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Abstract

The Purpose of this study was to investigate the
relationships between children's cognitive development in con=-
servatian thinking and their concepts of illness, The factors

which might effect cognitive development in conservation thinking

and their concepts of illness such as sex and age were also
evaluated,

The sample was composed of 150 children whose ages were
between 7 to 11 years who Qere randomly selected form a goverment
elemantary school, Prathom 2 to 6 respectively'aif the Anubame-
Nakomrachseema school, Nakornrachseema province, The instruments
used in the study included the domographic data form, the cognie

tive development in conservation thinlkdng which was designed to



test the lemgth;. mass, and volume of thlnlq.ng along the lines
of Piagetian conservatimn theory. end the concepts of illness
protocal, Data was analysed and test by chi-square (XZ) and
contingency coefficient (C)

The results revealed that the cognitive development
in conservation thinking was significantly and positively
correlated with age (P ¢ 0.01) but not significantly correlabed
with sex, The concepts of illhess was significantly and positively
correlated with age (P <’0.01) but not significantly correlated
with sex,

Finally, it was found that there was a positive
relationship between children's cognitive development in
conservation thinking and concepts of illness (I’< 0.01); that
is, children who had conservaticnal stage demonstrated concrete-
operational explanation of the concepts of illness, children who
had non-canservation stage domonstrated preoperational explanation

stage,
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