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‘ABSTRACT

The study on * Life ‘and Works of Saman Kanchanaphalin (1922 -present), a
great music composor and performer of the nation , was carried out with special attention on
the influences 6f the western musical culture upon his compositions, which are in the style of
Pleng Thai Sakol (Thai Pop Music of the Western Style)

Collection of data were done from interviewing the artist himself and several
music artists who had worked closely with him, plus iniormatior;s from several books ,.
orinted matters and records related to the work and life of this musician. Analysis of his
works,and resuits from interviews found that, Saman is. a very fine and intelligent artist who
owned lot of knowledge as well as skills in Thai traditional and Thai classical music which
he lsarned and practice with his father and brother at home, when he was young till the age
of 18 years old.

Durmg the age of 18-30, he practiced western music both at the national
orchestra of the fine arts department and ;omed with several.musm bands at night time .
piaying the popular western music at severai bars and night clubs in Bangkok area. Saman
was a very famous trumbet and xylcphore piayer for both the classical band and as iveil as

jazz band. He started to compose Thai pop songs in the year 1854



During his young life {1940-19570) ,the political and social situations under
the command of Field Marshall Pibul Songkram which Iéd to the “westernization” of
Thailand. This situation had induced Saman to become full time western musician both in the
capacity of government official and a free lance musician, he became the leader of the
popular music band , later he owned a pop band “ Kamchanasilapa” in the year 1854
that forced him to compose more Thai pop songs. For over 40 years,Saman finally
composed, and made musical arrangements of more than 2000 pieces and became an
outstanding composor of the nation. His songs were well love by listeners and thousand of
them were recorded on discs, films, tapes and many songs were well used in the national
ceremonies throughout the nation.

| The evolution of song writing of Saman has changed significantly according to
the concept of acculturation and forms.The evolution of his styles can be summarised as
follows:

1. The first périod (1944-1949) : Writing of Thai pop songs in western
idioms, with little success.

2. The second period (1950- 1962) : Writing of Thai pop songs with the
introduction of improvisations into Thai melodies. He began to use some basic melcdies from
Thai traditional songs in his new compositions.Many of his songs started to be werll accepted
by the audiences.

3. The third period (1860 - present) : Writing of Thai pop songs with
distinct evidence of acculturation of Thai and western cultures. Saman used his knowledge
skills ,wisdom and adaptation techniques in his new Thai pop songs with great success.

Saman has been one of the few who has become highly successtul both as a
musician and a composer.whose works has been accepted and popularised for halt a century
as followed: .

1. His being one of the finest trumpeter whose works include
solo and orchestral works, and aiso one of the finest xylophonist,His trumpet and xylophcne
albums are stiil extant.

2. His being a versatile and a popular composer. His works

include patriotic songs,pomp and circumstance songs ,children "songs,religious promotion



songs, advertisement spots,schaol and institution songs,incidental music to motion picture
and television, and period songs. '

3. His being competent in arranging and orchestration. His
works include Sankeet Prayukt , and vocal music.

4. His being chosen as an instructor for the Princess Sirintorn
Maha Chakri in trumpet and xylophone.

5. His being receipient of several awards such as The Golden
Record Award (3 Times). The golden Antenna. The highest Award being " Music Laureate”
in the field of Performance Art of Thai popular Song in 2531.

Saman’s compositions can be classified into 12 categories of

which researchs should be carried out at several areas in future.

.
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