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ABSTRACT

This study aEtemptE to examine son preference among

Indian Hindus in Bangkok, Thailand. The roain objective of

thls study ls to find out uhether son preference existg

among the Indian Hindus in Bangkok and if it does whet.her

there is any link between son preference and conEraceptive

behaviour.

Snow balt sampling technique was used to select th€

respondents,and one hundred married males aged 20 and above

were intervier.ed.
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The stated behavlour ot sex preference ia strong but

the. attitude for son preference is moderate to weak. The

attitude is ueak for son preference among the respondent who

has college level of education and their own business as

source of family lncone. The ever use of contraception is

high among those rho has weak soh preference.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCT10N

1.1 INTRODUCTION,

The son preference and fertility has been

theoreticaLly central issue in South Asian countries

especially arnong Hindus . However enpirical evidence of

strong tinks between son preference and fertitity remains

more or lese elusive, partly because the relative effect of

modernization and partly because the link iteelf varles

across societies with different cultures.

In recent years some social scientists have tried to

relate sex preferene to actual behaviour guch as use of

contraception. Most of the study about son preference among

Hindus were done in India and Nepal where the vasE majority

of people are poor, less educated and noE modernized'

However guch studies among Indian Hindus outside the Indian

Subcontinent where the people live in different social and

cultural enviroments are rare.

The l{orld Fertility Survey (WFS) found very strong

son preference in Bangladesh, Nepal , Pakistan and South

Korea. The wFs results for Asia generally agree quite

closely wiEh the findings of williamson (1976), who reviewed

the literature on sex preferences throughouE the world'

several studLes refer to Ehe strong preference for sons

among Indian couples ( Freedman and Coombs, L974i sharma

^
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and arain, tgl 4l . According to the operations Research Group

of India, the son preference is gtill quite strong and had

not changed much over time'

The Eex preferences ls inportant due to it's

possible ihfluence on the process of family fornation

and fanlly slze- Couples rritb children of only one sex ' nay

go beyond their prefered famity size if desired sex

conposition of children is not achelved' If the probability

of having sonlt is the same for all individuals' sex

preference will not affect the sex ratio in the population''

but the expected family sLze rill increase rith

increaslng preference for one sex over the other '

llheretheidealfamilysi,zeislargetheinfluenceof
sex preference nay be reduced because the probability of

acheiving a particular sex is much greater $'hen there are

nore children- If the desired number of children is moderate

and there is strong preference for one sex of the child over

the oEher than the effects on fertillty would be pronounced'

This study atEempts to examine son preference among

Ehe Indian Hindus in Bangkok, Thailand' Thailand provides an

aDpropriate enviroment for thig subject' Geographically' the

country is not too far but at the same time it ie not too

close to India which is the native homeland of Hindu

cul ture .

culturally Thailand is differenE from India ln many



aspecta, but it also has had aone influence of the" Indian"

culture, both llinduism and Buddhistr through various contacts

in the distant paat. The relative difference in gocial and

economic developnent of the tr'o countries is another reason

uhy Thailand is an appropriate setting for this study'

Finally, in Thailand- egpecially Bangkok - there ls a

gubstantial nulrber of Indian Hindus ( although accurate

number of them iE not yet known). Considering a long

history of contact between Thailand and fndia, nany of those

who .are now llving in Bangkok nust have immigrated for a

Iong tine.
This study ras designed to increase the

understanding of both the values parents associate to the

children and how those values are reflected ln contraceptive

behaviour.

Thus the study has sought answers to practical ast

well as theoritical questions. It should be emphasized,

however that research Hae exploratory and its finding are

not conclusive. Neverthless, it was designed to provide a

broad baseline of knowledge upon which more specific atudies

can be built in the future.

2.2  0BJECTIVES

The  main  objeCtiVe  Of thiS Study  is  to  find  out

whether  gon   preference exlsts among the lndian Hindus  in



Bangkoki and if it does, whether

gocio economic characterstlcs

addition the EtudY also aims to

between son Preference of the

contraceptive behaviour.

3.3 REVIEW OF IJITERATURE

4

according to 6ome

respondents. In

the Iink, if atrY,

Hindus and thelr

lt varles

of the

identify
Indian

There has been extensive study about the son

preference in Asla but review all the llterature ls beyond

the ecope of thls study. Ilere, for the preaent study the

llterature review ls nalnly focusged on Hindus ln south

Asian countries

son Preference: An overview of south-East Asia

Sex preferences and preferences for sons in
partlcular, aE a deter[inant of fanlty slze have been well

docur0ent6d ln several Astan socleties although a deslre for

balanced number of sons and daughterE is also comnon

(tll1Iiamson,1-974, Arnold and Kuo,1984 ln Arnold and Llu

Zhaoxiang: 1986)

The value of children (VoC) Etudy in six Asian and

the Paclflc countries rePorted that the fanlly ELze Ls

Lnfluenced by son preference (Arnold et aI . ,1975) '
Continuity of fanlly .name, rellgious rltuals, old age
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security, ancestor xorahip and provislon of labour are

inportant reaEons for wanting 6ona. Hoyever, degree of guch

preferences varles subetantially fron one country to another

depending on such factors ag the level of econonic

devolopnentg, soclal norns, cultural and rellglous

practlces, narriage and fanlly ayatena, degree of

urbanizatLon, and the nature of eoclal eecurity syEten'

The pref€rence for son ls partlcularly pronounced in

developlng countrlea, in rural areag, and anong nore

traditlonal coupl€ of lower gocioeconomlc status. A crosg

cultural comparative etudy by Freednan and coombs (1974)

using secondary data ahow a clear preference for sons in

Korea, Taiwan and IndLa -

fhe deslre for children ls lnherent in the

tradltlonal Indlan soclety Elnce chlldren are neans to

perpetuate customs and ancestral lineg to provide economic

and old ag€ support for parents, to act as an agents of

change ln life Etytes, values and goa1E, and to perforn the

role of provlding love and affectlon as xeII as

strengthening the marltal bond (Basu, Roy and Nikhil,1979:

ilairath,lg?5) More chlldren ln general are deslred anong

Indlan coupleg, but lt ls epeclflcally eona who aro nost

deslred. Thig dlfferentlatlon arises out of the patrillneal

nature of lndlan goclety,ln whlch the type and number of

roleg expected of daughters are nore linlted ln scope than

those expected of a son (Das,1984). Therefore lt Is stlIl



)

,

6

6ex preference, especlally the desire for aons' that

Etrongly lnfluences the couple deciaion regarding addltlonal

fertllity at all stages of farnily bullding'

Parents place a great pr€niun on son because in nost

SouthAgianculturerfo[enaredependentonDenandare
excluded frou naigtreau econonic activitles' Parenta

attitude toxardE glrlg Is that narrl'ed ronen can not do

anything for their natal kln becauae exogaDoua narralge ig

prefered. Daughtera are considered as transitory nemberg '

U6ua11y a wonan,s position is not recognized and secure

unless the produceE at leaEt one Eon' DaughterE are well

educated largly for statuE purposes and to narry them to

high status nen. tthey are not regponslble for economlc

contrlbutlonstothehougehold.Peoplealsopreferlarger
nunber of aons becuge they are the agsets to the famlly in

caseofexternalthreat.Girlshavebeengivenlessfreedom.
Society does not approve tha nlxing of girls to the boys ' If

a glrl shors her love to anY

ie Eeen to be low.

boy the preEtige of that fanilY

In Hlndu culture xhere the conplex characterstics of

caste and clan ls atlll prevalent, a daughter who ls rnarrled

to another cast€ by love rnarraige, can cause damage to

famlly's preatlge. tove and lntercaste narriage are found

only in hlgher socitieg in urbanised area. There ie

enotional difficulty tor the parentE when the glrls reacheg

puberty . The glrts are not eupposed to nlx uith th€ people
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of opposlte aex and parenta haE to tako extra care for then'

It any prenartlal gexual contact takes place( or even that

ls Just a runour ) the rarrl'age for that girl becones very

dlfficult. There lE a strong social preaEure for the parents

to [arry thelr children out aa early as poselble and nost

of the parenta like that because they can feel great

relleve after marrying the daughter.

Above aII the doxry ayaten has nade the gltuation

rorst because the denand ls usually very high and lf not

Det, narrlge can not took place even the two fanily aro

agreed on another aspect of narriage. Thus gocietal preasure

and customE are constantly exertlng anxiety to the parents

how their daughter rill get a good huaband and fanlly and lf

the family llfe of daughter ig not happy that anxlety

renalns for ever. Thle ls becauge the divorce ls rare in

Hindus. Though there is legal provigLon to take dlvorca for

both husband and rlfe, practlcally 1t ie unconnon because

wonen after dLvorce has no chance of renarrLage and

vulnerable to be explolted due to unsupport and insecurlty

ln her life. It ls also difficult to get a good wife for the

nale too unleEs he ig quite rlch and In a good positlon.

NonethelesE the man posltlon ls stlll far bett€r than women.

If a family ln Hindu society have more daughters they are

under more and repeated preEEurea. Thls nay be one of the

most importint reagong for wantlng fewer daughters than sons

anong most couplee ln Hindu goclety.
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In context of th€ lllndu soclety of Indla' ltandanl

(19?3) rrltea that the first duty of narrled ronen ls to

becone a nother, her Dharma (duty) is to bear 'children

particularly sons and I's to acquire econonic proEperlty aa

ultlnate goa1. Thls ts lllustrated in the following

renarks nade by an elderly farner to llandani:

"You $ere trying to convlnce ne in 1950 that I

Bhould not have any rore aons. Now, you see , I have six

sonE and tro daughterE and I ait at hone ln lelsure' They

ar€ grorn up and they brlng ne noney" (1973:109).

Horrever a study of ltaharagtra villages in Indla

where 8?t of the villagere depend on farning for their

livellhood, has revealed a contradictory flntllng . Here lt

ras found that havlng son uas no guarantee even for o1d age

securlty for parents ( Vlassoff and V1assoff, 1980)

son preference and Hindu Religion

To llindus, chlldlessnese Is a slgn of oxtreme

weakness; lt Is preferable to have female children than no

chlldren at aII. But, whil.e the enployment opportunities for

romen and the doHry syston nean that fenale childran grol, up

to be economlc Ilab1lties for their families, the value of

male chlldren to the famlly ls at once economlc and

splritual . The ceromony ca1led sraddha, uhlch I's conducted

followlng a persons death and lncludes the splitting of the
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deceased akull and llghtning the funeral pyrs to releaee the

Eoul, can be Derforned only by a 8on' In the absence of a

Eon, the ceronony cannot be perfornedi Ln the absence of

sraddha, a 6oul ie not likely to attaln Ealvation ( KangaE

C. Lree, 1984)

Illndu rellgion requiree that parents be buried by

thelr eone. (Mandelbaun 1974 citedt In Tleeks' 1989)

MaIthuE vaa very anare of thLs atinulus to fertility

ln rndia and,ln his EaEEy on Population, quoted an Indian

Ieglalator uho urote that under Hindu lar a nale helr ig "an

object of thE flret lnportance. By a Eon a [an obtains

victory over aII people, by a son'E son he enjoys

lumorallty, and afterltards by the son of that grandson he

reaches the golar abode. (Halthus,18?2:115 cited ln l{eekg 1989}

son preference, Family size and Contraceptive Behaviour

The najorlty of Indian ranted chitdren of both sexes

but expressed a etronger preferences for the sona (ORG'1971) '

The parity progression ratlos ( the probabillty of going on

to parity X+1 from X) of thege couples were little

l.nfluencedbythesexofchildrenalreadyborn,althoughit
ras found that couples lrho had only daughtorE rer€ the 1€a6t

Ilkely to lrant no more children and xanted the largest

number of additional children, partlcularly sonE (Sharma and

aldln, Lg74t. Overall the analyses ghow that I'deals about

the desirabllity of gons do not greatly affect reproductlve
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perfor[ance, but aDong contraceptive uEera' particularly

acceptors of terninal Dethds' sone direcE correlation ia

seen betxeen the nutrber of survlving sona and fanlly

planning acceptance (sharna and iJain' 197{}

At each parity a hlgher proportion ot couples rith no

sons Hent on to next child than dld those xho already had

one or nore aons. Repetto (1970) found no guch effect on

the assumption that couples l'ho have son flrgt Hill curtall

cirifa bearing Eooner than thoEe Yho have daughter flrst by

exanlning blrth order data by aex of children' for coupleg

of completed fertillty.
Nepal Fertility Survey(19?6) shore influence of

strong aon preference on the nunber of chlldren desired'

For exanple lt was found that women l'ith one gon and one

daughter rere alnost three times more likely to Uant no norg

children as compared rlth somen Hho had two living daughters

and no son.

Karkt (1988) has concluded that Eon preference le

nalnly due to socio-cultural reasons rather than economic

reasons . He has found that Eon preference for economic

reason 1s weakening In Nepal ' He found that famlly slze

greferences and ths declelon to practlce contraceptlon are

both affected by son preference. vlrtually no couple without

son, practlce contraception . Among those who reported

contraceptlve uEe, the mean nunber of llvlng sons uas

hlgher than the mean number of llvlng daughters'



Bairagl and

of Bangladeeh that

uonen desl're at

proportlon of song

are nore llkely

11.

Langaten (1985) have found In their 6tudy

aon preference I'g very strong but 98t of

Ieast one daughter. wonen rlth a hlgher

are legs llkely to xant nore chlldren and

to. practice contraception and to be

sterl l ized.

The effect of gex preference indicates the prevalence

of contraceptlve uae for couples at 6ach parity' At every

parlty level couples xho have only daughters are liss

tilrgly t€ bc urtilE €ontr.ccDtt@ than couple's l{ho have at

least on€ son. Couple's sho do not have at least one Eon are

grrtlcularly lverse to tho uee of Bterlllzation (Arnold and

Zhaoxiang: 1986).

Rron the llterature review lt can be concluded that

son prefarence ig one of the nost inportant feature among

Hlndu fanlly. However xhether or not the Ealne type of

preference exlste anong. the Hlndus who live outside their

traditlonal homeland is an empirlcal quegtion and will be

addregsed in the prbeent study.

This study guffers to a minor extent due to sone

llnitatlone. Flrst, gince the exact nuuber of Indian Hindus

ln Bangkok lE unknown, it 1g dlftlcult to draH a well

representatl.ve gauple. Itlthin a linited tine one hundred

lndivldualg uere lntorviewed. 'Second, glnce lt ls

inconvenlent to have cooperatlon of both husband and rlfe ln

the lnterview, only husbands are conslderd.
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CHAPTER TWO

METHODOLOGY

This chapter describes the nethOd010gY Of the  studv。

Detal■ information about the sanp■ e design, Se■ eCtiOn of the

samp■er the questiOnnaire design′  the field surVey and  data

procesSing are discussed be10W。

1.■ STUDY DESIGN AND SOURCE OF THE DATA

This atudy ie deslgned to adress son preferenc€ anong

the Indlan Hlndus ln Bangkok . To acheive the goals of thg

study, it ig neceltsary to exanine flrEt rhether son

preference exietg anong the sanple populatlon, and lf tt

does, how Etrong lt ls. The Etudy then wllI further examlne

if there ia gone lndlcatlon of possible relatlonehlp betxeen

gon preference and contraceptlve behaviour anong the Eanple

population.

To neasure son preference and lt'E gtrength a set of

questlons is included ln the questlonnaire whlch are meant

to obtain information on nunber of living chlldren, degired

number of chtldren, preference for sEx of chitdren, ldeal

number of chlldren and attltude about the sex of chlldren'

In additlon, 6ome queetions on background information

of the reEpondents are aIEo lncluded for a conparatlve

purpoge Elnce Eon Preference, rhen lt exista, may Yary
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according to the respondents socio-econonlc background ' The

infornation n€eded includeg age of the reapondent ' educatLon'

place of birth, fanlly Lncone and vlgit to the tenpl€ aa an

lndlcator of the reapondents' rellgloeity'

Finally as the analyais ains to undergtand posslble

link betrreen son preference and contraceptivg behavlour a

quegtion on contraceptlve experience ls also lncluded '
The field rork fron which the data for thig study

are drawn wag conducted in october 1989 and rae conpleted

ln Decenber 1989.

A6 the tine uas rather llnlted for the field survey

and the population to be etudled xaa largely unknown, snot'

ball gampling technlque ras used to collect the data'

Altogether one hundred reapondents, all male uhoee rives

aged below 50 rore lntervlered-

The reason for lnterviewlng only husband ras that

nale can be more accessible. The ldea of fauily planning ls

a very sensltlve natter particularly alrong women ln Hindu

rellglon. So the Lnfornation about f,amily planning could not

be easlly obtalned from wonen. HuEbandE are nore appropriate

to give the data slnce they have more powerful decisions on

fanily nattera lncluding contracoptlve use.

Snow ball eaupllng mgthod 1g usually applled xhen

the researcher does not have a speclflc target group pre-

selected for lntervLewlng ln llne wlth a gpecLflc purposelr '

It ie uEed mainly to recruit key-lnfornants, to collect
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background data on the connunlty ' and/or trace the

connunity's exlsting gocLal netrork' Tho regearcher flrgt

selecta a focal polnt ln the connunlty, u8ually a recognlzed

leader. The lntervier content Day vary dependlng on the

research topic itaelf and the purpoae of lntervlel' ' Wh€n the

lntervier is conpleted, the reEoarcher thould aEk hls key-

infornant to recomnend other pereonE rho can be intervlEved

onthesanellneg.Inthia$ay,snorballsanpllnglavery
glnrll'artoareferalsysten.Snowballgaupllngbeglnsat

one focal point and spreada out as the tine passes' Ehe

regearcher rill know beforehand the exact nunber of

lndlvlduals ln the sanpLe rhich raiges the questlon aE to

flhen the ganple 1g adequate in slze ( Yoddunnern- Attlg et'

eI .,1988).

For the purpoEe of present study, the focal point

fron whlch reEpondents are identlfied 1g a Hindu temple'

Here nost of the Indlan Hindus come to rorshlp every Eunday'

From the very etart the chlef of the Hindu Samaj was

approached to conduct thls atudy and also discussed about

his help. He assured his heIp. Through hlm the lnveetigator

rraE introduced to gome people on Sunday with l'hom the

lntervlEw

respondent

xa6 atarted. After ftnlshlng each lntervietr the

was aeked to lntroduce other respondents '



2.2 TBB qI'ESTIONIIAIRE

For the purpose of preEent study about the 8on

preference and contraceptlve b€havlour anong Indl-an Eindue

ln Bangkok a short questlonnalre waE deslgned to collect

inforration.
Ttre questlonnal're begins wlth quegtions on background

characterstLcE of the regpond6nte. These questions rere

aeked to each eligible respondent to provide a "prof116" and

pernit nore ueanlngful analysls of the survey data' The data

derlved fron these guestions provlde an overall descriptlon

of thg characterstlcs of the saDpled reapondentE '

The queatlonnalre ras pretested on 7 caseg . After flnlshing

the preteEt dLscussions were nade rith the gupervisors

about the pioblens encountered. Baaed on the results fron

the preteEt, fer queatLons which had no slgnlflcance to the

reapondentE "td no variation ln the reaponsten rere deleted'

Moreover, the sequence of the questlonnaire raa nodifled to

lnprove the loglcal flow. After the raviglon the flnal

queetlonnalre for the lntervlew Has flnallzed'

3.3 FIEIJD SURVEY

Th€ investigator hlmself conducted interviews to all

the . respondents. Uogt often the language used was Hlndi'

Englleh wag used ln a few cases onIy.

15
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The fleld work ras carried out fro[ the first reek

of october to the flrgt week ot Decbnber ' As respondents of

this survey waa rostly located ln the Bangkok Metropolitan

area (BMA), xhere Eost ot the populatlon uaB norking in

buginess and aE s€rvlce people ' the gtrategic plannlng of

lntervlewonreekendsandholldayswereeffectivein
Iocating th€ reEDondenta and ln gettlng their cooperatlon '

There Yere sone problens lnvolved ln the fleld rork'

uogtofthenwerenotgerlous.MostofthereEpondentgare
doing buelness and thelr tine ig linited' Thls resulted ln a

long walt before each lnterview. Another lnportant problen

Has that Eorne repondeirts were reluctant to glve thelr nans

and address lnspite of the fact that they rere tol'd before

the intervier about the purpose and acedenic nature of the

EUrVey.

Due to the fact that the tine for thls Etudy raa

ahort and lnterview ras rather slow than antlcipated

earller, the code book waE prepared in advance for all the

questions except open ended questlons. Data entry rras done

lmneddiately followlng lntervlew ln each reek using SPss./PC.

Th6 data flle vas prepared ln euch a way that lt could be

easlly used as input to programs ln the statlstcal Package

for the Soclal Sclence(SPSS).

)

′
)

)

:



CHAPTER THREB

ANAIJYSIS OF SON PREFERENCE

AT{D CONTRACEPTIVE BEITAVIOUR

Thlg chapter analyses the aon preference and

contrac€ptlve behavlour. A brlef Eulnloary of the

characteratics of the respondents Drovldes a reference for

lnterpreting the findinge of th16 gtudy.

To show the aon preference anong Indlan llindus

in Bangkok the data nere analysed assunLng that if a

reglrondent' xho already haE one or nore llvlng sons rant to

have more aons, the concluglon for Eon preference can be

drawn. The other rray to support the above xay of analyEing

data, the respondente uere agked to choose the 3ex

conpogltlon of the children It they could have only one,two

or three children. The reapondents were also asked about

thelr ldeal nunber and sex conblnatlon of chlldren if they

could Etart thelr fanlly bulldlng all over again'

For n€aulrrlng the attltudes about aex preference of

chlldren the respondentg were asked a EerLee of questlons'

The anslrers to whlch can indlcate aon preference over

daughter. The quegtlon aeked have the additlonal advantage

to eee how the reepondents think about sex preference ln a

practlcal clrcumstances. This approach provldes considerably

nore lnslght lnto the level of such preference uith aome

soclo-economlc background varlablee than the tradltional

approach of Juet knowlng the value of chlldren'
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get of 8 attitude itens were pregented to

reEpondents ln order to eliclt reaponses that would shed

Ilght on attltude toxard gex ot chlldren that could not

revealed by structured questlonnaireg ' Each of the ltem Yag

a atate[ent of an opinion nhich bears some religlous'

goclal and econonlc lnportance of aon'

Three dlfferent reEponsen rere given for th€

reapondents to chooae: gtrongly agree, ag^ree and digagree'

gcoreE arbitarily agslgned to each response range fron 1 to

3 pointe. fhus total score value a regpondent night get

ranges fron the nininum of eight to the naxl'nun of txenty

four. 8-13= weak preference, 14-18= nodereats preference and

19 and above= atrong preference. ( gee questions ln

appendix) .

Responses to tho attltude items were aleo analyzed wlth

regard to soclo-economic statuE of the reapondent to see the

dlfference In eon preference anong sanple populatlon

1.1 CHARACTERSTICS OF THE SAMPLE

Table 3.1 shows that about 80 t of the respondent

are belor 4o yeais of age. The nean age of the reapondents

1g 32.8 y€ars. Thus nost of the respondents are 1n the prime

reproductive Epan and/or ln the. nlddle Etage of fanlly

fornatlon. The mean age at marriage of the reBpondents is

22.g y€ars. The number of living chil'dren 18 up to four ln

,



about 93 t of the respondent ' fhs ldeal fanIly size of

respondent Is 2.7 children on ths average' l{early all

respondent have gecondary and college level of education'

lrost of them havo college 1eveI of education' The fact that

nost of the reEpondents have high level of education is not

surprielng. The sanple nainly coming frotr Bangkok and also

due to selective nl-grantion fron India.

Tab1e 3.1 aIEo Ehoxs that nearly half of the

respondentE have their own buglness Hhlle a aubstantlal

nunber of then are employee ( 16 t) and gelf-enployed (31

t). About half of the respndents xere born in Thailand. The

rest rere born in India. Those born in fndla, uajority are

fron Uttar Pradesh.

・９
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Table 3.1 Characteratlce ot the ReEpondents

Characterstlca Percent

Age

20-29
30-39
40+

Mean age
Mean age at marriage

Number tt Living Chl■dren

Mean idea■  fami■ v size

Mean additiona■  chi■dren desired

Education

Primary
Secondary
col■ege

Source tt Fam■lv
income

Own Business
Emp10yee
Se■ f―emloyed
others

P■ ace of Birth

Thal■and
lndia

UP
Punjab
Delhi
CuJrat

39
40
21
32.8
22.9

０

■

２

３

４

５

６

■6
18
■8
2■

20
5
2

2.7

1.3

■

８

■

２

７

０

６

１

３

５

１

３

２

８

　

５

■

１

１

５

４

　

４
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2.2 EVIDENCE OF SON PREFERENCE

Table 3.2 lndlcateE that noet of the respond€nts who

wanted to have Dore Sons are thoEe nho had no Eon or have

only one son. The deglre for more gons is two tines greater

than a[ong those wlth no aong than Hith one aon ' The percent

xanting nore sonE decreaaea when the nunber of llving aons

are DorE than two. The deslre for gon appears to be nore

rhen the number of livlng daughter is one and above ' over

all the degire for daughter ig less than son lrr€spective of

number of lllvlng son or llvlng daughter'

Table 3.2 Percentage of Respondent xho xant aon and daughter
by nunber of living gon and daughter

Nunber of llving
chlldren

Percentage Hho uant nore children

daught€r

Nunber of livino son

No son

One son

Txo EonE or nore

Nunber of livinq 'dauqht€r

t{o daughter

One daughter

Tlro daughters or more

０

　

３

　

１

３

　

１

８

　

７

１

23

16

5.

３

　

２

　

０

２
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Tabre 3.3 reveals that practically all respondents

prefertohavegoniftheycouldhaveonlyonechlldandno
bodywouldliketohave2daughteriftheycouldhave,three
children. This obvlously shows that there is son preference

Ln the sample Populatlon'

Table3.3Percentageofrespondent-wanttohaveson'gi";" " filpothetilal number of chLldren

Glven number of children Percentage

1 child

t{ant eon 100

I{ant daughter 0

2 chlldren
991 son 1 daughter

2gon 1

02 daughter

3 children

2 son 1 daughter 99

2 daughter 1 son 1

3son 0

3 daughter 0

-:\

|
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overallTable3.4ahoUssonispreferednorethan

daughter. But people want to have at least one daughter '

uhere the ideal nunber of children is odd like 1 and

3 the reapondenta prefer thelr 6ex conposltion to be

conslstlng of nore sona than daughterg ' But the respondenta

flant to have one daughter too' ThiE is quite obvious when

the ideal number of chlldren ls nore than one' t{hen an odd

nurber of children ii given, and the number of Eona and

daughters can not be equal , I'n nost developing countrles a

high proportion of wonen chose txo boys for three chlld

fanlly and three boys for flve child farilv' But with an

even nunber, shere balance in sex conposltion Is posslble

for exanple Korea, a conslderable proportion prefer three

than two sons. ( Preednan et eI,19741 .

The reason for thls may be due to eocietal norma

still prevalling ln developing countries for the blas torard

son. Table 3.4 also suggegts that ideal fanily aLze la

decreasingandthlgHouldleadtomorefavourableattitudea
for future reductLon ln fertility among the fndlan coupleE'

)

)

)
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Table 3.4 Percent distrlbutl.on of respndent wlth ldeal
number and sex combination of chlldren

Ideal number and
sex comblnation percentage

1 child ( N= 2l

son onlY

daughter onlY

! childrqn ( N=17)

1 son
.

1 daughter

2 son

2 daughter

f children ( N= 81)

2 son 1 daughter

2 daughter 1 aon

3 son

3 daughter

２

　

０

７

　

７

■

　

１

０

■

０

０

８

)

!
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3.3 IJEVELS AND DIFFERENTIAIJS IN SON PREFERENCE

Table 3.5 thors that nearly all respondentg have

reaktonoderateaonpreference.Thieguggestthatthough
thelrstatedbehavlourshogEthesonpr€ferencebutthe
attltudeaeetratobechanglng.ThlswouldleadthecouplEto
llmlt thelr fanllY glze in future'

Table 3.5 Dlstribution ot respondenta according to the'
lgvelE on Eon Preference

gcor€ value Level of Preference Percent

■9+

■4-18

8-■3

strong

moderate

rreak

2

49

49

According to the data In Table 3'5 age of the

respondent does not ehor any relatlon to the intensity of

aon preference among Indian Htndus in Bangkok' Thls findlng

ia different from the norm that rrhen the couple is young the

preference for gex is vaak. This change of attitudes comes

through hlgher education and wlde coverage of IEc progranme '

Though the men and xomen are veII aware of thelr sex

preference fron early chldhood they can be notivated easily

lhere the soclo-economlc conditlong are favourable'

cenerall.y this Ls not the case ln tradltlonal eocietlee

lhere once the attitude Is establlished, lt ls hard to

change .
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fhe attitude for gon preference ls reak anong the

reepondents rith college level of education' Thls type of

flntllng is found ln noat of the Etudy on son preference' The

htghly educated [an can better understand the IEc component

ot national population and fanily planning progratnme ' self

dependent and can bettEr take thelr declgi'on in a nodern way

rllth the prevalllng norma at present avoidlng the

traditional thought for son prefernce'

Source of tanlly lncone definitely shors that aon

preference ls weak a[ong the reapondents rho have thelr orn

buslness vhlch neang a better off econonlc statuE' one of

the nost inportant reasonlt for rranting a aon is econonlc

support in old age. Thls ls true particularly

societies such as fndla and Nepal uhere most

are poor. But the respondents xho have thelr orn busineeg do

not aeen to place much irnportance to the son for old asb

gecurlty, rhile the respondent rhoga gource of income ls

elther by employment or Eelf- emplolment have noderate son

preference. There is no clear dlfference for the son

preference between the people born ln Thailand and Indla'

Both of them have weak preference. The poaslble reason

appears, to be nodernizatlon, urbanlzatl'on, goclal change

soclo-cultural transformation and soclal assluilation.

ｎ

　

ｆ

ｉ

　
　
０

tradl tional
the people
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and soclo
Tab■e  3.6

:::1:11:nthai::モ :r:tit3

CharacterEtlcs strong [oderate reak Tota■

ACe

20-29

33-39

40+

EducatiOn

Tota■

Prinary

SecondarY

college
TotaI

source of familv lncone

Orn buslnesg

Enployee

SeIf-enployed

Others
TotaI

Place of blrth
Thailand

India
Total

VisiE to the TemPle

Every Sunday
on special occagion
RareIy
Never

Total

■

　

１

24

17

8
49

■

19

29
49

14

22

■3
49

39

40

2■

1002

７

　

２

９

４

４

４ ２

　

４

　

３

　

３

４ ９

1

28

71
100

49

８

　

０

　

８

１

　

２

０

　

７

７

１

　

　

　

１

１

４

３

■

９

３

１

　

　

４

50

■6

3■

3
100

２

２

■

１

42

39
81

52

48
100

49
40
■0
■

■00

■7
25
7

49
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{.4 SOt{ PREFERENCE AND CONTRACEPTIVE BEHAVIOUR

The 6ver uae of contraception raE highest among thoae

uho hava weak son preference. The ever user of contraceptlon

are nearly trro tinee higher anong thoEe with xeak 8on

preference than flho have uoderate aon preference'

Table 3.7 Respondent in percentage who ever practlced
contracePtlon bY son Preference

son preference percent ever ulte of contraception

Strohg

lloderate

lfeak

0

26

49

75Tota■

There is strong son preference . anong Indlan Hindus in

Bangkok when the stated behavlour for Eon preference 1g

analysed but the attitudnaL indlcatorg shov noderate to

reak preference for eon. The attltude for Eon preference ls
weak anong thoge rrho have college level of education and own

business. Age and place of blrth do not show any relatlon

to the levelg of son preterence. The use of contracEption ls
hlghest anong those who have weak son preference.

ヽ

ヽ

,

ヽ

,

I

)
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5.5 DISCUSSION AND CONCIJUSION

Because of the nature of the aanple used for son

pr€ference and contraceptlve behavlour anong Indlan Hindus

In Bangkok the findlnge to be gunnarized here can be

generalizedtoallnltedextent.Alltogetheronehundred
reapondente, all nale rhoge rlveg aged belor 50 rere

lntervlewed. The r€agon for lnterviewing nale xag that the

idea of family plannlng ls a very sensltive natter anong the

sonen ln xindu reli.glon and.also husband has more powerful

decigions on chlld bearlng and contradeptive use' Snow ball

sanpllng technlque uag used to collect the data'

Thle study ahorrs that all noat all the couples do not

degire roore than three chlldr€n. Their ldeal tarnlly aLze is

three and thelr ldeal sex conposttion of children 1g txo

sons and one daughter.

fndlan Hlndus prefer aons to daughtera because of

relative inDortance of the roles that EonE play in the

fanlly llfe. Contlnulty of fanily nane, old age security and

performing rellqlous rituals are the important reasons for

wantlng son.

The desire for son appears to be more when the nunber

of livlng daughter ls one and above. over all the deslre for

daught,er ls lees than aon lrreEpectlve of number of llvlng

son or livlng daughter. AIl respo;ldenta prefer to have son

if they could have only one chtld and no body would like to

have trro daughters lf they could have three children.
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llhen asked nhat their ldeal fanlly size and Bex

conpoeltlon xould be lf they t{ere to start thelr fanlly llfe

aII again, about txo perc€nt respondent dld not want any

glr1. Rest of then xanted at leaat one gLrl in their fanily

trainly for religious DurposeE

Trre econonlc notive to have nany children nay be

changlng ln llindu communlty because of small fanily gize'

The nean ldeal familY El.ze ig about 2'3 chlldren and nean

additional chlldren desired ls 1'3' Thus the findlngs are Ln

support of a Ehlft towards emall famlly eize

Higher asplrations and less percel'ved econonic

benefit fron the son nay be the ltrportant regon for th€ weak

preference atrong the reepondent rho haa hlgher level of

education and own businegs aB source of fanlly lnconE '

The ever use of contraception is highest atnong the

reapondents who have weak preference'

Although Indian Hindus in Bangkok exprese a strong

deelre for aons but their attitude 1g changlng toxards

noderate to rreak preference and thls rould lead to nore

favourable attitude for future reduction ln fertillty among

Indlan couples.
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Questionnaire ID ilo 
-

SON PREFERENCE AND CONTRACEPTIVE BEHAVIOUR
AMONG INDIAN HINDUS IN BANGKOK

' Name of. Respondent

)         Address:       No Soi

) str..t

' ,ietrict

)

' Date of interview

)

)

)

●

Sub―district

Bangkok
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1. Respondent's gender

( ) MaIe ( ) Fema1e

2. Hol, old are you at your last birthday?

years

3.what is your curent marital Etatus?

( ) Married ( ) Separeted

. ( ) Dlvorced ( ) Widowed

4.What is the highest level of formal education
that you comPleted?

( ) ElementarY( ) secondary

( ) College ( ) otherE(sPecifY)

5. t{hat is the highest level of formal educatlon
that your spouse completed?

( )ElementarY( ) SecondarY

( t college ( ) otherg(sPecifY)

6.Where Here You born?

( ) Thailand

( ) India Which State?

( ) Other countries (Specify)

7. If born outside Thalland at what age did you
move to live here?

Years o■d

＞

　

０

，

j

Age
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３

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

8. Where lras Your father born?

( ) In Thalland

( ) In India which state?

( ) In other countriea ( SPecifY)

9. what i6 the language you usuallv speak at hone?

( ) Thai

( ) Punjabi

( ) Hlndi

( ) English

( ) others (specify)

lo.I{hat iE the main source of your family incone?

( ) own businesg

( ) Enplorrurent in Business

( ) Snall trade,/vending

( ) other (sPecify)

11. At the time of your marrlage uhat type of
marriage did You have?

( ) Arranged marriage

( ) tove marriage

( ) Other (SpecifY) 

-

12. How old were you when you got married?

age 

-

13. How rnany children do you and your spouse have now?

ToEaI children
Son

Daughter

奮 ′



38

ヽ

ゝ

（
　

ぅ

■4.D0

HOW

■5。

you want tO haVe any

く  )N0

(  )YeS

more Children?

IIow manY son?

nany daughters?

What is your most inportant reason for having a son?

16. flhat ie your'nost inportant reason for
having a daughter?

1?. suppose you can have only the tolloring
'" ;ffi;;-oi-children vhat nunber of each gex

ao Voo Prefer to have?

BoY GlrI

one child onIY

Two children -
Three children

18. suppose vou just besin-vour !i1i1l'lif"'--- 
t "i' ,u"y- children would you prerer

Tota} no. of children

how many son

how manY daught'ers

19. Do you agree or disagree to the following

一　　　　　　　　　　　　一　　　　　　　　　　　　一

一　　　　　　　　　　一　　　　　　　　　　一

一　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　一　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　一

statements?

Parents ulthout a
enjoy heaven.

S tronglY
agree agree

son can not

dl e agree

Family sccession Is imPossible -
wlthout a son.
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After narriage daughters can
take as good care to the
parenta as do the sons.

couple trho have achieved the
nunber of children but no son
should continue to have children
untit they have at least one son'

t{ithout a son it is dificult to-
increase familY ProsperitY.

couple without a son is
insecure ln o1d age

couple should not care about
social pressur€ and norns to
have at least one son-

Couple without son does not
need synpathY from others .

20. Did you or Your Epouse ever use
nethods to Prevent births?

family planning

・ヽ
′
　　
　
　
ヽヽ
　
　
・ヽ′

)N0

2L. lt yes are You using.it now ?

)N0 》 YeS

What  method ?

22. HOW Often do you visit temp■ e
for re■ igious purpoSe?

》 YeS

What method?

( ) Every Sunday

( ) on special occasion onIY

( ) RareIY

( ) Never

′
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