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ABSTRACT

The:~objective of this study is to analyze the role and
status of fklong—luang—lanna, the traditional big drum of the
Northern région of Thailand - and also to describe its evolution
regarding thie form or structure and the acoustic system. This thesis
will explain in detail how the drum creates_ sound acoustically.
The study is concerned aboﬁt the drum and the people in two
provinces of the North: Chiangmai and Lamphoon. In'collecting data
presented in this thesis we used the ethnological methdd, éspecially

the technic -of observation and interview.



The result of the research shows that klong luang ' has an
important role in the way of life of one ethnic group in the
province of Lamphoon: 'the Yong people. As we can see from the
evolution of klong luang since ancient times, the Yong people ha&e a
leading role in developping this kind of drum. Even today they keep
this role in making drums by especially developping klong luang.
Klong luang are being produced .mainly in Yong villages and the
most famous one is Wat Suwanwihaan in the district of Paa Sang,
Lamphoon Province.

There are three main periods of time in which the form of
klong luang evolved: the olden times (about 1802 - 1884). Nan
Luang's period (about 1885 ~ 1952) and the present time (from
1953 - )

Today villagers prefer klong luang with a dimension of about
130 - 135 inches in height of the body and 26 - 28 inches in
diameter of the head. We can find even some bigger ones.

The sound of this drum is composed of siang naa (fundamental
sound) and siang luk plai (overtone).

The klong luang in each period of time varies according to
the preference of the people. For example the klong luang of the
olden days gives the echo sound which lasts for such a long time.

During the Naan Luang time they developped the interior
structure of the drum vwhich produces ;iang luk plai two times. But

-nowadays the villagers prefer klong luang with a very loud sound

~and which gives an overtone shorter than befor.



The sound quality of this iﬁstrument depends on both each
part of the drum (interior and exterior) as well as the playver.
This means that the player should learn_;he technic of playing and
at the same time control the force of his beating and his position.

Although the klong luang over the times has been changed in
form and structure it still keeps its role in the vay of iife of the
Yong _and Lanna people. We have found the klong luang as a
means of communication, as well as a musical instrument.

As a musical instrument it is always'used together with
other instruments in the Northern .Thai traditional orchestra,
accompanying the dancers groups or the musical parade in the
.villages' fairs.

The drum can also be used as an offering to the Lord
Buddha. So klong luang can be considered as a "link" or "center"
between the village and the Wat or between yillagers and monks. All
activities concerning the klong luang such as making, playing,
keeping etc. need close relationship between village and Wat.

Recently there is also the "Competition of klong luang
lanna". So the winning drum is a symbol of honour or respect
for its respective village. We can say that the Kklong luvang is one
‘of thevidentical Northern Thai musical-instruments.

We assume that the Klong luang will remain in its present
dimension for some time and will be changed to a smaller size,
because we cannot find such big trees any longer. The best wood for
making klong luang is pradu daeng (Phyllocarpus Septentrionalis

Donn. Smith) and needs permisson forcutting.



Eventhough dimension and sound changes, the klong luang
still shows its typical characteristic which should be regarded as

the heritage of Yoﬁg and Lanna culture.
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