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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to find out problems and
opinions arising from the preparation of.EIA reports in the
points of view of mining project proponents and
environmental specialists attached to qualified consulting
firms. In this study, data were collected from a population
consisting of two groups : a group of 22 environmental
specialists and a group of 50 mining project proponents. The
study dealt with details about basic data and the general
condition of the subject population, opinions about the
preparation of EIA reports and effects related with project
implementation, opinions about the policies and roles of
government agencies regarding natural resource conservation
and mining activity, opinions about qualified consulting
firms, and opinions about the role of the Office of the
National Environment Board (ONEB) concerning with the
preparation of EIA reports. '

As the result of the study, it was found that with respect
to opinions about the preparation of EIA reports and effects
related with project implementation, the majority of the
groups of project proponents and specialists shared the view
that the preparation of EIA reports should be carried out
simultaneously with the laying of business plans of mining
projects so that project proponents will be able to solve
environmental problems during the prescriptions of the
mining concessions received. They also agreed to the
requirement that EIA reports be prepared.



As regarded opinions about the policies and roles of
government agencies regarding natural resource conservation
and mining activity, the project proponents and specialists
agreed that currently the government had laid down a policy
attaching equal importance to mining development and the
mitigation to the problem of environmental impacts. They
were of the view that ONEB should designate areas in which
mining activity should not be allowed and that the
preparation of EIA reports should apply to only areas which
are tourist attractions and areas of ancient remains and
ruins. \

In addition, with respect to opinions about qualified
consulting firms, the majority of the specialists shared the
view that currently the preparation of EIA report did not
duly to meet the standard and they needed to have more than
three months time for EIA report preparation, while the
project proponents wanted the preparation of EIA reports to
be completed within one month and wanted to reduce the
expense for EIA report preparation below the present level.
Besides, some of the operators were of the view that
investing for mitigation measures would be a short-term
problem for small and medium size mining projects, while
they expected that it would not be a problem for large-size
ones.

As regarded the opinions about the role of the ONEB
concerning the reviewing process, in the aspects of calling
for additional information, it was found that the majority
of both groups shared the view that the additional
requirements did not comply with the term of reference of
the study. Both groups felt that calling for such additional
documents and data would cause project proponents suffer
business damage to some extent. As regards opinions about
criteria and standards of EIA reports reviewing, both groups
felt that the reviewers were using unfixed criteria and
standards and there existed the need to establish the
qualifications of reviewers too. -

As for opinions about coordination with the ONEB, the
majority of both groups felt that they were receiving
convenience in respect of contacting for documents and
information and giving advice on the designation of terms of
reference and that they were receiving advice and assistance
regarding studying and report-preparing procedures.
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