N
”’: " ngornne ¥
Hooy, s

DESIREDfFAMILY SIZE
CASE STUDY 'OF WOMEN WHO GAVE BIRTH IN 1991 AT THE
INSTITUTE FOR PROTECTION OF MOTHER AND NEWBORN IN

HANOI, VIETNAM

LE THI CHU
)

c o
fAUUNUINIY
”n
noA o 1
CIAN I PC g P

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF ARTS
- (POPULATION AND SOCIAL RESEARCH)

IN
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY

1992
L4334

193

119582



Thesis
entitled
DESIRED FAMILY "SIZE
CASE STUDY OF WOMEN WHO GAVE BIRTH IN 1991 AT THE

INSTITUTE FOR PROTECTION OF MOTHER AND NEWBORN IN
S HANOI, VIETNAM.

Le thi Chu
Candid

U)Mm kWL,

Uraiwan‘Kanungsukkasem, Ph.D.
Mojor Advisor

Varachai Thongthai, Ph.D.
Co-Advisor

Moty - M,%

Monthree Chulasamaya, M.D., Ph.D. Varachai Thongthai, Ph.D.

Chairman Co
Dean Master of Arts Programme in
: Population and Social Research
Faculty of Graduate Studies Institute for Population

and Social Research



Thesis
entitled
DESIRED FAMILY SIZE
CASE STUDY OF WOMEN WEO GAVE BIRTH IN 1991 AT TEE
INSTITUTE FOR PROTECTION OF MOTHER AND NEWBORN IN
HANOI, VIETNAM.
was submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies

Mahidol University for the degree of Master of Arts
(Population and Social Research)

~thel

July 17, 1992

P
——

Le thi Chu
candidate

(S, intan- Ko goudh—_

Uraiwan Kanungsukkasem,Ph.D.
Chairman

%u%-/ﬁ««'

Varachai Thongthai, Ph.D.
Member

/é;k$¢u, D loee

Nikorn Dusitsin, M.D
Member

//L7< C:éi‘42¢4yﬂh‘”_af§?’ ' /At10£ai4:1aat3 <:2£Ztunﬂndﬁ:nl :

Monthree Chulasamaya,M.D.,Ph.D. Aphichat Chamratrithirong, Ph’D.
Dean Director
Faculty of Graduates Studies Institute for Population

and Social Research



BIOGRAPHY

Name LE THI CHU
Date of Birth February 9, 1948
Place of Birth Nam ha, Vietnam

Institution Attended:
Hanoi Medical College, December 1973
Bachelor of Medical Doctor
Hanoi Medical College, 1987
Post- Graduate Degree
in Obsetric and Gynecology
Position held and office:
Treatment doctor
Institute for protection of Mother and

Newborn Hanoi, Vietnam .



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am indebted to Dr. Uraiwan Kanungsukkasem, my
Major Advisor, Dr. Varachai Thongthai, and Dr. Nikorn
Dusitsin, my Co-Advisor, for their support, guidance
and professional help in organizing and completion of’
this thesis. |

I would 1ike to thank Dr.Aphichat Chamratrithirong,
Director of the Institute, for his assistance during’
the study period. Myrthank also goes to all acharns and
staffs of the Institute for vPopulatjon ahd Social
Research who helped and encourage me during my studies.

My gratitude to Dr. Dudng thi Cuong, Director of
the Institute for Protection of Mother and Newborn
(IPMN) in Vietnam, who supported me to pursue my
studies.

I am particularly grateful to the World Health
Organization and United Nations Fund for Population
Activities for providing financial support for my
studies.

Finally, I would like to thank~my husband Mr. Tran'
van Tuyen and my children, Tran minh Tuan and Tran thu

Ha, who mobilized me to come here to study.

Le thi Chu



Thesis Title Desired Family Size Case Study
of Women Who Gave Birth in 1991
at the Institute for Protection

of Mother and Newborn in Hanoi,

Vietnam.
Name Le thi Chu
Degree Master of Arts

(Population and Social Research)

Thesis Supervisory Committee

Uraiwan Kanungsukkasem, Ph.D.
Varachai Thongthai, Ph.D.

Date of Graduation 17 July B.E. 2535 (1992).

ABSTRACT

Desired family size and ideal family size were
examined by using a sample of 300 married women who
came to the Institute for Protection Mother and Newborn
in Hanoi, Vietnam for gynecology treatment and delivery
in November 1991. Desired family size was measured on
the basis of the number of children a women wants to
have during her 1ife. Ideal family size is a woman’s
opinion on an appropriate family size for a married
coup]e; Factors affecting both desired and ideal family
size were analyzed which include age, residence,

education, occupation, women’ of marriage and number of
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living children. The result indicated that older women
desired larger family size than those in younger age.
Women who lived in urban areas had smalier family size
than women who l1ived in rural areas. Women with higher
education had a smalier family size than those with
lower education attainment. In addition, women with
longer duration of marriage desired more children than

those who had shorter duration of marriage.
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CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Vietnam 1is the 12th largest population country
in the world. The population has increased - rapidly
over the past 50 years. In 1936 the population was 18
million and 1increased to over 30 million during the
1954-1960 period (1960 Census). Furthermore, the 1979
census for Vietnam showed that the population had
grown to 53 million, and ten years later , 1989,
increased to 64 million. Therefore, within the 1last
ten years the population growth rate was 2.18
percent. If the population growth rate remains at
2.18 percent a year, the total population by 2005
will be nearly 100 million . This growth pose a big
problem for a small country such as Vietnam.

A majority of Vietnamese reside in rural

areas ( 81 percent, according to the 1989 Census )
and the average population denéity of the areas
is 192 person per square kilometer. The distribution
of population is very important because it 1ndicatesb
future fertility rate 1in Vietnam. In general, rural
people always wish they had large family size, which

cause high population growth rate.



The government has for a long time recognized
that rapid growth of the population hampers social and
economic development. Therefore, family planning was
introduced as early as 1960. The government has
supportea policies of family planning programs helping
everybody access contraceptive methods and control
the number of children they have. As a result, the
total fertility rate has fallen rapidly. During the
decade of 1969-1979 the total fertility rate went down
from six to five children per woman. During 1979-1989
the total fertility rate decreased from five to around
four children per woman. Although the fertility rate
was reduced 1in the past decade, Vietnam ’'s population
continues to increase. From 1989 to mid 1990 the number
of  population increased by 2.6 million (ESCAP
population sheet 1990).

In  Vietnam family planning services are
provided by the government and are free of
charge. The government tries to encourage policies
concerning population and tries.to achieve the goal
of its population policy by_putting up the following
slogans :

"Each couple should have only one or two children”
"A girl should get married after the age of 22"

“A mother should have five years 'spacing between

two births.
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"Delay of the first birth of woman after marriage
reduces population growth rate" ( Pham Song, 1989).

The Ministry of Health provides contraceptive
methods for all people in the reproductive age for
the whole country. The contraceptive rate now is
about 50 percent; however, less than 40 percent use
a modern method (1988 DHS). The most popular method
is IUD followed by condoms, withdrawal, abortion
and menstrual regulation. Most women who know a
specific method, could also mention a source where
the method could be found or how to use it. The 1988
DHS noticed that some methods are well known among
women in the reproductive age. About 90 percent of
women know at least one method. However, the

contraceptive prevalance rate 1is increasing very

slowly for methods such as vasectomy, female
sterilization, pill and 1injection. This affects
fertility.

The DHS indicated that one of the reasons for
increased population 1is the fertility behavior of
Vietnamese, especially those in rural areas. Couples
who 1live 1in rural areas always wish to have 1large
number of children and at 1least one son. For
example: a 1990 investigation by the 1Institute for
Socié1-$cience noticed that when women in some

provinces were asked how many children they wanted?



Fifty-two percent wanted three children and wanted
to have at least one son. A son in a Vietnamese family
is very important, and some couples continue their
fertility until they have a son (Doan kim Thang,
1985). Desired family size becomes very complicated
in the context of Vietnamese society. It may affect
contraceptive use and fertility behavior. Examining
desired family size and factors affecting, it may
contribute to understanding the réasons for Vietnam ’'s

continued high population growth rate.

1.2 PROBLEM DEFINITION AND JUSTIFICATION
As stated earlier, the Vietnamese family planning
started 1in 1960, and although the government tries to
control the rapid population growth , the total
fertility rate is still high at 3.9 and the population
growth rate is 2.18 (estimate of ESCAP 1990) One of the
factors which affects increased population may be
desired family size. This study tries to
undsrstand the factors affecting desired .faﬁi1y size
among married women, who came to IPMN for delivery
during 1991.
Vietnamese society has strong sexual
preferences and 1large family size , especially 1in
the rural areas. The ideal family size and actual

number of children of these women will be explored.



Desired family size of married women relates
directly to the 1issues of population growth and
socio—-economic déve1opment. If desired family size
of a woman 1is substantially smaller than actual
ferti]it& , it may be used to justify the need for
expanded family planning program to help women
achieve “their own fertility aspirations. If the
desired family size is Tlarger than number of
living children, women have to achieve the country ’'s
fertility goals, intervention strategies to change

desired family size should be considered.

1.3 OBJECTIVES
a. To estimate desired family size and ideal
family size.
b. To examine factors affecting desired fahi]y
size and ideal family size of married women.
c. To examine whether there is a difference

between desired and actual family size.



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter is a review of desired family size
and the factors affecting desired family size of
married women such as age ,duration of marriage,
residence, education, occupation, and sexual

preference.

2.1 DESIRED FAMILY SIZE AND IDEAL FAMILY SIZE

Several studies done in the United States have
considered in detail both conceptual and empirical
differences between the ideal and desired number of
children (Cambell and Paterson 1966, Ryder and Westoff,
1969). Some authors argue that the desired number of
children is the actual number of 1iving children put
with the respondent’s additional éhdereh wanted ; the
total number gives a good surrogate measure of current
family size (Kamnuansilpa and Chamratrithirong 1982).
In fact, desired family size is different from country
to countfy, and even within the same country, for
example 1in Thailand the average family size 1in the
south is 2.8 children while At is 2.2 children in the
north (Chamratrithirong, 1988). In some developed
countries the proportion of women with two children

who wanted no more children was 90 percent according to
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a 1977 survey in Czechoslovakia, and 86 percent in a
1977 survey in Hungary (Robert E. 1982).

Ideal family size is measured by demand  for
children in a hypothetical situation. Women were
asked two kinds of questions: "If you are able to
choose exact number of children to have 1in your
whole 1ife, how many children would that bé ? "or
"Suppose you just married and were able to specify the
number of children you wanted to have, how many
children would you like to have ?".The average of
ideal family size in Thailand is about three children
in both rural and urban areas ( Thongthai, 1986 ). 1In
Nepal, Kaki (1988) found that the average of ideal
family size is three chi1dren with at least one

son.

2.2 FACTORS AFFECTING DESIRED FAMILY SIZE

2.2.1 Age of women .

The research literature generally indicates that
the total number of living children women desire‘ is
related to their age. Kanjanapan (1985) showed that
the average desired family size gradually rises with
increasing age of women. Her study in Chiengrai and
Roi Et provinces in Thailand noted that the average
desired family size of women between 25-29 years is

three and between 40-44 is four children. These result
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demonstrate that the family size for older women is
larger than those at a younger age. Knodel (
1973) found that the average number of children
desired increases steadily with the age of women.
Studied attitudes toward family size in some East
European countries, Frenkel (1976) showed that the
majority of women in Czescholovakia, Hungary and
Poland expect a small family size of onhe or two
children, but the expectation changes according to
age group. For example, in Hungary the expectation of
women with two children in the 20-24 age group was
64.8 percent while for the 40-44 age group it was
21.9 percent. The expectation of women aged 20- 24
with three children was 10.6 percent and for age
group 40-44, 34.3 percent. The above mentioned
results indicate that the desired family size of

older women is Iarger than that of younger women.

2.2.2 Duration of marriage
Some studies investigated the duration of
marriage of women. Chang, et. al ( 1981 ) noticed
that the proportion of women who wanted no more
children occured after ten years of marriage. In fact,
most of them already had the number of children they
desired. On the other hand, women with longer marriage

duration, generally desired larger family size
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than those who were married for short time

Having studied family size in Taiwan
during the 1961-1976 period, Sun (1978) indicated
that marriage duration affects the number of children
desired. The results of his survey show different
marriage duration for each group of women. For
example, the average desired family size of women who
had been married for less than five years was 2.6 ;
of women who had five to nine years of marrieage, 3.1
while for women who had been married for over ten
years the family size was 3.3. The data shows
larger family size for women who had longer
marriage duration than those who had a shorter

marriage duration.

2.2.3 Residence

Many researchers studying the affect of social
setting on desired family size found that couples
living in countries with better socio-economic
conditions are more 1ikely to be motivated to regulate
the number of children than couples 1iving 1in poor
countries (Lapharan Mauldin 1984-1985). Furthermore,
within the same country there are differences between
rural and urban areés on family size. . Kanjénapan
(1985) found that the family size among rural women

was higher than that of urban women. Similar to other
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countries 1in Asia, Khuat thu Hong (1985) noted that
rural women desire a larger family size than urban

women in Vietnam.

2.2.4 Women ’s education

In developing countries, the spread of compulsory
education brought changes in attitudes towards small
family size. Carol E.(1982) argues that the school
system disrupts the traditional family economic
structure, which supported large families. In general ,
the relationship between women’s education and
desired family size is negative ; women with higher
educational attainment have smaller families than
those with lower education. The relationship was
demonstrated in urban Nigeria by Oni (1985). The
results indicate that parents who had high
education could earn higher income through better
employment. High income may also lead to a demand for
higher “quality" children rather than "quantity" :
parents reduce their desire .for more children.

Cho (1978) wused the World Fertility Survey
(WFS) to determine the differential in family size
preferences among women with various levels of
education in five Asian countries ( Korea ,
Malaysia, Pakistan , Nepal and Thailand). She found

that there was sharp negative relationship between

10
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actual family size and desire for more children 1in
all these countries. Women with less education tend

to have larger families than those with more education.

2.2.5 Husband’s education .
Srinivasan (1978) studied about opinions of
family size of respondents 1in India found that

desired family size decreases among husbands who

had high school or university education , but
remained the same among those with less
education.

2.2.6 Woman ’s occupation

The number of additional children and 1iving
children as well as the desired family size varies
with the occupation of a woman. A wife ’s working
experience is of considerable significance for
desired family size . Prenkel (1976) found that
working women tend to have a smaller family size
than thosq not working, the difference ranged from
five percent in Poland to 23 percent in Czechoslovakia.
Studying. attitudes toward family size in East
Europe, Prenkel (1976) also noted that women who do
not work in agriculture tend to expect a smaller

family size than women who work in agriculture.

11
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2.2.7 Husband ’s occupation

Studying the role of family planning 1in recent
rapid fertility declines 1in developing countries
(Dominican, Fiji, Korea, Malaysia, Panama, Srilanka,
and Thailand ) Brackett (1978) noted that occupation
of husband does not appear to be an important factor
influencing the desire for more children; only four of
seven countries where women married to men in more
traditional and more skill occupation are more likely
to want no more children than women married to men

employed in less skill occupation .

2.2.8 Number of 1iving children

The proportion of women wanting no more children
increases when the number of 1iving children increases.
In ten developing countries, a majority of women
with four children wanted no more children (Chao
1978). Coombs (1976) noticed that  among women
with three children, one -third prefer small
family size while the remaining 1eés than two-third of
women prefer a moderete family size , and only one
seventh have a bias towards a Tlarge family. Sixty
percent of women 1in Taiwan with two children want
no more children (according to Chang 1980 survey ).
Sun (1978) indicated that the proportion of

Taiwanese women with two children who wanted no more

12
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children increased from 13 percent 1in 1965 to 58

percent in 1976.

2.2.9 Sex preference

Most of the research on desired family size
has found a preference for certain combinations
of sons and daughters. Williamson (1976) reviewed the
reasons why preference for sons could be expected in
most traditional economies. Simultaneous studies of
number and sexual preference Carried out by Stiner and
Mader (1975) for the Philippines and by Coomb and Sun
(1978) for Taiwan support this expectation. It is
generally assumed that a couple whose family has
less than perfect sex composition will be more Tikely
to want another child.

In a comparative study among 15 countries,
Thomas (1983) noticed that the preference for a son
appears to be strong in Bangladesh , Nepal and
Pakistan , whereas a prefefénce for daughter is
popular 1in Peru and Panama. Among these countries a
subtantial propor=-ion of women who - have two
children want another child. However , a stated
desire to stop is generally more common among
women with two sons than among those with two
daughters.

According to Gadalla (1985) couple who have

13
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enough sons (i.e. as many as they desire ) are able

to stop childbearing or at least consider stopping.

2.3 CONCLUSION

Many studies 1in the developed and developing
countries indicate that nowadays most women ~desire
smaller families of one or two children only. Major
factors affecting dsired family size include : age,
duration of marriage, residence, education, women’s
occupation, husband’s education and sexual preference.
Some studies reveal the impact of desired family size
on contraceptive use. In general, women who
achieving desired family size are more likely to use

contraception. When they do not achieve their desired

family size they do not practice contraception.

14
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY

3.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND HYPOTHESIS
3.1.1 Coﬁceptua1 framework.

Responses to guestions on family size
preference 1in previous surveys have generally been
labeled either "ideal” or “desired" family size.
Questions on desired fami]y? size generally ask simply
for the number of children the respondent’s desire for
her own family ( Whelpton 1966 and Westoff 1969). When
information on désired family size 1is related to
characteristics of respondents, factors that influence
family size can be interesting.

As defined above , this study focuses on
finding out desired family size among women aged 15-44,
The present discussion will concentrate on factors
affecting desired family size. First , desired family
size 1is affected by demographic characteristics of
women including : age , duration of marriage, women’s
residence. The second is social factors such as women
and husband’s level of education and occupation. The
third 1is cultural factor which 1is sex preference.

Desired family size is measured by the information
obtained from three questions : (1) Altogether, how

many son do you want to have? (2) Altogether, how many
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daughter do you want to have? (3) Altogether, how many

children do you want to have?.

Thus, the conceptual framework for analysis

of

desired family size in this study can be illustrated

in the f6110wing diagram

Demographic characteristics
age of women
rural / urban
duration of marriage
number of 1iving children

- '-wa'-'a‘ii

Socio—-economic characteristics
Women’s education
Women’s occupation
Husband’s education
Husband’s occupation

I

Cultural characteristics
Sex preference

16
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3.1.2 Hypotheses

a. Older women tend to have larger desired family
size than younger women.

b. Women as well as husbands with higher education
tend to have smaller desired family size than
those with less education attainment.

Cc. Urban women tend to have smaller desired family
size than rural women.

d. WOrkihg women or husbands tend to have smaller
desired family size than those who worked as
housewives.

e. Women with longer duration of marriage tend to
have larger desired family than women with

shorter duration of marriage

3.2 SOURCE OF DATA

The data for the present study were collected in
November 1991 at the Institute for the Protection
of Mother and Newborn (IPMN) in Ha-noi Vietnam . The
study was based on‘ random sample of women who
came for gynecological treatment and delivery.

The sample was 300 married women aged 15-44
years. A1l eligible women who came for the service
during the period were taken as respondents. The
sample includes married women who live in metropolitan

Hanoi and some areas around Hanoi.

17
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The 1interviews were conducted by using a
structured questionnaire for married women in the

childbearing age of 15-44 years.

3.3 STRUCTURED QUESTIONNAIRE

The structured questionnaire contain thirty-
five related questions concerning desired family
size to obtain information on the following subjects

a. Background characteristics such as age,
residence, husband s’ and' wife’s education and
occupationf

b. Marital status and fertility inc1ude duration
of marriage, fertility histories include both
actual number - of children ever born and number of
living children.

c. Desired family size : A11 women were
interviewed about the number of 1iving sons, number of
living daughters,'number of children they wanted more
and total number of 1living children ; and sex
preference. They were also asked their opinions about
the ideal family size .

The questionnaire was checked immediately at
the end of each intérview to ensure complete and
accurate information. The information in the
questionnaire was then given numerical codes for data

processing and analysis.

18
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3.4 DATA ANALYSIS
The data analysis is divided into four parts:

a. The first part describes the background
characteristics of the sample women such as age,
residencé, husband’s and wife’s education and
occupation, number of children ever born and number
of 1iving children.

b. The second part is to find the average number
of children desired, including the average number
of sons and daughters desired by women and their
husbands. The average ideal family size of women was
also explored 1in this part.

c. The third part examines the relationship
between factors such as age, residence, duration of
marriage, | women education, husband’s education |,

woman $ occupation husband ’s occupation, number of
living children and sex preference with desired fami1y
size, with ideal family size. Beside, t-test and F-test
analysis were employed to reveal the relationship
between several factors and desired family size

d. The final part examines the relationship

between number of sons or daughters desired and

number of 1living sons and daughters.

19



CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT

4.1.SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLE
A summary of characteristics of the women

interviewed provides a reference for interpreting the

findings presented in this study. Demographic, socio -

economic, and cultural cﬁaracteristics are also
included.
Table 1 shows  some selected demographic

characteristics of the women. The study population
cbnsisted of 300 currently married women. The average
age of the sample women was 31.2 years; 18 percent
'of the women was 1less than 24 years old, 48 percent
was between 25 to 34 years old , and 33 percent was
from 35 Ato 44 years o1d.“ A little more than half of
the women 1lived in metropolitan area , while the
rest 1ived in rural areas.

The the majority of women were married at age 20
to 25 years ( 61 percent ). The average age when they
first got married was 23.6 years. At the time of the
interview, nearly all women in the sample were still
living with their husbands, while only 0.3 percent of
the women were not.

The distribution of the number of 1living children



Table 1

Percentage distribution of Demographic characteristics

of women in the sample.

Characteristics percent number

Age Group
15 - 19 1.0 3
20 - 24 16.7 50
25 - 29 21.0 63
30 - 34 27.7 83
35 - 39 18.7 56
40 - 44 15.0 45
Total 100.0 300
Mean : 31.

Marital status
Living with husband 99.7 299
Not living with husband 0.3 1
Total 100.0 300

Age at first marriage
i5 - 19 12.7 38 -
20 - 24 61.3 184
25 + 26.0 78
Total 100.0 © 300
Mean : 23.6

Number of children ever born
0] 27.3 82
1 34.3 103
2 16.7 50
3 13.3 40
4+ 8.3 25
Total 100.0 300
Mean : 1.4

Number of living children
0 ‘ : 31.7 95
1 33.0 99
2 17.0 51
3 10.7 32
4+ 7.7 23
Total 100.0 300

Mean : 1.3

21



ranged from none to seven children. Thirty one percent
of the women had no children at the time of interview,
33 percent had only one child; 17 percent had two
chi1dren; 11 percent of the women had three children;
and the’ rémainder eight percent had four or more
children. The average number of living children
was 1.4 which 1is similar to the national average of
1.5 1living children per woman in urban areas
(according to Vietnam census 1989).

Table 2 'describes the so;io-economic and cutural
characteristics of the sample wbmen. Two percent of the
women had never been in school, 46 . percent had primary
education, 38 percent had secondary education and 15
percent had wuniversity education. Compared their
husbands the smaller proportion of husbands had primary
and secodary education ( 42 and 33 percent,
respectively ). The percentage of husbands with
university education is higher than their wives ( 24
percent vs 15 percent).

The . results from this table also show that 28
percent of the sampled women were ordinary workers, 25
percent were farmers; 30 percent wére professionals
and 17 percent were housewives or unemployed. The
percentage of husbands who worked as workers and
farmers was similar to that of the women (22 vs 26

and 31 vs 28 percent, respectively). The proportion of

22



Table 2 Percentage distribution of Socio-economic
and cultural charecteristics of Women

Characteristics Percent Number
-Residence
Ruratl 48.0 144
Urban | 52.0 156
- Total . " 100.0 300
wWomen ’'s education
ITliterate 1.7 5
Primary school 45.7 137
Secondary School 37.7 113
University 15.0 45
Total 100.0 300
Husband ’s education
Primary school 42.3 127
Secondary school 33.3 100
University 24.3 73
Total 100.0 300
women ’s occupation
Farmer 25.7 77
kaer : 28.0 84
Professional 29.3 88
Housewife 17.0 51
Total 100.0 300
Husband ’s occupation )
Farmer 22.0 66
worker 30.7 92
Professional 39.3 118
Housewives 8.0 24

Total 100.0 300




husbands who worked as professionals was higher than
their wives (39 percent vs 29 percent ). However, the
proportion of husbands who worked as housewives or
unemployed was lower than that of the women ( 8

percent vs 17 percent).

24



2

4.2 DESIRED-FAMILY SIZE AND IDEAL FAMILY SIZE .

Table 3 shows that the average number of sons
desired was 1.3 . Sixty-five percent of the women
wanted one son; 32 percent wanted two or more sons, and
three percent did not want any son. The average number
of daughters desired was 1.1. Five percent did not want
any  daughter, 75 percent wanted one daughter, and 16
percent wanted two daughters. The average total number
of children desired was 2.4.?Qn1y six percent of women
desired one child, 56 percent of the women desired two
children, 30 percent desired three children, and the
remaining eight percent of the women desired four or
more children.

The ideal family size expressed by the women is
presented in Table 4. A1l of them were asked " 1In your
opinion, how many children should a married couple
have?” ( including the pumber of sons , daughters
and total number of children ). The results
indicate that 63 percent prefered one son, 36 percent
prefered two to three sons, one percent did not
prefered a son. The average ideal number of sons was
1.4. It was slightly higher than the average number
of sons desired. We can also see that 85 percent of
the women prefered one daughter, 14 percent prefered
two daughters, and one percent did not prefered any

daughter. The average ideal number of daughter is 1.1.
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Table 3 Desired family size of women

26

Desired family size percent Number

Number of son
women desire
0 2.7 8
1 65.0 195
2 or more 32.3 97
Total 100.0 300
Mean : 1.3

Number of daughter

women desire
0 5.3 16
1 79.0 237
2 or more 167N 47
Total 100.0 300
Mean 1.1

Total number of

children desire
1 6.3 19
2 55.7 167
3 29.7 83
4 or more 8.3 25
Total 100.0 300

Mean : 2.4
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Table 4 Ideal family size of the women

27

Ideal family size percent number
Ideal number of son
0 0.7 2
1 63.3 190
2 or more 36.0 108
Total 100.0 300
Mean : 1.4
Ideal number of daughter )
0 1.3 4
1 85.0 255
2 or more 13.7 41
Total 100.0 300
Mean S
Ideal family size
1 1.7 5
2 56.7 170
3 34.0 102
4 or more 7.7 23
Total 100.0 300

Mean : 2.5




7

Comparing the average 1ideal number of sons and
daughters, we found that there was more preference
for sons than daughters (1.4 sons vs 1.1 daughter).
The average 1ideal family size is 2.5. Fifty-
seven pércent prefered two children, fourty percent
prefered three to four, and two percent prefered one
child. Comparing desired family size ( in Table 3)
and 1ideal family size of the sample women, we noted
that the percentage of the women who desire two to
four children were similar to the percentage of women
whose ideal family size was two to four children.
Whereas the .percentage of women who desired only one
child is much higher than that of women whose
ideal family size was one child ( 6.3 vs 1.7 percent,

respectively ).
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4.3 FACTORS AFFECTING DESIRED AND IDEAL FAMILY SIZE
4.3.1 Number of living chiidren

One of the important factors influencing desired
family size is actual number of 1living children.
From Table 5, we can note that the desired family size
has a positive relationship with the number of
living children the women had at the time of
interview. When the number of 1iving children increased
from one to four and over, the mean number of desired
children increased from 2.2 fo 3.9. The mean number of
desired children was highest fOr women who had four or
more children; and was lowest for women who had no
children. Therefore, women who had more children desire
larger family size than those 'Who had fewer
children. Comparing desired and ideal family size
according to the number of 1iving children we find
that for women who had one or two children the average
desired family size is a little smaller than the aVerage
ideal family size. On the other hand, for women who had
three to four children, the average ideal family size
was smaller than desired family size ;

As mentioned above, women who had more children
tend to desire larger family size . On the other hand ,
when these women were asked "How many children do you
want more? " the result 1in Table 6 indicates that all

women  who had four children wanted no more
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table 5 Mean number of children desired and ideal

by number of 1living children

Number of

living children Desired F S Ideal F S
0 2.0 2.2
1 2.2 2.3
2 2.5 2.5
3 3.0 3.0
4 + 3.9 3.7
All 2.4 2.5
F.ratio 164.73 53.11
Level of significanpe 0.05 0.05
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Table 6 Percentage of women by number of additional
children and number of 1iving children

Number of - Number of 1living children

Additional

children

Desire 1 2 3 4

0 1.0 54.9 81.3 100.0

1 88.8 37.3 18.8 0

2+ 18.2 7.8 0 0]
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total 99 51 32 23
* Missing 95

* women had no living child at the time of the interview
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children. Eighty percent of the women who had three
children wanted no more. Fifty-five percent of the
women who had two children wanted no more children :

and most women (89 percent) who had one child wanted

32

additioné] children. Thus, women who had achieved'

" their number of 1iving children desired or exceed the

number children desired wanted no more children.
However, other women who did not achieve the desired
number of children wanteq more children. The
relationship between both desired and ideal family size
and number of living children  are statistically

significant.



o

4. 3.2 Age of women

Table 7 indicated that the mean number of
children desired by women in the younger age group( 15
to 24 years) is lower than that of the older age group
( 25 to 34 years), 2.2 and 2.3, respectively. The mean
number of children desired s highest 1in the
oldest group (35 to 44 ), 2.8 children. Thus, the
mean number of children desired increase as the
age of women increased.

The mean number of ideal family size also
increased as the age of woﬁen increased. The average
ideal family size ranged from 2.3 for youngest group
(15 to 24 years) to 2.7 for the oldest group (35 to 44
years ) in our sample. Therefore, we can conclude that
both desired and ideal famjly size increased as the age
of the women increased. Older women tend to have
larger families than younger women. The F-test
indicate that both the average desired and ideal
family size are statistically different between each

age group at 0.05 level of significance.

1958%
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Table 7 Mean number of desire and ideal

family size by women’s age group

Age group Desired F S Ideal F S
16 - 24 2.2 2.3
25 - 34 2.3 2.4
35 - 44 | 2.8 2.7
A1l age 2.4 2.5
F.ratio 17.09 13.84

Level of significance 0.05 0.05
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4.3.3 Residence

The difference between women in rural and urban
areas in desired and ideal family size is presented in
Table 8. The average both desired and ideal family
size of rural women is higher than that of urban
women. T-test showed that the relationship between
desired and ideal family size and women’s residence

is statistically significant.
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Table 8 Mean number of desired and ideal
family size by Women s’residence

Residence Desired F S Ideal F S
Rural 2.8 2.8
Urban 2.1 2.2
Al 2.4 2.5
t-value 8.32 8.55
Level of significance 0.01 0.01
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4.3.4 Education of women and husbands

Education is an 1important factor affecting
desired family size. As previous studies about
desired family size indicated, the relationship
between 'Adesired family size and education is
negative . Table 9 shows that the average desired
family size of 1111terate women was highest, 3.6
children, and the average desired family size of women
with primary school waéf higher than those with
secondary school education (2.7 and 2.2,

respéctive]y ). For women with a university education,

-the mean desired was lowest, Jless than two

éhi1dren. The relationship between desired family
size and women ’s education ‘'is statistically
significant. The result from an F-test shows that women
with higher education desire smaller family than those
with lower education. The table also shows ideal family
size of women with higher education is smaller than
those with lower education attainment.

The impact of husband’s education on desired
family size and ideal family size is similar to that of
women s’ education. As shows in Table 10; husbands with
higher educational attainment desired a smaller family
than those with lower educational attainment. Husbands
with primary school education desired more children

than husbands with secondary school education (2.7 and
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Table 9 Mean number of desired and ideal

family size by women ’s education

Education Desired Ideal Number of
of women F.S F.S cases
Illiterate 3.6 3.6 5
Primary school 2.7 2.7 137
Secondary school 2.2 2.3 113
University 1.9 2.1 45

A1l level 2.4 2.5 300
F.ratio 25.41 ‘ 26.62

Level of significance 0.05 0.05
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able 10 Mean number of desired and ideal

family size by Husband ’s education.

Education Desired Ideal number of
of husbands F.S F.S cases
Primary school 2.7 2.7 127
Secondary school 2.3 2.4 100
University. 2.1 N2 73
A1l Tevel 2.4 2.5 300
F.ratio 19.51 16.95

Level of significance 0.05 0.05
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2.3, respectively) ; while the mean number of
desired family size of husbands with university
education was even lower, 2.1 children. The table
also shows ideal family sise of husbands with higher
educational is smaller than those with lower education.
The relationship between both desired and ideal
family size and husband’s education is statistically

significant
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4.3.3 Occupation of women and husbands

Table 11 showed the mean number of desired and
ideal family size classified by women’s occupation.
Among three groups of women working outside their
home (‘farmers, workers and professionals ) we noted
that the mean number of children desired by farming
women is highest , 2.9 children. The mean number of
children of women workers and women who worked as
professionals is 2.5 and 2.1 children, respectively.

In addition, housewives desired fewer children than

women working outside their home. The re]ationship.

between woman’s occupation and désired family size is
statistically significant at 0.05 level. The average
number of ideal is similar to average desired family
size of each occupational group.

Table 12, we find that the mean desired number of
children was highest for farming husbands ( 2.9 ) and
lowest for husbands working as housewives (2.0 ).
Thus, desired and ideal family size of both women and
husbands who work as housewives are smaller than those
who work in other jobs. It is 11ke1y that people who
stay home may not earn enough money to afford more
children. Statistical test showed that husbands ’

occupation was related desired and ideal family size.

41



J &

¥

Retd

able 11 Mean number of

desired and ideal

family size by women s’ occupation

Occupation of Women Desired F.S Ideal F.S
Farmer 2.9 2.9
Worker 2.5 2.5
Professional 2.1 2.2
Housewife 2.0 2.2
All job 2.4 2.5
F.ratio 21.14 25.88
Level of significance 0.05 0.05
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’ able 12 Mean number of children desired and ideal

by Husbands

occupation.

Occupation of Husband Desired F S Ideal F S
Farmer 2.9 2.3
Worker 2.4 2.5
Professional 2.2 2.3
Housewife 1.9 28
A1l job 2.4 2.5
F.ratio 14.97 23.31
Level of significance 0.05 0.05
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Duration of marriage

Some studies done in Taiwan ( Sun, 1976 ) and
Thailand ( Knodel, 1987 ) showed that women with
1ongér marriage duration generally desired larger
fami1ies' than those who only married for a short
time; Table 13 indicates that the average desired
family size of women who were married less than
five years is low, 2.0 children. This increases to 2.3
for women who have been married five to nine years;
and the mean desired is highest among women who have
been married for ten years or more ( 2.8 children ).

Therefore, the average desired family size increased

when duration of marriage increased. Women who have

been married longer desire larger families than those
who have been married a short time. we can also
note that the average desired family size is almost
the same as the average 1ideal family size across

marriage duration categories. The result from F-test

indicates that the relationship is statistically’

significant.
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table 13 Average desired and ideal family
size by women’s duration of marriage

Duration of marriage Desired F S Ideal F S
0 - 4 years 2.0 2.2
5 - 9 years 2.2 2.3
10 + years 2.9 2.9
All 2.4 . 2.5
F.ratio 45,24 37.26

Level of significance 0.05 0.05
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4.3.7 Sex preference

Table 14 shows that most of the sample women ( 83
percent) preferred their first child to be a son,
preference for daughter and indifference were equally
very 10Q ( 