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Abstract

The purpose of this study was twofold ; (1) to
determine the relationships among vulnerability, coping
strategies and other related variables, and (2) to
determine predicting factors of wvulnerability. Weisman s
theory of coping with cancer was used as a theoretical
framework. The convenience sample consisted of fifty
cervical cancer patients receiving radiotherapy at the
out-patient department of the Faculty of Medicine,
Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol University. Patients® coping
strategies were evaluated by interviews. Patients 'distress
symptoms and vulnerability were measured by Symptom
Distress Questionnaire and Omega Vulnerability Rating

Scale, developed by Weisman and Worden.

Results of the study reyealed that the first five
- most frequently idew tified coping strategies used were :
mutuality, negotiate feasible alternatives, confrontation,
rational inquiry, and cooperative compliance. Cooperative:
compliance and displacement were negatively correlated
with vulnerability, whereas vulnerability was positively
correlated with symptom distress. Marital status- was
related to both vulnerability and symptom distress in

that those patients who were married had higher



valnerability and symptom distress than those who were
nonmarried. Symptom distress was only a significant
predictor of vulnerability when it was used together with
marital status, cooperative compliance, and displacement
in the Stepwise Multiple Regression Analysis. However, in
Hierarchical Multiple Regression Analysis all four
variables ; marital status, cooperative compliance,

displacement and symptom distress were significant
predictors.

In conclusion, Weisman’'s theoritical framework was
only partially supported by this .study- Various
limitations of this study were presented. It is therefore

suggested that further research is needed before
conclusion could be made.
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