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Thes i s Title Des i red Fami 1y Si ze Case Study

of l.{omen Who Gave Birth in 1991

at the Institute for protection

of Mother and Newborn in Hanoi,

V i etnam .
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ABSTRACT

Desired family size and ideai fam.iiy size were

examined by using a sample of goo married women who

came to the Institute for protection Mother and Newborn

in Hanoi, Vietnam for gynecology treatment and de.l .ivery

i n November 199'l . Des.i red fami l y si ze lras measured on

the basis of the number of children a women urants to
have duri ng her 'l .i f e. f deal fami 1y si ze .i s a woman's

opinion on an appropriate fami ly s.ize for a married
couple, Factors affecting both desired and .ideal fam.i1y
size were arialyzed which inc'l ude ag€r res.idence,
education, occupation, women, of marr.iage and number of
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Deg ree
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'l iving chi ldren. The result ind.i cated that o.lder women

desired larger family size than those in younger ag€:

Women who Iived in urban areas had smal ier fami 1y s.ize

than women who Iived in rural areas. Women w.ith higher
education had a smal ier fami1y size than those w.ith

lower education attainment. In addition, women with
longer durat'ion of marr.iage desi red more chi.ldren than
those who had shorter duration of marriage

^
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CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

1.l INTRODUCT10N

Vietnam is the l?th largest population country
'in the world. The popu'lation has increased rapidly
over the past 50 years. In 1936 the population was lg
mi I Iion and increased to over SO mi I I ion during the
1954-.l960 period (1960 Census). Furthermore, the 1979

census for Vietnam showed that the population had

grown to 53 mi11ion, and ten years later, 1999,

increased to 64 miI'lion, Therefore, within the last
ten years the population growth rate was 2. 1g

percent. If the population growth rate remains at
2.15 percent a year, the total population by 2OO5

will be nearly tOO mill.ion . This growth pose a big
problem for a smal l country such, as Vietnam.

A majority of Vietnamese reside in rural
areas ( 81 percent, according to the l9g9 Census )

and the average population dens.ity of the areas
js 192 person per square ki lometer. The distribution
of population is very important because it .indicates

future fertility rate in V.ietnam. In general, rural
peop1e always wish th6y had large fami 1y size, which

cause high population growth rate.
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The governm€nt has for a long time recognized

that rapid growth of the popujation hampers social and

economic development. Therefore, fami'ly plann.ing was

introduced as early as 1960. The government has

supported policies of family planning programs helping
everybody access contraceptive methods and control
the number of chi ldren they have. As a result, the
total fertility rate has fal len rapidly. Dur.ing the

decade of 1969-1979 the tota] fertility rate went down

from six to five chi ldren per woman, During 1979-1989

the tota'l ferti'] ity rate decreased from five to around

four chi ldren per woman. Although the fertility rate
was reduced in the past decade, Vietnam 's population

continues to increase. From 1989 to mid 1990 the number

of population increased by 2.6 mi.'l l ion (ESCAP

popu lation sheet 1990) .

In Vietnam fami1y planning services are

provided by the government and are free of
charge. The government tries to encourage policies
concerning population and tries to achieve the goa'l

of its population pol icy by putting up the fol lowing

slogans :

"Each couple should have only one or two children"
"A gir'l Bhould get married after the age of Z?"

"A mother should have five years spacing between

two bi rths.

ヽ
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"Delay of the first birth of woman after marriage

reduces popuiation growth rate" ( pham Song, iggg).
The Ministry of Health prov.ides contraceptive

methods for all people in the reproductive age for
the whole country. The contracept.i ve rate now .is

about 50 percent; however, less than 40 percent use

a modern method (1988 DHS). The most popu lar method

is IUD fol lowed by condoms, withdrawal , abortion
and menstrual regulation. Most vJomen who know a

specific method, could also mention a source where

the method could be found or how to use it. The lgg8

DHS noticed that some methods arE wel l known among

women in thg reproductive age. About 90 percent of
women know at least one method. However, the
contraceptive prevalance rate is increasing very

slowly for methods such as vasectomy, female

eteri l ization, pi l1 and inject.ion. This affects
fertility.

The DHS indicated that one of the reasons for
increased population is the ferti I.i ty behavior of
Vietnamese, especially those in rural areas. Coup'les

vJho I ive in rural areas always w.ish to have 'large

number of chi ldren and at 'least one son. For

example: a 1990 investigation by the Institute for
Social-Science noticed that when women in some

provinces were asked how many chi ldren they wanted?

ヘ
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Fifty-two percent uranted three chi ldren and wanted

to have at least one son. A son in a V.ietnamese fam.i iy
is very important, and some couples cont.inue their
ferti l ity unti l they have a son (Doan kim Thang,

1985). OLsired family size becomes very complicated

in the context of Vietnamese society. It may affect
contraceptive use and ferti f ity behav.ior, Examin.ing

desi red fami ly size and factors affecting, it may

contribute to understanding the reasons for V.ietnam ,s

continued high population growth rate.

.I .2 PROBLE}4 DEFINITION AND JUSTIFICATIoI.I

As stated earlier, the Vietnamese fam.i 1y planning

started in 1960, and although the government tries to
control the rapid population growth , the tota'l
ferti tity rate is sti l'l high at 3.9 and the population
growth rate is 2.18 (estimate of ESCAP 1990) One of the

factors which affects increased population may be

desired fami'ly size. This study tries to
understand the factors affecting desired . fam.i 1y s.i ze

amor'g married women, who came to IPMN for del ivery
duri ng 1991.

V'ietnamese society has strong sexual
preferences and large family size , espec.ial 1y in
the rural. areaa. The i dea l f ami 'l y s.i ze and actual
number of chi ldren of these women wi l I be explored.

ヘ
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Desi red fami1y size of marr.ied women relates
d i rect1y to the issues of popu Iation growth and

socio-economic development. If des.ired fam.i 1y size
of a woman is substantial ly smal ler than actual
fertility , it may be used to just.ify the need for
expanded fami ly planning program to help women

achieve 'thei r own ferti lity aspi rations. If the
desi red fami 1y size is larger than number of
living chi ldren, women have to achieve the country ,s

ferti l ity goals, intervention strategies to change

desired fami ly size should be considered.

1.3 OBJECTIVES

a. To estimate desired family size and ideal
fam i 1y size.

To exam'ine factors affecting desired fami ly
size and ideal fami ly size of married women.

To examine whether thEre is a difference
between desired and actual fami 1y size,

b.

C.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter is a review of desired fami 1y size
and the' factors affecting desired family size of
married women such as age ,duration of marriage,

residence, education, occupation, and sexua'l

preference.
.

2.1 DESIREO FAI.IILY SIZE AND IDEAL FAilILy SIZE

Several studies done in the United States have

considered in detail both conceptual and emp.i rical
differences between the ideal and desired number of
children (Cambell and Paterson 1966, Ryder and Westoff,
1969). Some authors argue that the desired number oi
chi ldren is the actual number of living chi ldren put

with the . respondent's addit.ional children wanted ; the
total number gives a good surrogate measure of current
fami'ly size (Kamnuansilpa and Chamratr i th i rong 1982).

In fact, desired family size is different from country
to country, and even within the same country, for
example in Thai land the average family s.i ze in the
south is 2.8 chi ldren while it is 2.2 chi ldren in the
north (Chamratrithirong, 1989). In some developed

countries the proportion of women with two children
who wanted no more chi]dren was gO percent according to

ハ
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a 1977 survey in Czechoslovakia, and g6 percent in a

1977 survey in Hungary (Robert E. I9B2).

Ideal family size is measured by demand for
chi ldren in a hypothetical situation. . Women were

asked ti*o kinds of questions: "If you are able to
choose exact number of chi ldren to have in your

whole 1ife, how many chi ldren would that be ? "or
"Suppose you just married and were able to specify the

number of chi ldren you wanted to have, how many

chi ldren would you I ike to have ?".The average of
ideal fami1y size in Thai land is about three ch.i ldren
'in both rural and urban areas ( Thongthai, 1996 ). In
Nepal , Kaki (1988) found that the average of ideal
fami ty size is three chi'ldren with at ]east one

son.

2.2 FACTORS AFFECTING DESIRED FAi.tILY SIZE

2.2.1 Age of women

The research literature general iy indicates that
the total number of living chi ldren women desire is
related to their age. Kanjanapan (199S) showed that
the average desi red fami 1y size gradual 1y rises with
increas ing age of u,omen. Her study in Chiengrai and

Roi Et provinces in Thai'land noted that the average

desi red family size of women between 25-29 years is
three and between 40-44 is four chi ldren. These result

^
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demonstrate that the family size for older women .is

larger than those at a younger age. Knodel (

1973) found that the average number of chi ldren

desi red increases steadi ly with the age of women.

Stuijied attitudes toward family size in some East

European countries,. Frenkel (1926) showed that the
majority of women in Czescholovakia, Hungary and

Poland expect a smal I fami ly size of one or two

chi1dren, but the expectation changes according to
age group. For example, in Hungary the expectat.ion of
women with two chi ldren in the ZO-24 age group was

64,8 percent .while for the 40-44 age group it was

21 .g percent. The expectation of women aged ZO- 24

with three children was 10.6 percent and for age

group 40-44, 34.3 percent. The above mentioned

resu lts indicate that the desired fami ty size of
older women is larger than that of younger women.

2.2.2 Durati on of marriage

Some studies investigated the duration of
marriage of women. Chang, et. al ( 198i ) noticed

that the proportion of women who wanted no more

children occured after ten years of marr.iage. In fact,
most of them already had the number of chi ldren they
desi red. On the other hand, women with longer marr.iage

duration, general ly desired larger fam.i 1y size

I
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than those who were married for short t.ime

Havi ng stud ied f ami I y si ze .i n Taiwan

during the .l961-1976 period, Sun (1978) indicated
that marriage duration affects the number of ch.i ldren
desired.' The resu lts of his survey show different
marriage duration for each group of women, For

example, the average desired fami'l y size of women who

had been married for 'less than five years was 2.6 ;

of women who had five to nine years of marr.ieage, 3.i
while for women who had been married for over ten
years the fami'ly size was 3.3. The data shows

larger fami 1y size for women who had Ionger

marriage duration than those who had a shorter
marriage durati on.

2.2.3 Residenc€ ,

Many res€archers studying the affect of social
setting on desired family size found that couples
'I iving i.n countries with better soc.i o-econom.ic

ionditions are more 1ikely to be motivated to regulate
the number of chi.ldren than couples i.iving in poor

countries (Lapharan Mauldin t9g4-198S). Furthermore,

within the same country there are differences between

rural and urban areas on family size. Kanjanapan

(1985) found that the fami ly size among rural women

was higher than that of urban women, Similar to other

ヽ
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^ countries in Asia, Khuat thu Hong (198S) noted that
rural women desi re a larger fami iy size than urban

women in V i etnam.

2.2.4 lloren 's education

In developing countries; the spread of compulsory

education brought changes in attitudes towards smal'l

fami 1y size. Carol E. ( 1982) argues that the school

system disrupts the traditional fam.i 1y economic

structure, which supported large fami lies. In general ,

the relationship between women's education and

des'ired family size is negative ; women with higher
educationa'l attainment have smal ler fami I ies than

those with lower education. The relationship was

demonstrated in urban Nigeria by Oni ( 1985). The

resu'lts indicate that parents who had hiSh

education could earn higher income through better
emp'loyment. High income ,nay also lead to a demand for
higher "quality" chi ldren rather than "quant.ity" ;

parents. reduce their dEsi re for more ch.i ldren.
Cho ( 1978) used the Wor'ld Ferti I ity Survey

(WFS) to determine the differential .in fami 1y size
preferences among women with various leve'ls of
education in five Asian countries ( Korea ,

Malaysia, Pakistan , Nepal and Thaitand). She found

that there was sharp negative re't ationship between

ベ
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actual fami1y size and desi re for more chi'ldren in
al I these countries, Women with less education tend

to have larger fami I ies than those with more educat.ion.

2.2.5 Husband'a

Srinivasan

€ducati on

fami ly si ze of
des i red fami 1y

had hi Sh schoo l

remained the

educat i on .

(1978) studied about opinions of
respondents in India found that

size decreases among husbands who

or univers ity education , but

same among those wi th 'l ess

ミ

2.2.6 t{oman 's occupation

The number of additional chi ldren and living
children as we'l I as the desired fami Iy size varies
with the occupation of a woman, A wife 's work.ing

experience 'is of considerable significance for
desi red fami I y si ze Prenke'l ( 1976 ) found that
working women tend to have a. smal'ler fami ly size
than those not working, the difference ranged from

five percent in Po1and to 23 percent in Czechos l ovak.i a.

Studyi ng atti tudes toward f ami 1y s.i ze .i n East

Europe, Prenke'l (1976) also noted that women who do

not work in agriculture tend to expect a smal'ler

fami 1y size than women who work in agricu'lture.
ヽヽ
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2.2.7 Husband 's occupation

Studying the role of fami1y planning in recent
rapid ferti I ity decl ines in developing countries
(Dominican, Fiji, Korea, Malaysia, panama, Sri.lanka,
and Thai lancl ) Brackett (197g) noted that occupation
of husband does not appear to be an important factor
influencing the desi re for more ch.i ldren; only four of
seven countries where women married to men in more

traditional and more ski l I occupation are more .l ike.ly
to want no more chi ldren than women married to men

employed in less sk.i 11 occupation .

2.2.8 Numb€r of living chi ldren

The proportion of women wanting no more chi.ldren
increases when the number of liv.ing children increases.
In ten developing countries, a majority of women

with four chi ldren wanted no more children (Chao

1 978 ) . Coombs ( t 9Z6 ) noti ced that among women

with three children, one -thi rd prefer sma.l 
.l

fami ly size whi le the rema.ining 1ess than two-th.i rd of
women prefer a modere.te family s.i ze, and on.ly one

seventh hav,e a .bi as towards a l arge f am.i I y. Si xty
percent of women in Taiwan with two children want

no more chi ldren (according to Chang 19aO survey ).
Sun (1978) indicated that the proportion of
Taiwanese women with two chi ldren who wanted no more

ミ
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ヽ chi I dren increased

percent in 1976.

from 13 percent in 1965 to

2.2.9 Sex preference

Most of the research on desj red fami 1y si ze

has found a preference fpr certain combinations

of sons and daughters. Williamson (1976) rev.iewed the
reasons why preference for sons could be expected in
most traditional economies. Simultaneous studies of
number and sexual preference carried out by Stiner and

Mader (1975) for the Phitippines and by Coomb and Suh

(1978) for Taiwan support this expectation. It is
general ly assumed that a coup'le whose famiiy has
'less than perfect sex composition wi'l I be more l ike.ly
to want another chi ld.

In a comparative study among .ls countri es,

for a son

58

\

i

Thomas (1983) noticed that the preference

appears to be strong in Bangladesh

Pakistan , whereas a preference for
popular in Peru and panama. Among these

Nepal and

daughter is
countries a

' have twosubtant i a l p roporri i on of women who

chi ldren want another chi]d. However , a stated
desire to stop is general 1y more common among

women with p*o sons than among those with two

daughters.

According to Gadal la ( t9gS) couple who have

ミ



14

ミ

ミ

enough sons (i.e. as many as they des.ire ) are able
to stop childbearing or at 'least consider stopping.

2.3 CONCLuS10N

Many  studles  in  the deve10ped  and deveIoping
countries indicate that nowadays most women des.ire
smaller famiIies of one or two chi ldren on.ly. Major
factors affecting dsi red family size include : age,

duration of marr.iage, residence, education, women's

occupation, husband's educat.ion and sexual preference.

Some studies revea'l the impact of desired family size
on contraceptive use. In general , women who

achieving desi red famiiy size are more likely to 
_use

contraception. hthen they do not achieve their desired
fami'ly size they do not practice contraception.

ヘ
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

3.I CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK ANO HYPOTHESIS

3.1 .1 Conceptual frarnwork.

Responses to quest.i ons on fami .l y si ze

preference in previous surveys have general ly been
'labe led either "idea1" or "desi red,. fami'ly size.
Questions on desired family. s.ize general ly ask simply
for the number of chi ldren the respondent,s desi re for
her own fami ]y ( l{helpton 1966 and Westoff 1969). hthen

informat,ion on des.i red fami 1y si ze is related to
characteristics of respondents, factora that influence
fami ly size can be interesting.

As def ined above , this study focuses on

finding out desired fami 1y size among women aged 15-44.

The present d iscussion wi l'l concentrate on factors
affecting desrired family size, First , desired fami 1y

size is affected by demograph.ic characteristics of
women including : age , durat.ion of marriage, Iomen's
residence. The second is social factors such as women

and husband's level of education and occupat.ion. The

thi rd is cultural factor which is sex preference.

Desired family size is measured by the information
obtained from thrEe questions : (1) Altogether, how

many son do you want to have? (2) Altogether, .how many

ミ
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chi I dren
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you want to have? (3) Altogether, how many

you want to have?.

ミ
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Thus, the conceptual frahework for analysis of
desired fam'i 1y size in this study can be i.l .l ustrated
in the fbt lowing diagram

Socio-economi c characte r i st
Women's educati on
Women's occupati on
Husband's educati on
Husband's occupati on

Cu ltural characteri sti cs
Sex preference

ベ

Demographic characte r.i st i cs
age of women
rural / urban
duration of marri age
number of 1iving chi ldren

Des i red
Fami 1y
Siz€

ヽ



17

ヽ

ミ

．

3. I .2 Hypothesea

a. Older women tend to have larger desi red fam.i 1y

s'i ze than younger women.

b. l{omen as well as husbands with higher educat.ion

tend to have smal ler desired fami ly size than

those with Iess education attainment.
c. Urban women tend to have smal ler desired family

si ze than rural women,

d. Working women or husbands tend to have sma.ller

desired family size than those who worked as

housewi ves .

e. Women with longer duration of marr.iage tend to
have I arger desi red fam.i l y than women w.i th
shorter duration of marri age

3.2 SOURCE OF DATA

The data for the present study were collected in
Novembe'r 1991 at the Institute for t,he protection

of Mother and Newborn (IPMN) in Ha-noi Vietnam The

study was based on random sample of women who

came for gynecological treatment and delivery.
The sample was 300 married women aged 15-44

years. All el ig'i ble women who came for the service
during the period were taken as responclents. The

eample inc]udes married women who live in metropolitan
Hanoi and some areas around Hanoi.
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The interviews were conducted by using
structured questionnai re for married women in
chi'ldbearing age of .lS-44 years.

3.3 STRUCTURED OUESTIONNAIRE

The structured questi onnai re contai n thi rty-
five related questions concerning des.i red family
size to obtain information on the fol lowing subjects :

a. Background characteristics such as d9€,

residence, husband s, and wife's educat.ion and

occupati on .

b. Marital status and ferti l.ity include duration
of marriage, ferti I ity histories inc.lude both

actua'l number of children ever born and number of
l iving chi I dren.

c. Oesired fami ty size : Al .l women were

interviewed about the number of living sons, number of
living daught.ers, number of children they wanted more

and total number of l iv.ing chi ldren ; and sex
preference. They were also asked their opinions about
the i d6a'l f ami I y si ze .

The questionnaire was checked immediate.ly at
the end of each interview to ensure complete and

accurate information. The .information .in the
questionnaire was then given numerical codes for data
processing and analys.is.

ａ
　
　
ｅｈｔ

ベヽ
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3.4 DATA ANALYSIS

The data analysis is div.ided into four parts:
a. The first part describes the background

characteristics of the sample women such as age,

res i denci, husband's and wi fe, s education and

occupation, number of children ever born and number

of l iving chi ldren.

b. The second part is to find the average number

of chi ldren desi red, including the average number

of sons and daughters desired by women and their
husbands. The average ideal fami ly size of women waa

also explored in this part.

c. The thi rd part examines the relationsh.ip
between factors such as age, res.idence, duration of
marriage, women education, husband,s education ,

woman 's occupation husband 's occupat.ion, number of
f iving children and sex preference with desired fam.ily
si ze, wi th i dea'l fami I y si ze. Bes.i de, t-test and F-test
analysis were emp'loyed to revea.l the relatjonship
between several factors and desired family size

d. The final part examines the relationship
between number of sons or daughters desired and

number of living sons and daughters.

^

Ⅲ
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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULT

4.1 .SO},IE. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLE

A summary of characteristics of the women

interviewed provides a reference for interpreting the

findings presented in th.is QluOy. Demographic, soc.io

economic, and cultura'l characteristics are also
,

i nc l uded .

Table 1 shows some selected demographic

characteristics of the women. The study popu'lat.ion

consisted of 3O0 current'ly married women. The average

age of the sample women was 31 .2 years; 1g percent

of the women was less than 24 years old, 4g percent

$ras between 25 to 34 years o1d , and 33 percent was

f rom 35 to 44 years o'l d. .. A I i ttl e more than hal f of
the women I ived in metropoi itan area , i.rhi le the
rest Iived in rura'l areas,

The the majority of women were married at age 20

to 25 years ( 61 percent ). The average age when they

first got married r.ras 23.6 years. .At the time of the
'interview, nearly alI women in the sample were 6ti l.l
'living with their husbands, whi'le only O.3 percent of
the women were not.

The distribution of the number of I.iving children

ヘ

ベ
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ヘ Table l

Percentage distribution Domographi c characteri sti cs
women in the sample.

ｆ

ｆ

０

０

Characteristics percent number

Age Group
15- 19
20 - 24
25 - 29
80 - 34
35 - 39
40 - 44

Total
Mean  :  31.2

Age at first marri age
15 - 19
20-24
25+

Tota l
Mean : 23.6

Nunber of chl ldren ever
0
I
2
3
4+

Tota l
Mean : 1.4

Numb€r of I ivi ng childr€n
0
1

2
3
4+

Tota l
Mean : 1 .3

1.0
16.7
21.0
27.7
13.7
15.0

100,0

31.7
33.0
17.0
10.7
7.7

100.0

300

３

０

３

３

６

５

５

６

８

５

４

８

４

８

　

０

３

８

７

　

０

１

　

　

　

３

ベ

Marital status

Llving with husband     99.7
Not llving with husband  O.3

Total                  loo.o

９

１

　

０

９

　

　

　

０

２

　

　

　

３

ヘ

12.7
61.3
26.0

100.0

born
27.3
34.3
16.7
13.3
8.3

100.0

82
103
50
40
25

300

ベ

95
99
51
32
23

300
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ranged from none to seven chi ldren. Thi rty one percent

of the women had no ch.i ldren at the t.ime of interv.iew,
33 percent had only one chi ld; 17 percent had two

chi ldren; 11 percent of the women had three chi.ldren;
and the' remainder eight percent had four or more

chi ldren. The average number of I iving chi ldren
was 1.4 which is simi1ar to the national average of
1,5 f iving chi ldren per woman in urban ar€as
(accord ing to Vietnam census i9g9).

Tab'le 2 'describes the socio-economic and cutura'l
characteristics of the sample women. Two percent of the
women had never been .in school ,46.percent had pr.imary

education, 38 percent had secondary education and 15

percent had university education. Compared thei r
husbands the smal 1er proportion of husbands had primary

and secodary education ( 42 and 93 percent,

respectively ), The percentage of husbands with
university education js h.igher than their wives ( 24

percent vs 15 perc6nt).

The results from this table also show that Za

percent of the sampled women were ordinary workers, 25

percent were farmers; 30 percent were professiona.ls

and 17 percent were housewives or unemployed. The

percentage of husbands who worked as workers and

farmers was simi lar to that of the women (22 vs 26

and 31 vs 29 percent, respectively). fhe proport.ion of

八
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Table 2 Percentage distribution of Socio-econom.ic
and cultural charecteristics of Wom€n

Characteristics Perc6nt Numbe r

ふ

Resi dence
Rural
Urban

.Total

Wom€n 's educati on
IlIiterate
Pri mary schoo'l
Secondary Schoo l
University

Tota l

Husband 's educati on
Primary schoo.l
Secondary school
Un i versi ty
Tota l

Worpn 's occupation
Farme r
t{grker
P cfess i ona l
Housewi fe

Total

Huaband 'a occupation
Farme r
Wo rke r
P rofess i ona l
Housewi ves

Total

48.0
52.0

100.0

1.7
45。 7

37.7
15.0

100.0

42.3
33.3
24.3

100.0

25,7
28.0
29。 3
17.0

100.0

22.0
30.7
39.3
8.0

100.0

144
156

300

5
137
113
45

300

127
100
73

800

二

ヽ

７

４

８

１

　

０

７

８

８

５

　

０３

66
92
118
24

300

ヽ
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: husbands who worked as professionals was h.igher than

their wives (39 percent vs 29 percent ), However, the
proportion of husbands who worked as housew.i ves or
unemployed was lower than that of the women ( 8

percent vs 17 percent ) .

ベ
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4.2 DESIRED FAMILY SIZE AND IDEAL FAMILY SIZE

Table S shows that the average number of sons

desi red was 1 .g Sixty-five percent of the women

wanted one son; 32 percent wanted two or more sons, and

three peicent did not want any son. The average number

of daughters desjred was 1,1. Five percent did not want

any .daughter, 7E percent wanted.one daughter, and 16

percent wanted two daughters. The average tota.l number

. of chi ldren desi red was Z.+..on1y six percent of women

desired one child, 56 percent of the women desi red two
children, 30 percent desired three children, and the
remain'i ng eight percent of the women desi red four or
more chi'ldren.

*

The ideal fami 1y size expressed by the women is
presented in Table 4, Al I of them were asked ,, In your

opinion, how many chi ldren should a married coup.le

have?" ( including the number of sons , daughters

and total numb€r of chi Idren

indicate that 6g percent prefered
●
　
　
ｅ

＞

　
　
ｎ０

The res;u 1 ts
son, 36 percent

prefered two to three sons, one percent did not
prefered a son. The average ideal number of sons was

1 .4. It was sl ightly higher than the average number

of sons desi red. We can also see that g5 percent of
the women prefered one daughter, 14 percent prefered
two daughters, and one percent did not prefered any

daughter. The average ideal number of daughter is 1.1,



26

ミ Tab l e 3 Desi red fami 'l y si ze of women

Desi red family si ze percent Number

Number of sOn
women deslre
O

1

2 or more

Total

Mean  :   1.3

Number of daughter
womlen do31 re

O

1

2 or more

Total

Mean  :   1.1

Total number of
chlldr● n desire

l.

2

3

4 or more

Total

Mean  :   2.4

2.7

65.0

32.3

100.0

8

195

97

300

16

237

47

300

19

167

89

25

300

ヽ

ミ

5.3

79.0

15.7

100.0

6.3

55.7

29.7

8.3

100.0

ミ
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ヽヽ Tab10 4 Idea'l fami I y si ze of the women

Idea]famlly s120 percent number

ldeal number of 80n

O

1

2 or more

Total

Mean  :   1.4

1deal number of daughter

O

1

2 or more

Total

Mean   :  1.1

1deal famlly s120

1

2

3

4 or more

Total

Mean   :  2.5

0.7

63.3

36.0

100.0

1.3

85.0

13.7

100.0

1.7

56.7

34.0

7.7

100.0

2

190

108

300

ヽ

4

255

41

300

ミ

5

170

102

23

300

ヽ
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Comparing the average ideal number of sons and

daughters, t{e found that there was more preference

for sons than daughters (1,4 sons vs 1.1 daughter).

The average ideal fami Iy size .is 2.S. Fifty-
seven percent prefered two chi'ldren, fourty p€rcent

prefered three to four, and two percent prefered one

child. Comparing desired family size ( in Table 3)

and ideal family size of the sample women, we noted

that the percentage of the women who des.ire two to
four chi ldren were similar to the percentage of u,omen

whose ideal fami ly size was two to four chi'ldren.

Whereas the.percentage of women who desired only one

chi ld is much higher than that of women whose

i dea l f ami 1y sj ze uras one chi ]d ( 6. 3 vs 1 .7 percent,

respectively ).
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4.3 FACTORS AFFECTING DESIRED ANO IDEAL FAMILY SIZE

4.3.1 Number of living children
One of the i mportant f actors .i nf 1 uenc.i ng des i red

fami iy sizE is actual number of l.iv.ing chijdren.
From Table 5, we can note that the desired fami 1y size
has a positive re lationship with the number of
living chi'ldren the women had at the time of
interview. When the number of living chi ldren .increased

from one to four and over, the mean number of desired
chi ldren increased from 2.2 to 3,9. The mean number of
desired chi ldren was h'ighest for women who had four or
more chi'ldr6n; and was lowest for women who had no

children. Therefore, women who had more chi'ldren desi re

larger fami 1y size than those who had fewer

chi ldren. Comparing desired and ideal family s.ize

according to the number of living chi ldren we find
that for women who had one or two chi ldren the average

desi red fami ly s'i zej is a l itt'le smal ler than the average

ideal fami'ly size. On the other hand, for women who had

three to four chj ldren, the average ideal fami 1y size
was sma'l1er than desired fami ly size .

As mentioned above, women who had more children
tend to desire larger fam.ily size. On the other hand ,

when these women were asked "How many children do you

want more? " the result in Table 6 indicates that al .l

women who had four chi ldren wanted no more

ミ
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table ! l,lean number of chi'ldren desired and ideal

by number of 1 i vi ng chi 'l dren

Number gf
1lving chlldren         Desired F S       Ideal F S

0                 2.0         2.2

1                  1:2.2          2.3

2                 2`5         2.5

3                 3.0         3.0

4+               3.9         3.7

Al1                2.4         2.5

F.ratio               64.73          53.11

Level of significance  O.o5           0.05

ミ

ミ
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ヽ TabI6 q Percentage of rromen by
chi 'l drsn and number of

numbe r of addi tional
f ivin9 chi ldren

Number of
Additi onal
chlldren
Desl re

Number of living ch.i ldren

‐

0

1

2+

Total

Total

* Mlsslng

1.0

88.8

18.2

100。 O

99

95

54.9

37.3

7.8

100.0

51

81.3

18.3

0

100.0

32

100.0

0

0

100.0

23

* women had no f iving child at the time of the interview

ミ

1議|
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chi ldren. Eighty percent of the women who had three
chi'ldren wanted no more. Fifty-five percent of the
women who had two chi ldren wanted no more chi 1d.ren ;

and most women (89 percent) who had one chi ld wanted

additional children. Thus, women who had achieved

their number of 1iving chi |dren desired or exceed the
number chi Idren desired wanted no more ch.i Idren.
However, other women who did not achieve the desi red

number of chi ldren wanted more chi'ldren. The

relationship between both desired and .i deal famiiy s.ize

and number of l iving chi ldren are statistical ly
significant.

ミ

ユ
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4. 3.2 Age of women

Table 7 indicated that the mean number of
children desi red by women in the younger age group( .15

to 24 years) is lower than that of the older age group

( 25 to b+ years), 2.2 and 2.3, respectively. The mean

number of chi ldren desired is h.ighest in the
oldest group (35 to 44 ), 2.A chi ldren. Thus, the
mean number of children desi red increase as the
age of women i ncreased.

. The mean number of ideal fami'l y size also
increased as the age of women increased. The average

ideal fami 1y size ranged from 2.3 for youngest group

(15 to 24 years) to 2.7 for the o'ldest group (95 to 44

years ) in our sample. Therefore, we can conclude that
both desired and ideal famj'ly size increased as the age

of the women increased. Older women tend to have

larger fami I ies than younger women. The F-test
indicate that both the average desired and ideal
fami 1y size dre statistical1y different between each

age group at 0.05 level of signif .icance.

さ

ヽ

躙
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Tab'l e Z l,lean number of desi re and i deal

fami ly size by women's age group

Age group Desi red F S Ideal F S

15 - 24

25 - 34

35 - 44

All age

F.ratio

Level of s19nificance

2.2

2.3

2.8

2.4

17.09

0.05

2.3

2.4

2.7

2.5

13.34

0.05

ニ

ヽ
一

・
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4.3.3 Residence

The d'ifference between women in rural and urban

areas in desired and idea'l family size is presented in
Table 8. The average both desi red and i dea'l f ami 'ly

size of 'rura'l women is higher than that of urban

women. T-test showed that the relationship between

desi red and i dea'l f ami I y si ze and women's resi dence

is statistical'ly signif icant.

ミ

～
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ヽ Table I Mean number of desi red and idea'l
family size by Women s'residence

Residence Desired F S Ideal F S

Rural

U rban

A1't

t-val ue

2.8

2.1

2.4

8.32

Level of si gni fi cance 0.01

2.8

2.2

2.5

8.55

0.01            1

ミ

′■■
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4.3.4 Education of romen and husbands

Education is an important factor affecting
desi red fami1y size. As previous studies about

desi red fami 1y size ind.icated, the relationship
between desi red family s.i ze and education is
negative . Table 9 shows that the average des.ired

fami 1y size of i l Iiterate women was highest, 3,6
children, and the average desired fam.i 1y size of women

with primary school was: higher than those with
secondary schoo'l education (2.7 and 2.2,
respectiv6ly ). For women with a university education,
the mean desi red was Iowest, 'less than

chi ldren. The relatjonsh.ip between desi red fami 1y

slze and women 's education ' is statistical ly
significant,. The resu'lt from an F-test shows that $romen

with higher education des.ire sma'l1er fami 1y than those

with lower education, The table also shows ideat family
size of women with h'i gher education is smal ler than

those with lower education attainment.

The impact of husband's education on desi red

family size and ideal family s.ize is similar to that of
women s' education. As shows in Table 10; husbands with
higher educational attainment. desi red a smal'ler fam.i 1y

than those with lower educational attainment. Hugbands

with primary school education desired more chi.ldren
than husbands with secondary school education (2.7 and

ベ

ヽ
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ミ Table 9 Mean number of
fami 1y si ze

desi red and i deal
by women 's €ducation

Educat i on
of women

Des i red
F.S

Ideal
FoS

Number of
cases

Il'literate
Primary school

Secondary schoo l

Uni vers i ty
All leve'l

F,ratio
Level of s'ignif icance

3.6

2.7

2.2

1.9

2.4

25.41

0.05

3.6

2.7

2.3

2.1

2.5

26.62

0.05

5

137

113

45

300

共

,ヾ
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ミ Table 10 Mean number of deslred and ideal
fami ly size by Husband 's education.

Education Desi red Ideal number ofof husbands F.S F,S cases

Primary school 2.7 2.7

Secondary school 2.3 2.4

127

100

73

300

University.

Al'l 'leve'l

F.ratio

2.1           2.2

2.4       2.5

19.51       16.95

Leve ! of s'i gni f i cance 0.05 O. Os

^

ヘ
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2.3, respective ly) ; whi le the mean number of
desi red fami 1y size of husbands with university
education was even lower, 2.1 ch.i'ldren. The tab.le

also shows ideal family sise of husbands with higher
educational is smal ler than those with |ower education.
The relationship between both desi red and idea.l

f ami 1y si ze and husband's educat.i on i s stati sti ca.l .l y

significant

^

ヽ

ハ
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4.3.3 Occupation of nomen and husbands

Table 11 showed the mean number of desi red and

'ideal fami1y size classified by women,s occupat.ion.

Among three groups of women working outside thei r
home ( farmers, workers and professionals ) we noted

that the mean number of chi ldren desired by farming
women is highest , 2.9 chi ldren. The mean number of
chi ldren of women workers and women who worked as

profess ionals is 2.5 and 2.1 children, respectively.
In addit'ion, housew.ives desired fewer children than
women working outside their home. The relationship
betr"reen woman's occupation and desired fami ly size is
statistical ly significant at O.OS level. The average

number of ideal is simijar to average desired fam.i Iy

size of each occupational group.

Tab'le 12, we find that the mean desi red number of
chi ldren was highest for farming husbands ( 2.9 ) and

lowest for husbands working as housew.ives (2.O ).
Thus, desired and ideal fami ly size of both women and

husbands who work as housewives are smal ler than those

who work in other jobs. It is l.ikely that people who

stay home may not earn enough money to afford more

chi ldren. Statistica] test showed that husbands '
occupation was related desi red and ideal fami ly size.

^

ミ
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ヽ Table I t Mean number of

fami ly size by
des i red and i dea'l
women s' occupation

Occupat'ion of Women Desi red F.S Ideal F.S

ミ

Fa rmer

}!lo rke r

Profess i onal

Housewi fe

A l'l job

F.ratio
Leve I of s i gni fi cance

2.9

2.5

2。 1

2.0

2.4

21.14

0.05

2.9

2.5

2.2

2.2

2.5

25.88

0.05

^
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Table 12 Mean number of children desired and ideal
by Husbands ' occupati on.

Occupation of Husband Deslred F S Ideal F S

ヽ

Fa rmef

Worke r

P rofEss i ona l

Housew i fe

Ali job

F,ratio
Leve l of s i gni fi cance

2.9

2.4

2.2

1.9

2.4

14.97

0.05

2.3

2.5

2.3

2.1

2.5

23.31

0.05

ハ

ヘ
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Duration of marri age

Some studies done .i n Ta.iwan ( Sun, 1976 ) and

Thai land ( Knodel, l9g7 ) showed that women with
l onger marri age durati on general 1y desi red .l arger
families than those who only married for a short
time; Table 13 ind icates that the average desi red

fami ly size of women who were marr.ied less than

five years is low, 2.0 children. This .increases to 2.g
for women who have been married five to nine years;

and the mean desi red .is highest among women who have

been married for ten years or more ( 2.9 chi'ldren ).
Therefore, the average dEsired family s.ize increased

when duration of marriage increased. Women who have

been married longer des.ire larger fami lies than those

r.rho have been married a short time. we can a.lso

note that the average desi red fami ly size is almost

the same as the average ideal family size across

marriage duration categories. Th6 result from F-test
indicates that the relationship is statistical .ly.

significant.

ミ
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公 table !!! Av€rage desi red
6ize by women'6

and idea'l fami ly
duration of marri age

Duration of marri age Deslred F S Ideal F S

●■、

0 - 4 years

5 - 9 years

10 + years

Al'l

F. rati o

Leve'l of significance

2.0

2.2

2.9

2.4

45.24

0.05

2.2

2.3

2.9

2.5

37.26

0.05

しヽ

ミ



46

ミ

、い
　．

4.3.7 Sex preference

Table 14 shows that most of the sample women ( g3

percent) preferred their first child to be a son,
preference for daughter and indifference were equally
very low ( 9 percent and I percent, respectively ).
Furthermore, Table l5 compares the number of des.ired

sons and daughters by number of ]iving sons and living
daughters. The results indicate that every pair of son

and daughter desired, the mean number of sons desired
'is always higher than the mean number of daughters,

except women who have two daughters which mean desired
of daughters is a Iittle higher than son. However,

prefernce for a son is higher than preference for
daughter in this study.

ハ

ミ
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ミ Table 14 Percentage of fi rst child sex preferenced by women

Flrst child
sex preference

Pe rcent Numbe r

Son

Daughte r

Ind i fferent
Tota l

82.7

9.0

8.3

100,0

248

27

25

300

ヽヽ

ベ

ミ
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+, Tabls 15 Av€rage number of sons and daughtars des.l redby averag€ number of living sons andby average nrmber of llving daughters

Number of living daughterNumber
of
l iving
son
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Daughter
desi red

Son
desi red

Daughter
desi red

Son
desi red

Daughter
desi red

Son
desi red

Daughter
desi red

1.1

1.'t

1.6

2.0

0.9

1.0

1.2

1.0

1.2

1,4

1.8

2.0

1.1

.l.1

1.1

2.0

1,2

1.6

2.0

2.0

1.5

1.5

1.6

2.0

1.7

2.O

2.O

2.5

1.7

1.9

. 2.0

2.O
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4.4 CONCLUSION

In thi s chapter, we descri bed desi red fami i y

size and idea1 family s.i ze bt tne samp.led women. t{e
also analyzed the relationship between some factors
which affect both des.i red and ideal fam.i 1y size
The re'l ationship seems to be different for desi red

fami1y size between younger ages and older ages ;

rural and urban; h.igh education and low education,
'longer duration of marriage and shorter duration of
marriage, and different number of 'l iv.ing chi.ldren.
General 1y, younger women desi re a sma.l ler family
size than those at older ages, Women and the.i r
husbands with higher education also des.i re smal'ler
fami 1y size than those with Iower education attainment.
Women Iive in urban area expect a smal1er fam.i ly s.ize

than those who |ive in rural areas, Women who have one

or two chi ldren desi re a smal ler famiiy than those who

have more than two chi ldren at the time of the
interview. The 

. 
women who had longer .duration of

marriage desi re larger fami ly size than those who had

shorter marriage duration. The relationsh.ip between

occupation of women and husbands and des.i red family
size is examined in this chapter.. The statistica]
ahalyses show that both desi red and ideal fami ly size
is affected by different occupat.ion, the desi red

fami Iy size of both women and husbands who work as

ミ

ヽ
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housewives is lower than those who work in other jobs.
One of f actors af f ecti ng des.i red f ami 1y si ze .i s sex
preference, the analysis indicates that almost
alI women desi re fami Iy size of two chi]dren. However,
preferen'ce for sons .is higher than .preferece for
daughters in the sampl e.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY AND POLICY I},IPLICATIONS

5. 1 SUMMARY

This study exam.ines the desi red fami'l y size
among a Sample of 300 married women. The analysis
focuses on some factors which affect desi red
fami1y size. The results ind.icate that the
majority of sample women desi re family size of
one or two chi ldren ( 62 percent). A.lmost al .l t{omen

seem to wish a complete fami ly of at .least

one son and one daughter If the women obtain
their desi red fam.i 1y s.ize (including the right
combination of sexes ) she is 1ike1y to stop bearing
chi ldren. On the other hand, women who do not reach
their desi red fami ly size, especialiy in terms of
composition, are more 1ike1y to $rant more children. The

resu] ts show . that women had more than two ch.i I dren
wanted no more children; but they did not i{ant to state
the nlimber of chi ldren desired as smal .ler than number

of chi ldren they already had. Therefore, women with
more chi ldren desired larger fami.l y size than women

with fewer chi ldren, In addition, the number of sons
and daughters desi red increase when the number of
'living sons and living daughters increase. However, the
average number of sons desi red .is higher than the
average daughter desi red.
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Selected factors which affect des.i red family size
'i nclude: age, residence, educat.i on and occupation of
both women and husbands, uJomen duration of marriage,

number of living chi ldren and sex preference. In th.is

study, old", ,ror.n tend to des.i re larger fami ly size
than younger women, and the relat.ionship .is

significant. .This confirms the orig.inal hypotheses that
women in the older ages groups desi re larger fami lies
than those in the younger ages, Women living in rural
areas desj re larger fami1y sizd than those who Iive
in urban areas. The relationship is statistical ly
significant and is consistent with the original
hypotheses.

The relationship between desi red family size and

education of both women and husbands was revealed .in

th is study. The resuIts i ndicate that th.is
relationsh'ip is significant women and husbands w.ith

higher education attainment desi re smal ler fami 1y

than those with Iower educational attainment,

The occupation of women and husbands effecting
desi red fami ly size was explored in the sample. The

resu'lt of the ana'lysis ind.icates that desi red

family size of housewives is smal ler than that of the
women who work outside their home. It is lot
consistent with the hypothesis that work.ing women

desi re smaller fami1y size than non-working women.
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Another factor signif .i cally affecting des.ired
fami1y size was women's duration of marr.iage The

longer the duration of marr.i age of the women , the
more chi l dren they des.i red,

5.2 POLICY IMPLICATIONS

This study is Iimited by a smal1 sample and does

not represent the who'le country. However, some policy
impl ications can be made:

1/ fhe national statistic show that about 12 percent

Vietnamese women are i l.iterate (V.ietnam DHS 19g8). This
is much higher than this study's proportion (1.7
percent). If education of the rural women is improved,

knowledge of population and fam.i 1y planning could be

'increased; desi red family size could be changed by

reducing the number of chi ldren desired.

2/ ln Y ietnamese families, almost al1 parents are
supported by sons in theri r ol der age. If the
government ag more responsible for its older peop.le, it
may disrupt traditional values and decrease
preference for sons, and that can help women to
contro'l their fam.i Iy size of one or two chi.ldren as

they desi red .

3/ The resu lts of the analysis indicate that the
working women and husbands, spec.ial ly those who worked

as famers desi re a larger fami ly size than people who

a、
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work in other jobs. They have a lot of
and need more chi'ldren to help them. If
work is improved by applying the best
and technical methods in agriculture, th€ir
more chi ldren may change,

hard work,

famers's

scientific
demand for

A
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QUEsT10NNAIRE.

SECTION 1 :Women 's characteristics
101 . Respondent's i denti fi cati on

102. How old are you?

year ,

'.l 03. In what month and year were you born ?

date of bi rth ... month, year ...
104. Where do you I ive?

1. Urban

2. Rura l

105. lvhat is your current occupation ?

1. Farmer

2. Worker

3. Professi onal

4, Housew i fe
106. What was the highest grade you completed ?

I. I'l I iterate
2 , Pr i inary schoo'l

. 3. Secondary school

4. Un i vers.i ty
107. What was the highest grade your husband completed ?

l. Il'l iterate
2. Primary school

3. Secondary schoo'l

4. Uni versi ty

4

,{,
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108. What is current occupation of your husband ?

'1 . Farmer

2 . l.rorker

3. Professional .

4. Housewi fe

SECTION 2: marriage status and fertl lity
201. How old were you when you f.irst married ?

year . '.
2O2. Are you current I.iving with your husband ?

yes

2O3. How many live bi rths have you had since your fi rst
married ?

+ Number ... (If 0 skip to e 21)

204 . How many I i v .i ng ch .i I d ren do you have now ?

Number .. .

205, How many among your livjng chj .ldren are son and

how many are daughter?

Number of son

Number of daughter

206. How old is your youngest chlldren ?

Year ...
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207. How many of your chi ldren died ?

Number ...

SECTION 3: Ideal family s.i ze

3Ol. If'you have no son, do you intend to continue to
have chi ldren until you have a son?

1. Yes

2. No

302. If you have no daughter,do yo.u intend to continue
to have chi ldren unt.i I you have a daughter ?

l. Yes

2. No

303, How many more chi ldren do you want ?

Number ...
304. Would you prefer a son or daughter your next

chi 'l d?

1. son

2. Daughter

3. Ind.i ffergnt
305. When_do you prefer to have another chi.ldren?

l. less than one year

2. One year to two years

3, Two years to three years

. 4. More than three y6ars

5. depend on the economic situation

ヽ
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306. Would you prefer your f .i rst chi ld to be son or
daughter?

1.son

2. daughter 3. Indi fferent
307. Altbgether how many chi ldren do you want to have?

Number ...
308. Altogether how many son do you wani ?

Number ..,
309. Altogether how many daughter do you want ?

Number ...
31O. Altogether how many chi ldren do your husband want?

Number ..,
311. Altogether how many son do your husband want ?

Number ...
312. Altogether how many daughter do your husband want?

Number ...
313. In your opinion, how many chi tdren should a

married c:oupl e have?

Number of gi 11 ,,.
Nuntber of son . . .

Tota'l number of ch i I dren . . .

SECTION 4 : contraceptive use

401 . Do you know or have heard of any method to delay

' or avoid pregnahcy ?

YeS

No

八

´
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402. What  cOntraceptive  method  do  you   know   ?

01 condom

02 1UD

03 plll

・  04 withdrawal

05 male sterll12atiOn

06 femalesterll12atiOn

07 injectable

08 Rhythm
●●・

09 menstrual regulation

10 1nduced abortion

403. Have you ever used any contraceptive method ?

l Yes

2 no

404. If yes, what method are you using now ?
養

01 condom            o6 Female st.

02 1UD               o7 1n」 ectable

03 pll1               08 Rhythm

04 Withdrawal        o9 M/ regulatう on

05 Male st.r         lo induced abortう on

405。 Where do you go t。  。btain it ?

l Maternity hospital

2 Dlstrict hospital                ・

3 provincial hospital
ヽ

4 center hospital

5 1n the malket
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406, why do You use this method ?

1. for spac i ng

2. for Stopp i ng

4O7. if you ever used contraceptive method, but now you

don't why did you stop ?

' 1. want another child
2. Side effect
3. Hea'l th cause

4. Other

19582
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