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Relationship between children's locus of control and preOperatlve
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate fhe relation=-
ship between children's internal=external locus of control and their
preoperative coping behavior. The factors which might affect locus
of control and their preopeiative coping behavior such as sex,
previous surgical experiences, and family's economic status were
also evaluateds

The sample was composed of 50 children whose ages were
between 8 to 12 years'whg were admitted for ear nose and throat
operation at Siriraj hospital and Chulalongorn hospitale The

instruments used in the study included the demographic data form,



the Nowicki=Strickland locus of control scale for children (Thai
versibn)..and the preoperative coping behavior forme

Data were analyzed by usiné means, t-test; one=way
analysis of variénce, and Pearson product moment correlation
cbefficient to test three hypotheses.

The results revealed fhat there were no significant
differences of%children's locué of control among different groups
of sex, previous surgical experlences, and family's.economic
status. 'Furtherﬁore, there were no significant differénces of
children's'preoperative coping behavior among different gfoups of
sex énd previous surgical experiences, however, there was a
significant difference of children's preoperative coping behavior
among different groups of family's economic status at the 05
level. The Newman=Keuls procedure was used to determiﬁe which
family's economic stétus groups differed significantly from
each others Thé results showed that children at low economic status
level had higher preoperative copingscbras(avoidant behavior) than
those who rated as middle or high economic status levele No
significant difference was found between the middle and the high
level groupss

Finally, it was found that there was a positive relationship
between children's locus of control and preoperative coping behavior
(¥ = o57, P L 4001)e That is, children who had internal locus of
control demonstrated more active coping behavior than those who had

external locus of control,
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