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Abstract

This thesis is a study of falling tone vocabularies in
standard Thai compared with Thai dialectg. It is based on the relation
between initial consonants and tone to find the writing system of
falling tone vocabularies. The studied Thai dialects are Northeastern
Thai (Chaiyaphum) ,Northern Thai (Chiangmai) and Southern Thai (Songkhla)
dialects.

This thesis is divided into six chapters. The first is |an
introduction. The second presents the tone system of standard Thai
and Thai dialects. The third explains the relation between falling
tone in standard Thai and tones in Thai dialects. The forth describes
the relation between tones and initial consonants in writing system
in each dialect. The fifth presents the result of comparison and

the sixth chapter is conclusion.




From the findings, tone system in Northeastern Thai and
Southern Thai dialects like standard Thai, i.e.? they have five tones
whereas the Northern dialect has six. The phonetic realization of
each tone vaires from dialect to dialect. By comparing 367 shared
vocabularies, it has been found that 225 words of standard Thai are
written in the same form as those of the three dialects, 59 are written
differently and so suggested forms of writting are given. Moreover,
there are some which do npt occur in certain dialects, some whose

tones are unsystematically related and some are borrowed from standard

Thai.
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