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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to examine son preference among
Indian Hindus in Bangkok, Thailand. The main objective of
this study is to find out whether son preference exists
among the Indian Hindus in Bangkok and if it ddes whether
there 1is any link between son preference and contraceptive
behaviour.

Snow ball sampling technique was used to select the

respondents,and one hundred married males aged 20 and above

were interviewed.
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The stated behaviour of sex preference is strong but
the‘ attitude for son preference is moderate to weak. The
attitude is weak for son preference among the respondent who
has college level of education and their own business as
source of family income. The ever use of contraception is

high among those who has weak son preference.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ABSTRACT

LIST OF TABLES

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1. Introduction
2.2. Objectives

3.3. Review of Literature

CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY
1.1. Study Design and source of the Data
2.2. The Questionnaire
3.3. Field Survey
CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSIS OF SON PREFERENCE AND
CONTRACEPTIVE BEHAVIOUR
1.1. Characterstics of the Sample
2.2. Evidence of son preference
3.3. Levels and Differentials in son preference
4.4. Son preference and Contraceptive Behaviour

5.5. Discussion and conclusion

REFERENCES
APPEENDIX

QUESTIONNAIRE

Page

iii

11
15
15

18
21
25
.28
29

31
34
35



Table

3.1

3.2

LIST OF TABLES

Page
Characterstics of the Respondents 20
Percent of Respondent who want son and daughter
by number of living son and daughter 21
Percentage of respondent want to have son, .
given a hypothetical number of children 22
Percent distribution of respondent with ideal

" number and sex combination of children 24
Distribution of respondent according to
the levels of son preference 25
Respondent score with demographic and socio-
economic characterstics 27

Respondent in percentage who ever practiced
contraception by son preference

28



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION.

The son preference and fertility has been
theoretically central issue in South Asian countries
especially among Hindus . However empirical evidence of
strong links between son preference and fer;ility remains
more or less elusive, partly because the relative effect of
modernization and partly because the 1link itself varies
acroés societies with differenf cultures.

In recent years some social scientists have tried to
relate sex preferene to actual behaviour such as wuse of
contraception. Most of the study about son preference among
Hindus were done in India and ngal where the vast majority
of people are poor, less educated and not modernized.
However such studies among Indian Hindus outside the Indian
Subcontinent where the people live in different social and
cultural enviroments are rare.

The World Fertility Survey (WFS) found very strong
son preference in Bangladesh, Nepal , Pakistan and South
Korea. The - WFS results for Asia generally agree quite
closely with the findings of Williamson (1976), who reviewed
the 1literature on sex preferences throughout the world.
Several studies refer to the strong preference for sons

among Indian couples ( Freedman and Coombs, 1974; Sharma
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and Jain, 1974). According to the Operations Research Group
~of 1India, the son preference is still quite strong and had
not changed much over time.

The  sex preferences 1is. important due to it's
possible influence on thé process of family formation
and family size. Couples Wwith children of only one sex , may
go beyond their prefered family size if desired sex
'composition of children is not acheived. If the probability
of having sons is the same for all individuals, sex
preference will not affect the sex ratio in the population,
but | the expected family size will increase with
vincreasing preference for one sex over the other .

Where the ideal family size is large the influence of
sex preference may be reduced because the probability of
acheiving a particular sex is much greater when there are
more children. If the desired number of children is moderate
and there is strong preference for one sex of the child over
the other than the effects on fertility would be pronounced.

This study attempts to examine son preference among
the Indian Hindus in Bangkok, Thailand. Thailand provides an
appropriate enviroment for this subject. Geographically, the
country is not too far but at the same time it is not too
close to 1India which is the native homeland of Hindu
culture.

Culturally Thailand is different from India in many
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aspects, but it also has had some influénce of the" Indian"
culture, both Hinduism and Buddhism through various contacts
in the distant past. The relative_difference in social and
economic development of the two countries is another reason
why Thailand 1is an appropriate set;ing for this study.
Finally, in Thailand- especially Bangkok - there 1is a
substantial number of Indian Hindus ( although accurate
number of them is not yet known). Considering a long
history of contact between Thailand and India, many of those
who are now living in Bangkok must have immigrated for a
long time.

This study was designed - to increase the
understanding of both the values parents associate to the
children and how those values are reflected in contraceptive
behaviour.

Thus the study has sought answers to practical as
well as theoritical questions. It should be emphasized,
however that research was exploratory and its finding are
not conclusive. Nevefthless, it was designed to provide a

broad baseline of knowledge upon which more specific studies

can be built in the future.

2.2 OBJECTIVES

The main objective of this study is to find out

whether son preference exists among the Indian Hindus in
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Bangkok; and if it‘does, whether it varies according to some
socio ec§nomic characterstics of the respondents. In
addition the study also aims to identify the link, if any,
between son - preference of the Indian Hindus and their

contraceptive behaviour.
3.3 REVIEW OF LITERATURE

There has been extensive study .about the son
preference in Asia but review all the literature is beyond
the scope of this study. Here, for the present study the
literature review is mainly focussed on Hindus in South

Asian countries

Son Preference: An overview of South-East Asia

Sex preferences and preferences for sons in
particular, as a determinant of family size have been well
documented in several Asian societies although a desire for
balanced number of sons and daughters is also common
(Williamson,1974; Arnold and Kuo,1984 in Arnold and Liu
Zhaoxiang: 1986)

The value of children (VOC) study in six Asian and
the Pacific countries reported that the family size is
influenced by son preference (Arnold et al.,1975).

Continuity of family .name, religious rituals, old age
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gsecurity, ancestor worship and provision of 1labour are
important reasons for wanting sons. However, degree of such
preferences varies substantially from one country to another
depepding on such factors as the 1level of economic
developments, social norms, cultural and religious
practices, marriage. and family systems, degree of
urbanization, and the nature of social security system.

The preference for son is particularly pronounced in
developing countries, in rural areas, and among more
traditional couple of lower socioeconomic status. A cross
cultﬁral comparative study by Freedman and coombs (1974)
using secondary data show a clear preference for sons in
Korea, Taiwan and India.

The desire for children is inherent in the
traditional 1Indian society since children are means to
perpetuate customs and ancestral lines to provide economic
and old age support for parents, to act as an agents of
change in life styles, values and goals, and to perform the
role of providing love and affection as well as
strengthening the marital bond (Basu, Roy and Nikhil,1979:
Jairath,1975) More children in general are desired among
Indian couples, but it is specifically sons who are most
desired. This differentiation arises out of the patrilineal
nature of indian society,in which the type and number of
roles expected of daughters are more limited in scope than

those expected of a son (Das,1984). Therefore it 1is still
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sex preference, especially the desire for sons, that
strongly influences the couple decision regarding additional
fertility at all stages of family building.

Parents place a great premium on son because in most
South Asian culture women are dependent on men and are
excluded from ~mai§tream economic activities. Parents

attitude towards girls is that married women can not do

~anything for their natal kin because exogamous marraige 1is

prefered. Daughters are considered as transitory members.
Usually a woman,s position is not recognized and secure
unleés she produces at least one son. Daughters are well

educated 1largly for status purposes and to marry them to
high status men. They are not responsible for economic
contributions to the household. People also prefer larger
number of sons becuse they are the assets to the family in
case of external threat. Girls have been given less freedom.

Society does not approve the mixing of girls to the boys. If

a girl shows her love to any boy the prestige of that family

is seen to be low.

In Hindu culture where the complex characterstics of
caste and clan is still prevalent, a daughter who is married
to another caste by love marraige, can cause damage to
family's prestige. Love and intercaste marriage are found
only in higher socities in wurbanised area. There is
emotional difficulty for the parents when the girls reaches

puberty . The girls are not supposed to mix with the people
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of opposite sex and parents has to take extra care for them.
If any premartial sexual cbntact takes place( or even that
is 3just a rumour) the marriage for that girl becomes very
difficult. There is a strong social pressure for the parents
to marry their children out as early as possible and most
of the parents 1like that because they can feel great
relieve after marrying the daughter.

Above all the dowry system has made the situation
worst because the demand is usually very high and if not
met, marrige can not took place even the two family are
agreéd on another aspect of marriage. Thus societal pressure
and customs are constantly exerting anxiety to the parents
how their daughter will get a good husband and family and if
the family 1life of daughter is not happy that anxiety
remains for ever. This is because the divorce is rare in
Hindus. Though there is legal provision to take divorce for
both husband and wife, practiéally it is uncommon because
women after divorce has no chance of remarriage and
vulnerable to be exploited due to unsupport and insecurity
in her life. It is also difficult to get a good wife for the
male too unless he is quite rich and in a good position.
Nonetheless the men position is still far better than women.
If a family in Hindu society have more daughters they are
under more and repeated pressures. This may be one of the

most important reasons for wanting fewer daughters than sons

among most couples in Hindu society.
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In context of the Hindu society of India, Mamdani
(1973) writes that the first duty of married women 1is to
become a mother, her Dharma (duty) is to bear ‘children
particularly sons and is to acquire economic prosperity as
ultimate goal. This is illustrated in the following
remarks made by an elderly farmer to Mamdani:

"You were trying to convince me in 1960 that I
should not have any more sons. Now, you see , I have six
sons and two daughters and I sit at home in leisure. They
are grown up and they bring me money" (1973:109).

However a study of Maharastra villages in India
where 87% of the villagers depend on farming for their
livelihood, has revealed a contradictory finding . Here it
was found that having son was no guarantee even for old age

security for parents ( Vlassoff and Vlassoff, 1980)

Son preference and Hindu Religion

To Hindus, childlessness 1s a sign of extreme
weakness; it is preferable to have female children than no
children at all. But while the employment opportunities for
women and the dowry system mean that female children grow up
to be economic liablities for their families, the value of
male children to the family is at once economic and
spiritual. The ceromony called Sréddha, which is conducted

following a persons déath and includes the sgplitting of the
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deceased skull and lightning the funeral pyre to release the
soul, can be performed only by a son. In the absence of a
son, the ceromony cannot be performed; in the absence of
sraddha, a soul is not likely to attain salvation ( Kangas
' G. Lee, 1984) |

Hindu religion requires that parents be buried by
their sons. (Mandelbaum 1974 cited in Weeks, 1989)

Malthus was very aware of this stimulus to fertility
in India and,in his Eassy on Population, quoted an; Indian
legislator who wrote that under Hindu law a male heir is "an
object of the first importance. By a son a ‘man obtains
victory over all people, by a son's son he enjoys
immorality, and afterwards by the son of that grandson he

reaches the solar abode.(Malthus,1872:116 cited in Weeks 1989)
Son preference, Famiiy size and Contraceptive Behaviour

The majority of Indian wanted children of both sexes
but expressed a stronger preferences for the sons (ORG,1971) .
The parity progression ratios( the probability of going on
to parity X+1 from X) of these couples were little
influenced by the sex of children already born, although it
was found that couples who had only daughters were the least
likely to want no more children and wanted the largest
number of additional children, particularly sons (Sharma and
Jain, 1974). Overall the analyses show that ideals about

the desirability of sons do not greatly affect reproductive
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performance, but among contraceptive users, particularly
acceptors of terminal methods. some direct correlation is
seen between the number of surviving sons and family
planning acceptance (Sharma and Jain, 1974)

At each parity a higher proportion of couples with no
sons went on to next child than did those who already had
one Or more sons. Repetto.(1970) found no such effect on
the_assumption that couples who have son first will curtail
child bearing sooner than those who have daughter first by
examining birth order data by sex of children, for couples
of completed fertility.

Nepal Fertility Survey(1976) shows influence of
strong son preference on the number of children desired.
For example it was found that women with one son and one
daughter were almost three times more likely to want no more
children as compared with women who had two living daughters
and no son.

Karki(1988) has concluded that son preference is
mainly due to socio-cultural reasons rather than economic
reasons . He has found that son preference for economic
reason 1is weakening in Nepal. He found that family size
preferences and the decision to practice contraception are
pboth affected by son preference. Virtually no couple without
son, practice contraception . Among those who reported
contraceptive usé, the mean number of 1living sons was

higher than the mean number of living daughters.
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Bairagi and Langsten (1986) have found in their study
of Bangladesh that son preference is very strong but 98% of
women desire at least one daughter. Women with a higher
proportion of sons are less likely to want more children and
are more likely to. practice contraception and to be
sterilized.

The effect of sex preference indicates the prevalence
of contraceptive use for couples at each parity. At every
parity level couples who have only daughters are less
likely o be using contraception than couple's who have at
least one son. Couple's who do not have at least one son are
particularly averse to the use of sterilization (Arnold and
Zhaoxiang: 1986).

From the literature review it can be concluded that
son preference is one of the most important feature among
Hindu family. However whether or not the same type of
preference exists among the Hindus who live outside their
traditional homeland is an empirical question and will be
addressed in the present study. |

This study suffers to a minor extent due to some
limitations. First, since the exact number of Indian Hindus
in Bangkok 1is unknown, it is difficult to draw a well
representative sample. Within a limited time one hundred
individuals were interviewed. "Second, since it is
inconvenient to have cooperation of both husband and wife in

the interview, only husbands are considerd.



CHAPTER TWO

METHODOLOGY

This chapter describes the methodology of the study.
Detail information about the sample design, selection of the
sample, the questionnaire design, the field survey and data

processing are discussed below.

1.1 STUDY DESIGN AND SOURCE OF THE DATA

This study is designed to adress son preference among
the Indian Hindus in Bangkok . To acheive the goals of the
study, it 1s necessary to examine first whether son
preference exists among the sample population, and if it
does, how strong it is. The study then will further examine
if there is some indication of possible relationship between
son preference and contraceptive behaviour among the sample
population.

To measure son preference and it's strength a set of
questions 1is included in the questionnaire which are meant
to obtain information on number of 1living children, desired
number of children, preference for sex of éhildren, ideal
number of children and attitude about the sex of children.

In addition, some questions on background information
of the respondents are also inc}uded for a comparative

purpose since son preference, when it exists, may vary
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according to the respondents socio-economic background . The
information needed includes age of the respondent, education,
place of birth, family income and visit to the temple as an
indicator of the respondenté' religiosity.

Finally as the analysis aims to understand possible
link between son preference and contraceptive behaviour a
question on contraceptive experience is also included.

The field work from which the data for this study
are drawn was conducted in October 1989 and was completed
in December 1989. |

As the time was rather limited for the field survey
and the population to be studied was largely unknown, Snow
ball sampling technique was used to collect thé‘ data.
Altogether one hundred respondents, all male whose wives
aged below 50 were interviewed.

The reason for interviewing only husband was that
male can be more accessible. The idea of family planning is
a very sensitive matter particularly among women in Hindu
erligion. So the information about family planning could not
be easily obtained from women. Husbands are more appropriate
to give the data since they have more powerful decisions on
' family matters including contraceptive use.

Snow ball sampling method is usually applied when
the researcher does not have a specific target group pre-
selected for interviewing in line with a specific purposes.

It 1is used mainly to recruit key-informants, to collect
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background data on the community, and/or trace the
community's existing social network. The researcher first
selects a focal point in the community, usually a recognized
leader. The interview content may vary depending on the
research topic itself and the purpose of interview. When the
interview is completed, the researcher should»ask his key-
informant to recommend other persons who can be interviewed
on the same lines. In thié way, snow ball sampling is very
similar to a referal system. Snow ball sampling begins at
one focal point and spreads out as the time passes. The
reseércher will know beforehand the exact number of
individuals in the sample whicﬁ raises the question as to
when the sample is adequate in size ( Yoddumnern- Attig et.
el.,1988).

For the purpose of present study, the vfocal point
from which respondents are identified is a Hindu temple.
Here most of the Indian Hindus come to worship every sunday.
From the very start the chief of the Hindu Samaj was
approached to conduct this study and also discussed about
his help. He assured his help. Through him the investigator
was introduced to some people on Sunday with whom the
interview was started. After finishing each interview the

respondent was asked to introduce other respondents.
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2.2 THE QUESTIONNAIRE

For the purpose of present study about the son
preference and contraceptive behaviour among Indian Hindus
in Bangkok a short questionnaire was designed to collect
information. |

The questionnaire begins with questions on background
characterstics of the respondénts. These questions were
asked to-each eligible respondent to provide a "profile" and
permit more meaningful analysis of the survey data. The data
derived from these questions provide an overall description
of thg characterstics of the sampled | respondents.
The questionnaire was pretested on 7 cases . After fihishing
the pretest discussions were made with tﬁé supervisors
about the problems encountered. Based on the results from
the pretest, few questions which had no significance to the
respondents and no variation in the responses were deleted.
Moreover, the sequence of the questionnaire was modified to
improve the 1logical flow. After the revision the final

questionnaire for the interview was finalized.

3.3 FIELD SURVEY

The investigator himself conducted interviews to all
the respondents. Most often the language used was Hindi.

English was used in a few cases only.
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The field work was carried out from the first week
of October to the first week of December. As respondents of
this survey was mostly located in the Bangkok Metropolitan
area (BMA), where most of the population was working in
business and as service people, the strategic planning of
interview on weekends and holidays were effective in
locating the respondents and in getting their cooperation.

Thefe were some problems involved in the field work.
Most of them were not serious. Most of the respondents are
doing business and their'time is limited. This resulted in a
long wait beforé each interview. Another important problem
was that some repondents were reluctant to give their name
and address inspite of the fact that they were told before
the interview about the purpose and acedemic nature of the
survey.

Due to the fact that the time for this study was
short and interview was rather slow than anticipated
earlier, the code book was prepared in advance for all the
questions except open ended questions. Data entry was done
immeddiately following interview in each week using SPSS/PC.
The data file was prepared in such a way that it could be

easily used as input to programs in the Statistcal Package

for the Social Science(SPSS).
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CHAPTER THREE
ANALYSIS OF SON PREFERENCE

AND CONTRACEPTIVE BEHAVIOUR

This chapter analyses the son preference and
contraceptive behaviour. A brief summary of the
characterstics of the respondents provides a reference for
interpreting the findings of this study.

To show the son preference among Indian Hindus
in Bangkok the data were analysed assuming that if a
respondent’' who already has one or more living sons want to
have more sons, the conclusion for sonrpreference can be
drawn. The other way to support the above way of analysing
data, the respondents were asked to choose the sex
composition of the children if they could have only one, two
or three children. The respondents were also asked about
their ideal number and sex combination of children if they
could start their family building all over again.

For meausrihg the attitudes about sex preference of
children the resbondenté were asked a series of questions.
The answers to which can indicate son preference over
daughter. The question asked have the additional advantage
to see how the respondents think about sex preference in a
practical circumstances. This approach provides considerably
more insight into the level of such preference with some
socio-economic background variables than the traditional

approach of just knowing the value of children.
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A set of 8 attitude items were presented to
respondents in order to elicit responses that would shed
light on attitude toward sex of children that could not
revealed by structured questionnaires. Eaéh of the item was
a statement of an opinion which bears some religious,
social and economic importance of son.

Three different responses were given for the
respoﬁdents to choose: strongly agree, agree and disagree.
Scores arbitarily assigned to each response range from 1 to
3 points. Thus total score value a respondent might get
ranges from the minimum of eight to the maximum of twenty
four. 8-13= weak preference, 14-18= modereate preference and
19 and above= strong preference. ( see questions in
appendix) .

Responses to the attitude items were also analyzed with’
regard to socio-economic status of the respondent to see the

difference in son preference among sample population

1.1 CHARACTERSTICS OF THE SAMPLE

Table 3.1 shows that about 80 % of the respondent
are below 40 years of age. The mean age of the respondents
is 32.8 years. Thus most of the respondents are in the prime
reproductive span and/or in the middle stage of family
formation. The mean age at marriage of the respondents is

22.9 years. The number of living children is up to four in



19
about 93 % of the respondent. The ideal family size of the
respondent 1is 2.7 children on the average. Nearly all the
respondent have secondary and cdllege level of education.
Most of them have college level of education. The fact that
most of the respondents have high level of education is not
surprising. The sample mainly coming from Bangkok and also

due to gselective migrantion from India.

Table 3.1 also shows that nearly half of the
respondénts have their own business while a substantial
number of them are employee ( 16 %) and self-employed (31
%) . About half of the respndents were born in Thailand. The
rest ' were born in India. Those gorn in India, majority are

from Uttar Pradesh.



Table 3.1 Characterstics of the Respondents

20

Characterstics

Percent
Age
20-29 39
30-39 40
40+ 21
Mean age 32.8
Mean age at marriage 22.9
Number of Living Children
0 16
1 18
2 18
3 21
4 20
5 5
6 2
Mean ideal family size 2.7
Mean additional children desired 1.3
Education
Primary 1
Secondary 28
College 71
Source of Family
income
Oown Business 50
Employee 16
Self-emloyed 31
Others 3
Place of Birth
Thailand 52
India 48
up 45
Punjab 1
Delhi 1
Gujrat 1
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2.2 EVIDENCE OF SON PREFERENCE

Table 3.2 indicates that most of the respondents who
wanted to have more sons are those who had no son or have
only one son. The desire for more sons is two times greater
than among those with no sons than with one son . The percent’
wanting more sons decreases when the number of living sons
are more than two. The desire for son appears to be more
when the number of livihg daughter is one and above. Over
all the desire for daughter is less than son irrespective of
number of liiving son or living daughter.

Table 3.2 Percentage of Respondent who want son and daughter
by number of living son and daughter

Number of living Percentage who want more children
children \

son daughter

Number of living son

No son 30 18
One son ' 13 7
Two sons oOr more 1

Number of living daughter

No daughter 23 23
One daughter ‘ 16 2

Two daughters or more 5. 0
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Table 3.3 reveals that practically all respondents

) prefer to have son if they could have only one child and no
body would like to have 2 daughter if they could have three
children. This obviously shows that there is son preference

in the sample population.

Table 3.3 Percentage of respondent want to have son,
given a hypothetical number of children

Given number of children Percentage
1 child
Want son 100
Want daughter ‘ 0
2 children
1 son 1 daughter 99
2 son ' 1
2 daughter 0
3 children
A 2 son 1 daughter 99
| 2 daughter 1 son ‘ 1
) 3 son 0

3 daughter 0
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Overall Table 3.4 shows son is prefered more than
daughter. But people want to have at least one daughter.

where the ideal number of children is odd like 1 and
3 the respondents prefer their sex composition to be
consisting of more sons than daughters. But the respondents
want to have one daughter too. This is quite obvious when
the ideal number of children is more than one. When an odd
number of children is given, and the number of sons and
daughteré can not be equal, in most developing countries a

high proportion of women chose two boys for three child

family and three boys for five child family. But with an

even number, where balance in sex composition is possible
for example Korea, a considerablé proportion prefer three
than two sons. ( Freedman et el,1974).

The reason for this may be due to societal norms
still prevailing in develoﬁing countries for the bias toward
son. Table 3.4 also suggests that ideal family size 1is
decreasing and this would lead to more favourable attitudes

for future reduction in fertility among the Indian couples.



Table 3.4 Percent distribution of respndent with ideal
number and sex combination of children

Ideal number and
sex combination percentage

1 child  ( N= 2)

son only 2
daughter only 0
- 2 children ( N=17)

1 son 17
1 daughter 17
2 son

2 daughter

3 children ( N= 81)

2 son 1 daughter 80
2 daughter 1 son 1
3 son 0

3 daughter 0
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3.3 LEVELS AND DIFFERENTIALS IN SON PREFERENCE

Table 3.5 shows that nearly all respondents have
weak to moderate son preference. This suggest that though
their stated behaviour shows the son preference but the
attitude seems to be changing. This would lead the couple to
limit their family size in future.

Table 3.5 Distribution of respondents according to the 
levels on son preference

score value Level of preference . Percent
19+ strong 2
14-18 moderate 49
8-13 weak : 49

According to the data in Table 3.6 age of the
respondent does not show any relation to the intensity of
son preference among Indian Hindus in Bangkok. This finding
is different from the norm that when the couple is young the
preference for sex is weak. This change Qf attitudes comes
through higher education and wide coverage of IEC programme.
Though the men and women are well aware of their sex

preference from early chidhood they can be motivated easily
where the socio-economic conditions are favourable.
Generally this 1is not the case .in traditional societies
where once the attitude is estabilished, it 1s hard to

change.
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The attitude for son preference is weak among the
respondents with college level of education. This type of
finding is found in most of the study on son preference. The
highly educated man can better understand the IEC component
of national population and family planning programme, self
dependent and can better take their decision in a modern way
with the prevailing norms at present avoiding the
traditional thought for son prefernce.

Source of family income definitely shows that son
preference is weak among the respondents who have their own
business which means a better off economic status. One of
the most important reasons for wanting a son is economic
support in old age. This is true particularly in traditional
societies such as India and Nepal where most of the people
are poor. But the respondents who have their own business do
not seem to place much importance to the son for old age
security, while the respondent whose source of income is
either by employment or self- employment have moderate son
preference. There is no clear difference for the son
preference between the people born in Thailand and India.
Both of them have weak preference. The possible reason

appears to be modernization, urbanization, social change

socio-cultural transformation and social assimilation.
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Table 3.6 Respondent score with demographic and socio
economic characterstics

Characterstics strong moderate weak Total
Age
20-29 1 24 14 39
33-39 | T 17 22 40
40+ 8 13 21
Total 2 49 49 100
Education
Primary 1 . 1
Secondary 2 19 7 28
college 29 42 71
Total 2 49 49 100

Source of family income

Own business 8 42 50
Employee 2 10 4 16
Self-employed 28 3 31
Others 3 3

Total 2 49 49 - 100

Place of birth

Thailand _ 10 42 52
India 2 7 39 " 48
Total 2 17 81 100

Visit to the Temple

Every Sunday : 1 31 17 49
On special occasion 1 " 14 25 40
Rarely 3 7 10
Never 1 1

Total 2 49 49 100
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4.4 SON PREFERENCE AND CONTRACEPTIVE BEHAVIOUR

The ever use of contraception was highest among those
who have weak son preference. The ever user of contraception
are nearly two times higher among those with weak son
preference than who have moderate son preference.

Table 3.7 Respondent in percentage who ever practiced
contraception by son preference

son preference percent ever use of contraception
Strong 0
Moderate 26
Weak 49
Total 75

There is strong son preference among Indian Hindus in
Bangkok when the stated behaviour for son preference is
analysed but the attitudnal indicators show moderate to
weak preference for son. The attitude for son preference is
weak among those who have college level of education and own
business. Age and place of birth do not show any relation

to the levels of son preference. The use of contraception is

highest among those who have weak son preference.
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5.5 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Because of the nature of the sample used for son
preference and contraceptive behaviour among Indian Hindus
inv Bangkok the findings to be summarized here can be
generalized to a limited extent . All together one hundred
respondents, all male whose wives aged below 50 were
interviewed. The reason‘for interviewing male was that the
jdea of family planning is a very sensitive matter among the
women in Hindu religion and,also husband has more powerful
decisions on child bearing and confradeptive use. Snow ball
sampling technique was used to collect the data.

This study shows that all most all the couples do not
desire more than three children. Their ideal family size is
three and their ideal sex composition of children 1is two
sons and one daughfer.

Indian Hindus prefer sons to daughters because of
relative importance of the roles that sons play in the
family life. Continuity of family name, old age gsecurity and
performing religious rituals are the important reasons for
wanting son.

The desire for son appears to be more when thé number

of living daughter is one and above. Over all the desire for

daughter 1is less than son irrespective of number of 1living
son or living daughter. All respondents prefer to have son
if they could have only one child and no body would like to

have two daughters if they could have three children.
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when asked what their ideal family size and sex

composition would be if they were to gstart their family life

all again, about two percent respondent did not want any

girl. Rest of them wanted at least ome girl in their family
mainly for religious purposes.

The econoﬁic motive to have many children may be
changing in Hindu community because of small family size.
The mean ideal family size is about 2.3 children and mean
additional children desired is 1.3. Thus the findings are in
support of a shift towards small family size

Higher aspirations and less perceived economic
benefit from the son may be the important reson for the weak
preference among the respondent who has higher level of
education and own business as source of family income.

The ever use of contraception is highest among the
respondents who have weak preference.

Although 1Indian Hindus in Bangkok express a strong
desire for sons but their attitude is changing towards
moderate to weak preference and this would 1lead to more
favourable attitude for future reduction in fertility among

Indian couples.
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Questionnaire

ID No

SON PREFERENCE AND CONTRACEPTIVE BEHAVIOUR
AMONG INDIAN HINDUS IN BANGKOK

Name of Respondent

Address: No

Street

——

Soi

Sub-district

District

Date of interview

Bangkok
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1. Respondent's gender

( ) Male ( ) Female
2. How old are you at your last birthday?

years

3.What is your current marital status?

( ) Married ( ) Separeted

( ) Divorced ( ) Widowed

4.what is the highest level of formal education
that you completed?

( ) Elementary( ) Secondary

( ) College ( ) Others(Specify)

5. What is the highest level of formal education
that your spouse completed?

( )Elementary(' ) Secondary

( ) College ( ) Others(Specify)

6.Where were you born?

( ) Thailand

( ) India Which State?

( ) other countries(Specify)

7. If born outside Thailand at what age did you
move to live here?

Age Years old

36
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y 8. Where was your father born?

( ) In Thailand

) ( ) In India Which State?
) ( ) In other countries(Specify)
9. What is the language you usually speak at home? _
} ( ) Thai
) ( ) Punjabi
B ( ) Hindi
) ( ) English
) ( ) others(Specify)
lo.ﬁhat is the main source of your family income? _
) ( ) Own business
) ( ) Employment in Business
( ) Small trade/vending
) ( ) Other(specify)
) 11. At the time of your marriage what type of _
marriage did you have?
e) ( ) Arranged marriage
) ( ) Love marriage
( ) oOther(Specify)
) 12. How old were you when you got married? _ _
) age
13. How many children do you and your spouse have now? _
! Total children _
) Son _

Daughter
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14.Do you want to have any more children?
( ) No
( ) Yes

How many son?

How many daughters?

15. What is your most important reason for having a son?

16. What is your most important reason for
having a daughter?

17. Suppose you can have only the following
number of children what number of each sex
do you prefer to have?

Boy Girl
One child only
Two children

Three children

18. Suppose you just begin your family life,
how many children would you prefer?

Total no. of children

how many son

how many daughters

19. Do you agree oOr disagree to the following
statements?

Strongly
agree agree disagree

parents without a son can not _
enjoy heaven. :

Family sccession is impossible _
without a son.

38
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21.

22.

‘Couple without son does not

After marriage daughters can
take as good care to the
parents as do the sons.

Couple who have achieved the
number of children but no son
should continue to have children
until they have at least one son.

Without a son it is dificult to_
increase family prosperity.

Couple without a son is
insecure in old age

Couple should not care about
social pressure and norms to
have at least one son.

need sympathy from others.

Did you or your spouse ever use family

methods to prevent births?

( ) No ( ) Yes

What method?

planning

If yes are you using.it now ?

( ) No ( ) Yes

What method ?

How often do you visit temple
for religious purpose?

( ) Every Sunday
( ) On special occasion only
( ) Rarely

( ) Never
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