq

combine work with education The qu*ion of chitd labour is therefore not solely

basd on the concern as to why some children have to e,lrter the labour markeq but

rather on why they are exploited in the world of work. In this regar4 there are three

points that strould be brought to attention.

o povert! and its changrng connotation

. value conflicts and disappearing moral economy

o incomplete adjustment oftmditional production relations

Poverty and its changing connotation: It was clear in the beginning that child

labour came from poor families (Se, for o<amplg Alterntivg 1983, Orattrai and

Riclrter, 198% and Chantana 1993). There is no doubt that poverty is a driving factor.

However recently, families and children have been developing a aew attiurde towards

work and education Beforg children who had to work instqd of continuing their

education were those who have no choice. Today, there are more and more children

and farnilies who see that children have a choice to earn cash sooner bmause the

labour market opens for more emplolment opprarnities. This trend is also seen as an

occupational shift in the younger generati6n from agriarlnrat to non-agricultural

occupations. It happens in parallel with the economic transition in which the

agricultural sector is declining. Iraing children enter the lalourmartet is a way for

them to be integrated in the mainstrqm economy becairse it could mean an
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improvement of their standard of living. For children, to work and to have an

experience in a capital city like Bangkok is a kind of social mobility.

Vdue conflicts and disappearing moral Gconomy: While economic transition

is takiag place in Thailan( the qustion is raised why some c,hildren have to bare the

burden as cheap labour. This quction is more relwant to children who have to work

outside their community environment and social nonns, i.e., migrant child workers. It

is or$omary in Thai society thar children share some of the household work incluiing

family economic activities. But to let children leave the household to earn money or

to exploit children in their place of work is new phenomena- Child abuse is an iszue

where we still do not have enough understanding. However, itis observed that there is

a 'ralue 
conflict bel;wen child's welfare and what is perceived as economic

achievement. This conflist stems from a misperception of child rights. Economic

rationality, at least in a narrow sense, may ovenide the fundamental values of social

integration and solidarity. Social responsibility and care for children is relatively

weakening in family, community, business and government s€ctor, because it does not

match with the new ralitim our children are &cing. Parents are found to have traded

their children; businms exploits their labour, and the government invests less on

children's social seority than economic growth promotion- This nalue conflict and

misperception of child rights will require a universal campaign to raise the awareness

of all adults concerned in order to soften the impact of conomic rationality.

Incomplete adjustment of tr:aditional production rclationi: The employer

employee relationship, espcially in small sele enterprises, is a missing subject in the

study of child labour despite its significance for policy formuldiou It is observed that

alarge number of child labourer are caught in traditional relations of produaion whereCopyright by Mahidol University
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child labour depends on a paternalistic relationship with employers. Unfortunately,

the puernalistic relationship is now operating in the new environment of a higher

degree of competitiveness. Pressure is then put upon employe, especially those in

the disadvant4ged soup tike child labour. Reciprocity betwen employers and

employees is deteriorating and might not provide a guarartee for social security for

young workers. This area still needs further investigation, and obviously the existing

labour protection cannot effectively deal with this tlpe of relationship. Moreoveq

enforcement of existing laws still continues to be a problenq as it has ben for a long

time.

2"5.1 situation and rrend of children in the r,abour lt{arket

Children in the labour force

Even though child labour has been present in Thai labourmarket for almost thre

decades, judgrng from an official report on child labour in 196E, the sources of data

for a review of the situation have not bee,n developed accordiqgll,. We still depend on

conventional sourcG of stati*ics, i.e., Iabour Force SunreSl, and Child and youth

Survey of the National Statistics Office, tniusries and Workers Suney of the

Ministry of Labour and Soc,ial Welfare (Mol-slv). These report the sitgation of

worting children by legal definition and do not necessarily reflect the reality.

However, as long as alternative sour@s of informaiion are not dwelopd

conventional statistics are still useful for an oveniew.

Ideally, children in the same age-group as child workers are supposed to be in. ,'
school completing their secondary level until grade 9 (Mor 3 in Thai schooling

system) Which is a custom of average Thai dhildren betrneen lz-ls years old. UntilCopyright by Mahidol University
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recently, the proportion of young children not in school was alarmingly high. Almost

half of them did not continue to secondary leve[ not to mention a number of them

dropping our before completing lvl|. Since 1991, thingis appear to have ben

improving. Silaporn srmmarizs that there is an increasing proportion of school

children in their school-age group and also a gradual rise of a number of children

continuing to secondary school (Silaporn, 1995:71-74). In 1993, the staistics are even

more exciting with 84.7 per cent of pupils in primary school rerraining in school and

up to 76 per c€xrt going on to secondary level (Silaporn Nakornarp. 1995:75).

Specifically, the figure from the Iabour Force Survey betnen 1990-1993 shows

that the percentage of children shrdyrng age 13-14 is on the risg from 53.9 per cent in

1990 to 71.1 per cent of children in the same age group in 1993

Table 2. The situation of children Group 13-14 years of Agg 1990-1993

Source.: Data from The Labour Force Suwey Round 3, August 1990-1993, the

. National Statistics Offrce. , .,

Note: I / Labour force includes those who are not in school and ready to work but may

Cateeories 1990 l99r 1992 1993
Group population/ \{&ole pooulatioa 4.3 4.4 4.3 4.2
Group Iabour force/ Whole Labour force 2.9 2.7 2.t 1.6
Group [abour force/ Crroun oooulation 37.0 3s.l 28.9 2t.l
Group working children/ Group population 35.7 33.9 28.5 20.8
croup working children/ Whole working
population

2.9 2.7 2.2 t.6

Group sludyrng children/ Group population 53.9 56.9 64.6 7t.l

not necessarily be working aI time ofthe survey. '
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8.0 million children and youth (13-19) were in the labour force in 1997, analmost

16 per cent decline from 1990. Ofthese, at least 213,861were children betrveen 13-14

years of age. If we include children younger than 13 years old and not in the labour

force but might be engaged iuto some kinds of worh the number would be higher.

The report, of Child and Youth Survey 1997 finds that children btrneen l5-I9 who

might be indirectly

atrested by the national poticy and action on child labour prevention and protection is

classified as follows:

Table 3. An Overview of Ihe Number of Children who enter the l:bour Ivlarket,l997

Categories Number

Child & youth labour force (13-19)
Child labour force (13-14)
ehild labour force (15-19)
Children not in school (t3-19)

8.0 million
213,861

2,282,923
2,496,794

Source.': The Labour Force Survey Round l, Febroary, National Statistics Office

t997

Report of the children and Youth survey, National statistics office 1997

The main reasons for children not being in school are known to be two: one is the

accessibility to the service in terms of location of schools or distance from homg and

the affordability (46.8 o/o); arrd the other is the household's and child's needs to work

for additional income (18.3 7o) $able a). The problems of accessibility (including

affordability), and household needs for income are felt.

were not in school accounts for2,282,923 .

Sumrnary, the child and youth population in 1997 which
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Table 4. Percent4ge of Children and Youth 13-19 Years of Age not Aftending School

by Reasons for not Attending School" Sor and Working, l99g

Source: Report of children and youth survey 1997, National Statistics office.

Note : working is employed persons duriry I February, 1996 -31 January, 1997

Working Children

The situation of a decreasing participation rate of children in the labour force. has

taken place only recently. The previous enaluation of the number of working children

and the size of child labour force indicates a rising trend of working children of I l-I4

years old during 1984 and l9S8 (Chantana 1992:10-ll). From 1990 oq the figure in

Reasons fornot
Auending School

13 - 14group 15 - 19 Crroup

Total lvlale Female Total Male Female

Total 100.0 100.0 r00.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Sickness, Physical
Disability
Or Mental
flandicao

8.5 9.5 .7.1 3.6 3.2 4.1

No Financial
Suooort

49.3 43.9 56.9 u.4 42.8 46.1

Disance of
Schooland
Problem in

Communication

1.8 0.8 3.2 2.9 3.6 2.1

Hadto Eam
Livelihood

12.2 t3.2 t0.7 24.s 2t.o 28.3

No Interestin
Studvins

17.3 20.0 13.4 13.E l8.l 9.2

Cound not
Admiued

0.5 0.5 0.3 2.6 2.8 2.3

Miscounduct 2.9 3.6 1.9 t.8 3.0 0.5

Others 7.4 t.4 6.r 6.t 5.2 7.0

Unlcrown 0-2 0 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.5
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Table 2. indicates a rather positive trend of more children in school, meaning that there

are fewer children who have to work Stict comparison camot be done with the

prwious study, because the age classifioation in the statistical report was not the same

in 1988 and 1990 due to the raising of minimum age for child labourers from 12 to 13

years old, the latest four years fiend (1990-1993) gves us some hope for an

improvement. The considerable change in the proprtion of chitdren in school and in

the labour force took place only after l99l which is the penod when implementation

of the universal education policy is taking its momentum

The number of working children as appea$ in the Iabour Force Survey 1997

shows that there were 1,982,435 working children. This number @vers a wide range

ofwor((See table 5)

Table 5. Pecentage of employed children and youth aged 13 - 19 years by work

statuq 1997

Work

status

13-14 15-19

Total lvlale Female Total lvlale Female

Total employed persons

Work status

Employer

crovern employee

Private employee

Own account worker

Unpaid familyworker

162,341

100.0

0 ..;

0

36.5

2.9

60.5

93,969

100.0

0

36.9

3.8

59.3

68,372

100.0

0

0

36.0

1.8

62.2

1,820,094

100.0

0.1

1.6

57.2

2.8

38.3

\azt,gM

100.0

0.2

1.8

55.7

3.0

39.4

798,190

100.0

2.5

37.0

0.1

1.3

59.1

Source : Labour Force Survey, round t, tr'ebruary,t99Z
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Distribution of \torking Children

Agriorlture still absorbs the majority of working children although the percentage

has decreased considerably. It is found that workers of older age work in the

nonagrianlnral swtor morethan the you4ger ones.

Most child workers are sill in the nrral areas because ofthe nature of agriorltural

occupation itself, Employment in non-agricultural work may involve travelling to get

a job because almost 50 per cent of orterprises, small and large scalg are located in

Bangkok and adjacent area- Bangkok is still the major destination for migrant

workers. The record of labour inspection in 1993 indicates 50.6 per cent of inspected

child labour (13-18) was locatd in Bangkok and its satellites. Unfortunately, we do

not have information and knowledge about migrant workers in new industrial centre

such as the Eastern Seaboard. Thq new industrial provinces could be a new target area

for further investigation ofthe problem of child labour.

Tabte 6. Distribution of Working Children by Industry

Source: LabourForce Sunen RoundS, Auguiffi
StatisticiOffice

Industry
19t8. Employed penons in 1993 Employed persons in 1994

ll-14
Grouo 7o

1$14.
grouD

Vo l$19
Groun

,: 1!14
grouD

Vo l$19
Grouo

o/o.

Agrioilture 87-6 4U.4 78.0 2,269.9 u.4 333.9 76.4 l,9g5.g 63.8
Mining o.4 0 6.7 0.2 0.9 o.2 4.6 0.t

Idanufacturing 3.4 43.9 8.5 54,/..t 15.4 28.2 6.5 45t.9 14.9
Constnrction 0.5 5.1 0.9 178.0 5.1 8.5 1.9 145.0 4.7

Elecuiciry 0.0 0 5.6 0.2 0 0 2.3 0
Commerce 5.4 32.9 6.3 248.4 7.1 37.9 8.7 238.5 7.7
Tmnsport 2.O 0.4 36.9 -. 1.0 2.4 0.5 42.7 1.4
Services 2.9 29.5 5.7 233.3 6.6 24.7 5.7 D8.4 7.3
Not Described 0.0 0 0.6 0 0 0 0.6 0
TOTAL I00.0 518.2 100.0 3-523.4 100.0 436.9 100.0 3.110.3 100.0
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In the non-agricultural sector, children work as unskilled labour. The survey of

children in the work place in 1990 found children younger than 18 years old are

scattqed in more than 70 tJpes of enrcrpriseg principal among them being garments,

shoes, constnrction, leather bqgs, gems ortring retaurana, fisheric, retailing stores,

dererts and bakery, fishing nets, garages, and gas stcions (chantana 1992:22). The

recent l99l srrvey by the,Department of Health in four disricts in Bangkok found

similar Upes of enterprises that hired childreq the major onm including garments,

shoes, leather bags, glass, gold omaments and prastic products. @epartment of

Health 1994: n -3).

Although child labour may be distributed in rarious tpes of work with different

cooditions, which makes pollcy intervention diffiorlg the enterprises in which they

work are usually clustered in more or less the same are4 where small scale enterprises

or factories are concentrated. The survey of sreets and disrids in Bangkok indicates

locations where such enterpriss might be found; they arg Yannawa, pasicharoen,

Thonburi, Klongsarrl and Bangrak.

Characteristics and Attitude of Chitd lVorkerc

Data from the larget survey ofchild labour(1005 cases from 293 enterprises in 4

major provincas) conducted by Chulalongkorn Univosity Social Research Institute in

l99G9l, indicated that working children are migrant workers from agricultural

households in the poorest region ofthe country, the Northeasg and from slum areas in

46175
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Bangkok (chantana Banpasirichote, lgg2). The first te,n provinces of origin were

Bangkok and those listed as poverty target ares ry the Office of the National

Economic and Social Developme,lrt Board (NESDB).

Forhmately, all working children form the $rvey had obtaind at least 6 years

compulsory educatioq although this lenel it is hardly sufficient to get out of the

unskilled goup. The survey, which uses accidental sampling also found children

between 13-15 years old more often than other groups (abors 65 per cent of the

sample). There are children younger than 13 years old but not more than 3 per cent of

the sample. Generally very young working children witl be those of self- employed or

still working with their family ( Omrhai and Richter, 1989).

The most recent investigation of 165 child labourer in 1995 by the Foundation for

Children's Development (FCD) at Hua lampong Railway Sation on their tip back

home during the Song lftan FstiwL still confirms the current charameristics of child

labour in Bangkolq in thar, almost half of the interviewed working children are

between l3-t5 yea$ old (42.4 Yo), arc. as expecteq there are 3 per cent of those

younger than 13 years old. The majority (8S %) are migrant workers from the

northastern provinces including Uboruachathanee, Srisakeq Sakonnakorl Nongka!

surin, Burirum, Khon Kaeq tuanasaratam, Nong Bualampoo, Kalasin and

chaiyapurn As well, 9! nu cent ofthem have completed grade 6 in school.

The method of geffiiig a job in Bangkok for the first time is through the

introduction ofrelative (60.6yo)and friends (g.lyo)or coming with agents who fetch

them from villages (12.1 yo). It is also interesting to find that in fact there are a

considerable proportion seekiqg a job by themselves by way of walk-in application

(9.7 y") or reponding to newspaper advertisements. Job placement services haveCopyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D. @opulation Education) / 65

become less popular (1.8 7o) but the service might be operated in conneqtion with

those employment agents bringrng children directly from thevittages.

It is interesting to observe that in the FCD's recent sllrvey there are almost the

same numberofchildren who come to Bangkok because (l) parents want them to earn

income Q7.3 y") and (2) children themselves wanr to visit Bangkok (26.1 Zo). Those

giving the main reason as poverty reveals only 4.8 per cent. This recent investigation

supports the aszumption of the previous Chulalongkorn University report in 1990

showing that children are beginning to choose to work rattrer than to work bwause of

economic prssure.

It is no surprise to find that child labourer realize about their household,s

insufficient income. The more interwting poin! howwer, isthatthere are a number of

children looking for alternative income with no regard to whether their households are

facing severe poverty or not. The motives for working become more diversified and

most working children share decision wi& their parents. . ,

For most northeastern people, going to work in Bangkok is a .must,. This

experience is passed through from one generation to an<ither. The meaning of this

orperience is like a certificate of life education

At worlg some children expresed beiog homeick Q5 y"). Around one-fourth of

them said the work is heavy and they have not enough rest e3 yo). It is also

intersting to find that around one out of wery four childien have a sense of low wag€

rxe (26 Yo) ud a large number have changed their job because of this reasor

Enterprise owners also reported a high turn-ov€r rate of young workers (Chantana

Banpasirichot e, l9g2: 2O).
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2.6 Policiq and Actions on Child Labour

\ilork Conditions and Exploitation

Child labour ocploitation in the non-agriorlturat s€ctor neds no introduction and

interpretation since the law is the prdstick. Concerns about the condition of child

labour are basically working houry tJrp€s of worlg night worh and working days.

Wages are notthe most cnrcial asp6t of labour inspection bcause wages usually go

hand in hand with non-monetary payrnents by employers such as housing food,

transportation, etc.

In the agriarltural sector and in work for hmilies, tlre definition of exploitation is

not clear cut (unless children are used in a large planation or agri-business to make

their employers a large profit but rweive a small r€turn). Recently, an afiempt to

capture child e;rploitation in agriorlnral sector, found that the condition of children as

seasonal migrant farm-workers is worrying and measnre"s should be taken @ravit

Thomyaviq 1992). Child labourer under 15, who are ternporary u/age workers in their

oum locality, are in a better shape in terms of working hours and gpes of worlg

although wages are very low.

However, the picnre of child exploitation remains dominated by child

employment in non-agricultral sectoq or in partiarlar, the rnanufacturing indus6y.

The comparison of four studies in l9E6 Oflts), 1990 (cusRl} l99t @epar&nent of

Health), and 1995 (Foundation for Children's Development) on children in

manufacturing industry does not indicate a considerable improvement of conditions in

the workplace, although there might be a little positive change in thly.orkinc hours as

shown in the shrdy by the Department of Health- Neverttreless, in genera[ long
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working hours, low wageq limited facilities and accessibility to services can still be

observed (NYB, 1986; chantana, r99! Department ofHealth, 1994;FcD, 1995).

The sfirdies by NYB and the Departuent of Health have also checked on welfare

for child labourer but the daails of the investigations cannot be compared. In

general, the two studies have not provided any confidence that there is a change in

significant aspects of welfare such as health examination e - s%),

safety device (6 - lSW, 'nurses or doc,tors (0.5 - z.Sy[.Other educational and

recreational equipment are also minimum (6 - ly/o). This situation of inadequate basic

welfare does not even touch the question of accessibility to any sort of educational

provision for the child ' s personal development.
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Table 7. Conditions of Work Reported in Four Suweys

Sources : I National Youth Bureau , Welfare and Develooment of Child Labour in the

Manufacturing Industries. Bangkoh .1986, p.186, 189, 19{

' Chantana Banpasirichot

Disadvantaged Children: Child Iabour, Bangkok :Chulalongkorn University

Social Research Institrre, I 992" p.a0-54.

3 Deparment of Heatth, d.d, Dwelopment of a Model for Health

Promotion of Child Labour through Coopercion betn'een Government

ana Non-Covernmem Organizationiangkoh 1994,p.3 I ..

a Foundation for Children 's Developmetrq * A report of.the survey on child

. 
labour V2i38' ,l:ltApril 1995

Note: Child workers in the above shrdies are under 15 years old except CUSRI and

FCD report which have a component of children betneen 15-18 too.

cent
Selated I\[YB,l896l

(N=32O
cusRllggo2

(N=949)
MOPH,l9913

(N=198)
FCD,19954
(N=l6O

Working hour
58 hours/day
>8 houn/dav

3.7
84.9

28.6
70.6

43.4
55.1

6.7
91.5

No.of workinq days
t6.2
8.0

6t.7
26.9

89.9
4.5

58.2
30.3

6 days/week
7 davs/week
Nieht work
(22.00-06.00 hr.) 8.6 24.4 ll.6 N/A
Break
< I hour
2 hours

70.1
3.4

MA N/A N/A

Average income
Bath/month 300-500

(plus
additional)

4000-2,500
(nclusive)

MA N/A
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The issre of hazardous work is another @noern particulady for child labour in

manufacturing industry. Thse are many case where children may be ogosed to risky

worlg ie., metal worlg fisherie, glass factories, plastic molding construction, garages,

gas stations, shoe factories. Such tlpes ofenterprise involve some forms of chemicalq

excessive heaq solvents, machine appticatioq and dampness. Unfortunately, the recent

survey by the Department'of Health (1994) sill funds children working in some of
those occupations. In additioq hazardous work can very well be a part of light work if
and children extend long working hours and lose control of their body movement and

concentration on work There are children rescued and found crippled from sitting on

their legs for too long even in light work Case studies of current child labour as well

as newspaPer reports substantiates the persistence of child labour in manufacturing

industries

Child labour exploiation is not confined only to the workplace. Report from

NGO like the Forrndation for Children's Development shows that throughogt the job

seeking process, from home to factories, the unsuspecting can be cheated at any time.

The economic abuse of children in the job seeking procss has.been neglected in

re@nt years. The latest and perhaps the only campaign on prirrate job_placement

services and the problem of child labour was in 1983. Since then, there has not been

an evaluation of the situation of placement services. The Foundation for Children,s

Development has detected a changing pattern of services towards job-demanded

posters, passenger-catchers at rmrious bus/train stations, village'child-brokers . (who

might be anybody well known in the community), and so on It is also observed that

the kinship network serves as an important channel to the labour market. yet, this doesCopyright by Mahidol University
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not mean that the problem of child economic abuse from prirarc phcement services

subsides. The report of assistance to child labour of the Foundation for Children,s

Development duing 1982-1989 indicates that 65 % of children having a problem and

seeking for an assistance used private placement serrrice.

Imking into the problems facing this group of child labour, it can be obserrred

that the traditional problem ofcnrelty is less sEyere. The remaining problems are

however related to working conditions and wages. The worst is that we begin to see

child labour &cd with their own social problems instead ofproblems related to

employment alone. It has not been showu in the previous records betrreen l9E2-gfthat

children had social diffiorlties in conducting their lives while working in the new

environmen! although we can assume so. Tenage-marriagg drug addiction, and

criminality amoqg the child labour goup might not be so different from the rest of the

children in the country. However, they might srffer more for lacking both basic

institutional support such as family, community and even entitlement to the

government servicq.

Table 8. Records ofAsistance to Child Labour
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Table 9. child Iabour seeking Help by problems and periods

Remarls : * t death durinffiEEs
** Not reported as a proble4 but shown in the records of channels

work of children seeking help

Sources: Records from the Foundation for Children's Development 19g2-1993.

Research by Panitnart (1992) finds that young fishermen (12-lg years old ) might

be at risk of drug addiction and AIDS from visits to prostitutes and drug abusg both

because of a peculiar way of living with other adult workers on the ships, and the

socioeconomic environment of the port on the shore.

For young female workerq a situation usrally identified as a risk is related to

senral behaviour- Pimpan (1993) began an investigation on the aninrde.df gg3 young

female workers on sexual behaviour with an underlying aszumption that sorual

misconduct could lqd to a complication of family developmen! and women in

particular would suffer the most. The study finds that 13.5 per cent of female workers

in the 16'17 age-group experience senral intercoursg and 3.9 per oent have more than

in per cent
Problems Periods

t982-1989 r991-I993
I rraro worK, substandaf,d work conditions
Violation ofbasic rights : capture, harm
Accidents \ death{,
loss ofcommunication with family
Not ready for work
No payment
Tricked in job arrangement
Sreet children
Misbehavior : steal, teenage-marriage
Others: ned bus farq cannot find work

38
2t.t
4.3
I1.5
I r.9
tt.2

(6.4_5)**

1.9

35.8
12.9
4.9
8.3
5.7
13.2
11.5
4.0
0.6
2.9

TOTAL 100.0
(582)

100.0

uTtl

Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Literature Review/ 72

one partner. It may not be easy to judge ifthey arc atrisk or not because society values

are changing but as the age increases the incidence of wome,n having abortion is

higher. Pimpan suggests that this conoern should be taken suiously and preparation

for *rvices and education foi young workers is most csential forthe future.

In additioq since Bangkok is auash with developmeft prcjwts, the constnrction

industry has pulled a large number of wage workers from the muntr5reide. parallel to

ig there appears second-class entertainment at various constnrction sites. According to

an interview with a policeman at Pravet District, the entertainment consists of musig

traditional Esan singing and dancing (Mohlan) and movies. Uurally there is no illegal

operation but some time after the show there could be minor problem of group

fighting.

Policies and Plans

The policy on child labour has never been conte,ntious and is often treated as a

part of the routine work using the ordinary bureaucratic procedure. Child labour is

always s€en as integratd in other aspsts of policy identification such as child and

youth development of human resouroe development. Atthough it is unclear if the

governments in the past have evq had an official announcement on child'labour

emdicatioq the recognition of a child labour problem appeared in the Third N*ional

Economic and Social Development plaa (lg7}-lg? 6).

It is intereting to find that each Plan indicates a dwelopment of the state,s

position on child labour. Child labour in the Third Plan was viewed from the point of

labour force development. The concern was on job opportunity and secur.ity_Fs well as

labour protection In the period of the Third Plan, the Ministry of Interior has

announced the Notification of the tvfinistry of Interior No.l03, 1972 whrchwas onoeCopyright by Mahidol University
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viewed as a set back in the aspect of extending ma:rimum working hours for children

from6to8hours.

The Fourth Plan' (1977-t981) mentioned child labour in the swtion on social

development related to child and youttr problems. It was the beginning of a con@rn

for non-school children. The plan recognized rural-urban migration in the younger age

goup and accepted ttrere was a use of child labour younger that the minimum age.

There was not any specific prescription forthe remedy.

The Fifttr Plan (19E2-19g6 elaborared the target group of child labour in the

section of special target groups for social development: child and youth dwelopment.

The Plan showed an empathy towards the problem of school drop-outs cagsed by

poverty. The analysis of the Plan foraaw the impact of school drop-out on the

emergenoe of unskilled and scond class labour in the children group. In this plan the

objectives were clearer than beforg and the central stratgy was on educatioq that is,

reducing drop'ous and the illite,racy ratg and increasing the proportion of students

continuing to secondary school. An exhaustive list of policy guidelines was prepared

and several of them related to child labour protection in the framework of the law

including an increase of punishment for law violations.

The Sixth Plan (1987-1991) addrssed the problem of child labour in the

framework of human, social and cultural development foorsing on human and labour

qualtty. The Plan took all aspects of children into accoun! physica[ mental, social and

cultural. Yet, it was concerned mostly with the conventional practices of child labour

protection under the legal frameurork. The additional emphasis was on safety in the

workplace. Education was still fundamentat in this Plan but the progressive aspect was
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on the roognition ofthe ned for an increse ofthe minimum age for employment and

an improvement of the social welfare system-

The Seventh and Eighth plan (lgg2_2}Ol) highliehted human resource

development ufrich will increase the competitive epacity of the economy. child

labour was disadvantaged and child workers nd to be developed to be aware of.their

rights. In seveattr plaq child prostinrtion ums also identified together with child

labour. Objective were set for an e,:rpansion of compulsory education to 9 years, and

the increase of minimum age for employrrent to 15 years old. More participation from

family, community, society, religious institrtion, government and non-government

organization was promoted.

Although chitd labour has its place in the National plans, significant moves

toward the practice is only when the issres become politically significant and

resour@s are allocated to materialize the political commitment. (chulalongkorn

University Social Research Instifise,l997:52-79) 
;

Causes of Participation in Child LaborForce

The causs of participating in child labor force befor suitable age are as follows :

l. Economic conditions. There are 2 ca.ses ofthis condition

l.l child LaborEmployment : At the beginning , children may help a

household members raise aninalsand when they grorr older.they become household

laborer by growing rice. This kind of child labor employment is considered family

help' Some families can not send their children to school because they need thir child

labor.
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1.2 lvlaking Use of Child Labor in the Industrial , Commercal , and Service

Sector. This child labor force comes from both urban and rurat areas. The causes of
entering labor market for rural children are poverty , high cost of living , and a large

number of household members. These causes deprive children ofopporhgrit for an

education. Causes forcing children to enter the labor market in urban a^reas af,e poverty

' 
dra,ght, insrffrcient land, and unemployment after agricult@ seaso&

2. Education Measure to ensure compulsory education do not work Also the

syllabus does not seem diretly relevant to creating an effrcient labor force, Children

can finish compulsory education when they are about I I - 13 years old. Often ifthe

families are poor, and the parents do not realize educational wortb they will expect

their children to work to help support the family. The compulsory educational system

is not srict enoug[ so some children avoid education and enterthe industrial swtorto

find jobs.

3- Mgration oflabor Force from Rrrral to Urban Areas for Finding Jobs. When

parents migrate to cities they often bring children along. These children often enter

the labor market.

4. Middleman sl Fmplolment Agencies. A major contibuion to child labor

employment in the industrial sector are the middleman or recnritment offices that

persuade parents to send their children to work in the indus;tial sectors to strppot their

families. ,' 
."

5. Fa,ily Planning. Insome rural areas, &mily plenning does not meet the

policy objectives. Some families have a lot of children and can not raise the children

completely. Then the families become poorer and some household members have to

leave school to support their families.Copyright by Mahidol University
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6. furicultural Sector Unemployment. Because of draught or other conditions a

large number of farmers ae unemployed. Therefore when children finish their

compulsory educatioq they do not have the chance to corfinue studying and have to

enter the labor market to support their frmilies.

Entering the Child Labor Market

From the mentioned types of kinds ofchild labor abovg it is clear that ifthe labor

use is in households" there are no problems of labor use even though there is a lot of

child labor @oonsoq 1994:36) Premsrk (1991:5-3) concluded that there were 7 ways

that childrerl typically, entered the labor market.

l. By ariving with parents, relative and neighbers

2. Via middlemen

3. Through contact by employers themselves

,. 4. Via private recnritment offices

5. Via giivernment reruitment offices

6. By applying forjobs by themselves

7. By information from advertising media

From the survey of Thailand. Nationar youth Bureau (19s6) of 145

entrepreneurs in Bangko( it was concluded that there were some children aged l2-l'
yers who workd They participatd in t.he labor force because of their family's

poverry, These children had been contracrtd througb brokerg or had come with

parents of relatives, some ofthem ried to find job'6y themselves.
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Napasirilarnkit (1993:74) presentd the cycle chart of entering and leaving the

labor market as shown in Fingure 4

Figure 4 The Cycle of Entering and Lraving the Iabor lMarka of Child Labor Force

Private Renritment Offi ce

- Parents take the children to offices
- lvfiddleman take the children to office
- Children themselves go to the offica

Contract finish rice growing season

Problems con&onted
by children
- being intimidated
- being demanded for
working hard
- being raped

Children's future
- [aborer
- Unskilled labor force

Sent back
home
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2.7 Theories Related to entering the tr abourMarket

In the theory used to shrdy the overall picfure

economic minor,nits into consideration, The relatd

follows:

of a oountry without taking

theories to be studied are as

l) Demogmphic Theory is the 1Vealth FIow Theory.

2) Economic Theory involving The Thory of Economic - Demographic

The Theory of labour anitude on family level and work power reserves and

the Human resources theory.

3) Sociology Theoty is The Theory of the guardians'power and the children,s

Compliance

4) Psychologlcal Thory involving Drcision-Making under Risk Theory and

Value Theory

Demographic Theory

A Demography-related theory to be revised here is *The Wealth Flow Theorly',

pres€nted by Caldwell an Australian demognphs to orplain the decrease of fertility in

societiw which are divided into 2 groups according to their demographic production

systems' i.e. olden times production and new capialist production. It is said that in the

former society the flow of wealth will be from youngo generation to their antecedents,

fertility of olden times production is therefore high as it mqns the net economic gain

for parents. In the laner sociefy the tpe of the flow of wealth will be from forefrther

to younger genCration because it is the society whose production system requires

qualtty rather than quantity; the fertility in this new kind of society therefore

decreases.
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caldwell (1980) said that fundamental elements of demographic change are

directions and volume of flowing wealth betrveen generations. The flow of wealth here

includes both curreut economic refirn and that €reected in the funge. Whatis

important is "in all old-time societies the flow will always go from young ones to their

forefathers but will reverre wheneven most frmilie become nuclear families in all

aspects regarding emotion, sentiment and economid'. Thus the parents, emotional and

sentimentd expresioas and expendifire are centered on children, and the society has

made children for orpensive for parents (Chongwanana and lvlanuspaiboorl l99l:2).

The thing that primarily defines the change of fertility, in Catdwell,s opinion, is the

effect of mass ducation on fartily's economy. The ducation for mass population

alters the direction of wealth flow betrren generations, at least by changing morality

which influences the relationship in the &mily. Catdwell affirmed that mass educarion

indirectly atrects the fertility through 5 mechanisms; they are:

' ''' l- Education prevents children from being fully engaged in conomic activities

both inside and outside their households while attending school.

2. Education increases the investmed in children In addition to a primary cost of

schooling educated children more fiom their parems while still have to depend on

their frmily while working.

3. The society b€gins to rqgard children as a resouroe in the futre and expects

parents to protect and invest in their children for the future. This society's €reectation

causes a change in family reiationsnip with the-iesrlt that children cost more but

produce less.

4. Education partially expedites cultural change.
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5' In developing countries, the educarional system will promote middle class

ralues existing in the westem countries.

From this concept we can see that education orpansion is an important factor of
wealth flow's changing direction, as schooling education system will pull children otrt

of household labor, and make economic value recognition of children change from

being a sour@ of wealth to a source of frmily expenditue because of higher cost in

education and health qre- This conc€pt is compatible with that of demographic

economists tryrng to apply the rrangement theory of Becker (1965) to explain the

supply of children.

Caldwell believes that the fertility changing theory will be a significant thgory of
social and family changes for parents' net @onomic product because having children

will depend on the relationship between emotions and economy within the family

which is an important struchre. That kind of stnrcture can be caused by the change in

production method. The change may happen rapidly when changing to western society

system and may create rapid change in fertility in developing countries. For himself he

. well realizes that a household is a firndamental production unit in original society and

children an important source of household labor (c,aldwell, et al. I9g5)

The significant visions ofthis theory are the dwelopment level of production and

societSr, education opportunitie and the d*rease in fertility, all of which affect the

change of family both in size and stnrctre. Thse visions, thuq cari connect to and

create a good paffern represurting the entry to the labor market of children. And by

this theory it can be explained that children enter the labor market as a result of
lacking educational opportuniti,es, Educational orpenses and their parents, values
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' Economic Theory

The Theory of Economic- Demographic Dwelopmenl

Economic - Demographic theory is based on the concepts from the model of
rlarvey Leibenstein (1959 re,ferred in Thianchai Kemnan l9g5 : lls-lsz)who pointed

out that when those economic roots were applied in the analysis of problems on

family level they may tie the relation betwen each child with each part of goods in

the mme manner' namely that each child would naturally bring satisfaction and

gladness and even income (in money and othenuise) for the parents or spouses, or it

may be said that each child when it is borq brings benefit to the farnily. In

comparison it can be said that each child is a kind of permanent coilumer goo4 which

each family car choose to consume like other hnds of couumer g@ds. The benefits

which the spouses think they have receivd from the choice of consumption of this

good (namely the choice ofhaving each chitd) may be divided in three aspecrs:

t. Consumptive Utilrty

2. Utility as A Source of Seuuity

3. Utility as Aproductive Agent

Thetieory of labor attitude on family level and work power reseryes

The decision to participate in the child labor market may not be an individual

dwisioq but may be a joint decision of the &mily in seeking time for the producion

of goods and services or for rest for the highest benefit limitations in incomg

production and time. Crronau 1973 studied the important frctors in joining work

power. It can be summarized in 6 topics:

l' Arranging of &mily resource with the objective to obtain the highest benefit

forthe family.
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Z'The frmily members have to be reasonable for obtaining the highest benefit.

3' The family has to be able to calctrlate tlre value of resource, which cannot join

the market.

4. The frmily has to be able to arrange for time for various activities not limited

by other institutions.

5. The conduct of agricultural and labor activitis may reeive reduced financial

and economic compensation

6. The production level does not depend on the time spent in going to work

outside the agricultural sstor.

The changes in the amiade of child labor depends on the economic presure. The

development of the use of ctrild workers takes place in a shape tied up with the

economic prospenty and modern technology combined with the present idea that

industrial development will help the country to prosper quicker. Children as labor

power therefore become imporant resources for industrial development., as usually

children are labor reserves.

The theory of human resources

Educaion is like a consumer good The deision to shrdy in whatevq form can

be compared to the choice of goods by considering the ocpenses of educatioq of

which there are two kinds, direst expenses like official fees for educatiorl books,

learning equipment, indirect expenses are lost income in periods of surdy instead of

using this time to seek income. Said theory is able to orplain the decision of the

parentdguardians 4gainst providing educational opportunities or pressuring the

children to enter the labor market by comparing investment in education with net

compensation from that investment.
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Sociological Theoqy

From the question of '1,hy a child chooses to follow his parents' or his

guardian's recommendations while other children refuse" Rollins and Thomas studied

a large number of research repora and literanre conserdng children and guardians

under the belief that guardians are important sourcs of child socialization in every

society. Eventually both have presented the theory of the guardians' power and the

children's compliance by using vision relate to guardian's and child's behavior to

connect with concepts from many theories. [n summary, the influence of guardians is

powerfirl" controlling children by using methods rafierthan force.

The cultivation of parent or guardian refers to the bebavior of a guardian that

makes a child aware of the guardian's $rpport in his expressions or being accepted or

agreed upon. In practice the guardian's cultivation is collected frequencies of

behaviors the guardian uses with children such as praising approving , being please4

supporting cooperating love giving and other physical erylresions, which Rollins and

Thomas (1975) identified these behaviors as the index ofthe guardian's cultivation.

The 
rywer 

of guardian means a pe,rson's potential to coerce other people do what

is contradictory to their own dsire. firis definition implies opposition against the

intention zupported by 4 powerbases; they are:

l. Children's recognition of their guardians' capacity in granting a reward or

punishment (outcome-contrrol powa) . '

2. Children's frith in guardian's elomples (referent pwe{

3. Children's awareness that their guardians are entitled to control their behaviors

and they have to obey (legitimatepower).

4. Children's awareness oftheirguardians' special expertise (orpert power)Copyright by Mahidol University
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For the concept concerning attempts to control childreq Rollins and Thomas

explain that the guardian power may exist in a form of potential influence which will

be increased if parents want to increasingly control their children. There are 2 kinds of

contro[ ie. by using violence @arental Power Assertion) and by using reasons

@arental Induction).

Violence involves the parents' behavior in using force for physical punishmen!

objects obstruction or right deni4 and direct forcing or threatening to control or rule

their children. But reson-using involes an effort of parents to persuade their children

to follow their instnrcion voluntarily in orderto avoid conflict. In practice its variable

is total frequencies of parents' behavior in giving instruction or advice for desired

deeds.

Rollins and Thomas (1975:54) have combined many theories and set up a new

theory comprising a number of pattwrs as shown in Figure 2.7 inwhich we can see

that the pattern of parent's power and children's compliance theory is of a cirorit type

where motivation is mutually the cause and the result of behaviors of parents and

chil&eq which makes parents' cultiration an. independent .variable directly

influencing the 4grement of children but by the thory of social power, parents,

cultivatiorl and ttre ratio benrcen &quencies of using reasons and violence to corfirrol

children Sq by this new theory the insnrction of parents is an important variable

while the power of parents is another variable influencing both parents' instnrction and

parents' effort in control of children

In the p.r*ir' power and children's agreement theory there are 9 relenant

variables divided into 3 groups:
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I. 4 variables in parent,s behaviors

2. 4 variables in children,s behaviors

3. I variables in other people,s behavior

Parents' behaviors are instnrction, children control attempt, and valuing parents
for ctrildren's 4greement, which is a reverse rwrlt of crrildren,s agreement. ch,dren,s
behaviors involve the recognition of parents' power, raruing parents, instructions and
agreemeff' other people's behavior refers to that of friends, relatives, teachers etc.

To allow children to enter the labor force the period of economic crisis siu.ration
is regard as social process in children refining which can be explained by this theory.
The entry to the labor market is the result of parents, ctrltivation of children,s
characters, the effort to confior by parents either by using reson or by forceful
methods, including also children,s awarenss ofparents, power
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Figure 5 A Dynamic Causal Model ofParental Nurturance, Power, Control
Attempts and Child Compliance

Valueto Child of
Receiving Nurturance

Value to Parents of
Child's Compliance

Alternatives Source to
Child forNurturance

Nurturance
Parent to Child

Power:
Parentto Child

Compliance:
.-,phild to Parent

Control AttemptS:
Parentto Child

Induction over
PowerAssertion
Ratio:
Parentto Child

Counter Control
Atte,mpts of
Significant Others:
Others to Child
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Psychological Theory

Decision Making under Risk Theory

In real life people must make decisions atl the timg and mostly he has to make

decisions under risk and uncertainly. Economists, therefore, have Eied to figure out a

theory to explain a person's behavior under risk Neumann and Morgenstern (1944,

quoted in Boonsorl 1994: 67) crwed a theory of a person's decision-making under

risk and uncertainty called The Expected Utility Theory, which was widely accepted

and also applied in psychological approaches.

This utility admiration concept can be taken as an aszumption to test a

household's decision making concerning the labor nurket enry of children; whether

parents will allow childre,n to enter the labor market or not is a consequence of their

anticipated utility expectation. Besides this utillty concept, other significant and

relevant concepts are the ones of attitrde towards rislq efficiency of information

system and reliability of information sourcs.

Values Theory

Values are standards a percon in sociay belierres in and puts into practice to lead

his life in his society (Prajonpachrnrk and Sodmanee. l98z: 17) cited that the

characteristics of values are durable but sometimes can be changed. The endurance of

values are depe,lrds on their importance level and may be dividd into 2 t1pes. They

are Instnrmental Values and Terminal Valus. The former refers to practices of nalues

in leading a life of a person such as honesty and gratitrde while the later involves

values indicating the terminal goal of a person's life such as prosperity, weahfL having
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stable and happy life etc. A man generally possesses both [pes of values combined

together.

The important roles of values are in 3 aspects. The firq playrng a role in

decision-making thus greatly redncing probable conflicts of a person,s life. The

second performiifj in the role of blue prim for a persoq as values a person believes in

help indicate how to should lead his life the third, vatues act as a protective instrnment

preventing a person from behaving against the orders of society, or in other words

controlling man's behaviors. As values have great importance upon peoplg changes

occurring in values system'will immensely affect and cause conflict for pople in

conducting their tife.

I*tting children enterthe labor market is a social behavior representing an order-

lacking situation in society which happens at the same time of economic growth. By

this theory we can explain that c,hildren are allowed by their family to participle in the

labor market as a result of nalues changing especially capitalist vatues, which is the

ultimate gqal in a consumer societ-v.

In conclusion, 8ll theories concerning thg labor market enffy can be useful in

determining variables to be employed in researching thi srbject of child participation

in labor force.
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2.8 The studies and resllch on child Labour

over the past 30 years after a number of country-children bggan entering into

non-household worlg working children in Thailand have been perceived in different

ways' The traditional role of children in the household economy has been changing

together with national economic conditions. The way people have looked at the isnre

through different periods has been influenced by a few factors as to how children have

been used in the labour marke! the impacts upon thenr" and the responses of national

social policy- The issue started with the econornic role of children in the labour force,

moved into the area of social welfarg and is now gered toward child rights and the.

implication for social integration.

1970s Employment promotion

Studies on child labour clearly appered by 1968. The Department of Labour

(now the Ministty of Iabour and Social Welfare) conducted a survey on child and

women labour @epartment of labour, 196s.) Children were already found in the

textile industry around the Bangkok area (Nrkorn Praisaengpech, 196g). The survey

and other shrdies in the early period, however, did not emphasize working conditions

of the young. With economic stagnation for several years in 1970s, concern foc,sed

on the inclusion of those unemployed or underemptoyed into the labour market. While

children's working conditions were revq.ld frequently as deplorable, discrrssion of
the issue was hindered both by insufficient information as to the ortent of the problem

and also by the lack of understanding where by children were drawn into the labour

market.
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Ilisadvantagg Child Labour, l9g0s

By the end of 1970s, the issue of child labour was brought to the fore with in-

depth documentaries and news on casc of ocploited children in the workplace, which

creatd an important political impact. The 1979 Intsnational year of the Child also

called for certain responses on child development. As a resulg more studies bqan to

shd light on the diversrty of working children, covering different tlpes of worlg

community studie of regions where children originatg and the prooess ofjob seeking

in the labour market. It unas cerain that bringing child labour into the market had

become a business in itsel{, i.e., private recruitment offices. Moreover, most studies

indicated a concentration of child labour in the metropolitan and industial areas. Child

labour has been growing togettrer with the indusrial sector.

Once the channel whereby children were draunr into the labour market had been

establishd the concern for ctrild labour in the early 1980s foqrsd on the economic

e4ploitation of childrea The analysis on the problern of child labour was reflected in

the ocpression of *children in especially difficult sihrations'(Saiburee and Nisa, 19g6)

which coneenut the employment of chi'ld workers in $bstandard working conditions.

ln 19E8, the National Youth Burqu addressed the isnre of working children and

abandoned children in'The Second Asian Rqional C.onference on Child Abuse and

Neglect" (National Yorth Bureau 1988) ufiich was said to be the beginning of the

government's recognition ofchild labourproblems. . '

The situation of working children in non-agricultral indu$deb reveated in the

various studies has altered our understanding of the traditional role of children in the

household economy. The elements of 'work' and working environments have changed
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from a process of community.socialization to economic exploitation, above all for

migrant child workers.

C;oncern as to how children should be reted in the workplace raises the issue of

basic needs for children. In order to guide a social policy for different disadvantaged

groups (including chitd labour), the National Youth Bureau has delivered an

evaluation framework for child development based on basic minimum needs and

services for children (National Youth Bureau 1990). It is clear that child workers have

been deprived of certain basic services.

Following state recognition of the child labour problem as a social problenl

discussion on child workers is now concentrated more on policy practice. By

evaluating the availability and accessibility.of the existing social serviceq working

children are cat(Sorized by the National Economic and Social Development Board

(NESDB) as disadvantaged goup (CUSRI, 1992). fire perception on child labour as

being disadvantagd in a way, has gradually shifted the discussion from child abuse

and exploitation at the beginning of 1980s to the inadquacy of services in the later

period.

The development of the labour market s%mentation by the end of 1980s resglted

in the expansion of market for unskilled labonr, including children. It is observed that

while economic growttr has provided more employment opputunities, working

children's welfarg on the contmry, is still based oily on their oufr'wage income.

Thus, as the economic grouth rate has reached its highest level by the second hatf of

[980s, the number of children in the labour market apparently did not decrease. The

labour force survey indicates a rising participation rate ofworking children from 20 to

25 per cent of the I l-14 age-group in the labour force in l9E4 and lggg respectivelyCopyright by Mahidol University
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(Chantana, 1992:ll-12). It seems that some children and their farnilies have tried

integrate themselves in the greater *oory by seizing opporhrnities in the labour

market.

At begrnning of 1990s, NGOs reported numbers of immigram child labourer from

neighboring countrie, epecially Iaos and Burma, to meet the demand for labour in

some activities. The issue of children's righs is being raised ag3in in the prooess of

such child recruitment into the market. Immigrant child labourer are inevitably

discriminated against, for being illegal, in the matter of labour protection and other

services. A new child labour isnre concerns whettrcr immigrant child labourq should

also be protected in the same way as Thai children. We may notg too, that among

Thai children, discrimination is hidden within the Iabour Protection law itself

because it protects only legally employed children and not othenryise. The limited

coverage of the law aud the lack of adequate services must naise the question of

whether the child rights are being protwted in the contort ofeconomic development.

During the past 30 years, the issre of child labour has been largely perceived as a

social'problem with its causes stemming fiom economic maldevelopment. We may

question the quality of qrrent economic imegration by means of participation in the

labour rnarket. Children who have to work for economic orchaqge are the second class

labou, they do not belong to any instinrtion srch as a school or village cornnrunity

and' they, therefore, are excluded from the existing sociat serrrice system. Their

minimum income is not srfficieut 1e improvc their own living conditions and provide

for personal development. The terrr'social exclusion' connotes a malfunction of the

existing social system that neglec'ts those who cannot afford services and take an

active role in the society. The case of chitd labour reflects a dwelopment parado4 inCopyright by Mahidol University
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that migrant child workers are integratd into the modern ecotromy by means of being

wage labour, y91 they do not benefit from industrial developmem (See Wolf lgg4).

There has been less analysis on economic aspects of the problem, e. g the economic

efficiency of child labonr utilization in the labour market and household economy.

Especially, when looking into the problem of child labour as a social cost in the

development procesq there is almost no stndy to elaborate the orte,lrt of the cost and

the impaa on the family, the,community and the national economy as a whole.

Reearch on child labor

Thai Studies

As this study is aimed at the invesigation of child labor force participation's

determinants and pafierns, rwiew of literature is an effort to report the outcome of the

studies which can help answer the question of *why children decide to participate in

the labor force". Of Thai literanre rwiewd the following are reports which relate to

causqs of child labor participation.

Ihe research of Chulalongkorn University, Sociat Institute and Center of Concern

for Child labor (1983) studid children's households conditions in 2 villagm in Sateuk

District from which Chitdren were s€nt ou to work It was found thaq when

calorlating peroentages, economic pres$re was the important determinant to work

outside their community areq particulady in households possessing only a small plot

of agriculnral land which mmnt there was labor zurplus in the family. Subsequently,

children without labor production become a became a burden to their family for

fi:eding. And even thought there was some work in the fieldg it was beyond

capabilities of children under 15 years of age. Local communities did not like

- 
46 7',/5
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employing child labor. In addition, the households frorn which children were sent out

to worlg uzually did not have enough rice for a complete year ofconsrmptioa For this

reason, the family was partially pressed to allow their children to work in urban areas.

On the other hand expected earnings &om working was anothq atmcdve factor for

both parents and children

Tunknipon (1983) conducted a shrdy using daa of artivities carried out by

households to make analysis in accordance to the Theory of Time Allocation of

Becker (1965). The objectives of the investigation were to study women and child

labor force participation rate and working hours per week both in rainy and dry

seasons. The outcome ofanalysis concerning child labor revealed that children,s tabor

force participation rate and their weekly working hours io rainy siason were higher

than those in dty season. Considered province by province it was found that only in

Chiang Mai where there were little differences benneen rainy sason and dry season

children participation rates and their workiqg hours per week as there was child labor

requirement both in and outside the agricutural sector. Household production.incomes

hnd wage rates determiued child participation in labor force and working hours either

in rainy season or dry seasoL

Nauwapradit (19s5: 72-73) conducted the study by defining .ocorpation

choosingl in the same way as'job searching" ofWongbhuda (19E3) which referred to

any persons who deciiled not to pur$e their s;tudy after having completed compulsory

education This piece of research, thus, was a study of related frctors of whether to

continue education or not. The sampling group consisted of 150 pupils of pratomsqksa

6 in 5 fishery villages.The outcome was ttut most fisherman's children (61.33 percent)

wanted to quit school to earn their living. Common determinams b get a job wereCopyright by Mahidol University
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poor learning results, low-income families, father-mother finished only lower primary

education @ratomsuksa 4), big family, influence. of friends in choosing occ,pation

and father's wish that their children follow in their footseps by choosing fishery as

their occupation.

Achasuwan (1986) studied frctors pertinent to educational continuation and labor

market entry of students finishing primary education in academic year 1986 in Samut

Sakhon province finding that persons who pursned their studies after having finished

the primary school would get g@d grades while their family's economic position was

rather high - average incomes were around 2000-3999 batrt. There were also other

factors such as a desire for progress; their guardians' main ocorpation was farming;

children in family numbered only t-3; the marriage status of their guardians 
- father

and mother were still alive and lived togettrer - ; guardians completed primary

education; the group of guardians would exp@t that their children follow their stdy in

secondary or higher education; educational guidance from teachers and social

inspiration from education promotion information in newpapers.

. Most primary education finishers who entered the labor market obtained good

leaving scores, their famities were well-to-do with monithly average incomes between

2,000-3,000 baht. Other determinants were a desire for earnings, for proving

themselves, and for working; guardians' ocarpation was hired laboq number of

children in family was betrreen 4-6; guardians had completed primary education level;

education counseling from teacher; social attraction from the report in newspapers of

the unemployment as a result of failure in education; and tastly the characteristic of

Samut Sakhon province's area where ocorpational opportunities are abundant.
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Leelalai (1986) discovered that children working in industrial factories were

faced with many working problems s.rch as very low wages, long working hours,

holidays were not gtven according to the law, living place were dangerous to their

health which badly affected them both physically and menrally and might cause

chronic contagious illness such as skin disease. Rqsons for child labor employment

were from all parties: employees who wantd to work for many reasonq employers

who wanted to save production cost and the government who were concerned with

relevant agencies' operation and with labor protection law.

Nhueroong (1987) studies by using data from Iabor Departrnent of

entrepreneurs' rquests for permission to employ child labor in order to search for the

origins from which children migration was dense. The analysis using chi-square

statistical value conveyed that a deire for income inctr@se, size of cultivated land,

accss to informatioq someone to persuade c,hildreq and number of family members

all were factors related to sending children off to work outside hrnily's agricultural

sector.

Anantawan (1988) was another applylog the concept of Bcker (1965) Theory of

Time Allocation to her analysis framework rsing the data obtaind from the srwey on

child and youth labor in slims of the Office of National Economic and Social

Development Board (NESDB).

This research Eied to study time allocation of children agd 8-15 years which the

researcher believed were still completing ducation requirement, therefore they should

spend their time mainly learning instead of working; with the assumption that

children's time spent working learning doing house works and resting combined

together tobe24 hours a day net.Copyright by Mahidol University
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The sfirdy showed that most child labore,rs gave liule time in working in labor

markeg only remaining 14.6 perc€ff worked over 8 hours aday.In doing housework

most of them spent approximately 2 hours a day and 15-16 hours daily for resting

which was sufficient for bodily needs. It could be said then tha child labor,s time

organizing for working within and outside the house including for resting had liule

impact on children's physical, mental and emotional devetopment since they had

enough resting time. However, it was also found &at most of them, even in school

age' did not allocate their time for education or for knowledge and working skills

developmenl neither general nor vocafiona[ in or outside the school systerq which in

the long run might have an effort on society ia labor's quatrty and produoivity

aspects. As for significant determinants of child laborns time organization it appeared

that if the household's eanrings increased (by excluding c,hild labor income) children,s

working hours in labor market decrease4 and school-affending chitd labor had less

working hours, aS rvorking was considerd their minor activity. And if child labor,s

wage rate was raiseq it would be a frctor dtracting fahrilies to send their children.

into the labor market sooner. As for child labor a1e, if children grew older their

working honrs u/ere augmented corresponding to the frct that if children were young

they had physicat limitations in working. For labor tlpes, if child labor performed

independent occrrpations the number of their work-hours was less than those working

in enterprises under protection of the law since independent ccgpation were in the

form of helping doing their parents' activities. For kinds of slumg child labor living in

some slums which were already improved had reduced working hours as their family
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conditions were also improved as a rezult of state and privatq agencies' assistance in

various forms.

Ach-am and Ncher (1989) discovered that there was extensive child labor

employment of children t1-17 yers of age or amounting to 23 percent of all child

labor in very age-group. Employers preferred migrating labor to local due to cheaper

l\ages and easier control. The narure of work between female and male laborers was

not different. Only a half of ctrildren aged lt-13 years decided by themselves to enter

workforce, another half was their mottrer's dcision or others'. Children over 14 years

of age had their own earnings. A majority of thee children had to quit school and

large number of them had to leave school before haing completed compulsory

educatiorl mostly because the frmily needed money or labor- Additionally, in the

family boys had a better chance to go to school than girls. As for migrating labor, it

was found that most of them came from the Northeast and rrceived low wages. It was

noted that eve,n though migrating labor and local labor had to work long in the day

tlrcir salaries were not equaf and migrating laborers were more tolerant of hard work

and mistreatment.

In additioq this study also showed that the fishery industry relid heavily on

child labor because its products had to, immdiately, pass through various processqt

when they were still fresh" ff there is a demand for higher child labor wageg this

industry will surely be affected.

Research conducted by Thailand. Department o.f Healt[ Division of

Occtrpationd Health (nd.) revealed th* the majority of child laborer-s aged betwen

12'15 years working in factories within Metropolitan Bangkok completd

compulsory education Mostly, about 80.8 percen! children came witlingly to work asCopyright by Mahidol University
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a result of insufficient incomes oftheir families. A large number of thenr, 59.6 percen!

lived with their employers. They generally worked 8 hours aday. Some of them had to

work after 22.00 hours (10 p.rn), 4 hours later than allowed. They normally had one

holiday per week and received wages on a monthly basis. Some of them sent money

back home.

On the subject of healt[ it was found ou that not long after children e,ntered

labor force they contracted ringr*,orm and intestinal parasites, which were the same

illnesses occurring in rural areas. In regard to knowledge , attitude and behavior, this

study discoverd that children's knowledge and auitude towards personal hygiene

were good but still could not be conducted property. In his research it was proposed

that there should be a training program for personnel to ducate them and make them

realiznchild labor's situation and development by stressing that child labor should also

obtain opportunities to develop themselves like other general children that,

campaigning patterns should be sorted out in order to make them realize that making

use of child labor was an offense and asking them for their cooperation in that matter.

In the year 1982 child and youth population amounted to zg.3 million or 60.1

percent of the whole countryos population and decreasd to 55.i percent of 55.4

million populcion of entire country. In the year 1989 the percentage of child and

youth in urban areas tended to increase, considering that in the year 1987,24.3 percent

of all child and youth poputation lived in town ares and rose to 24.7 percent in l9tg.

ln 1992 the number of child population aged Gl4 years was 11.0643 million or l9-2

percent of whole nation's population and increased to 12.3539 million or 20.3 percent

in 1996. The rate of child and youth continuing their snrdy will be higher due to high-

level educated labor demand and their unemployment will be desreased. Howwer, inCopyright by Mahidol University
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the starting phase of development to become an industrialized country there will still

be child labor employment. The problem of children having to migrate to town areas

for whatever reason to work or follow their parentq prwents them from education

opporamities and zufficient social service, in healtb welfarg etc.

The implementation of compulsory duetion is still not odensively carried out.

In the year 1989 97.5 percent of all children requird by law w€re compelled to attend

the First grade of primary school. In the same year 94 percent of children aged 6-l I

years enrolled in primary schoo[ 34 percent of l2-I4-years olds attended lower

secondary education class and 2?percertof youth 15-17 years of 4ge studied in upper

secondary school. The afiendance rate in first grade of lower secondary school. The

attendance rate in first grade of lower secondary school equaled to 48.2 percent in

1989 and 57.6 percent in l99l for same aged youth-

Regarding employmen! it was revealed that youth aged 15-19 years totaling

130,000 or 2.3 percent of all the sarne age-group youngsters participating in labor

force were unemployed. Out-oflschool young amounting to 900,000 entered the labor

force every year. And it nas r€ported from Thailand. Nationat Statisticat Offrce (1991)

that in the year 1989 there would be 8.6 million children aged t3-19 yea$; S.i mittion

of these would be employe( broken down as children 13-14 years old I million and

15-19 yea$ of age 4.4 million There were problems of children being harmed or

"'taken advantage of in payment, of living condition and welfarg and also lack of

oco.rpational and educational progress opportunitie when compared to general

children
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Thailand. National Youth Bureau (1993) who are responsible for the designing of

Child and Youth Development Plan during the same time span from 1992 to 1996 of

the Seventh National Economic and Social Development Plan concluded that the trend

of economig social and demographic changes had an effect on child and youth

development during the Seventh Plaa but eoonomic growth was stilf at high level, 8.2

' percent a year on average arrd 23 percent of all population were still poor. It was

predicted that there would be change in labor demand. More highly-educated labor

than before would be required. For demographic change, the child and youth

population compared to the whole population tended to decreasg and the proportion in

the urban areas would increase. Children and youth were still in the state of not having

suffrcient basic educatiorl neither quantitatively nor qualitatively. In the year 1989 it

was found that while 94 percent of children were attending schoo[ only 34 percent of

them were enrolled in secondary school. These child and youth did not really have

knowledge and basic skills in working or basic occupational preparation because

learning and teaching proceedings in schools were not adequate and occupational

training provision was limited because this kind of service was ineffrcient and had

limited implementation. A portion of out-of-school youth worked in unhealthy

environments with no work safety. In Seventh Plan many special target groups of child

and youth were fixed and child labor was determined to be an exploited group.

The concept and main direction for child and youth development were definitely

set on 7 prominent points. They covered the program of occtrpational training

acceleration for the youth non-formal education systenl and basic educational

extension from 6 to 9 years. Of all pupil finishing 6-year primary e{uqption 73 percent

should enroll to first year of lower secondary education (Mathayomsuksa l) and tr:nngCopyright by Mahidol University
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to help youth aged 12-14 years continue lower secondary education at a rEe of 69

perceft. lVtren the Seventh Plan terminates, approximately 34 percent of youth of 15-

17 years age-group must receive upper secondary edncation either in formal or non

formal school and also the program for child and yotrth occupation and employment

preparations so thal after they cornplete sctrool they will have knowledge and skills

ready to work Thegoal was also designed to provide short-term occupational training

for about 800,000 out ofschool youth.

Due to the necessity to develop human resouroe, ctrild and youth are considered

as important target group which casnot be neglected, as they are growing up to inherit

the country's social development mission. Thus in child and youth dweloping it is

very esentid to take into consideration economig social and demographic conditions

and trends affecting child and youth. For, wen though the nation's economy tends to

gow satisfactorily, it also bring social problems such as inequality in income

distribution, sinration of all-sides competition, centralization of economic activities

and population density in urban areas, inappropriate use of land, and child labor use to

substitute lacking labororto pay less wages.

In pas years Thailand's economy has been growing rapidly, labor errployment

has been increased in various economic sestors, apecially in industry and serrrice

sectors. But unemploymrent still exists. For exarrptg in the year 1989 there were

443,100 disclosed unemployed or equivalent to 1.4 percent of the labor force.

However, in according to estimations the rate of this open unemployment will be

reduced as a rw.rlt of increasing demand for ducated labor. In industry anf service

sectors the increasing rate of labor demand will be higher than 16st of labor zupply in
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each level of ducation In addition there af,e some workplaces which use child labor

to reduce production costs.

Kampha (1993) found that 65.s peraelrt of rumt households in Muang Sa Kaeo

district used chitd labor, first for households' enterprises and nort to be ortrside the

village labor. only a small number of child labor was employed in villages.

Household ncessity drove children to work The tlpes of child labor work were

mostly agriorlture and household. The trend to work in industry, commerce and

skilled-works increased as they grew older.

The development level of vill4ges and the valuing of children's potential

development were important variables to explain the households' inoonsistency of
employed child labor quafiity.

Boonson (1994) conducted the study Factors Atrecting the Iabor Market Entry of

Children in Rural Areas of Burirum Province. It was found out that the trend of

children entering the labor market outside the agriculnrml sector was continually

increasing during the year lg92-lgg3 with the help from their relatives and

employment information their households had'received. From ttris sardy variables

influencing c,hild labor's entry to the oFfarm labor market were benefit exaectations

to be gained for their guardianq the importance of the employment informer,

household debt, household child labor use necessity, income of household" household

sizg the deterrrination of parents or guardians to let children enter the labor market

because of poverty and unemployment in villages, or children's oum idea that they

were capable of working. The conclusion of this research was that in Thai society

conditions pushing children into the labor market cominued to exisq thereforg the
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measures should be established to provide justice for child labor entering the labor

market.

From the rwiewing of literaturg the researcher has tied to connect knowledge

from various branches in order to orplain the phenomenon of child labor force

participation In the past in preparing researches on child labor, rsearchers would use

e'Qort knowledge or thmretical concepts in their orplanation Economists usrally

used incomes, while educators made use of educational opportunity. Administrators or

political scientists would use official affairs management. C.ombining a variety of

branches of subjects the researcher is trying to infioduce imo this research that

consideration should be given to crede vision for united knowledge so that knowledge

from various branches of study will be used to resolve social problems. However, this

research still remains a study on demography and developmem as it can combine

various fields to create the most suitable framework for s;tudying child labor force

participation

It can be noted that applied theories are divided into 2 ggotlps, i.e. Ivlacro Level

Theories and Mcro Lcvel Theories to eucplain child labor force participation by using

households as analysis units. what macro level thories can oplain well is demand

for labor, but urpply for labor can be satisfactorily explaind by mioo level theories.

These 2-group theories, at the en4 will support each other in explaining child

participation in labor force.

Amomimit (1997) conducted the shrdy child labour force participation: a case

study of rural households in Kanchanaburi Province it was found that household head

who completed only Pratomsuksa 4 will push their children into the employed status d
a rate 96.51 percent which is higher than the other group which had higher education.Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D. @opulation Education) / I05

As for household data about the labor marke! it was found that households with more

information ab'clut the labor market were more likely to send their children into the

labor market more effectively. Households without knowledge about the labor market

were less likely to be e,fficient in sending their children to work only 62.g4 percent

compared to households who had the most information 9g.l i pocunt.

Study of patterns of child labor force participation considered the relationship

among household and selected characteristics such as occupation, household

establishment, level of household development and wage rate of child labor. The

researcher found various paserns calld 'hopeless,' .survival,' .strtrgglg, .flow,,

'abSorbed,' 'flight' 'root,' 'gfoup,' .adventurg, .general", and .caravan", child

labor force participation. Ail ofthese patte,rns odsted because ofpoverty.

In conclusion the analysis of sample data shoun that producers of child labor

were typically liviag in poverty and were agri$ltural households. It was also found

that generally children made their oun decision to €nter the labor force. They were

a'ssisted most in entering the employment by relatives. Most children worked in

manufacturing and in Bangkok

Eliminating child labor is very difficult. Therefore it is important to develop these

child laborers rnto quality workers. The government must have short and long term

plans for child labor developmen! begrnning with ruxat households, the major

producers of child labor. Providing education or ocending compulsory education

might be long-term solutions to the problem. Adults in these households should be

informed in order to have information and understanding about these problems.

Providing data about the labor market might be another msttrod to ease the situation

overthe shortterm. Copyright by Mahidol University
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Overceas Studie

Cain (1997) studied child economic activities in a dense village in Bangladesh

where f€rtilrty was high by interviaring a number of parents and children over 4 years

of age. Cain divided daily-life activities into 2 groupq i.e. household-keeping

activities which were neither producive nor directly physical capital aco.rmulating

and income and capital astivities calld productive activities mainly involving

cultivation and animal husbandry. Based on data analysis it appeared that the role of

sex existing as a part of Muslim society culture highly atrectd the work sharing.

Generally women worked within households while meq with working ski1s, would be

assigned to do activities ouside households including other physical, energy-required

activities. Thsefore men became main production sources of household incomes.

For the working of childreq it was found thar children played assisting role in

household production and their productivity was controlled by their parents or

guardians. Use of c.hitd labor in households would begrn when children were s;till

young. After considerable time children would have change their position from

parent's to their assisants and equal working abillty to adults when they were 13 yelrs

old. On the avemge, boys would become earnest producers when aggd l2years. But

for girls, they apparently ptayed less important roles in productive activities and were

not able to produce enough to oompensde fortheir own 
:nsumption.

Ha$ (1980) concluded thatthe labortime orgi;g gedly relates to the labor,s

propoty condition. fire fact that children in households with a lot of land will have

few working hours per month reflects more time spent for education.
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During the same period Nag et al. (1980) presented reearch findings involving

economic value of children in India and Nepal under the belief that children may have

economic nalue toward their parents by 2 qualities, ttrey are:

l. In a position as the households' labor souroe

2. ln a position as parents' economic supporters

From his reearch, Nag found that children in both counfiies have an economic

role.in their households from the time they were still young , an4 when they grew

older, they had to work more. When separated by sex and age it appeared that girls had

more working hours than boys, for girls had to do more housework while boys had

more ducational opportunities.

Tienda (1979) presented a study on economic activities of children in peru

comparing rural and urban areas. He made use of the data from the Projwt of the 1970

Multi-purpose Survey of Penr (NMSP) for his analysis considering 3 groups of

independent variables, they were:

l. Individual characteristic variables of chiidren

2. Family strucfire rrariables

3. Economic and social background variables

By this study it appeared that the number ofnral children entering the labor force

was twice thatofurban childrea But differences resulted from personal chamcteristics

of children strch as selq age, birth order, educational status and living pattern as

socially based frctors. These social-based factors influenced labor force entry rate of

children aged 6-13 yeaxs while the rate of 14-18 years old childre,n was influenced by

their individual characteristics, particularly, sex and educational statug and including

their economic and social background. In the goup of family stnrcture variables,Copyright by Mahidol University
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heads of families were more influential on the rate of child labor force entry than the

size of families.

As a result of this research Teinda proposed the policy iszues to be take,n into

consideration are on an economic developmeng achange in fertility, including special

attention and employment wages to decrease economic rralue of children.

Mueller (1985) caded out research on time's value and arrangement of rural

people in Botswana which-was monttrly dara invatigation of people over 6 years old

fiom 957 households. He asked about their acnral activities and those of previous Z

days and analyzed the time used by people in doing various activities as a percentage

of their total time. For children he found that boys used more time in working for

earning thrrr glrls, and maia tasks entnrsted to boys were animal keeping and hiring

while grrls spent more time than boys doing household worh looking after their sisters

or brothers and snrdying. Moreover Mueller studied factors determining time use in 4

activities: education, economic performancg household work and resting , of children

agedT-19 yqm in accordance with the Theory of Time.Allocation of Becker (1965).

' The results rwealed thatthemore boys using their time in learning the less they use it

in economic lerming. But for girls the more time incread in learning the less time

was spent for household works. And children of both sexes reduced their own resting

hours as their strrdy time increasd.

The analysis of factors daermining economic working duration showed that

domestic anirnals such as cow and buffalo have significantly positive effect on

children's economic engagement, partiorlarly of 15-19 years old boys. But economic

working time of young boys had positive relation to the owning of small cattle they

could look after, while for girls their economic working time, too, had positiveCopyright by Mahidol University
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relation to the possessing of small domestic animals but no effect from big cattle as

girls did not have to go out to the field to look after them. Owning domestic animals

atrected children's working more than land possession. To posses much land was also

related to the increasing of household workq epecially for guts since they had to take

care of household works instead of their mother who had to carry out crop orltivarion.

In houselrolds where women were the headss boys hardly engaged in economic

activities and had more time in comparison with boys in household where men were

the heads. But it was contrary for girls as they had to replace their mother in taking

care of household work For influence of household components which were measured

by household size, it was found that:

l. In bigsize housetrol4 its members had less resting time. This finding pointed

out that big households tended to have many de,pendency-age members, its labor

members therefore had to work hard to obtairi sufficient income and senices.

2. In big households the time spent working of the growFups, male-fernale, and

boys was longer than time used in wage earning maybe because there nras no laUor

demand.

3- In big-size households boys spent much of their time going to schobl and '

working economically but less time in household activities wherqs guls had to do

more household and rest less.

Detray has shrdied 'children's work activities in lvlalaysia". He finds that there is

no difference between a child from poor family and a child from a better economic

family in terrr of activitic concerning production but he discovers that the gtrl will

spend more time in the household work than the boy.
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Chernichousky (1985) studied *socioeconomic and demographic aspects of

school enrollment and attendance in rural Botswana He has s;tudid the children in

Botswana rual area by analping the number of saying hour while in school and their

studying hour. He finds that there will be more girls than boys in class because some

of the girls have their duty to do household work and time for rct while the boys will

have to go to help the faorily to get some earning. The earning and economic status

will impact vitally for children to go to school. The poorest family will own no

prop€rty or any asset such as lan( animal (cow) that makes family unavoidably use

child labotr instead. Beuse there is more labour, a child in a big family will to

school more than a child in a small farnily. Then the demand or need to use child

labour will be lower correspondingly.

Christenson and Juarez 1987 referred in Orathai arj-am and kerry richter 2532:

9) sttrdied in the topic 'househotd children in mexico" in study of family economic

status with labour entry but also found that there is less difference in unurban area.

This is because in a poor farily in rural area has less opportrnity to work though in a

reality, the family needs some income for economic urpport and help from these

childrbn.

Salaza (1988) has snrdied in *child labour in Colombi4 Bogota s guarries and

Brickyards". Concerning children working in the rock bombing and brick making in

Bogota which has bee.n found that of the children will help their parents working than

being employed directly. From the shrdy, the site will use low quality technology and

the employment of the child labour and rnan labour is not permatrent and with

uncertainly of income. Since those family working in this business will get low wage
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or low incomg then the parents will find other work that make their children have to

work hard forthern

The snrdied and reearch on child labour in Thailand and overseas reported that

in Thailand" toooh, child labor was commenced by child labor in production

industry sector, and not in agricultural household sector like those conducted in the

third-world countis alteady addrsse4 even though Thailand is still an agrictrltural

country wtrose prduction methods, on the whole are backward. Subsequently, child

labor in Thailand and child labor in foreign counties are comparatively different in

meaning and limits ofmaking studies urch as: @oonson ,!gg4: g0 - g2)

l. Thai academicians are rarely interested in the shrdy concerning child labor

employment in household or in agricultural sector, even though there were, recently,

some studies such as those of Tunknipon (1983), but almost all of reearch was aimed

at the study of labor in industry, productioq oommerce and service sectors.

2. As attention was highly paid to child labor in industrial, commercial and

services sectors, most of areas where a studies were conducted were urban areas,

epecially in Bangko( not in rural areas

3. Most information sources in conducting reearch on child labor were children

themselves who were alredy working at their place of emplolment. Beside Thai

child labor usually includes migrating work force, as most of children working in

urban areali come from rural households not working with their families.

4- Since most child laborers are migrating workers, questions uzually faced in

Thai studies are why they are migrating to work in toums, which method is being used

to enter the labor market, who introduced thenr, who makes decisions, or whether or
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not they were sending money back home. These types of question will not be found in

overseas studies.

5. As the rsearch conoentrates on child labor in industriat, commercial and

service sectorq study has been mainty of their working conditions, working quantity

or hourg wag6, holidayg welfare and reasons to enter the labor market. Causes-

referent answer of the question'trhy children have to oome to work" are ve.ry rare,

even though there is description that child labor characteristics in almost all research

repofts. Information includes of child laborers come from big and poor families, their

parents can not afford to send them to schooL whici mentions characteristics only of

child workers in the labor in the market where are a lot of childrqr outside the marka

er(cluded from the study.

6. Since child labor in Thailand is considerably employed oppressively and

unfairly, academicians' affitudes appearing in Thailand's researching documents, are

rather negative. In consequence, the objectives of most rsqrches are intended to

obtain information likely to be usefrrl in child labor protcion and development,

including finding out appropriate measures to prevent childrenfrom untimely entering

the labor ma*et. In addition to shrdying the number of working hours and labor force

participation, research was also conductd in variou p€rseec-tivs and branches of

study.
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CSAPTER III

N{ATERIALS AND MEIHODS

3. I Conceptual Framenork

The researcher has taken the above - mentioned literature into consideration in

developing a conceptual framwork to be used in this reearch to determine variables

and to test empirical data. The development of conceptual framework is presented as

follows.

Figure 6. Conceparal Framework The behavior ofusing child labour outside the

household during the period of economic crisis

Demographic factors
- Dependencv Ratio

- Household Income
- Household debt
- Ownership and size of farmland
- The Wa,ge Rate of Child Labor

The behavior ofusing
child labour outside
the household.

- Importance of informants
- Level of clearness of inforrration
- Impelling Children
- Opportunity to have work
- Work experience in other regions

- Materialism Values
- Expectation of benefits which the family

will receive
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3.2 Research methodology

This shrdy is a descriptive resqrch by using a quantitative and qualitative

methodology with housetrolds as units in the uralysis and with details in the conduct of

the research by the following steps:

l. Population and sarrple groups for the rqearch

2. Tools used in the resmrch

3. Data collection and Analysis of the data

l. Population and sample groups for the reearch

In this research the researcher chose the area by purposive sampling namely

Buriram province, because at the time the economic crisis ocsrrd the behavior to use

child workers outside the family was affected. Information from the ministry of

education mentiond that in 1997 the rate of continued strrdis per home after the end

ofthe compulsory period in Buriram province was only 46.4yo,which makes Buriram

province the province with the lowest rate of continud studies in Thailand.

The populaticin. used for this research gre households in the countryside of

Buriram province with at least one child of a preseff age betrree,lr 13 and 19 years as a

family member participating in the labour force and this child was out of schoot. In the

case that child was not present in the household-during the srvey period, nrch

The sampte group used in this research u'e families in the countryside of Buriram

province, which have ben selected by simple. random sampling- from the taryet
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population according to the aforementioned conditions, in which the researcher used

the following steps in sampling:

l) In 1999 Buriram province's administrative area was divided into 21 districts

atd2 Subdisrids with atotal of 2S9,Sl7 famiries.

2) The 23 districts (21 dis;tricts alrd 2 Subdistricts) in Buriram province were

arrangd in the order of information mncerning labor re-migration as follows:

Table l0 Number of labour who migrated back to their original location by District.

Source : Department of t ocal Administratioq Ministry of tnteri6r 1fO September

Disrict/Sub-district

Number of labor in the area Number of labor
in the area who
re-migrated back
to their original
location

Apricultural sector Indusfial sector
EEtployd Un

ernployed
Employed Un

employed

Muang Buriram
Nang Rong
Pra Khon Chai
Phutthaisong
LarnPlai Mat
Satuk
Krasang
Irham Sai
Ban Kruat
I(huMuang
Nong Ki
Pa Kham
Nong Hong
Na Pho
Phlapphla Chai
Huai Rat

Nonsuwan
Chamni

Nondindang
Chalerm Pra Klart
Baffnai Chaiyapoj

King Am;hoe Ban Dan
King Amphoe Kandong

9q8oo
s3306
4,075
25,779

406
16,630
6l,l0g

636
48

.l,lg3
19,370
2,74
5,596
10,563
17,606
3,346
13,875
6,245
3,73O
5,130
5,711
17,670
10.355

1,930
1,547
1,169
1,565

295
2,636
tr,829
636
34

l,@8
0

188

2,157
0

1,809

66
629

1,335
932
0

1,004
163

840

20,000
1,296
1,150

2,399
970
ls6

1,760
s26
357
589
487
318

1,608
0

372
0

224
910
190
253

1,622
0
0

1,151

348
372
593
208
623
328
230
83

100
140

0
868
0

747
52
66
48
0
0

429
305
0

1,030
389
456
593

809
848

1,829
34
t27
384
6l
0
87
4t
493
680
136
260
850
27
280
30s
til

Total 4t8-332 22-874 35-173 6.691 9.882
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3) 3 sample districts were selectd by simple random sarrpling: Muang districq

Satuk district and Pra khon chai district.

4) The suHistricts in the sample districts were arranged in order from the sgb-

district with the highest rate ofcontinnrd studie to the srb-distict with the lowest rate

of continued studies.

5) In each district two suMisfiicts with low rates of continued s;firdies were

selected altogether 6 sub-disticts: Iakkhet sub-districq Banyang srb-district, Satgeng

suMistrict, Nong56ai srb-disricg Jorakal,mak srbdisuict and paisat nrb_district.

6) The vi[ages in the sample subdisticts were arranged in order from the village

with the highest rate of continued studie to the vi[age with the lowest rate of

continued shrdies.

7) In each subdistrict two villages with low rates of continued studies were

selcted 12 villags: Ban Iakkeg Ban samet, Ban Nongpa[ Ban Tungsawang Ban

satueng Ban Kham, Ban Nongya! Ban Tabae,ng Ban Bu4 Ban Kokprasar, Ban

Pinthong and Ban Nongianr.

s) The size ofappropriare t 
",pf. 

groups in each of the t2 villages was calculated

The data souroes of the research are the parents / guardians of child workers.

Besides that there are still other daa sources like cornmunity leaders and officials

involved with work concerning dwelopment.

Furthermore, as there may be more thaq I fu[y qualified child in each frmily, the

researcher defined the qiteria further for convenience h the study and for

*rT*asfollows:
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l. If only one child entered the labor market outside the frmily in this study

period that child will be seen as representative of the farnily in studying the related

circumstances and data- But if the family has more than I child" which is qualified by

the criteria, who entered the labor market outside the family during the shrdied pqno4

the youngat child will be seen as representative of the family in the study, because it

still is a person who strouldn't enter the labor market.

2-lf a family has many children quaffied by the criteria, but none of the children

entered the labor market outside the famity betneen July 1997 - September 1999, the

circumstances and data concerning the oldest child are seen as representative of the

frtttily in the study, b*ause it is senior and if necessary should enter the labor market

ralher than the younger children.

2. Tools used in the research

The tools used in the compilation of data for this research are interview

questionnaire that couers all required conteffi and issres and defining studied rariables

in order to determine general operational definitions. In this iesearch 2 interview forms .

were usd, with a range concerning the contents ofthe interviery forms as follows:

ld set Interview form for guardians, consisting of 6 sub-content parts

Part I Personal infonnation ofthe iuterviewed person and frmily menrbers

Pafiz Information about the economic siaration ofttieiirmily

Part 3 Information about behavior using child workers outside the family

Part 4 Formto lvlaterialism value
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Part 5 Interview form to measure expectations in the benefits from the use of

child workers outside the family during the economic crisis

Part 6 Results from the first time of the child entering the labor market (only ask

families with children going to work)

2d set lnterview forrr for community leaders / officials involved with work concerning

development and laboq consisting of4 sub-content parts

Part t Personal detials ofthe interviewed person

Partz Community profile

Part 3 Information and opinions about effects and changes of the community due

to economic crisis

Pafi 4 Information about the use of child workers

ld setThe intenview form for guardians is an interview forrr creatd by the

researcher to compile and study data on a househole level, behavior in using child

workers outside tf familV, Ivlateriatiy valueg benefits to be received from the use of

child workers outside the family duriog the econoni,ic crisis and the restilts 
.from.the

child entering the labor market during tie economic crisis. For details of the inter,iew

questinnaire see the appendix.

Steps in the creation and oranrination of the quality of the tools. In the part which

is an interview form to measre materiatism valum and an interview form to measure

the benefits to be receivd from using child workers outside the &mily i*ing flr.

economic crisis will be separately dealt with in the following. In the following all the
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remaining steps in creation and development of the tool will be dealt with in the

following order:

l) Study of doqrments and research work related to the different modifications

used in the studies including consrltation and inquiries with people with related

experience to determine limitations or definitions in the conduct of the modifications as

well as to find ways to determine the shape ofthe content.

2) Creation ofthe interview form according to the data frame required to study by

using the definitiorul or limitations for the modifications as basis in the creation of the

different questions to cover the entire study body in order to €nable the interview form

to measure the things required to measure (\alidity).

3) Present the interview form together with the limitations or definitions for the

conduct ofthe bodywork to the consultant professor of the literary college and qualifier

for consideration and examination ifthe definitions and the interview form are clear and

correct or not as well.as to consider the phrasology used in the questions, if they are in

accordance with the feature required to mealurg or not so that the tool will be of

correct content (content validity):

 ) Ivlake corrections to the interview form to be more appropriate before teting

it.

5) Take the corrected interview for field testing with groups of similar

characteristics to the populace groups of the research, who are not actual sarrple

griups of this research at Ban Nongprong Jisarn sub-district, h[uang districq Buriram

province, altogether 30 families, to strrdy the problems in application during interviews

as well as the ptraseology use in the questiong ifthere is direst uiderstanding or not.
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6) Correct elrorc of the interview form about the use of phraseology in the

questions for esy understandability, perfection and added appropriateness. After that

use it to gatlrer data from the acaral sample goup.

In this study the researcher has defined the rlaluc and measrement of key

varisable as follows:

l) The reliance sinration in the farnily. The rmlue is defined bythe rate ofthe

number of persons under 13 years and those of t3 years and abovg but unable to work

in economy to the number ofall workers of the fanrily, like in a frmily with 4 persons

under 13 and above 13 but unable to work The number of all worters in the family is 2

persons. The rate of reliance has a value of 2.

2) The nu'nber of child / adolescent workers in the family means the nurnber of

persons between 13 - 19 years of age living in the family. The value is defined

according to the actual ntunber, like in a frmily there are 2 perrcns in said age group,

which girres a value of 2.

3) Income of the &mily. The value is defined according to the amount of cash..
money of the fanrily ha4 the spouse and. other &mily mernbss together, in gnits of

one thousand Baht.

Average income l0,0OO Batlr/year defined lO.O0

Average income 10,500 Battr/yer defined 10.50

4) Debts of the family. The value is defined according to the anrount of all debts

of any kind of the farnily, which are binding to persons, orgadzations or financial

institutions and which are money debts or material debts, whose ralue is calcutated in
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' money' before the decision to use child workers outside the family, in units of one

thousand Baht.

Debts ofthe family 5,000 Batlr/year defined 5.00

Debts ofthe frmily 10,000 Bath/year defined lO.O0

5) Oumemhip and size of frrmland of the family. The value is defined according

to the'total amount of land of the family acnrally used for farming during the study,

which may be their oum land, rented lan( forest reservation land or farmland under

other circumstances

Size offarmland l0 Rai defined l0

6) Amount of savd money of the family means the amount of cash money

remaining after expenseq which the &mily accumulated for necessities in comparison

with the period before the economic crisis.

About the same difined I

The savings before were higher defined 2

savings beforewere lss defined 3

.

7) Educational ere€nses mean ffpffi, which the family has to pay for

education The value is defined according to the acnratly spent arnount of cash money.

The unit is one thousand Baht.

Educational expenses 1q000 Bath/year defined IO.OO .

Educational ereenses 15,500 Bath/year defined 15.50

8) The importance of the informer on the decision of the guardian. The value is

defined according to the lwel of credibility or influence of the urformel on the decision
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to let the child enter the labor market outside the family according to the opinion of the

guardiaq by gving a value on 3 lerrels.

The level of credibility is low defined I

The level ofcrdibility is medium defined 2

The level of credibility is high defiaed 3

9) Level of clearness of the information. The value is defined according to the

total ofvalues resrlting from each clause. As the form to measure the level of clearness

of the information contains a total of 8 clauseg the value of the level of clearness of the

information ranges &om 0 to g.

0 - 2 means lerrel of clearness ofthe information is low

3 - 5 means level ofclearness ofthe information is medium

6 - 8 means level of clearness ofthe information is high

lO)Help received means the help which the child worker did or did not receive

due to the contact of the member / head of the family with persons in his social group

from sources at the start and at the destination.

Sources at the start

No help received defined 0

Travel elryenses defined I

Loanasasset defined 2

offered offound work source defind 3

Found accommodation defined 4

helped to find work defined 5

Other (specity) " defined 6
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Source at the destination

No social network defined 0

offerd free accommodation defined I

sharedrentedroom defined 2

helped with money defined 3

helped find work defined 4

Offered of found work sour@ defined 5

Other (specity) defined 6

I l) The opportunity that the child will find work The value is defined according

to the level of certainty, which the guardian has, that the chitd will find worh if the

decision is met to let it e,lrter the labor market at that time by estimating the nalue in

percent.

Refening to the opportunity the child may have to go to work the researchr used

the following criteria for consideration:

Value O -ZO Littte opportrniry

value 2l -10 LessoPPortunity

Value 4l _60 Mdium opporhrnity

Value 6l _ gO Greater opportunity

Value 8l - lO0 Great opportunity

12) Work experience in other locations. The nalue is defird from the number of

times the child worker formerly went to work outside the frmily (more than 15 davrl

like.
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nelrer had any work experience in other locations 0

had work experience in other locations I time I

13) Matedalism values is an interview forrn, ufrich the reearcher copied from the

interview form to measure the popularity of material things ofPenkae prajonpajjanuek

and Ormduan Sotmanee by using a rating scale and with alternating positive and

negative questions according to the appropriateness of the codent. The values are

defined depending on the direction ofthe quetions. Ifthe question is positivg there are

given 5, 4, 3, 2, I (ager- absolutely, agr@, not sure, don,t qgree, absolutely don,t

agee) and opposite values are given on nqative questions.

14) Expectations of benefits which the family wil receive, is an interview form

which the researcher created with alternating positive and negative questions according

to the appropriatenss of the content. The values are defind depending on the

direction of the questions. If the question is positivg there are giyen s, 4,3,2, I and

opposite values are given on nqative qustions. The points are calculated according to

the formula of Edunards (Edwards 1954 re,ferred to in chal'aporn witchawutb

Theeraporn Uwanno and Pornthip Siriwanhut ZS3l :59).

15) Etrects of the economic crisis mans resutts from the occlurenoe of the

economic crisis. From considering supplementary theorie and evidence it is found that

the effects, which ocornd were in 5 areas.

16) Behavior of using child workers outside the &mity means the &ct that the

family decided to let &mily me,mbers of an age between 13 - 19 yea$ go to work

":*" the family in the period between July 1997 - September 1999 for a minimum
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working time of 15 days. The method to measure uss the following modification table.

The amount ofusing child workers defines the value ofthe factor as I and 0.

The factor of assessment of the use of child workers outside the family is seen as

the basic factor in this research and to create deeper understanding in the phenomenon

of using child workers outside the frmily during the economic qisis. The researcher

will measure other feature like results from the instigation of the guardian, gender,

agg order of birth, who hid influence on the decision, reasons or conditions for the

decision, destination souroes, where the child went to worlg ftavel expenses, travel

method to the work source, charaaeristics / kind of work the c,hild did and how much

the child entering the labor market outside the family helped in solving the problems of

the family during the economic crisis.

The interview form to measure the popularity of material things is an interview

fonq which the researchercopied from an interview form to meailre the popularity of

material things ofPenkae Prajonpajianuek and Ormduan Sotmanee (1986) to measure

the popularity of material thiqgs witr guardians. The interview form feangq a rating 
.

scale and has l0 quetionq-z out ofuihich are positive statememts, naely I, 3, 5, 6,1,g

and 9, and 3 negative statements, namely 2, 4 atd 10. the questions are used to

measure the popularity of material thingg namely possessing mon€y and vzrious things.

The definition of the nalues depe,nds on the direction of the questions, nanrely by

assigning values to each *Yo of 5, d 3,2 aad I for positive staterne,nts when the

answer is I agree absolutely, agree, not surg don't agree, absolutely don't agree

respectively. Values in the opposite order are assignd for answers on negative

stafements-
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In testing the quality of the interview form the researcher sought reliability by

measudng of internal consistency by gving Cronbach's cr - coefficient by using it on

populace groups, which were not actuat sample groups of the raearch, a total of 30

p€rsons, at Ban Nongprong Jisarn subdistricq Muang disricq Buriram province, a

reliability of .72was achieved as staodard deviation and the standard error values of the

measurement equal 2.67 46 and l.8624 respectively.

This part of the measuring form contains a total of l0 items. Therefore the point

range given is between l0 and 50..

l0 - 17 means much less on the h[aterialism values

18 - 25 means less on the tv{aterialism values

26 -33 means Medium on the tvlaterialism values

34 - 4l means High on the lvlaterialism value

42 - 50 means very high on the Materialism values

The form to measure the benefits qcpected to be received from letting the child

enter the labor market is an intervien, form, which the rmearcher created to measure

the orpectations of the guardian conce,rning the benefits erectd to receive from

letting the child enter the labor market outside the frnrily in order to solve the economic

problemg consisting of 12 benefit iteuts, in which the researcher took the following

steps in the creation and the examination of the qualitv of the tool:

l) Search for content limitations of the inteniew form by srveying the opinions

of guardians in the countryside area of the village Sawa[ieek and Fai ni[age Muang

district, Buriram province, who once let children enter the labor market outside the

family, but are not actual sanrple groups of this research, a total of io persorur as well
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as synthesizing the reasons why children entered the labor market and why the

guardians let the chil&en enter the labor market from researches in the pas.

2) Using the data from the entire survey to analyze the content of the benefits and

arranging the benefit items in order of frequurcy from much to little and choosing high-

risk benefit items for the first lO positions as cont€nt in the creation of the question in

the interview form.

3)Creation of the interview form for expectation of benefits to be received from

lefting the child enter the labor market by using the selwted benefit items for questions

in the interview form. This interview form consists of trvo parts in gach questioq

namely

Part 1. An interview about the importance of the benefits Eeected from letting

the child enter the labor market (LJi). The questions are in the form of an etimation

form with 6 value slots totating 12 possibilities.

The definition of mea$lre expectations in the benefits from the use of child

workers outside the family during the economic crisis, namely byassinging expectations

to each answer of 0,' L, 2, 3,4 and 5 for not important, much less important, less

importan! Medium importang very important and Most important in each case as

follows:

How irnportant (or necessary) do think it is to let the child... duing th,e_

economic crisis?"

Opinion Most Very Medium

kvel important important important

AaswerCode 5 4 3

less Much less Not

important important important

210
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Pan2.Interview on the opportunity to receive those benefits (spi). The questions

are also in the forrr ofan estimation form with 6 value slots totaling 12 possibilities.

The definition of the opportunity to receive those benefits (Spi), nagely by

assinging opportrnity to reeive those benefits to each answer of 0,1,2,3,4and 5 for no

opportunity, Much les opporarnity, less opportunity, Medium opportunity, tfigh

oppornrnity and very tfigh opportunity in each case as Follows:

@efore letting the child go out to work for the first time) were you sure or not

thaq ifyou let the child go out to work during the economic crisis, the child would.....?

If not how much actuat opportunity there would be?

opinion veryhigh Hgh Medium Less Much less No

Level opporornity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportuniey

Code

4) Present the interview form togethu with the definitions for the conduct of the

phrase'benefits elQected to be receiv.ed from letting the child e,lrter the labor market

outside the &mil/' and the table of contents of the selcted benefits to the consultant

professor of the literary college and qualifier for considemtion and eromination if the

definitions and the interview form are clear and correct or not as well as asking for

additional recommendations concerning the phraseotogy used in the questions to make

corrections t1 the interview form before testing it.

5) Take the corrected interview for testing with guardians, who are not actual

sarple groups of this research at Ban Nongtrong Jisam sub-districq Iuuang districq

Buriram province, altogether 30 persons, to study language proble,ms, interpretations

and acceptance of the meaning of the content of the questions and usjdata achieved toCopyright by Mahidol University
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amlyzn the quality in reliability of the interrriew form. By using the o-coefficient of

Cronbach a reliability nalue equaling .89 as standard deviation and the standard error

values ofthe measuremqlt equal 3z.7g7} and l0.Eg44 respectively.

6) Adjust the intervier*, form once more. After that use h to gather data from the

actual 303 sample groups. A reliability value equaling .90 as standard deviation and the

standad errornalues ofthe mea$rement equal34.4E48 and l8.72ll respetively.

The calculation of thtj values of the ocpectation of benefits to be received from

letting the child enter the labor market is made from the formula of Edwards

(Chayaporn Witchawuth and others,1988 : 59 ; refening to Edwards 1954) as follows:

sEU = l trr,*t
i: I

where SEU is the benefit the guardian is ogecting (zubjective exp@ted utiliry) to

receive from letting the child enterthe labormarket

SPi is the opportrnity to receive benefit i from letting the child enter the labor

market according to the feeling ofthe guardian (srbjective probability)

Ui is the level of importance ofbdefit i

n is the nrmber of benefits from letting the child enter the labor market.

As the researcher defined the value ofthe opportrmity to rmeive the benefit (Spi)

and the value of the importance ofthe benefit (ui) between O - 5, the product Spil.1 in

each item therefore has a value between O and 25.

By emphasizing that the form to measure the benefits expected from leuing the

child enter the labor market contains a total of 12 iterrs, the possible value of the factor

. is between 0 and 300.
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0 - 59 mea$r much less the opportunity to receive benefits

60 - I 19 ineans less the opportrnity to receive benefits

120 - 179 means Medium the opportunity to receive benefits

180 - 239 means tfigh the opportunr'ty to receive benefits

240 - 300. means Very high the opporarnity to receive benefits

3. Data collection and analysis

The researcher collected dara by preparing interview questionnaire 35

interviewers. Of those are sfirdents of Rajabhat Institute Buriram Before the field

survey begaq the researchers were trained to assure the same understanding about the

importance and objectives of the intsvieun. They received a handbook as a guideline

to be use during the interview and they hail to study and follow instnrctions. After

receiving all the answered qustionnaires at the end of the day, the researcher would

edit the answers and correst illogical ansulgrs. The researcher also noted problems to

improve field zurvey for tlre next day.

Data that has been collected ftom the sarrple group was analped according to the

presoibed objective of tle surdy. Firstly, daa was scree,ned for accuracy'and

reliability, then data was coded. The codes may have been amended laier to ensure

clarity of the codes among variables. After making stse that the coding of data was

completely accr.ratg the dara was analped in order to achieve the aims of the study.

Statistical techniques that were used are Basic statisties (frequency, percentage and

arithmatic mean)
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CEAPTER TV

RESTTLTS

This study used 12 villages Ban Lakket, Ban Sameg Ban Nongpa.r, Ban

Tungsawang Ban Satueng Ban Kharn, Ban Nongyai, Ban Tabaeirg Ban Bua, Ban

Kokprasat, Ban Pihthong and Ban Nongjan as the study area for sarrple households

Spread over Muang District, Sduk District and Pra Khon Chai District. All villages in

the study were outside municipal areas. From survey the villages pioved to be not

significantly different in terms of status. They were all nral and had a sirnple way of

- life.

.l General Prolile of Sample Vittages

 .l.l Village Size.

The size of sample villages ranged from 107-150 households

4,1.2 Education :

Most inhabitants complete only compulsory education, a small number continued

into secondary school. In some villages no one had gone beyond compulsory

education. This was a similar problem in every village

4.1.3 Type of work.

Mos[ households wcre involved in agricultre rith medium range problem of

production General work ii the secondary profession

4.1.4l-abour wages.

It was found that labour wages srrveyed were between 60-g0 baht per day.Copyright by Mahidol University
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4.2lnformation and opinions ebout changes of the community during the period

of Economic Crisis

4.2. I Producrion Capital.

The data from 303 village leaders offer an opinion about the effects on

production assefs. It is found that prices have risen, partiartarly pesticides. The second

most changes asPect is fertilizer, because the policy to develop economy before that

emphasized production for orport and therefore encouraged the farmers to plant single

crops for sale. The single crop system relies on machmes, chemical fertilizer and

chemical pesticides in order to increase the amounts of production Details are shown

in Table I I

Table I I Changes of production capital comparing the state before and after the

economic crisis (N = 303)

4.2.Zlncome from the sale of labour migratiou

It is found that when the economic crisis was imminent those who had migmted

sent less of their income to their households -4 oia that the amount of

monel','personlyw sent to the households had decreased as well. The amount of

money 14,640 battr/person/year before the economic sisis had decreased the amount

of money I1,450 bat}/person/year. Details are shonm in Table 12

Production factors Before After Changes (7o)
Fertilizer

Insecticideb
Pesticides

'Plowing 
and sowiirg wages

Labor wages
Seed price

300
350
120
t20
80
2l,0

420
402
216
156
r04
322

40
t5
80
30
30
l5

Total l-250 1.620 29.6
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Table 12 Incorne from the sale of labour migntion comparing rhe state before --A
afterthe economic crisis (N =303)

4.2.3 Relying on resour@ basis.

The effects on reliance on resources (proorrerreff of food from natural souraes in

the community, like water mimosa along canalq acasiaalong fences, fishes in rivers

or canals) were that about 47.9 percent were not able to rely on their sources due to

geographical limitations. The remarning 52.1 percent were still able to rely on natural

food resources, even though they had to use more time and thqe were more persorut

using the sarne food source. Details are shoum in Table 13

Table 13 Changes of reliance on resources comparing the stce before and after the

economic crisis (N= 303)

4.2.4 Social and traditional assets.

It is found that aftei the economic crisis began various relations activities in the

communities dwreased and there were change in each activity. It strould be observed

that the percentage of the changes which decreased the most &1s to entertaining

activities (like New Year festivatq Songkran Day, etc.). Other activities concerning

Period lncome from hire per
person pervar(Tol

Sent regularly
(%)

Sert sometimes
(o/sl

Not sent
(o/ol

Before t4^&0 @.92 25.67 9.41
After r 1.450 28.23 32.39 39.38

Chanees(%) 21.78 36.69 6.72 29.97

Title. Chanees (%)
Relying on natural food resources
-no
- yes
During the economic crisis the abilityto rely on resourceswas
- as usual
- decreased because more people competed overthem
- decreased because molg_drnghad to b" rp.ru at work

47.9
52.1

40.3
35.3
24.4

46175
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support in the communities changed less in percentage like metit making and

resignation from groupVinstiartions in the communities. Details are shown in Table 14

Table 14 Changes of society and tradition comparing the stage before and after the

economic crisis (N = 303)

4.2.5Livtngexpenses.

It was found that after the economic crisis began there were changes in livrng

expenses, in which the orpenses for food underwent the most changes followed by

erQenses for ducation and basic necessitie. The economic crisis therefore had the

effect that expe,lrse in the households of famers in the countryside increased due to the

consumption ofgoods like city society. And the Bath value decreased" so the problems

became.more'severe. Details are shown in Table l5

Title Decreasd%) As usual(%)
- merit-making at templeVgiving OoA to monta
- quantity and quality of the donated food.
- joint rnerit-making (like grving robes to
priestVleaving offerings for priests)
- holding of community festivities (like New year
festivals, Songkran Day, etc)
- Support of activities in the community (like
weddrngg funerals, entering priesthoo( etc)
- resignation from groupMnstiutrions in the
community to increase time spent on making a
living

40.9
10.0

36.2

62.5

59.7

25.t

59.1
90.0

63.8

37.5

40.3

74.9
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Table 15 Changes of living expenses of the household/momh comparing the stage

before and after the economic crisis (N: 303)

4.2.6Debt Situation.

Therefore income was insufficient to @ver arpenses in the householdq which led

to loans and debts in the following. It was therefore found that the sample farmer

households for the most part became indebted. The imporant loan sourcq are

commercial bankdagricultural banks fotlowed by loan epitalists. When the oonomic

crisis and the unemployment problem happene4 it was formd th*3L.79Yohave ability

to repay debts decreased or payment appointments were ofteir friled. 3l.2ZYo was

almost not.met or could not be done at all:'

Besides that there are Sj,;ilg/oog sa-ple groiips memioning.that the search for

loan sources in the period after the oonomic crisis bqgan was much more difficrrlt or

almost impossible. These things nahrally atrected the life quality in the families as

well as in the communities. Details are shown in Table 16

Erpenses (Bath) Before After Chanees(%)
Expenses for food
Expenses for basic necessities
Travel fares to selUbuy goods
Expenses for raising children
Expenses for education
Public utilities (electricity)
Expenses for clothes
Health expenses

1,683.17
707.92
570.63

2,262.39
1,296.37

189.93
715.5t
157.43

2,3V1.62
913.93
569.A

2,846.53
1,732-67

192.2
8y-62
163.17

37.1
30.0

0.28
2s.8i
33.65
l.l9

19.44
3.&

Total 5-857.29 7-?55.9? 32.41
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4-2.7 The required help or wel&re from the government or related facilities.

The required help or welfare fiom the gov€rnment or related frcilities were found

to be on rank I product price guarante, rank 2 arrangement of local work sources and

raok 3 low interest loans, zupport of the children concerning education and increa-qe of

safety in life iznd properry. Details are shown iir tabte iZ

Table 16 Debt situation during the period of Economic crisis (N: 303)

Title Percent
I Number of families

I - having debts

| - wittrout debts

I Lo*sources
| - loan capitalists

| - pu*, shops in the vill4ge
- neightbors
- relatives
- commercial bankdagrianlturat banks
- unions/savings group
Ability to pay debts
- can Fay as usual
- can paylesq misses appointments often
- can almost not payldoes not pay at all
Search for loan sources
- as usual
- more difficult, but sufficient
- much more diffi@_qq!_ahqq$:not be found

6t.4
38.6

34.M
5.17
0

12.87
45.99

1.93

35.99
32.79
3t.22

2t.09
26.12
s2.79
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Table 17 Number and Percentages of Sample Housetrold by the required help from

the government (N = 303)

4.2.8 Search for w.ays out ofthe problems ofthe economic crisis.

It was found that for the most part orpcnses (79.7%) were decreasd/more was

saved followed by having the persons in the household seek increased income(6 O.|yO.

This shows th9 merubers of'the 
'sample 

households trted to adjust so thal the

households were safe from the economic crisis by using cooperation and benefits from

personal resources inside the households. Details are shown in Table 18

The required help Rank I Raok 2 Rank 3
Numbe
'r

Percent number peroent number percent

- low interest loans
- product pticc guarantee
- zupport ofthe children
concerning education.
- help/welfare
concerning health
treatment
- provision of work
places

- arrangement of
professional training
- arangement of local
work sources
- help by sending to
work abroad
- irrcrease of safety in
life and Doverty

0

l0

74

l3

0

0

55

l5l

0

r8.2
49.t

0

0

3.3

24.4

4.3

0

0

55

20

27

t2

55

l0

t24

0

0

t8.2
6.6

8.9

4.0

18.2

3.3

40.9

0

0

90
65

54

0

2t

39

0

34

0

29.7
2r.5

17.8

0

6.9

12.9

0

0

tt.2
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Table l8 Search for ways out of the problems of the economic crisis

4.2.9 In this study the researcher conducted interviews by asking about

information of the use of child labour from community leaders and persons involved

with labour development. It was found that when the benefits which the households

and the children would receive like incresed incomg development of the children

themselves and beneficial use oftimg were compared with theoccuning drawbacks, it

was found that for the rnost part it was not liked to let the children go to work outside

the households by tsving as 'hain reason lack of educational opportunities.

Interestingly, a tendency can be seen of giving importance to househotd problems in

respect of taking care of household members, particularly the.elderly, and the

children's lpk of warmth f,rom the parents. Beides that they were also wonies tha!

the children might bcome q.rt offfrom the households by bad friends and might lose

their future and not respect and obey their elders as they were making money

themselves.

Howeveq interviews concerning development activitieVprojects in the villages to

help prwent the ctrildren from going out to work outside the area afler the economic

crisis began it is found that there were no activities/projects of said kind. Besides that,

when interviewed'about the role of temples and schools, it was found that schools

played solne fole in preventing the irse of child labour in the form of

Method to find a wav out Percentage
- decreased expenseVincreased saving
- let the people in the household sek additional income
- let the children go to work orrside the community
- open small shops
- gambling like lottery, etc
- use of druss to reduce stress

79.7
60.7
34.7
30.7
19.5
38.6
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recommendations, expanding educational opporttrnities and arrangements of loans for

education after the economic crisis began.

4.3. Status of Sample Households

By interviewing the heads of household or repremtcive, it was found that 63.7

percent of household heads are male age between 23 and 76 years or on werage 47.0 ,

years. Most of the household heads (79.9 percent) are between 35 to 59 years of age;

83.5 percent completed only Pratomsuksa 4 (P.4);about 75.2 peremtwere farmers; as

shown in Tahle 19

Table l9 Number and Percentages of Sample Household Heads by Various

Characteristics

Characteristic Number Percent
1. Sex Male

Female
193

Il0
63.7
36.3

2. Age Less than 34 years
35 - 39 years

40 - 4 years
45 - 49 years
50 - 54 years
55 - 59 years
over 60 vears

25
q
74
46
59
23
36

8.2
13.1

24.5
15.2
19.s
7.6

ll.9
3. Tlpe of work No work

Farmer
Government official
General worker
Industrial worker
Merchant

12

228
8

4
4
7

4.0
7s.2
2.6
1.3

14.5
2.3

4. Education LowerPrimary @.a)
Lower Secondary (M.3)
did not studv

2s3lr'
39

83.5
3.6
12.9

Total 303 100
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General Information about the behavior of using child tabour on non-firrm

employmenL

From interview with households and disqrssion with community leaders, it was

found that generally children begin working in their homes, helping with activities at

home, such as .looking after farm animals, working in the field and going with

members as hired 4griculture labor. Bmuse most households identified rice

cultivation as their primary profession and it can only be grown onc€ per year, these

families hire out once they have finished harvesting.

From a sample group of 303 children who were representative of the 303

households in this study, it was found that 63.4 percent were female and 72.3 perce*

were at least 15 years old. 31.7 percent of child labor force paaicipation were the first

child 42.3 percent bf children who completed Pratomsuksa 6 (P.6) in t99g entered the

wort force. The type of work that most labor were involved in was industry 57.g

pereent. Other rypes of worlg in order of impoaance, wetre oommerce, agrianltgre and

service 62.0 percent of child labor worked in Bangkok and Vicinity; l8.B percent

worked in Bufiram; the rest worked in other provinces. Details are shown in Tabl'e 20
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. Table 20.Number and Percentages of Sample child labor by Various Characteristic

Characteristic Number Percent

1. Sex Male
Female

ill
r92

36.6
63.4

2.Age 13 years

14 years

l5 years

16 years

l7 years

18 vears

55
29
35
86
58
40

l8.l
9.6
t 1.6
28.4
l9.l
13.2

3. Birth Order First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth

96
89
52
48
18

3t.7
29.4
17.2
15.8
5.9

4. Y ear of Leaving School 1998
t997
t996

128
100
75

42.3
33.p
24.8

5. Type of work (n:293) Agriorlture
Industry

Commerce
Service

13

t69
t07
4

4.3
57.8
36.6
1.3

6. Place of working (n=293) Bangkok and Vicinity
Burham province
others

188

57
48

64.1

19.4
16.5

Demographico Economic, Social and Psychological fiattors of Sample

Households.

Demographic factors

For this study demographic status focuses on Household Dependency Ratio

1. Household siZe.

' 
Households had on average 5.24 persons or 5 - 6 persons. The standard deviation

was 1.12

2. Flousehold Dependency Ratio.

The average ratio was 0.654 The standard deviation rvas.0.03 or about I : 2
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3' Number of children 266 households had one working child or 8Z.g percent 19

households or 6.3 p€roent had two working children 8 households or 2.6percent had

three working childreo. There were lg2females and I I I males for a total 303 children

labores from 303 households. The average is 1.08 with a standard deviation of 0.4

Economic factors

For this study economic status focuses on Household incomg Land Right and

Land Usage Household Debt and Child Wage Rate

l. Household income.

Measures were taken of monthly income and annual income, which included

income &om 4griorlural and other sectors. The average annual income per household

was 21,546.33 bath with a standard deviation of 1g,542.03

ln comparison family's average anrual income before the economic crisis as

compared to after the economic crisiq 18.E percent about the same 67.7 percent the

income before was better and 13.5 percent the income before was worse.
.tt

2. i,and Right and Land Usage

Land RiSht andLand Usage ll.2zp€rcd ofhouseholds had no land. On average

households had about 15.96 rai with a standard derriation of l2.a2.After the economic

crisis 1.3 percent (4 households) had sold land's family about 4 rai

3. Household Debt.

Household Debt- 17.83 percent of households had no debt. Generally households

have debt. 81.17 pqrcent of household had de,bt, and generalty their debt was with The

Agricultural Cooperatives and The Bank of Agriorlture. 74.s percent of sample
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households said the loan sour.ces can be found urfficiently (36.1 percent) and 3g.4

percent much more difficulq so they can almost not or not at all be found.

In comparison household's debt before the economic crisis as compared to after

the economic orisis 65.0 percent borrowed more than usual. The ability of the

household to repaythe debt. 43.6 perceirt could almost not pay or did not pay at all.

Summarily, The household debt before the economic crisis as compared to after

the economic crisis 85.2 percent (258 sample households) said their economic status

\{ras worse than before the economic crisis.

4. Child Wage Rate.

It was found that tle desired average daily wage for child labor was 145.5 bath

with a standard deviation of 41.04 baht in the time before the economic crisis and

107.35 with a standard deviation of 35.82 baht battr in the time after the economic

crisis.

Social factors

' For this snrdy social status focuses on Importance of informants, Level of

clearness of informatioq Opiorurnity to have work work experience in other area and

Impelling children to enter the labour force.

.1. Importance of informants.

Before the economic crisis 49.3 perceut of households received information from

relatives who worked and came home to visit. After the economic.ctisis 3f .O percent

of households received information from neighborq w.ho had gone to work elsewhere

64.0 percent (before the economic oisis) and 50.0 percent (after the economic crisis)
.

of households stated that the information they'ieceived was reliable.Copyright by Mahidol University
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2. I4vel of clearness of information.

In considering which households rece_ived more or less information the researcher

looked at what information about child labor households had strch as kind of work

the child would have to do, where to worlg dairy wqges, nrmber of days a week it

would worh advance compensation for the work, a[ange for accommodation and

food" number of workers were at the workplace. If the household knew any of those

items they received a score of l; if they did not they received a score of 0. Then the

numbers were added together with the s@res having a possible range of 0 to g.

In comparison Level of clearness of information before the economic crisis as

compared to after the rconomic crisis. The average score was 4.20 with a standard

deviation of 2.85 and The average score was 6.82 with a standard deviation of ziq
3. Opportunityto have work

.It was found that76.9 percetrt of households had confident and 58.4 percent said

their confident was worse than before the econorrric crisis

4. Work experience in other areas.

If was found that 78.6 Percent of households had work i::rperience.in other areas

compared to afterthe economic crisiq 75.3 percent aboutthe same.

5. lmpelling Children to Enter the Labor Force.

Accumulation behaviors were considered in analyzing impelling children to enter

the labor force. Behaviors included ocplaining reasons why children should go to work

instead of studying explaining about the benefits the child would ,rri"" from going

to worlg scotd the child and tell the child about experiences about suooess in going to

work of other children in the village. There were a total of 4 behaviors; a score of I
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was given if the guardian h4d ever behaved in that rtanner, a soore of 0 ii not. Them

the numbers were added together with the soore having a possible range of 0 to 4

ln comparison Impelling children to enter the labor force before the economic

crisis as compared to after the'economic crisis. The average soore was 1.32 or abogt

one of the behavior was done; The standard dwiation was 1.02 and the averagescore

was 2.15 or about two of behaviors were done. The standard derviation was I.62

In whether or not children will go to work 40.6 percent of family heads talked

with himself. However, a higher percentagg 46.9 percent talkd with other members

of the household. This shows that entering the labor force depends more on the

decision of the household.

Psychological factors

For this study Psychological status focuses on lvlaterialism Values and

Expectations in the benefit for the hor,lsehold.

i. fuiareriaiism Values.

. Using a l0 item list, households had an average Materialism s@re before and

after econonric crisis is medium level b.ut mean of materialism score decrease in the

period after economic crisis ( * = 3z.Mandl = 30.69) from a possible mnge of 22-

42. 
:

2. Expectations in the benefit for the household.

Using a 12 itern list, households had changed an average attituaqscore before
4

econo:ntc crisis was less (x - 75.47) but an avemge attitnde score-after the economic

crisis is medium level (x = 122.s2)from a possible range of 37-214.
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The behavior of using child labour

In this part, further insight into the'behavior of using child labor outside the

household during the period of economic crisis is preentd through a discussion of

decision-making which includes findings both &om qualitative and qnantitative data.

Household factors will be considered in the presentation, in order to draw a clear

picture 6f using child labor outside the household.

Household Influences on the decision-making process.

The study asked questions to investigate who influenced or took part of using

child labor Table 21 investigates whettrer child made the decision to move on their

own. The results show that 40.6 percent were household head, I higher percintage

46.9 percnntwere other members of the household. This shows that entering the labor

force depends on the decision of the household. Howwer, most households were of

the opinion that works for children should not be too difficult because they are still

children, corr.partng the tlme before economio crisis child made decision to move on

their own.

The study also asked non-migrants about household members who may have

encouraged or diicouraged them from moving in the tirne before economic crisis. In

general non-migrant were more likely to have household members who discouragd

them from moving or were neutral than were migrants. This implies that household

..
mdmber's opinions did have a large impact on migration decision-making. There was

little difference between mother'i and father's reaction to the child movg except that

mothers were slightly more likely to discourage ttre child move.
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Interesting patterns are found based on the gender of the respondent. Mothers

were more likely to have discouraged non-migrant daughters from moving the sons;

however, they were also more likely to have encouraged those daughters who did

migrate than sons. This may be becatrse motlrcrs fel they have less influence over

their sons. The in-depth interviews also discussed family members' reactions to using

child labor.

Q : Who decided to let this child go to work outside the family?

A : It was my own decision and thefamily members decidd together.

Reasons for using child labor outside the household.

When asked the reason for their using child labor outside the household. It was

found that if the economic crisis had not happened 39.2 percent of householdsin the

sample gtroup only wanted their child aged 13-19 to work. The percentages for their

reasons why they should work were poverty (64.0 percent). Other reasons, in order of

importance, were no work in the village and gather life experience. There were no

reatons other th4n these. It can be seen that households want children to piovide

economic assibtance to the household, so they have them worli The in-depth

interviews also discussed positive and negative aspects ofusing child labor outside the

household.

Q : What was.the purpose of using child labor outside the household?

A : To make money.

Q : Were there any other purposes for using child labor?

A : No work in the village and gather life orperience.

Q : What's good about living outside the household?
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A : It's taught child to look out for themsel{, to earn a living and to make rnore money

so household would have a better.

Q : What's bad about living outside the household?

A: Lack of educational opportunities, lack of warmth &om the parents and not respest

and obey their elders

Q : In fact, rieep down in your heart you don't want child leave the village at all?

A : Nobody does, really, if there was work in the village.

These interview help to show how rural households are often torn between their

ability to make money in rhe city, and the warmth and security of rural life.

Social Networks at the Destination

The sudy also investigated aspects of the decision-making process zuch as the

selection of the destination and existing social network at that destination. Household

networks are assumed to facilitate to move of childs from the same home vi[age,

whether the relativg friend or acquaintance is living at the destination 'place

permdnently or temporarily. At the same time, these childs'will be provid{ with a

better chahce of finding work and other resourcc than childs who have no netrnrork at

the destinatioq in order to examine the most influential source of information

affecting childs. lt is found tlrat most of the childs obtained inforrration about their

destinadon area, through their members of the household, working there beforg or

through friendq relatives and brokers, rather than through government agencies or

mass media.

Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D. @opulationEducation I t49)

Remittances and Dependence on child labor

The child inthe rural Northeast has had high mobility levels for some time; much

of this mobility is temporary. This implies that a significant proportion of household

support over the couse of the year is earned by child labor, particrrlarly in regards to

cash income.

The household questionnaire asked about all remiuances received by households

and method bf transference. Overafi the snrdy found that 85.1 peraent of households

received sorne form of remftance whether in the form of gpodq cash or both. It is

interesting that ttre amount of cash brought back by child labor was lower on average

I,000 Baht.

The household questionnaire asked abotrt how remittances were usd by the

household. The goal of these questions was to see how remittance income fit into a

continuurir of need. 72.3 percent of respondents said they used the money received

from the child's work to buy foo( 16.5 percent responded that to reduce debts for

improle family statuq 5.9 percent responded that to buy agricultural tools and.seeds

and 5.3 perc€nt responded that to buy utensilVconveniences..

Even though e high proprtion reportd using remittances for household

expenditures, only a small proportion said they could not have made these purchases

withqut this income. This may be b*atrse in the case of necesities srch as'food.

Several said that survival was not an iszue since the family lelf behind still farmed, so

would at least always have food to eat. In thse cases remittances were used for cash

purchases which improved the qudity of life ofthe household.
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Summarily it was found that 62.1 percent of household were

satisfactory/objectives achieved and 37.9 percent of household were not

satisfactory/objectives not achieved

Table 2l Number and Percentages of Sample household by various characteristics

Characteiistic Percent
Who decided to let child go to work

Family head
Wife of family head

The family members decided togetlrer
Reason for using child labor,

Poverty
No work inthe village
To gather life experience

Informa:ion sour@
Close persons

Otlrer persons

Institutions'
Mass meriia

The expenses for going to work (n = 293)
< = 100 Balrt
l0l :300 Bafrt
301 - 500 Baht
501 - 70C Baht
more than 700 Baht

Sending money or goods to'household
Nor'sent.
Sent sometimes
Sent regularly

Used remittances for

furicultural tools and seeds
Utensil s./ conveniences
Food

Diti the chitd continue to work
Yes
No

Satisfaotory for childs'work
Not satisfactory
Suisfacrory

I19
37
137

194
78
2t

t26
lll
0

62

21
97
113
8

54

45
169
89

50
l8
16

2r9

40.6
t2.5
46.9

64.2
26.6
?.2

42.15
36.78

0

21.47

7.1

33.1
38.6
2.8
18.4

r4.85
55.77
29.37

16.5

5.9
5.3

72.3

71.0
29.0

37.9
6z.t

2tt
86

115
188
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CEAPTER V

DISCUSSION

This study can be summarized and the findings disq$sed as follows

5.1. Effects of the economic crisis, search for a way out by the households

and required help ,

There are altogether 12 villages, which have been used in this researc[ spread

over Ivfuang districq Satuek disrict and Prakonchai district (3 village per district), in

u&ich the general condition of the villages is similar. In errery village there are

between 107-150 households. The basic profession is farming Creneral work is the

secondary professioq which is done for consumption in the frmily as well as for sale.

But after the economic oisis began since the end of 1997 many conditions have

changed. The data from 303 village leaders offer an opinion about the effwts on

production assets. It is found that prices have risen, particulaly pesticides. The scond

most changed asp6t is chemical fertilizo, bsarise said production ass€ts for the most

part have 1s [g imported due to the limitcions in scientific and technological progress

of firailand and the policy to float the Thai Baht and the increase in nalue added tax.

These things atl togettrer atrected the production assets of all farmers. Further, the

pollcy to develop economy before that emphasized production for ocport and there,fore

encouraged the frrmerS to plant singte crops for sale. The single crop system relies on

machineq chemical fertilizer and chemical peticides in orderto increase the amounts

of production Thereforg even though the devaluation of the Batrt helped exporters,

but it had nqgative effects on the &rr.rr, t no had to speff more on production assets,Copyright by Mahidol University
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had increasing.debts and less negotiating power. As for the effects on income by the

migratioq it is found that when the economilcrisis was imminent those who had

mieraiai sent less of their income to their families and said that the amount of

money/personlyat sent to the frmilies had decreased as well. These said study results

naturally caused strong effects on a family level, because under the actual conditions

the most partofthe farmer families had decreasing income from the egricultural sector

due to natural limitations. But they had to rely on increased income from outside

agriarlture, which for the most part were obtaind by selling labor of the children of

the farmers themselves in the industrial and service sector in the cities. The effects on

reliance on rsources were that aborr 47.9 peroert were not able to rely on their

souroes due to geographical limitations. The remaining 52.1 percent were stiil able to

rely on mtural food resourcesi wen though they had to use more time and there were

more penons using the same food source, which shows that those who became

unemployed and had to return to the countryside were still able to rely on natural

resurces in the communities to a dqee. On the side of social and traditional assets it

is found that after the economic crisis begrn rmrious relations activities in the

commtinities decreased and there were changs in qch activity. It should U" Or"*A
that the percentage of the changes which dcreased the most falls to entertaining

activities. Other activitis concerning srpport in the communities changed less in

percentage like merit making and reignation from groupVinstitgtions in the

communities in order to incrqse time for making a living. Ihis shows that in the

countr5rside sociery, when the problems ocarnd there was still a system for mutual

help different from that of city society. on the side of living expenses it was found that

after the economic crisis,began there were changes in living qxpenses, in which theCopyright by Mahidol University
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expenses'for food underwent the most changes followed by.e,:cpenses for necessarSr

articles. The economic crisis therefore had the effct that orpense in the families of

farrrers in the countryside increased due to the consrmption of goods tike city sociefy,

which were formerly imoduced in the communities. And the Baht ralue decresed, so

the problems became more swerg particularly those concerning food. In said period it

is found that there were two kinds of price increases, the first kind was attached to the

factory priceg which the factories iacrease4 the ottrer kind concerns the case of food

without prices attached to the products, wtrich enabled the salespersons to deterrrine

the prices themselves. In both cass the frrmers had to deal vrith increased expenses.

At the same time the single crop system for sale did not disperse products, which

causd risk for the products due to problems of nanral dangers and the uncertainty of

the priceq which made income discontinuous. Therefore income was insufficient to

oover orpenses in the families, which led to loans and debts in the following. It was

therefore found thatthe sample farmer frmilies forthe most pa$ became indebted. The

important loan sourcis are commercial banls / agricularal banks followd by loan

epitalists.'Said conditions er/en led to the ge,nerally *.uet"a opinion that usralty

farmers, partiarlarly in Isarn, were indebted for the most part A study of the

secondary debts of the frrmers on a rqgional level found that repalment of the debts

from the income from the qgriculfiml sector was yery difficult, orcept:hro income

from outside the agriarlnral sec'tor were infused. When &e conomic crisis and the

unemployment problem happene( it was found that the ability to r€pay debts

desreasd or pa5nnent appointments were often faited. Sometimes r€palmetrt was

almost not met or could not be done at all. Besides that there are still &srilies

mentioning that the search for loan sources rq.the period after the economic crisisCopyright by Mahidol University
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began was rnuch more difficult or almost impossible. These things natnrally atrected

the life qualrty in the families as well as in the communities.

The required help or *rUfrii from the governmed or involved institutions were

found to be on rank I product pice guarantee, rank 2 arrangement of tocal work

sourc€s, and rank 3 low interest loans, $lpport of the children concerning education

and security for life and proputy. The rwrlts ofsaid requirements for help show that,

when there was disabilrty to resis the various pre$ures in the cities like becoming

unemployed" increased living expenses, etc, refirn to the countryside took place with

the aim hoprng for income in the agrictrlurral setor and it was er?ded to receive

help from involved persons or instinrtiou On the side of the search for a way out from

the problems of the economic crisis it was found that for the most part expenses were

decreased / more was saved followed by having the persons in the family seek

increased income. Said way out poims out that the members of the sample facrilies

tried to adju| m that the frmilies were safe from the economic crisis by using

cooperation and benefits from personat resources inside the families.

. 
tn this study the rsearcher condnctd interviews by asking about information of

the use oi child labor &om conmunity leadem and personi involved with labor

dwelopment. It was'found t?t when the benefits urhich the families and the children

would receive like increased incomg dwelopmem of the children themselves and

beneficial use of tirng were compared with the ocordqg drawbackg it was fognd that

for the most part it was not liked to le the children go to work outside the families by

gtving as main reason lack of ducational opportmitie. Interestingly, a tendency can

be seen of giving importance to &mily problems in 
le.nect 

of tafng care of ramity

memberg partiertarly the elderly, and the children's lack of warmth from the parents.Copyright by Mahidol University
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Besides that they were also wonied thar the children might become cut off from the

.-. 
families by bad friends and might lose their firfrre and not respect and obey their

elders as they were making money themselves.

However, interviews concerning development activities / projects in the villages

to help prevent the children from going out to work outside the area after the economic

oisis bqan it is found that there were no activities / projects of said kind. Besides

that, when interviewed aboutthe role of temples and schools, it was found that schools

played some role in preventing the use of child labor in the form of recommendations,

expanding educational opportunitis and arrangements of loans for education after the

economic crisis began Said data point out that the policies and measures to help

unemployed persons and families did not have the usual effects.

Summarizing the above data it is found that the sample families in this study still

had not receivd appropriate help, which comes from the following related reasoru:

- Information and nerrs about assets or resources of help did not reach the

communities and the frmilies in troublg partiorlady that from the government was

acknowledged only by the community leadem and differd in detail from the received

ner^rs.

- Tenetq conditions and contents of various serrrices were inflexiblg involving

many steps, slow, and unable to rspond to the urgent necessities of those srffering

from the economic crisis.

- There are *ill problems concerning the reeption of opinions and directions to

solve the problems of pople in trrouble of projects and vzrious funds on the level of

conduct as well as lack of real understanding betrnreen rylay persons like the nernr

agricultural project theory, etc.Copyright by Mahidol University
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- In encouraging some choices for the communities, like professional haining in

sewing there are problems concerning time limitations as well as problems in

management and marketing which disabled them to be sources of continuous income.

52. Analysis of Facton Determining the Behavior of Using chin workers

outside the Eousehold During the period of Economic crisis

l) Population factors

. Dependency Ratio is an important index of population stnrcture, because in the

conduct of those households gene,mlly the elders are responsible or the basic labour in

making a living in the households with many workers. Each worker got to work less

and if the arnount of elders is high, it may not be necessary for children to have to

contribute their work pwer. From the snrdy of the sample households an aver4ge of

49.9 percen! which afterthe economic oisis began is higherthan before the conomic

oisis and shows that part of thc households have a very high mte of reliance. In thls

study it was fourd that dependehcy ratio influenc,m directly the behavior of using

child labour ouside the household. Discoveries like this may be made beca,se in the

situation of the households facing the economic crisis percons who once nourished

their households may not be able to play their role completely, which cagses the

persons who once relied on them and are ousid; kbour pou/er, children and youths, to

have to adjust and change their roles and to bcome the hope for the security of the

households. Therefore in considering the economic sittution of the households using

the labour of adults only may not be sufficient and importance should be given to the

number of members actualty able to workCopyright by Mahidol University
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2) Economic factors

Household income is the most important vuiable demonsming the household's

economic position and is a factor determining the proposal to sell labour, which is

important in making the family members ent€r the labor market or to remain in the

labour market in order to conduct productive activities and to search income. That is

the requirement from the use of child labor in economy in order to help increase the

income of the household under pressre by the economic crisis. In this shrdy it was

found that the income of the household compared before and afrer the economic crisis

began were in 67.7 peroent reducd, causing problems in the household. This should

come from the shape of the eoonomic necessitieq nrhich changed in their meaning. In

the past economic necessitis may have meant having insufficiem food per year, but in

the present situation said neccsities mean the requirement of increased income more

than lack in response to various neds in a consumer society, as can be seen &om &e

study res.rlts of Petc,harat Anantawan, who s;tudied the factors influencing the

arrangement of time of child labour in communities arormd Bangkok. It was found that

the income of frmilies influences the working hours of child worters. If the income of

the household increaseq the child workers wilt harre les worting hours @echarat

Anatawan, 1987 : | -2). And the studies ofNipon Puapongsakorn, which summarizes

study results about factors influencing the dcision to enter the labour market and

researched including income in the decision to enter the labour market offered a

similar $mmary. The higher of incomg the less persons (particutady child workers

and women) e,lrter the labor market.

- Household Debt are a variable which should be a conditiol ttr siaration of

the decision of the guardians if it is neoessary to let chililren eme, tne hbour marke!Copyright by Mahidol University
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or not. The amount of debt as a confirmatory of poverty shows that the income of the

household is insufficient for consumptioq which is a necessary condition for errery

work unit in the household to have to use labour beneficialty and fulty in economy in

order to seek income to $pport the househotd or to decrease the obligation of

expenses ofthe family. In this study it nas formd that the debts of the households have

increased after the wonomic crisis began (81.17 percenQ, only 12.83 percent did not

have any debt. This should be because the majority of the sample households had

debts beforg in which the rnajor creditors and loan souroes were agriclltural unions /
agricultural groups. It is to be observed &at after the economic srisis began the mmple

households mention that loans and loan sources were harder to find" which should be

one reason pressuring the households to use child labour, because under the acnral

conditions of condusting life in the counryside at present monetary expenses higher

than before are necessary for consrmption as well as ergenses in invqtments for

produdion The results of this research are in accordance with the shrdy of Suthep

Boonsorn and in accordance with the economic populace theory on the part of basic

thoughts from the model of Leibenstein, which says "the price of children naturally

diffen from child to child. In a frmily with a good economic position inveshents for

children may be very high compared to investmeds for raising children in families

with lower economic status. At the same time the occasions of using child labour of

families with good economic status narurally decrease..

- Ownership and size of land worked by the frmily is held a prop€rty of the

farnily as a production frctor or to conduct a profesion as well as a habitat of the

family members. Therefore the amouut ofpossssed land should bpan indicator ofthe

level and economic status of the family which atrects necessitic or requirements ofCopyright by Mahidol University
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the use of child labour in economy or the family. Or it may be said that the amount of

possessed land is in relation to the changes. On studying the influence of said variable

it was found that there were little changes. This could be explained that the size and

possmsion of land sometimes may not be an indicator of the financial situation of the

fatt ily according to the study rsults of the agriorltural economy office, which

provides information that in the Northeast the majority of farms families have their

own land and more than half possess more than 20 Rai of land (agricultural economy

office 2533 :35). Said data are not in accordance with the data being evidence about

local migration for work ouside the agriorltural sctor of child labor, because

variabls about the size of worked land can be considered in many dimensions

combined with the fact that in the Northeast the quality of worked land is held to be

limited by geographic conditions like it is in Buriram province. From the data gathered

in the field it is found that the farmers face problems because of a drop in production

due to lack of water for agriorlture and in some years they wue not able to sow. The

size and possession of land therefore dos not reflect a true picture of the financial

situation of the families.

- Blucational Elcpenses. Preently the government gives importance to the

development of human resouroes and eve,lr though the objectives and aims of projects

to expand educational opporurnities require to help reduce openses of the parents and

guardians in sending their children for ducation without having to pay in.suppoft of

educatioq for books and the oryenses for various activities are reduce( but in actual

conduct the schools are unable to proceed fully according to the objectives of thb

projects. This concerns the provision of vehicles neoesury for &vel to school,

provision of books, mostly due to budge.tarylimiations. These things are completelyCopyright by Mahidol University
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the obligation of the parents / guardianq which is an increase in prcsure on the family

during the eonomic crisis. said stldy resrlts atrect the behavior to use child labour

during the economic crisis, which is in accordance with the reserch of Natraunrt

Naovryradig who found that after the compulsory part of education the children of
fishermen in Nakorn Srithammarat province for the most part (66.s3 percent) got to

know that their father intended to let them leave school to dend fishery (Nathawut

Naowpradig l9E5 : 69) and the snrdy of usa Duangsq u&o studied measures in

providing education outside the schools to $pport migration of female youths in the

North and found that the majon8 of female youths accepted the opinions and decision

of their parerts to cease studie in order to take up a profession or to go to work in the

cities (Usa Duansa 1990 : 16)

3) Social factors

- The clarity of news is one reason making news about the employment of child

labor crediblg which atrects the family orguardian in the decisiori to send ttre children

into the labor market. This study found that said vzriabte is srbject to changes, in

which the average value ofthe variable was 622 before the economic crisis. The study

results she derive from the diffsence of comoc d the time of the study, in which this

study is uder the conter of the &mily haven received pressure from the economic

crisis, which increased the use ofvzrious resourc$ ofthe families in form of money or

individuals and is a rpduction of the risks from loss of the limited resources of the

family and gave increasd influence to the imporance of clarity ofnews than us,al.

- Work experience in other af,eas. The use of child labor.owside the family

usrally has its roots in the imaglnation and assessmentof rarious conditions receivedCopyright by Mahidol University
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from groups in the sarne family or from groups the family accepts, which are sggn as

reference goups, which cause to follow in the same way, conduct or other activities

and depends on the expwtations, vigw and credibility of their reference groups and

depends on the persuasive strength to act acmrding to the oeectations of the

reference groups. Due to the reason that the experience of the reference group is

favorablg the migration of child labor in the same family is easy more planned. The

results of this shrdy are in accordance with several researcheg which found that the

drcision of the family to use child labor outside the family has for one reason the

following of reference groups like the family head / memberg friends, neighbors or

relatives, like in the research results of sakda Noorung es3o: 95), wanrne

Phoorisinsit (2531 : 163 - 165) and chalcit chomchien (2s4t: 154).

- Importance of informants the study also investlgated sapects of the decision -
making proc6s such as the oristing social net$rorks and sources of informatiorl in

order to exanine the most influential sowoe of information affecting households. It

was found that before the economic crisis household received information from

relatives who worked and com.e home to visit and after economic crisis horrsehotds

received information from neighborq uifto had gone to wort elsewhere.

These findigs indicate that most of the households obtained information through

their own relatives or through neighbors, ratlrer that through government agencies or

mass media. Thereforg to effectively dirct child labours government organization or

mass media should be encouraged to be more involved in providing effwtive sources

of information for houesholds rather than leming them find their oum information

througb personal experience and contacts.
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- Impelling children. In determining the resqrcher startd with finding out the

main reasons of having child labour in Thai sociay from reviewed literature. It was

found that there are various classes of decision such as pushing force due to poverty,

impelling owning to job availablg freedom in making decision and household decision

for working because of following the mass labour force into labour market.

The result show that household head and other member:s of the household made

decision. These are states which household perceive and make use of them by letting

their children participate in labour force. To ansrer the question why household sent

its children to participate in labour force, the researcher belives that there is sourething

force household to make such decision

Literature has identifid two of parental behavior as criticat in socialization of

children @ollins and Thomag r97s :3g). They are paremal power and parentar

nurumnce. The literan[e concerning the consequences in children of nuturance

behavio(i.e., acceptance, $pporf love) from parents or quardians is quite consistent

rvhile the varables of their children and is sometime the late,nt potential of parents to

induce compliance from their child. Thereforg uing power along with nurturance

which is the actual procss of atemping to oomrol children can provide a theoreticat

explanation of compliant behavior in children This thmreticat concept can apply to

ansu'er why children in household have to participate in the labour force while they

are young in the period ti'me of eonomic crisis

4) Psychologyfactors

- The material values of the frmilies. The results of prwious. developments

causd an empt5r space between society in the counryside and society in the cities.Copyright by Mahidol University
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The effects reflecting the behavior of society in the countryside following 

-o'o't 
u*iv,nstd

continuously are the effort to seek professions outside the agricgltural sector and to

seek convenience in objectq which dwelop life and existence to be equal to that of

society in the cities in the free system, which causes that the more development of

industry, trade and service, the more use of child and women labor will take place.

However, the study results foud that the material vdues of the guardians are on a

medium level with an average point value of 30.69 from a possible point range

between 22 atd 42 points. An issre which should be observed it that in the period of

economic orisis the farnilies adjusted concerning material values to a medium level.

While the educational situation was normal the sample families had material values

tendingto higlr-

- Expectations of benefits the famity would receive. From the study renrlts is

found that thE guardians have expectations ofvarious benefits from letting the children

enter the labor market outside a,giculturg which on the average have a tendency to

high with an average point ralue of t22.52&om a possible range of points between 34

urd 214- It is to be observed that the level of elEectation is not different from the

average vaiue of points a$er the economic oisis b"grq which may be beqagse the

families under pressure from the economic crisis had to str,ggle for seo,ity.

53. The behavior of using child labor outside the family during the economic

crisis

On the basis of using 2 July 1997 as the begin of the economic crisiq the number

of children entering the labor market owside the frmily increased from that datg as

can be seen from the data sorting or.[ the groups according to year of studies who left

4 61 ?r5
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the school systeq it is found that the most are children having teft school in the period

after the economic crisis began in the year of studies 1998 (42.3 pacent). The study of

303 sample families on the use of child labor shows that the majority are girls of an

age betrreen 13-18 years, in which the group of 16 year olds is the largest. Said child

workers are mosdy the firs children of the &urily and the large* part gg.l percent,

never had worked whe,lr they still were pupils. This sfirdy rezult shows that girl labor is

still an import labor of the families. This should be because more importance is grven

to boys. Besides, if considered coupled with the characteristics of the work the

children went out to dq il can be seen that there is a relation to gender and age of the

child workers, because the work in industrial production factoria and service work are

favorable for girl workers.

Conside,rations concerning the conditions of entering the labor market should

involve several fastors like issues abou social netwoilg reasons and expectations for

letting children enter the labor marke! etc. This snrdy gives importance to the vieu, of

the families of child workers, vicrws about the children going to worh which

comprises of the ocpwtations aboLt the child. From ashng for the reasons of the

guardians to agree to let the children work outside the frmily in the period after the

economic crisis began by ordoing importance in three levelg namely poverty, no

work in the vi[age and to let the child gather life orperience (@.0,41.9 and 39.9

percent respectively). Said reasons are reasons explaining the short-term goals.

Concerning the persons empowered to the decision it is formd that it was a joint

dwision of the members and was a decision of the family hed at similar percentages

(46.9 and 43.9 percent). It is interesting that the raarch rcults in the period after the

crisis began on said issre point out rhat opinions aboui entering the laborCopyright by Mahidol University
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market outside the qgricultural sector are not a nsw matter for the children and are not

opinions arising only from the guardian. But the children themselves hold the opinion

and are interested to enter the tabor market outside the agrictrlnrral s@tor, too (Suthep

Noonsorn, 2537 :270). Said opinion is not.found in this rqearch. This should be

related to the &ct that the decision tmk place at a different time. The decision to let .

the children go to work or*side the family in the period afterthe monomic crisis began

reflects that the leaden and the members of the families play alarge part, too, which

should be a decision due to important environmental conditions, namely not

continuing studis and staying at homg which is significant in two ways, first,

concerning the obligation of the frmily concerning expenses, because it can be

observed that the role of the children in the agriculural work of the family in the

period after was not big due to changes by placing msls importance on income from

outside the agriorltural sector and the child itself lacks additional persuasive power to

conduct the sarne profession as the parents. Bqide that a nurnber of children still

don't have sufficidnt knowledge to take up frrming which may be because relaying

the methods of frrming to foltowing generations is no1 as strict as formerly and

modern education does not .*pn rir. security in the local community as it should. In

the view of the guardians it starts to look t*e tne profession of a farmer may not be a

way out for later ge,lrerations. The second issre of significance is about not creating

income. The families with children working mostly view the good points in increased

income for the family. An observable point iq that going to work is connected to

having nothing to do at home. A reason on the ner level is to let the children gather

life experience. The guardians hold the opinion that the good point arising from going

to work in the period afterthe economic crisis began an increase iniif" experience as aCopyright by Mahidol University
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neu' part of knowledge for the children under the circumstance oftendencies to change

professions this lets understand why families with children in the countryside have to

rely on cities concerning examination the correcfiress of information they have

received. Sometimes they hotd it is not necessary to do thag which causes

incorretness in the news they receivd like the w4ge rate actuauy received are lower

than the wage rates the families knen, before making the decision to let the children

work outside the family. Said individuals therefore compare to bridges connecting the

benefits of the employer with the employee. However, the conduct of the duty to ake

the children into the labor market maybe handled in the position of relatives or

neighbors'who want to provide help or in the position of obligue labor brokers or in

the position ofwork foremen having sub-contracted work, like in oonstnrction.

The important image causing the family not to reminisce very much about the

children going to work is the income the children send. From the study is found that

not every family which has reeived money from the childreg as may be understood,

. some farnilies only have a part of the income of the children Gocial research institutg

2540 :40). However, a pint to be bbsened from this study, which differs from

former studies, is the emphasis of the sfirdy of the use of child labor outside the family

after the economic crisis began It is found that the majority of child labor send their

income back to the &mily at a higher peroeltage than at normal times (g2.2percent)

by sending it ocesionally not morb than Baht 1,000 per time. Said arnount is

satisfactory to most guardians and they used said money in various kinds, mostly for

expenses for consumption of the &mily fofiowd by payment of debts and only a

small part used it for development oftheir profession
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CHAPTER VI

CONCTUSIONS A}[D RECOMMENDATIONS

The critical condition of the Thai economy started to build up since the l9g7,s

from the fact that the private business sector with support from foreign creditors,

government and domestic financial institutions took additional domestic and forergn

loans for investments in real estate and other businesses quickly, in which it was

unable to acquire returns from those investments in time to pay the debts. This

weakened some banks and many finance companies. At the same time the Thai,s

ability in compettition lessened.

The change in orrency exchange policy from being bound to the money basket

based on the Dollarto tundng the Ba'.h loose on 2luly 1997 resulted in a reduction of

the value of the Bath by 10 %. The government had to ask for condition emergency

loans from the IMF in August l997,by 
laving to adhere to the conditions of the IMF,

which emphasized strictness on freasury finaaces.

Following the conditions of the IMF coupled with orders to hold the activities of

58 finance companies n 1997 cessation of emplo5mrent and dismissal of workers

increased quickly to the highest in the history of nationat industrial development.

Because the economic system had shrunken muc.h, many businesses had to cease their

activitis, which atrected employment projects, changm of worlg decrease of income

and unemployment. Ivlany employers used the opportunity of said crisis to cease

employment of workerg to decrease wages/bonuses, as well as to reduce welfare
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benefits, which workers formerly receivd wittrout transparence or justice. lvlany

worke,rs became suddenly unemployd-

There is a question challenging to be answered : does said economic crisis affect

migration or not? Studies in the gov€rnment and private sector rerreal uqani6qusly

that the first frctor of populace changeg which was affected strongly by the economic

crisis, is migrarion It appeared that labor moved from Bangkok back to their original

areas, the most part of which appear to be populace from ths North - East abotrt

390,000 people, or 65Yo ofthetotal of persons moving back totheir original locationg

which affected the cornrunities at the beginning and at the end of the way as well as

on a macro and a micro level partiarlarly the family of the migrant himself beause

the fact that the family hed / members of the family is suddenly dismissed from work

and has to migrate to his original location without receiving compensation or dserrred

benefits inwitably turns into a serious diffiorlty under the circumstance of rising

living €tpenses as well as the dismissal from work of I person does not mean that only

he himself is T,ffering, but it atrects the income and existance of the family or

relativs living in the.coumyside in the agriarltlal sector, too. Those frmiliq have to

become poorer and mor6 needy, because they are not able to rdy on the income of the

younger who had gone to work in the city. At the same time children may have to

leave school or nay lose their chance to study firther. Mental problem - sfiess on the

relations inside the &mily will probably increase.

However, wen though there were efforts to.srete understanding of the major

outline of the problem, but the question requiring an answer iq how many r€hrning

migrants can the countr5rcide absorb and for how long? Due to the living conditions

and characteristics of the countryside itself there are-limitaions. These laborersCopyright by Mahidol University
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migratd out of their village, because in their original location there were no

profesions creating sufficient incomg therefore they had to move into other areas to

make a living and to send part oftheir income to srpport their fr,ilies.

Therefore this economic crisis has nqative effect on the majority of the

population. But the extent and characteristics of those effects on the various groups of
population may vary. The group which rceived the most neguive effect is the group

of industrial and service workers.

said conditions indicate thag when those persons who used to be important

workers of the family become unemployed or have a decreas; in their ability to

provide income to sustain fte frmily, those who used to rely on them and are beyond

labor like children and adolescents have to {ust their rolq appropriately. That is

because, considering the situation of the family as an open systerl the family

members have to introduce €nergy from the outside to supply the family system in

order to be able to do their work The economic crisis is held to have introduced

tensions from outside the systerl besides other frctors like lack of rooms of the

families in the conntryside egainst rising living standards related to increased

consrmption habfts, which has unavoidable effects on the sihrdion inside the family.

Or in another meaning in order to maintain a balancg the family system has to

perfop an adaptation within the system itself.

This study therefore lf,antsto find an answer to the qustiog under the severity of
the effwt of the economic crisis, which is an important part pushing the frpily head or

the family members to move bt* to their or original location, do said effects create

changes in the role expectation of other &mily memberg particularly adolescent

members, or not? Because in studies it is found that the problern of child workersCopyright by Mahidol University
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outside the family oscurs in fact, in which this problem piles up and is related to a
large number of childreq partiarlarly children in poor and needy families. The

families don't have any other choice in the community. when the problem of survival

of the fanrily rqches a certain porn! the parents and other members in the family will
decide to employ child workers outside the family. The children will have meaning

and duty to the consumption of the fanrily and have economic rralue in providing cash

income forthe survival ofthe family.

Objectives ofthe shrdy

l' To study the effects of the economic crisis on productioq labor migratiorq

relying on resourcs, assets of society and culture and living erpenses for the changes

ofvarious factors ofthe families in Burirum province.

2- To shtdy the changes of familiee in matters of populatioq economic social and

psychology with influence on the use of child workers ortside the famity in Burirum

province.

3. To $udy the goals, reasons and methods of children entuiig the iabor market

and opinions of persons involved in the use of child workers outside the frmily in the

period of economic crisis.

Collection of data was done by interviening the guardians of child

workers and the community readers with a goal of abou 606 sets of daa. A
quetionnaire was developed for use in the interviews. The time referred to'in
re.search is 25 Septernber - 3l odober, lggg. The researcher complete use

SPSS for windows in assimilating and analping data.
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6.1 Condusions

In the sardy of the popuratio4 the househords in the sampre {orp 5 _ 6

members, the average dependency ratio was 0.65 or about I :2 ,the number of child

labor was I to 2- Most of the household heafo are male age between 23 and76 years

or on average 47-0 years. 93.5 percent oompreted onry pratomsuksa 4 (p.4) ; about

.7 
5.2 percett were farmers

This research has investigated the using of child labor outside the

household duing the period of economic crisis, which the highly mobile

population in the rural Norttreasg including factors that influence the using of
child labor. It has also provided detailed information on the livelihood of rural

Norttreasternerg the degree of urpport earnd from outside the home community

and the potedial wlner - abilrty of households dependent on such support.

The research shows &at using child labor is a .ommon strategy for

upplementiog household income. On the basis of using 2 July lggT as the

begn of the economic crisig the number of children entering the labor market

outside the femily increased'from that datg as can be seen from the daa

sourting out the goup according toyqr of studies who left the school systerq

it is found that the most are children having left school in the puiod after the

eonomic crisis b€ao in the year of shrdies l99g (42.3 percent). The data

shows that the majority are guls of an age betrreen 13 - lg yea$, in which

the group of 16 yer olds is the targest. child workers are mostly the first

children of the family and the lugest parq Eg.r p€rcent never had worked

when they still were pupils. This result shows that girl labor, is still an import

labor of the families. This should be because more importance is given toCopyright by Mahidol University
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boys' Besides, the work in industrial production factories and service work are

favorable br grl workers. The type of work that most labor were involved in

was industry 57.g percent- other tlpe of worh in order to importance, were

commerce, agriorlnre and service 62.0 percent of child rabor worked in
Bangkok and vicinity, Ig.g percent worked in Buriram; the rest worked in

other provinces.

Effects of the economic crisrs, search for a way out by the househords

There are altogether 12 Wages, which have been used in this researc[ in

which the geueral condition of the villages is similar. In every village there

are between 107 - 150 households. The basic profession is farming which is

done for consumption in the family as well as for sale. Brtr after the economic

crisis bqgan since the end of 1997 maay conditions have changed. The data

from 303 village leaders offer an opinion about the €trects on production

assets' It is found t}at price have risert particularly pesticides. As for the

effects on income by the'migration, it is fonnd that person had migrated sent

less of their income'to their families and said thd the amount of
money/personlyeu sent to &e frmilies had decreasd as well. It results

naardly caused strrong effects on a family tevel. The effects on reliance on

resources were that abo& 47.9 percetrt were not able to rely on their sources

due to gographical limitations. The remaining were still able to rely oq nafural

food resources, even though they had to use more time. on the side of social

and traditional assets it is found that after the economic crisis* began various

relati.ons activities in the communities decreased and there.were change in eachCopyright by Mahidol University
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activity' The percentage of th9 changes which decreased the most falls to
entertaining aaivities. other activities concerning $pport in the communities

changed less in percentage rike merit making and resignation from groups /
institrtions in the communities in order to increase time for making a living.

on the side of living er(penses it was found ttut there were changes in living

expenses' in urhich the expases for food underwent the most changes followed

by expenses for necessary articles. Which led to loans'and depts. The required

help or welfare from the goveroment or involved instiurtions were found to be

on rank I product price guarantee, rank 2 arrangement of local work sourc*

and rank 3 low interest loanq $rpport of the children concerning education and

security for life and property

Analysis of factors lletermining the Behavior of using child labour outside

the household during the period of economic crisis

The researcher establisbed using child labour orfside the household during

the- period of .economic crisis as. the dependent rariable. Independent variables
:were chosen from four'frctor groups. (populatioa economig social aira

Psychology). It was found that of the 303 sampte householdq 2g3 households

had working children The variables which had influence on the children,s

entey into the labour maket during the period of economic crisis were

economic and psychology variables.
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The goals, reasons and methods of children entering the rabor market

Analysis of various characteristics at households was conducted in order to
find indicators that mighr predict that children coming from a certain tSpe of
household wourd do what king of work, sociar networh reasons and

expectations for letting children enter the labor market. From these 2g3

households using percentages confirmed that the primary force behind . children

entering the work force was poverty. The household member,s opinions did

have a large impact on migration decision - making. The methods to take

children into the labor market maybe handled in the position of relatives or

neighbors who waut to provide help or ia the position of oblique labor brokers

or in the position of work foremen having sub - coffracted wodg like in
construction" The main goal of parents granting their children the permission to

work were provide economic assistance to the household. However a point to
be observed &om this sfirdy, which differs from forms studies, is found that

the majority of child labor send their income back to the household at a higher

percent'8e thaq at normal times. Thq village leadss:and other related officials

shared int tu-. opinio'n that it is difficu'h to stop or preventing the children

from participatrqg in the labor market.

6.2 Recommendation

6'2'l Recommendation for policy concerning the use ofchildlabouroutside

the Household iin the period of economic crisis

l) At the household leve! social welfare concerns have been raised about the

impact of using child labour- Forthe &rm emily, using chitd tabour irovioes badlyCopyright by Mahidol University
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needed incomg as witnessd bythe low levels of income r€ported by respondents. yet

qualitative evidence provides a strong indication that many child labo,rs would prefer

to stay ia their hometown if thqe were sufficient income-generating opportunities.

Rtrral development schemes that would dempt to curb tlre ort flow of child labours

thus must address the need forthis incometo provide forbasic necqsities.

2) one of thg major findings from the shrdy was that many of those who

migrued would prefer to stay home if the y could make sufficient income. For this

reason development efforts shoutd be directed towards allowing rural residents to

make a srstainable livelihood in their home communities. Programs could include

e'xpansion of crop varietie that would provide year - rormd income; social marketing

to aid farmers in garning income from new crops; and expansion of inig*ion facilities.

Thee activities would help farmers to be financially independent.

3) Another srggestion is the etablishment of community - based investment

counseling c€nters in rural areas. Advice about possible business venhres to pursrg

whettrer in the home community or outside, and appropriarc referrals for the training

of new entreprmanrs in business marxagemeff aod technology @nsfer, shouid be

provided. One of these ..m.,rr' major goals should be to increse the production of

value-added commodities in the vilages.

4) An i'nporlant resrlt of the shrdy of the conditions in the decision making

which may not be overlooked is the social networt of the child labour families, which

are relatives or neighbors who-have gone to work before. The family relies on the

social network concerning newq applying for wor! contacting the children after they

have gone to work and rcommenddions about taking care of chitgt who have gone

to work In the present sitration the social and the movement to enter theCopyright by Mahidol University
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labor market are very much related so that it becomes almost the same matter. In

some cas€s it may take the role of the labor provision office. What the child labour

families use as mechanism to constrrrct assuranoe for the children and the going to

work of the children is the group of relative and acguailunces who also have

children working.

The shape of the relations in the brm of a netnrork of relatives takes place

naturally in the communities. But in the campaign and the effort to prwent child labor

problems no thought has as yet been given to that to increase the effwtiveness of said

relations netvvork. Information from the sordy let's one see that communication

between relative andacquaintances atthetime the children areworking in other areas

is an important matter, hause the children did not hope to ask for help from the

official institutions as much as from relatives and friends.

5) The mechanism utilized be the families in the movemeot for the children to go

to work as well as in following up on the children at times problems might ocor is

entirely a mechanism d the ievel of the social relations network It does not apper to

utifize an official mwhanism'or even only officially provided news and information

Not receiving official information may not be a problem in general circumstances, but

for the matter of child labor, for which there should be a method for society or

employers to conduct conectly withthe children Correct and balancid n"* betrreen

benefits and disadvantages are a n@essity for conduct, even in areas where migmtion

has taken place for a loug timg like Buriram. The communitics themselves have not

srfficiently adjusted conoerning thme matters.

6) The community lqders have zufficient knowledge abort child-lalor problems,

but intervention to pr€veff or solve child labor problems is not dctar. firerd should beCopyright by Mahidol University
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an adjustment of the mechanism and of the role of the community leaders in this

matter.

7) The study has found thu generally children entering the labor market is

influenced by the coulmunitieg which can be seen from the period after the economic

crisis. Neighbors have increased importance in advice and conzultations and in the

exchange of news as well as serve as exanple. Therefore it is necessary to adjust the

popularity and attitude of the communitieg too. The communities and involved

institutions have to enter and take up a joint role in the search for various methods to

create potential for the supervision and dwelopment of childreru like an effort to

enroot the children to have love and bindings in their own area by teaching the

children blended agicularg to know how to utilize useful resources of the

communities by preserving their nalug like in case of the teachers of Kalyanmitr,

Nangrong distric! Buriram province, the Tor Fah Mai ladies group Nangrong

districq Buniam province, the self reliant frrurer group of Kokmamuang subdisricq

Pakan districg Buriram province.

8) Another point to.remember are the employus. In the study was found that

children entering the labor market ousiile the frmily did not occur only from the

families. The employers themselves have the objective e *rploy child worker.

Partictrlarly during the economic crisis it was neoessary to reduce production assets to

assure that the business could exist on Therefore child labour was' appropriate

according to that condition while the child workers themselves had experience in

changing work within short periods. A solution to the problem by considering only

the,party offering to sell labor woutd probably not succeed. It is necessary to consider

every involved party, because the problem of using child labor, when supplementedCopyright by Mahidol University
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with human rights matters, becomq a weak point liable to movements for use as a

mea$.[e to Protect the national industrial benefits or those of rmrious merchant g1,ups

to obstruct and to terrrinate special rights in international trade.

6.2.2 Recomrnendation for fuare reearch

As a te,lrdency in the development of children who are Sowing up to become the

adults ofthe future with potential as sociay rquires and beneficial to the development

of children's life quallty, families and communities in the firtrre, this strdy did help to

point out the direction of research related to child/youth labormatters as follows:

l) This research found that some variabls are problematic to measurg which

might cause incorrect analysis in firnre researches. The measring should be defined

or data from other sour@s be used which have ben srrrreyed and compiled

systematically, likethe nariable ofproducts, family living erpenses after the economic

crisis.

2) The study found that the behavior to use child workers outside the family in

the pericid of economic crisis has not been the decision of the children themselves,

.whic.h;poins 
out that it i1 very. neoessarlr to shrdy to psychological effects on child

workers and familiq later.

3) There should be strrdies of other frctors by reedrc,hing more in the shape of

expertise, because sArdiq for undersEnding matters of child labor are a very detailed

matter, they are complex and are not only caused by factors, which the researcher

studied.

4) There should be a shrdy of various limitations of prqjects to ereant educational

opportunitieg which would be beneficial for the search of masures to compensate for

damages on various occasions ofthe families from using child labour.
^f
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5) Relatd to the abovg research is needed on bottr objective and subjective

consequences of using child labour, including economic, 
-social 

and psychological

costs and benefits.

6) Finally, research on child labour needs to have an interdisciplinary focus to

effectively measure and describe all aspects ofthe process.
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Sukanya Sripho Bibliognphy/ I80

BIBLIOGRAPEY

AlJernative Developme,lrt Studies Programme and Burirum Techer College. (19g3).

A srmmary report of the workshop on Child labour from Burirum: A sinration

and solutions. Bangkok Chulalongkorn University Social Resqrch Institute.

Ammar Siamwalla and Orapin Sobchockchai (t99S) Responding to the Thai economic

qisisBangkok Thailand Dwelopment Reearch Institute.

Ammar Siamwalla., et'al. (1991). nuiat fhai Creait. Bangkok: Thailand.

Dwelopment Research Development Institute.

Apichai Puffasffi- (1998). A review of economic crisis:lessons for sustainable

developmem in ASEAI.L Thammasat Economic lourn4 16(3), ?-14.

Anrnsmith Kwanjai. (1998). Thailand in Economic Crisis:Altflultiswtorat Forecasting

simulation (1997-1999) Derived from a CGE Model. Clnrlalongkorn Journal of

Economics, l0(l), 15-28.

- 
Audiq )Gvier. (1992). Relevance ofthe Informal Sector in Thailan4 Journal of Social

Rqearch 15 (2),91-10t.

Becker, G. (1965). Theory of the allocaticin of time, Economic Joura4 75 (g),4g3-

5t7

Browing Mand Bourguignon, F.(199a). Incomeand Outcomes: A stnrctural Model of

Intrahousehold Allocation Journal of pelitical Economy, 102(6), 1062-1096.

Cain, M T. (19s0). The economic activities of children in a village in Bangladeh in

edited by Irans Binsuranger, e al, Rural Household snrdies in Asia pp. 2lg-

. ; 242. Singapore: Singapore University press.

Caldwelt J. c. (19E0). Ivlass education as a determinant of the timing of fertility

decline. Population and Development Rwiew, 6(2); ?ZS-255.Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studiqs, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D. @opulation Education) / l8l

Caldwe[ J. C., et al. (19E5). Education transition in rural Souh India population and

DevelopmentReview, II (l), Zg-52.

Chantana Banpasirichote and Amara Pongsapich- (tggz).Child Workers in tlazardous

Work in Thailand. Bangkok Ctulalongkorn University Social Research

Institute.

chantana Banpasirichote. (tggr). A siutation Amlysis and policy study for

. Bangkok Cbulalongkorn University

Social Research Institrte.

Chulalongkorn University Social Resqrch Instirrte (CUSRI). (1992). A sirration

. Analysis and Policy Study forDisadrrantaged Childre,n, Bangkok

Chuphensri. Wongbhuda (1983). Factom that Cause Rural Thai youth to Choose

gaucation or wo* aner omptetlng orylrlsory m. lvlaster,s thesis

Faculty of Graduate Studieg Chutalongkorn University.

child I^abour Report (1992, october 22-23). prachachartdhurakiq p. oz

Departrnent of Health- Ministry of Public Hqlth- (1g4,). Development of a Model for

and Non-Government Organization Bangkok

Grootaert C and Kanbur, R (1995). Child labour: An economic perspective.

International Labour Review, 134 (2) lg7-203.

Grptq I!["R(1998). Wage daermination of a child Worker: A Theoreical Analysis.

Review of Development Econoqics. (forthcoming)

Ha( G. (19'i0). Patte,rns of rfuse,Uotd kbour-allocation in a Javanese village in

edited by l{ans p. Binmranger, et aI. pp.

188-217. Singapore: Singapore Universitypress. .: '-Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Bibliography I 182

Horrell, S and ltumphrieq J. (1995). The orploitation of little children: Child labor

and the frrnily economy in the industrial revolution- E:rplorations in Economic

Ifistory, 32(4), 485-5 I 6.

Iknoksak lfuewtaep (1992). Thai developmerf from First to Swenth Development

Plan: analysis of strategy in Edited by Chaturong Boonyaratsrntorn Method of

sardying Thai society: Ner*, Deveropment Method pp. gl-10g. Bangkok:

Edison Press Produc.

Kaushih B. (1999). Child Iabon Causg oonsequ€noe and cure with remarks on

International Labor Standsrd. Iournal of ecomic literaturg 3?(4), 109+1099.

Kaushik , B. and Phan. fL V. (1998). The economic of child labor. The American

Economic Reyiew, 88(3), 412426

Khemporn Wirunrapan (1996). A comprehensive Report on the Situation of child

Iabour in Thailand. A reserch report prepared for IPEC/ILO. Bangkok:

Chulalongkorn University Sociat Research In$iarte.

Kitti Limskut and Thaneit Khantiggroon (19g9). Iabour Supply Forecasting: l9g7-

' 1996:'BangkokThaitandDwelopmentResearph.Instit'te.

Kuzuma Snitwongse. (1995). Thailand n 1994 tials of transition. Asian Survey. 35

(2), 198-199.

Moehling C. M (1995). The intrahousehold allocation of resources and the

twentieth century America. *T*, Northwestern university.
':

Mueller, E. (1985). The value and allocation of time in rural Botsunana in eds Dov

Chernichovsky, Robert E.B. [.,ucas, and Era lvfueller. The household Economy

Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Crrad. Studies,lvlahidol Univ. Ed.D. (Population Education) / 183

of Ruml Botsnana: an African case pp.27-69. washingtoq D.c.: The world

Bank

Nag M Benjamiu N W. And Creigtrton, P. (1980). An anthropological approach to

the sfirdy of the eonomic value of children in Java and Nepa[ in ds. by tlans

P. Binswanger, et d. Rtrat Household strdies in Asia pp. z48--zgg.

Singapore: Singapore University prqs.

Nanak Ifthrani. (1998). knpact of economic crisis on employment unemployment

and real income. Bangkok NESDB and ADB.

. (1999) Poverty and inequalrty &mng the economic crisis in Thailand.

Indicators of well-being and policy analysrg 3(l) NESDB.

Napaporn [Iaranon (1992).Learning from the rural area on continuing education after

completing compulsory level. Documens for the Seminar on Reflection from

the Rural Area: Problems and Alte,rnativc to Universal Education. Bangkok:

Srinakarintraviroj University.

Napawan Chongwattana and Chuta tv{anuspaiboon (1991). Concept of Economic and

Bangkok population

Instihrtg Chulalongkorn University.

Nanremon Banjongiit. (1992). Small industrial emerprises: Legal Environment.

Journal of Social Research. t5 (2),92-90.

Nutrawuth Nariwapradi(1985). Deciding to Choose Fisherie as a profession after

ComPletinB C,ompulsory Education: A Shrdy ofFishermert's Childiren Hu Sai

Dis;trict, Naklron Si Thammarat Province. Masteds Theis Faculty of Crraduate

studieq Thammasat Univenity.

Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Bibliography I 184

National Youth Bureau. (1990).

Bangkok Office ofthe prime Minister.

. (1988). prwenuon ana protecuon of Wortong C nmn

children: c.ounry Reports and case snrdies, The second Asian Rqional

conference on child Abuse and Negl@t, &13 February l9gE. Bangkok: office

ofthe Prime Minister.

- (1980. Welfate aod Derelopment of Child Labour in the Ivlarrufacturing

Indusfries. Bangkok Office ofthe prime Minister.

Nawarat. Phlainoi (1986). Retationships between Rural Deve me a

M8ratiou Ph"D. Dissertation Faanlty of Graduate Strdies, Srinakarintravirot

University (Prasanmfu).

Nikorn Praisaenpech" (1968). working conditions of women and child lab

factories in Bangsok-Dhonburi. lvlaster's Thesis, National Institute of

Dwelopment Administmtion.

Nonglak Napasirikunkit. (rggt)Sirrs Iabor pohcy: case study of child l,ab

in Banekok Metropolitar lvlaster's Thsis Factrlty of Graduate Studies

Orathai Ard-arn and KerryRichter. (1989). Child Iabour in Fishing Industies: A Case

' Stndy of Smutsalson Province. Nakornpalom: Instihrte of Population and

Social Reearclr, tvlahidol univer.sity.

Orathai tud-am and Chanya Sethaput. (1994). Child Prostitutiop in Thailand: A

Doanmentary Analysis and Estimation d Number of Child lhostitute.

Nakornpatom: Institute for Population and Social Research, Ivlatridol

University. Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. ofGrad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D. @opulation Education) / 185

Panitnart Iakanakosit. ( 1 993).

ldaster,s Ttesis. Chulalongkorn

University.

Pasuk Phongpaichit. (1998). The poriticar economy of the Thai crisis. rqueakfes
.. AsiapacificEconomy, 4(t), lGl2.

Pasuk Phongpaichit and chris Baker. rhailand's crisis: Neo-Liberal Agenda and local

reaction. 4e),2@g

Petcharat Anantauran (l9gg).

Metropotitan slums. Master's rhesig Faarlty of Economics, churalongkorn

University.

Pedhaar, E. J. (1992) Mutti

Prediction. New york: Hdg Rinehart andWinston

Penkae Prajonpachanuk, ?od Aumduan Sodmanee. (19g7). @
Bangkok Institute of Behavioral

Sciences Research. Srinakarintravirot University.

Peter, B.D. (tggg). A Theoreticar .Anarysis of the Th4i Economic crisis. 
j

g l0(l), l-12.

Pimpan Silapasuwan (1993).

Ph" D. Dissertation. Faarlty of

Pravit Thomyavit. (1994).

workers in sugarcgne and , Rubber prantations. Bangkok: child welfare

Association in Thailand.

Graduate Strdiq lvlahidol University.

Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Bibliography/ 186

Riley, N. E (1997). Crender, Power and Population Change. Population Bulletin" S2(U

246

Rolling B. C. and Darwin L. T. (1975). A theory of parental power and child

compliance, in eds. Ronald E. cromwell and David H. olson power in

Familie pp. 38-60. New York: John 1ililey.

saisuree chutikul and Nisa Xuto. (198o. children in Especiallv Diffian b
Vol.l-2 (Thailand). Bangkok: National youth bureaq Office of the Prime

Minister.

Sakda Nhueroong. (1987). Economic. Social and Cultural Forces Affecting Child

Labor in Maha Sarakham Province. Ivlaster's Thesis Faorlty of Graduate

Studies, Kasetsart University.

Sawalee Achasuwan (1986). Factors Related to Cortinuing School Entering the Labor

Force of Shrdent Finishing the Elemenitary Cuniculum in 1986. Samut Sakhon

Province. Ivlaster's Thesis Faculty of Graduatg Studies, Chulalongkorn

university.

Seri Lelalai (1986). The emplolment of child labor in some industries: A case shrdy

Bangkok metroplis and Samut Prakan provirce, Ramkhasrhaeng University

Journal, ll (4), 13+164.

Silaporn Nakorntarp. (1995). Child labour from educational perspestive A research

report prepared for IPEC/ILO. Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Social

R3search Institute.

Sompob fvtananrngsan (1991). Choices for Thai labdr in the agdculfiml sector in eds.

Pasuk Pongpaichitr and Sangsit Piriyarangun, Ttrai Dynamics: Angle from

Political Etonomig pp.69-98. Bangkok chularongkorn university.Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studies, tvlatridol Univ. Ed.D. (Population Education) / 187

Somsak Kampha (1993). Economic Use of Child Labor by Rural Househotds: Case

Study ofMuang SaIGeo Disrict. ldaster's Thesig Faorlty of graduate studieg

ldahidol Univosity.

Srisarvang. Puarvonglat (1990). Chitd labor in Thailand. Paps preented at the

meeting on First Naional Assembly in Child Developmeng 3G3t Alggst

1990, Nuional Youttr Bureau.

Srausq J and Thomag'D. (1995). Human resources: Empirical Modeling of

household and funily decisions. In Jere Behrman and T N. Srinivasar\ ds-

igg pp. I gg3-2023. Amsterdam: Elsevier.

Sudasiri Wasawong. (1995). Iabour protection law for child labour in lhailand. A

research report prepared fo rIPEC/ILO. Bangkok Chulalongkorn University

Social Research Institute.

Sukanya Nitungkorn, &d Suree Silpipat. (1985). Iabor economic and labor

Relations Bangkok Sukhothaithammathira University.

'sumalee Pitayanon (lgg2).LaborEoonomic. Bangkok Chulalongkorn University.

Sumalee Tunknipon (1983). Irbor Prrti"ip"tioo *d Workiog oiWor.n *d Child io

Rrral Thailand. Ivlaster's Thesis faculty of Graduate Sardie$ Kas*sart

University.

Striya Sathienkijamphai (1993). Success ofRural People Entering ttre Iabor Force in

Province. Bangkok National Institrte of Development Administration.

Suthep boonson (199a). Factors Atrecting the Iabor lvlarket Entrv of Cmlm
Rural Areas of Burirum Province. Ph.D.Dissertatioq frctrlty of Crraduate

Strdiesr ldatridol tfniversity.Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Bibliography/ I88

Thailand. Burirum Community Development Office. (1993). NRD-2C Data Analysis

1992 Burirum Province. Burirum

Thailand. Department of Health, Division of occupational heatttl n.d. Reserch

Reporil Study to Derrelop the Use ofHealth Senices by Child labor. Bangkok

Thailand. Deparment of Labor protection and Welfare. (1990). Mnistry of Interior

Announcement: Determining Work and Work Stmrs in Child labor. Bangkok:

. (n.d.) First labor Social Benefits Development plan 1995-2001.

(1992)Prqent status and Problems of child Labour use. Bangkok.

. (1995) Preventing and solving. The probrem of child lrbor. Bangkok.

Thailand. Mitristry of Iabor and Social Welfare. (1994) The First Iabor and Social

. Bangkok.

Thailand. National Economic and Social Development Boar4 Ifuman Resource

Planning Division (1990). Projection of Thai Population 1980-2015. Bangkok

(19%). Th"il*dr N"tioo.l R.port on poprl"tio, *d D.r.lop..nt Bangkok

Thailand. Nafbnd'Economic and Social Development Boar.d (NESDB). United

Nation Economic Dwelopment Program (t NEDP) ind Inrcrnational labgr

Organization@O) (1990). Seminar Report Ways of Combining population

and Development. Bangkok Division ofHuman Resource Planning NESDB.

Thailand. National Statistical Office and National Education Commission (19%).

.;s 
Bangkok

Thailand. National Youth Bureau. (t9g

in lvlanufacturing. Bangkok.

Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol univ. Ed.D. @opulation Education) / lE9

(1993). Child and Youth Development Plan during the Swenth National

Economic and Social Development Plan 1992-1996. Bangkok: Veterans

Administration Pres.

(1994). Child and Yor*h and Dodopment lndicators in Thailand. Bangkok

Veterans administration Pres.

(n.d). Survey and Study of tocal Area Children Youth Activities

Coordination. Bangkok

fiend4 M. (1979). Economic activity of children in Penr: labour force behavior in

rural and urban contqrfs, Rural Socioloey. 44(2),37U379"

UMCEF. (1997). Children and Their Families in a changing Thai Society. Bangkok:

United Nations Children's Fund office for Thailand.

(1998). Protecting our firturs Investing in children Bangkok United Nations

Children's Fund office for Thailand

White Paper on Incresing National Competitivenss Capacity. (1995) Bangkok:

Office ofthe Prime Minister.

Mchai Thosuwanchinda" (19t5). Child labor in Thailand. Relation'Iabor. 22

(November- Dcember),3246.'

Wichit Rawiwong. (1994). Cooperdion between the Intsnational Labor Organization

and Thailand on Problem of Child labor. In ds. tvfinistry of Iabor and Social

Welfare. 75 Year: Thai Relationship with the International labor Orgnnization

pp. 42-57. Bangkok Sampan Panich Limitd partnership.

Wthayakorn Chienggoon (1990). Social Econ6mic Problems Atrwt Thai Chil&m

and Youth. Bangkok Thammasat .Printing.

Copyright by Mahidol University



Sukanya Sripho Bibliography / 190

Worawan Premsrk. (1991). kl"fioorhp B** W"yr CHI&", En 
"r 

tr" CHld

Labor Market and the Status of Child Iabor Use in the lvlanufacturing Sector:

Foundation for Child Development. I\daster's Thesis, Faanlty of Graduate

Studies, thammasat University.

Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac.of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Ed.D (Population Education) / l9I

Interview For About lhe Behavior of Using Child Lebour outside the household
during &e period of Economic Crisis

Study Case: Buriram Province

Village namG8 ........................r Moo .........r subdistldct, ........o...............
Distric$ ....................., Buriram province

Part I Personal information of the interviewed pcrson and family members

l. Presently there are ...... Members in your family, each ofwhom has the
following aftibutes

Information Interviewed
person

Other persons

I 2 3 4 5 6
1.1 gender

(l) male
(2) female

1.2 position in the family
(l) family head
(2) spouseofthe &mily head

1.3 agc ...... years
1.4 educational situation

(l) education finished
Gpecr& level ... .........)

(2) studying (speciff leve! 
,

I

(3) not yet studying
(4) did not shrdy

1.5 operience in going to work
outside the family before the
economic crisis (2luly 1997)

. (O)rever
(1) yes

1.6 orperience in going to work
outside the family fsl 6s1s than
l5 days continuously afterthe
oonomic crisis (2lvly 1997
until present)

(0) never
(l) yes
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Paft2lnfomation about the economic situation of the family

2. Basic professionofthe &mily head
(0) no work/rmemployd Gpsiry cause)......
(l) farmer
(2) mucham
(3) governmemofficial
(4) general worker
(5) industrialworter
(6) other (please spec$ )......

3. Profession ofthe frmily
(0) no work / unemployed (specifr cau$...
(l) farmer
(2) merchant
(3) governmemofficial
(a) general worker
(5) indusfiialworker
(Q otho (please specig )......

4. In the p€riod before last year (before 1998) your frmily possessed a total of
Rai of land.
Divided into land with title dee4 Nor.sor.3 Kor, or sor.Kor. r ... ... ... Rai
Iand with other privilege doqrments
Iand withod anyprivilege documents

5. Did your family sell any of said land in the period from last year (1998) unt'rl the
present?

(0)no (1)yesGpeci&thesourceorbuyer)... ......... Rai

6. How much averageincome per year does your family have before orpenses?

Rai
Rai

Remark
From the informaion provided in the above table can be zummarized as follows
(l) numberofpersons above 60 yes ofage
(2) numberofpersons betneen 20-59 years of 4ge

...... persons

...... persolls

...... persons

(3) numbu ofpusons above 20 yars of age who once entered the labor market
or.tside the family in the period betwem 2 July 1997 - Present ... ... persons
(4) numberofpersonsbetnreen 13-19 years ofage ... persons
(5) numberofpersons between 13-19 years of4gewho once entered the labour
market outsidethe family in the period betwen Zluly 1997 -Present
persons
(6) nmber ofpersons below 13 years of 4ge .

(7) number ofpersons below 13 years of age who once entered the labor market
outside the familv in the oeriod between 2 Julv 1997 - Present
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" 6.1 AverageincomefromagriculnreBaht... lyan
6.2 Average income from outside agriorlture Baht ... I yeat
6.3 Other average income (like from property, rent etc.) Baht ... ...... I yw

7. From the income in said clause the percentage ofthe entire income is calcul*d
7.1 from agriculnre ......... % IT.2fromoutsideagriorlure .........% I tot"l l00yo
7.3 from other activities ... ... ... o/o )

8. In comparisoq how do you think your frnrily's avemge annual income in the past
year (1998 - 1999) is compared to the average annual income before that puiod
(ree6 - r9e7)?

l) about the same
2) the income before uas better
3) the income before was worse

9. In comparison, how do you think your family's savings income in the past year
(1998 - 1999) are compard to the savings before that periods (1996 - 1997)?

l) about the same
2) the savings before were higher
3) the savings before were less

" 10. How much debt did your &mily have from las year to the present (1998 - 1999)?
0) none (go onto 14)

_ 1) to commercial baoks

3) to the agrianlture union
4) from loans ouside the system (ike loans from relatives, neighborq etc.)
5) pending debts for agriorlaral material ...
6) other debts (speci&) ....:.....

I l. In mmparison, how do you think the loan sources in the past year (199E - 1999)
are compared to ttre loan sources before that puiod (1996 - $9n?

0) aboutthe sasre
l) more difficult but canbe found urfficiertly
2) much more diffianlg so they can almost not or not at all be found

' lz.In comparison, how do you think your debts in the past year (1998 - 1999) are
compared to the debts before that period (196 -lg7)?

l) borrowed morethan usual
2) as uzual
3) borrowed l6ss
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13. Cioing out from the debt situation in said clause, how was the ability of the family
to repaythe debts?

l) as usual
2) less, failed appointments often
3) muld almost not pay or did not pay at dl

la. Summarily, how was the existence ofyour frmily before the economic crisis as
compared to afterthe economic crisis?

l) worse 2) as usual 3) betto than usual

Part 3 Information aboutbehavior using child workers outside the firmily

Direction of the interview:
a- Farnilis with children (present agedleast 13 years, but not older than 19

ryars) going to work outside the family 15 days or more continuously in the period
fromJuly 1997 - September 1999

b. In case many children oftha family go or.rto worh interview abotrt the
puiod and information concerning the first time the youngexrt child went out to work

c. In case the sample family does not have any children going to work outside the
family during that perio( interview for information related to ttre otaest ct ita
Name ofthe child ... Born on ... .:. ...
15. Age(by September 1999) years ......... months
16. Crender (l) male (2) female
17. Is the ......... child ofthe family
18. Educational orpenses forthe child (calarlated from experuies for each item per
year of snrdies)

- clothes, pupil's uniform .about Baht .......
- learning utensils about Baht
-studyurpport .aboutBaht................
- lunch rneal about Baht ...
- transpo'rUtravel about Baht ......

totalBaht

19. I-eft the school s,ystem at the end of school yar
(l) lees (2)tee7 (3) ree6 (4) lees

' 20. Did the child ever go to work odside the'family while still a pupil, or not?(l)never (2)yes

21. ffyes what, where and howoften?
l) ... ...
2)......
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22- After leaving school" when did the child have orperience in going to work outside
the family for periods of more than 15 days continuously?

(1) nwer worked before 2 July t9g7
(2) July- Ocrober 1997
(3) Novembq t997 -Iv1arch 1998
(4) April 1998 - October 1998
(5) November 1998 - tvtrarch 1999
(Q April t999 -present

23- The person, who decided to let this child go to work outside the family
(t) famity head
(2) wife of family head
(3) the child decided him/herself
( ) the family members dcided togerher

24-The decision to let the child go to work outside the family was made for what
reason?

(I) poverty
(2) no work in the village
(3) to gather life experience
(4) work training/apprenticship

25. Where is the province the child went to work?
(l) Bangkok and Vicinity
(2) in Buriram province
(3) other

26. Characteristics/kind ofworkthe child wentto do

!.l) 3ryrculture (like work in the fields, pastures, fishery, etc.)specifi
(2) industry (like constnrciorl production ofgoodq ab specify
(3) commerce (like sellingthings, fooq eE );p*ifi ......_'
(4) service (like house sewant, bsuty saloq .i"l $*m-y

27.How could the child trarrel to the work source(workplace)?
(l) the employer picked it up
(2) the employer took it there
(3) the guardian took it there
(4) went with brother/sisters
(5) was given into relatives, care
(6) a relative picked the child up
(4 the child went with friends
(8) went with acquaintances/neighbors
(9) went by itsel{ because ... :.. -........

28. Did the child go to work in palment of anbld debt?(o)no (l)yes
29-Did you receive the wages forthe chiid in adrance, or not?Copyright by Mahidol University
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(0) no
(l) ye, BaI[ ...

receive from (2) employer
(3) cornmission
(4) other(spsin

30. Y-* an employment coffact made, when the child went to worh or not?(0)no (t)yes

3 l. The €reerules when the child went to work that time were about Baht ... . . . ...

J2, sgnding guls and boys out to worlg urto do you think can send more money to
help the family? :

(0) did northink about it (l) boys (2) erts (3) even

33. trilhen the child went to work that time, did you receive support, or not?
33- 1 Relatives, &ieads, neighbors or acquaintances in the idiUgl (source from the

start)
(0) no help received
(l) help was received, namely (answerthe most importan0

l. travel o(penses
2. loan as ass€t
3. offered orfound work source
4. found accommoddion
5. helped to find work
6. otherGpec$)

13.2 Relatives, tiends, neighbors or acquaintances in the village (source from the
destination)

(0) don't have relativeg friendq neighbors or acqiraintances at the destination
(l) did not receive any help
(2) help wT regve4 namely (answer the most importan0

l. offered free accornmodation
2. shared re,lrted room
3. helped with money
4. helped find work
5. offerd or found wort source
6. other Gpecify) ......

34. Ifthe economic oiri:-n { no] happend do you feel that you would want your
children to go workoutside tle Amilyf

(0) nq because
(l) yes, beause
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35. In case the child had to go work outside the family, do you think the child should
have received mioing and increased knowledgg orootf

(0) no (t) must-train additionally for ...

39r h the period a^fter the economic crisis had happend did the villagers in your
yllagc look a sending children betrreen 13 and ig v*r of age to workogtside the
family as wrong (to be reproved), or not?

(0) not wrong/not to be reproved
(1) wrong/to be reproved
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The questions from 37 - 53 areto be answered separately as to before the rconomic
crisis (1996 - 1997) and afterthe economic crisis happ"n a ltses - present)

37. Did you €ver let other children in the emiiy (white
not older than 13 years) go to work outside tne Amny
for more than 15 days continuously, or not?(0)never (l)yes
if yes, what reults from sending the ctrild to work?
(0) dissatisfactory (l) Sarisfacory / good reults.
38. Did this child ever show an intention to go work
ortside the family, br not?
(0) never (l)yes
if yes, what work did the child want to do, and why

39. Did you ever ..., or not?

- 39.1 orplainthe reasonto letthechildgo work
instead of studying?

(0) never (t)yes
39.2 explain aboutthe benefits the child would

receive from going to work instead ofsudying?
(0) never (t)yes
39.3 scold the child b@use it wanted to keep on

studyrng instead of taking up a profession?
(0) never (l)yes
39.4 tell the child abort erryeriences abou srccess

in going to work of other children in the village?(0)never (l)yes
40. Information sourcs when the child went to work
for the first time

lom_y-hom did yiiu receive information aborr the place
the child we,lrt to work forthefirst time?
(O) did not receive information from anyone
@oonto 48)
(ll) close persons (l) emily members, who goto work

(2) friends ofthe child
(4) reluives, who go to work
(8) neighbor$ who go to work
(tQ friends ofthe guardian
(32) other(spcify)

(12) other percons (1) commissionerin the village
(2) the ernployercontacted me
(4) otherGpeci&)

(13) institutions (l) the labor office
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(14) media (t)newspaper
(2) radio
(4) television
(8) poster, brochurg leflet
(16) other (specify)

4l.By which meaos did the informer noti$ you?
(0) did not receive news before
(l) by letter, telegram
Q)by telephone
(4) sent someone else (speci$)
(8) intended to come by hiiriself
(16) canre on a visit home and told me
(32) rmrned for a festivity and told me
(6a) other Gpecify)
42. How crdible or influential on your decisions is the
informer abort child work?
(l) little (2) medium (3) much

!3. How tnany days did you take for your doision
(before you let or did not let the childgo to work after
having received the neurs)

ia. Bgfore you let or did not let the c,hild go to work at
thattime, about how many places accepting child
workers did you hear (if none record e)
45. From whom did you receive the majonty of nerys
about work sources?
*** use thg same answering code as 40 ***
46. Ir your decision makiug (before you let or did not
let &e child go ro work), did you knowthat
(0) did knorv (t) did noi kn6w
46.1 what kind ofwprkthe child would haveto do
462vhEreto work (area ofthe workplace)
46.3 how much daily wages it would receive
46.4 how many days a week it would work
46.5 how many hours perday it would work
46.6 if there was advance compensation forthe work or
not
46.7 the. employer. would arrange for accommodation
and foo{ ornot
46.8 about howmany workers were dthe workplace
47.To your knowledgg if the child went to worh it
would rgceive Batrt ... I dau.
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Contents l99Gl997 | 1998-oresent

p€rsons, ornot?
(0) did not (l)yes
48.1 neighbors, urho once sent children between 13-19
48.2 neighbors in genual
48.3 people I respect / relatives
48.4 spouse
48.5 otherpersons inthe family
48.6 the child itself
49. Did you at that time feel confident thag if the child
we,nt out to worlg it would really go to work?
(0) not confidetr (t) confidertr (would work for use)
if not confidenq how high would you thing the
possiblity ?
50. Did at that time your family have any debts?
(0) did not (t) did
if any, 6oy high were your d€bts (Baht)
for the mostpartyou were indebted with whom
(l) bank
(2) loan capitalist
(3) mercham
(4) relatives
(5) neighbors
(6) employei

51. Did atthattime any of yourfamily members have
to migrate back due to having been dismissed from

48. Before the decision to let or not let Ore child go to
work at thattimg did you consult with the foltowing

work?
(0) no
52. Did at that time you orother family members go to
work otrtside the family or not

(l) yes(0) no
53. If at that time there would have been work available
in the vilfage do you think the acceptable wage rate
you would have receivedto satis$ you oryour&mily
members and so you would not have to have gone to-
work in other rqgions is at least how rnrch?
WagerateforadultsBatil... perday
WqgerateforchildrenBatrt ... perdav
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Part 4 From to measure popularity

Explanation: In case of &milies, which once let children go work otsside the family
between 2 July 1997 - September 1999, ask about their thought d the time of the
decision to l€t children go to work for the first time before lana if at that period
several children went ott to wort for the first time, emphasire ttre first time of going
or.fito workofthe youngest child) the economic crisis.

As for frrnilies, who never sent any children out to work in that period, ask for
information from the period a$er the economic crisis took place. From theri as in
retrospst about the period before the economic crisis, ifthere are any changes as to
each itenl or not. 

:

Dirtstip4 of interview *How much do you w@with the words ... ... ,,
opinion level Agree Agee Not sure Don't agr@ Don,t w@absolutely at aliAnswerPositive 5 4 3 Z Icode contq(+)

Nqativet2345
contentQ

54. Before you let that chitd go ortr to work for the first timg do you w@with the
as base ofthe behavior. or and hou, much?

Thougtrts as base ofthe behavior Opinion level
Beforethe economic
sisis (1996-1997)

Afterthe economic
crisis (1998-oresent)

54.1 Our goal is to acquire much
money and things and utensils(+)
54.2 Bdsting zufficiently but rvith

love and warrrth in the family has

.more nalue than fossessing much
property and money(-)
54.3'We should praise those

successful in life by trying to make a
living to the most of our abilry to raise
the level of richness(+)
54.4Those who want peace of mind

more than physical pos'sessions
deserve to be praised as oramples(-)
54.5 Families who are able to have

new things and utensils are seen as
modern and esteemed(+)
54.6 tlaving various conveniences is

seen ?s a necessity for the conduct of
life(+)
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Part 5 Intelview form to measure expecfations in the benelits from the use of
child workers oubide the family during the eonomic crisis

E rplanation: This part ofthe irerview from contains questions about the importance
or necessity of the various benefits from the use of child workers owside thefamily
(U) and the opportunities the child or the frmily will benefit from in that matter
acco{ing to ttre knowledge of the guardian (SP). As for the qustioning method the
principle of part 4 are to be use4 which emphasize ttre opinions d*inE the periodbeforethedecisioa ' ,
Direction of interview: Ask for prior strvey, if in the considerations forthe decision
to let or not let the child go vrork outside tbe &mily the guardian did consider virious
maffers as defined in the questions below, or not from there then ask their opinions in
each case as follou,s:

Case I: ' Interview forthe importance of the benefits, which may be received
(u)

't{ow imporrant (or neccsary) do thinli it is to rer the chitd ... ... ...
during the economic crisis?'
opinion Most very Mdium I*ss l\fuch less Not
.level important important important imporant important importantAnsrers432lO
code

Case 2: Interview about opportunitieg which would be hefited from (Sp)
"@efur9 letting the child go out to work for the first time) *o you

II:-or no! thar, if you let &e child go outto work during the conopic crisis, the
child would ...... ? If not, howmuch actual opponroitytf,ere would be?.opinion Most very Medium -tqs 

lfuch less Not
.level important important important important important importantAnswer543ZlO
code

Thoughts as base ofthe behavior Qpinion level
Beforethe oonomic
crisis (l99G1-99n

After the economic
crisis (1998-oresent)

54.7 Dressing in expensive clothe
and jewelry grves stafi,rs and
acceptance in society(+)
54.8 tlaving enough moneyto spe,lrd

without need is seeo as the best lif{+)
54.9 We should seek ways to acquire

possessions and money, which gives
access to otherthings we wish for,
which is seen as tme happiness(+)
54.10 tlaring good neighbors, friends
and relatives is naturally betterthan
havine much monev(-)
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55. In the dcision to let or not let th9 child go to work outside the family, how
important do you think the benefrtg q&ich may b€ received hencefortb ,r" -d ho*
much opportunity the chitd or the frmily will have to benefit from work dnring the
ecoaomiccrisis?

Decription ofbenefits
Level of importance/opporonity to
be receivd
Beforethe
econornic crisis

After the
economic crisis

I )5.1 U : own income

I sa : own income

| 55.2 U : iacome to supportthe ftmily
I SP : income to supporr the family

| 55.3 U : practice of responsibility for oneself

I SP : practiceofresponsibilrfy foroneself

| 55.4 U : to learnwork mettrods/tmin exputise

I SP : to leaqn work mahoddtrain exTertise

I 55.5 U: practicepatience against amcUtie
I SP : practice paience agpinst difficulties
| 55.6 U : to have a direction for a profession in the
I nun"
I Sp : to have a direction for a profession in the
I future

55.7 V: to gain more life orperience
SP : to gain more life ocperience

55.8 U : to be able to raise the economic sinraion
and existence ofthe &mily to be comparable to
others

SP : to be able to raise the economic situation
and existence ofthe fa-ily to be comparable to
others
55.9 U: to receive praise and admimtion fromthe

people in the original location
SP : to receive praise and admiration from the

peoplb in the originat location
55.10 U: to increasethe opportunityto have rights
and power within the family

SP : to increase the opporarnityto have rights
and power within the family
55.11 U : to leam mettrods of conecting problems
ocarring in life

SP : to lern methods of conecting problems
ocanning in life
55.12 U : to seek work sources for other ftmily
members

SP : to see-k work sources for other family
members Copyright by Mahidol University
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Part 0 Results from the lirst time of the child entering thelehr market (only ask
families with children going to work)

56. In truth, that first time the child went to worlg it received uqg6 ofBaht
per day

57. Did the child send or save money that fir$ time going to qrurt, or not?
(0) did aot send/save
(1 ) sent or saved occasionally, about Baht ... . .. ... p€r instanoe
(2) s€ffi or saved uronthly, about Batrt ......... per mooth

5E. For what purpse did you mostly use the mon€y received ftom the child's work?
(l)to paydebts i

(2) to buy agnorltural tmls and seeds
(3) fertilizer and pesticides
(4) to buy utensildconveniences
(5) to buy clothes
(6) to buy food
(4 other(sp€ci&')

59. From going to work that time, did the child continue to work until today, or not?(l)yes (2)no

60. Summarily, do you think 6. results from that first time ofthe child going to work
were satisfactory or not (according to the objectives or not) ,

(0) not satisfactory
( I ) satisfactory/obj ectives achieved
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Interview Form For Community Leaders In The Research About The Behavior
of Using Chitd Labour ou6ide the household during the period of Economic

Crisis Study Case: Buriram Province

," Village namG3 .................o......r Moo ........., subdistrict, .............t..........
Districtr .....................r Burimm province ..................

Part 1 personal details of the interviewed person

l.l Present position or situation
(l) village head
(2) assi*ant village head
(3) district headsman
(4) assistant district headsrnan
(5) teacher
(Q monk

1.2 Gender
(l) male (2) femate

1.3 Age years

1.4 Ifighest finished education level
(l) Primary school (2) Secondary school first part or comparable
(3) Seondary schoolfinal part orPor. Wor.Chor. or comparable .
(4) Por.Wor.Chor.,diploma or comparable
(5) Bachelor
(Q highertham bachelor

1.5 Resident in the village for .. . ... ... ... y"rrt

Part2General state of the viltage

2. 1 Your viltage has according to the family register .. . families
From that amourit there are &milie actnally residing

z.zwhat profession have the majority ofthe irlhabitaffs of your village?
followed by the following profasions:

2.3 The farming ofthe majority of theviltagers is done for
(l) consumption by self
(2) sale for cash money
(3) for bottr, oonsumption and sale
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Par 3 Information and opinions about effects and changes of the communit5r due
to the economic crisis

3.1 Productioncapital
Expense of production capital (price per uit times the amount used per annum)

3.2labour migration
income &om the sale of labor in the cities

Production &ctors Before (Bath)
1996-t997

After (Battr)
1998 -1999

Change (%)

t. fertilizer
2. insecticide
3. peticids
4. plowing and sowing wages
5. Iabor wages
6. sed price
7. other (please speci&)

Period
Income from
hir" per person
per ailnrm

Sent regularly
(w

Sent sometimes
(%)

Not sent

1996- t997 t

1998 - 1999
Chanees (%)

3.3 Relying on resource basis
Proq'rrement of food from natural sour@s in the community, like water mimosa :

along canals, drasladoog fences; fishes in canids

Issue Chanees(%)
l. Relying on nanrral food reourcs
l.l nq because ...............
1.2 yes (please speci$)

?.D*ing the economic crisis the abilityto rely on resour@s'was
2.1 as usual
2.2 decreased because more people competed over them
2.3 decreased because moretime had tole spent at work
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3.4 capital of society and tradition

3.5 Living expenss
Living expenses of the familieVmonth

Issue Decrease (7o) As usual (%)
l. msit-making at temples/giving food to monks
2. quantity and quality ofthe donated food
3. joint merit-making (ikegiving robesto
pricts/leaving offerings for priets)
4. holding ofcommuuity festivities (ike New
Year festivals, Songlaan Day, etc.)
5. upport of activities in the communiry (ike
weddings, funemls, entering priesthood, etc.)
6. resignation from groups. Facilities inthe
community to increase time spent on making a
living

Expenses (&mily/momtr) Before(Bath)
t996 - t997

After(Bath)
1998 - 1999

Changes (%)

l. expenses for food
2. expensa for basic necessities
3. travel ftres to sellbuy goods
4. ocpensa forraising children
5. expenses for ducation
6. public utilities (elecuiciry)
7. expenses for clothes
8. health expenses
9. other (please specig)

Total
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3.6 debt sinration ofthe community

3.7 What help or welfare arrangements do you want from the govunment or related
facilities? (please rnention in order of importance I - 3) .
l) low interest loans or withotrt interest for conduct of profasions
2) protection of product prices
3) educational help and u,elfare for children
4) help/welfare concerning health treatment
5) provision of work places

!) arran-sgment of professional.trainihg/appropriate increse of knowledge
7) provision of local work sotrces
8) help by sending to work abroad
9) inirease of safety in life and property
10) otha (please specify) ...

Issue Percent (7o)
l. numberoffamilies
1.1 havingdebts
1.2 without debts
2. loan sources
2.1 loan capitalists
2.2 pavn shops in the village
2.3 neighbors
2.4 relatives
2.5 commercial baokVagricultural banks
2.6 unionVsavings groups
2.7 other (please spgci$ ...
3. ability to pay debts
3.1 can pay as usual
3.2 canpayless, misses appointments often
3.3 can almoqt not payldoes not pay at all
4. search for loan sourcc
4.1 asusual
4.2 more difficul! but nrfficient
4.3 much more difficulq can almost not be found
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3.8 Search for ways out ofthe problems ofthe economic crisis

Part 4 Information about the use of child workers

4.1 How do you feel about letting children go to work outside the family (like or
dislike and reasons)

4.zWhat positive and negative effects do you think the work migration of children
has?

Positiveeffects 
):..........:....:..::..:.....:.:...:......::::..:..:::.::::.::..::.::..:::
3......
4.......

Negative effects l. .....
2. ....
3. ... .

4.....

4.3 Were there any development activitieVprojects to prevent children from traveling
to work outside the local area in your village after the economic crisis occurred, or
not?

(0) no (go on to 4.5) (l) yes (ptease specig)

Methods to find a way out Yes (percentage of
families)

No (percentage of
families)

l. decreased expenses / increased
saving
2. let the peple in the family seek
additional income by ... ..

3. let the children go to work outside
the community
4. open small shops (please speciff)

5. gambling like lofferry, etc.

6. use of drugs to reduce stress (please
soecifu)
7. other methods (please speci$)

Total
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4.4 How much could said activitieVprojwts help prevent children from migrating to
work and for what reasons?

4.5 Did private organizations orgov€rnment facilities arange special projects about
the use ofchild workers in your village after the economic qisis occr.rred, or no! and
how?

4.6 Do you think that'temple and schools'will play a part in subduing or preventing
the useofchild workerq orno! and how?
Temples: ......
Schools:......

4.7 Other opinions (ifany) about measures to prevent the use of child workers during
the economic crisis

End of interview
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