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STUDY OF METHODS FOR SELECTING SUPPLEMENTARY POPULAR
SONGS FOR THE YAMAHA GUITAR COURSE : SIAM KOLKARN MUSIC
SCHOOL, THAILAND

SONGWIRAT SUDNGAM 4736126 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS : SAKCHAI HIRANRUK B.A., M.A.
NALIN KOMENTRAKARN B.A., M.A. KOWIT KHANSIRI K.C.M., M.A., Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This thesis studied methods for selecting and adapting supplementary popular
songs for the Yamaha guitar course: Siam Kolkarn Music School. The study was done
by qualitative procedure. The 15 samples in this study were chosen randomly by
studying information from related documents and information from formal and
informal interviews during 2006-2007. It was found that:

1. The teachers agreed that supplementary popular songs for the Yamaha
guitar course created motivation and enjoyment for the students. Most
teachers taught any kind of popular song in the basic course, but the song
had to be appropriate for each student’s skills and needs.

2. The teachers selected songs by the following criteria.

- Musical knowledge: the songs were simple and the students knew
and heard them all the time.

- Proper practice: the music element was obvious, the songs were
interesting, easy to practice, in a variety of compositional styles
and the students were able to play them.

- Song adaptation: the teachers adapted musical compositions, so as
to make them easier for the students to play. After the students
could play them, they would play harder ones or original ones.

- Selecting songs for making motivation: the teachers asked the
students for their favorite songs, so as to make the teachers’
decision for selecting songs easier.

3. Most problems that the teachers found were that most popular songs have
inappropriate musical composition for the students’ skill. Moreover, some
students wanted to play music which was too hard, so the teachers had to
adapt musical compositions to be easier, and then play it and explain how
to play it.

KEY WORDS: SELECTING/ POPULAR SONGS/ THE YAMAHA GUITAR
COURSE/ SIAM KOLKARN MUSIC SCHOOL

178 pp.
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. Progressive rock

. Psychedelic music
34.1 Acid rock
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Ragtime

Reggae

Rock and roll
Rhythm and blues
Rhythmic

Show tunes
Southern rock
Soul music

Tin Pan Alley
Trance

. World music
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STUDY OF METHODS FOR SELECTING SUPPLEMENTARY
POPULAR SONGS FOR THE YAMAHA GUITAR COURSE : SIAM
KOLKARN MUSIC SCHOOL, THAILAND

SONGWIRAT SUDNGAM 4736126 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS : SAKCHAI HIRANRUK B.A., M.A.
NALIN KOMENTRAKARN B.A., M.A. KOWIT KHANSIRI K.C.M.,,
M.A., Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

The teachers who teach the Yamaha guitar course at Siam Kolkarn Music
School use methods that their most content emphasize on music theory and the
Classical guitar skill. In addition, these methods contain classic and folk songs in each
chapter. These songs are assimilated with music theory and skill in the methods. Most
content, in the methods are emphasized on melodies, chords, and basic techniques of
the guitar playing that would lead to the higher level. Songs which are used for
playing are folk songs from around the world.

Since most songs in the methods are classic songs and folk songs, the students
are usually bored with learning. They want to play more popular songs, because they
want to be modern, joyful, and to learn what they want to learn.

According to the problems, the teachers added more popular songs as a
motivation for the students to learn. Moreover, nowadays the Yamaha guitar teachers
at Siam Kolkarn Music School use more popular songs in their lessons, but the songs
must be followed to the course that selecting songs depends on the following

variables:
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1. Musical knowledges
1.1 Rhythms
1.1.1 Simple Time
1.1.2 Compound Time
1.1.3 Complex Time
1.2 Scales
1.2.1 Major scales
1.2.2 Minor scales
1.3 Chords
1.3.1 Major chords
1.3.2 Minor chords
1.3.3 Diminished chords
1.3.4 Augmented chords
1.4 Melodies
1.5 Duration of notes and musical symbols
2. Proper practical
2.1 Techniques
2.2 Playing
2.3 Ensemble
3. Motivation
3.1 Students’ needs

3.2 Kind of popular songs which are used in teaching

The variables mentioned above made the researcher interested in the Yamaha
guitar teachers of Siam Kolkarn Music School’s attitude towards selecting
supplementary popular songs for the Yamaha guitar course. And what do they do
when they have problems about selecting songs. The data would be analyzed later.

2. Research Objectives
1. To study attitude towards using supplementary popular songs for the
Yamaha guitar course of teachers at Siam Kolkarn Music School.
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2. To study methods for selecting supplementary popular songs for the
Yamaha guitar course of teachers at Siam Kolkarn Music School.

3. To study problems and how to solve the problems in selecting
supplementary popular songs for the Yamaha guitar course of teachers at Siam

Kolkarn Music School.

3. Research Methodology
The research “Study of Methods for Selecting Supplementary Popular Songs
for the Yamaha Guitar Course: Siam Kolkarn Music School” had been done by
qualitative method which are formally and informally interview.
3.1 Population and samples
Population in this study is thirty-one Siam Kolkarn Music Schools in Bangkok
that has the Yamaha Guitar Course (Y.G.C.). Samples had been selected randomly
specific which were divided into three groups according to their experience teaching.
The groups are the following:
1. The teachers who have more than ten year experience:
1. Mr. Vithaya Vosbein
2. Mr. Manrat Sangsawangwattana
3. Mrs. Jerdjaree Chomsewee
4. Mr. Passakorn Trai-kham
5. Mr. Panjapong Panichpathom
2. The teachers who have five to nine year experience:
1. Mr. Worakan Saengsomboon
2. Mr. Pongphat Pongpradit
3. Mr. Wissanu Em-oon
4. Mr. Jakkarin Supeekit
5. Mr. Akalak Muthikul
3. The teachers who have one to four year experience:
1. Mr. Komkrit Srimuang
2. Mr. Pakorn Yaitankhun
3. Mr. Pawak Pomnak
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4. Mr. Akkarawat Aksawatwong
5. Mr. Sophon Putkrua

4. Result
4.1 Attitude towards supplementary popular songs for the Yamaha guitar

course

The teachers agree with supplementary popular songs for the guitar course,
because it is like a motivation for the students to learn the guitar and make the
students enjoy the course. The teachers usually use the songs in basic course, because
content in the methods has no clear separation of popular songs from classic songs.
However, the teachers do not want to teach popular songs more than contents in the
Yamaha guitar course. In one hour lesson, the teachers would let the students play
popular songs before the lesson is over. The supplementary popular songs in the
course are not specific, but it depends on each student’s skill and need.

4.2 Strategies for selecting supplementary popular songs

The teachers have strategies for selecting songs which are similar and different
from each other. However, all of the teachers have the same goal in selecting songs
that the songs must be followed to the contents and students can play it. The methods
can be summarized as the followings:

1. Musical knowledge

1) Tempos: Most songs which were selected by the teachers are
in 4/4 time, because they are not too complicated and followed to the contents.

2) Scales: Songs which were used in scale teaching must be
proper to students’ skill level and have the same scale as the one that students are
learning. In addition, the songs must be the same key as the students’ voice. Students
have to learn C major scale or A minor scale. However, if the songs are in other keys
or not the same with the voice, the teachers would transpose and teach them how to
transpose.

3) Chords: Strategies that the teachers use for selecting songs for
chord teaching is selecting songs which is proper to students’ skill level and songs that
students have already learned from the Yamaha guitar course, by emphasizing

students to play chord in the first three fret. Initially, the teachers would teach students
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how to play songs in C major key which is three note chords in major chords pattern
and minor chord pattern, while students who have higher skill level would play four
note chords. The teachers would select songs which is not complicated, contain many
open chords, and without bar chord.

4) Melody: Methods that the teachers use for selecting songs for
melody teaching is the songs that has melody that students know and hear all the time,
so they would be able to remember the melody. The songs should not have
complicated melody, has no difficult note, students can learn it easily, and has clear
melody. The songs which is selected must have range that the students are learning at
that time which has range and note duration of note in 1 bar or 1 section which is not
too fast. Sometimes, the songs which is selected has notes in melody that is in chord
note, because it can be explain about melody and chord at the same time. Melody of
most songs which were selected is in C major key that the position of fingers is in
string first to sixth of the first three fret.

5) Duration of notes and musical

a) Duration of notes and rest notes: Method that the
teachers use for selecting songs for note and rest note depends on content in the
Yamaha guitar course, because the content go from easy to difficult. However, if the
teachers have to teach popular songs about note and rests, they would select songs
that followed to the content and students’ skill level. In addition, the songs should has
simple pattern and it is a songs that students know, and the songs should has the rests ,
and most notes are basic notes such as whole note, half note, and quarter note, etc.
The songs should not have too much syncopation. If the songs has no notes or rests,
the teachers could add some.

b) Musical symbols: Strategies that the teachers use for
selecting songs for musical symbols teaching is the songs that followed to the
contents that students are learning at that time, by using signs and symbols in the
songs. If the songs have neither sign nor symbol, the teachers could add some. The
teachers use songs that have notes similar to the piano notation in grand staff, because
it would help students to learn musical composition. The songs which is selected must
has clear section, not complicated, and has no many repeated sections.
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Problems in selecting songs in the aspect of musical knowledge: Most
problem that the teachers found is they cannot find enough songs that proper for
students’ skill level, because popular songs has musical composition which is too
complicated. The solution is the teachers adapt the musical composition to simple that
students can learn.

2. Proper practice
1) Selecting songs for chord teaching

a) Strum chord: The teachers select songs by sing songs which
have the same chord that students are learning at that time. The songs has content that
related to the method, most strum chord pattern is basic, strum chord pattern is clear
and not complicated, easy to play, and pattern playing of chord order is easy to play. If
the songs has too difficult chord, the teachers would adapt it to be easier. In the teaching
students would strum down only, one beat at a time. Initially, the teachers emphasize
the students on changing chord, and then when they have more skill, the teachers
would let them play other pattern which is more complicated.

b) Broken chord: The teachers select songs which has the
same content as in the methods that has many difficult broken chord to play. The
teachers would tell students to broken chord in many ways, but use the same chord
order. The teachers select songs that has basic broken chord, not complicated, and easy
to play. Chord in the songs should not be barre chords. Sometimes teachers use folk
songs for teaching, because they have broken chord that can be played in many ways.
For beginner students, who have not been able to play chord perfectly yet, the
teachers would teach them to hold string by string; only the strings that they play. In
addition, sometimes the teachers use songs that use in strum chord teaching to let the
students play by broken chord too.

c¢) Strum chord and broken chord for teaching: The teachers
teach by using exercises from the methods. Initially, they teach students how to play
it, and then they would play song that similar to the practice. For beginner students,
they would play songs which is in 4/4 time by teaching them to understand about beat
first, so as to make them know how many beats are in each bar. The teachers would
select pattern that proper to songs that they would play and while teaching the
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students would play in basic pattern. When the students can play it, the teachers
would make it harder and harder until they can play the complete songs.
2) Selecting songs for the guitar solo playing

a) Selecting song for the guitar technique teaching: The
teachers use songs that has a unique technique such as blues that has slide notes or
unique chords. The songs which is selected has clear technique, has no complicated
pattern, and technigue which is used is similar to the one in the methods. However, if
the technique is not in the methods, the teachers would teach it by themselves.
Sometimes the teachers teach technique in the songs with rhythm of songs together.
For teaching, the teachers use technique in the songs to let students practice first. The
teachers would play it as a model, and then the students would imitate. After that, the
teachers would explain the details. The students would play until they can play the
complete song. When they know basic technique well enough, the teachers would let
them play from listening to the recording those has the guitar techniques and ask them
what technique are in the songs.

b) Selecting songs for the guitar solo playing: The teachers
select songs which is popular and the students interested. The songs has scale or
position of note is the one that the students are learning at that time. The song must
not be too difficult for them, because it would make them discourage, and some songs
must not has too high position.However, if the teachers have to use the songs, they
would change the position of notes to position that the students can play. The songs
must be in the key that proper for students, and should not contain too many
accidentals. Some songs maybe selected from the internet.

3) Selecting songs for ensemble teaching and method for
ensemble teaching

a) Selecting songs for ensemble teaching: First step is the
teachers have to know the students’ skill level, because sometimes in the ensemble
has students who have various skill levels, so the teachers would be able to select a
proper songs to play. The teachers would select songs by considering difficulty level
of the songs which is proper to the students’ level skill. Most songs which has less
accidentals, so as to make the songs is easier to play. In addition, the melody should

not complicated. Sometimes the teachers would add some more technique into the
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songs, so as to make it more colorful. If the teachers has CD support the teaching that
would be better.

b) Method for ensemble teaching: Students who are selected
into an ensemble and the ones who have the same skill level, prefer the same kind of
songs. The students would enjoy with learning. Students would be divided into
groups, each group has two to three students; the first one play bass, the second one
play chord, and the third one play melody, for instance. Each student would practice
his/her own instrument. When they can play the song, they would play in an
ensemble. If each student can play his/her own instrument well already, the students
would switch to play other part, so as to make he/she can play all of the position. The
teachers would emphasize students on understanding songs tempo, by tapping foot
along with the tempo, and explain tempo in each chord, so as to make them play the
songs tempo correctly. For the songs that has four parts, the teachers would let them
play two part first, and then change to three parts, and then four parts. The students
would play a section or half a section first, if they cannot play, they would play only
four bars first.

4) Selecting songs for popular songs vocal teaching

Most teachers use songs that has simple melody and lyric. Most popular songs

that the students prefer, they can sing already, because they hear them all the time.
However, if they cannot sing, the teachers would tell the students to do the following:

1. Sing the correct tune first. When they remember the melody, they would
sing along with the note.

2. Let the students play the songs and the teachers would sing along, so as to
make the students know how to sing in a correct tempo.

3. Let the students play chord and the teachers play melody, and then the
students sing lyric along with the melody.

4. Play strum down chord in whole note or half note only, and then the
teachers explain about lyric in each section which chord that they have to
beat.

5. Play and sing as they understand in the original one first, and then the
teachers would explain them where to improve. If the students can sing as

the songs’s tone, the teachers would teach how to breathe correctly for
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section in the songs. If any students who cannot sing, they would be sent to
learn with voice teachers directly.
5) Melody that proper to practice
Melody which is proper to practice is the songs that has
melody proper to students’ skill level, both fingers positioning and content that related
to the methods.

Strategies is the following:

1. The teachers consider the songs melody, especially scales, by
selecting songs which is the most appropriate to the students. The teachers do not use
fingering in the methods, because it would not work with every student that each
student has different finger structure. The students would play melody in first to
fourth frets, which is the first position of the guitar. When they can play well, they
would move to the next position. Some content were brought from the methods which
were clearly explained where to pose fingers.

2. The teachers select songs in various melodies by considering
students’ skill level. For example, beginner students play first position, intermediate
students play five position, and advance students play eight position.

3. The teachers select songs that has melody in second pattern of C
major scale, because it can be used in other scale by moving position, and most
popular songs have medium range.

Problems in selecting songs for proper practice: Most problem is some
songs which were used for teaching has not appropriate musical composition, but they
are too complicated to play. Resolution is the teachers would tell the students to
practice the section that they cannot play. Initially, they would play the tempo slowly,
and then increase speed to normal tempo. While the teachers record the song that the
students play, and then listen to the recording to identify flaws in each section. The
teachers help the students to correct the flaws, so as to make a complete song.

3. Musical composition adaptation
1) Tempo: The teachers would consider the students’ skill
level. If the songs has too fast tempo, the students would not be able to play it. So the

songs would be changed to slower tempo by the teachers. If the songs has too
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complicated tempo, it would be changed to use easier note by the teachers. In
addition, the song which is selected must has the same content as in the methods.
When the students can play the songs, the teachers would develop the songs to a more
difficult pattern, until it becomes the original pattern of the songs.

2) Scale: If the songs is in scale that has many accidentals, the
teachers would adapt the songs by transpose to a scale which has less than five sharps
or five flats. The scale is related to scale in the beginner’s methods which has C major
scale, G major scale, D major scale, A major scale, A minor scale, and E minor scale.
The teachers have to consider how to adapt range for the students, if it is not match
with the students’ range, the teachers would transpose the scale. Initially, they have to
find the students’ natural voice for adapting, and then when the students have a better
basic, the teachers would teach them how to transpose.

3) Chord: The teachers adapt chords in the songs to similar to
the ones in the methods, so as to make the students practice what they have learned
before. If the song has too difficult chord such as barre chords that the students cannot
play, the students would change the key that has easier chords. If some bars of the
song that use chord in every beat, the students might not be able to play, it would be
cut into one to two chords in each measure. The chord is not necessary to be the same
as in the original songs, but it must have the same notes in the group of chords. For
students who have high skill level, they have to play more complicated, and the
teachers would transpose the key to make the chord is more difficult to play.

4) Duration of notes and musical symbols

a) Duration of notes and rest notes: The teachers would
adapt the notes, so as to make the students play the songs. It would be proper for the
students’ skill level and it would be related to the content in the methods. If the songs
are in quick tempo, the teachers would adapt the songs to slower tempo or use signs to
make new tempo. However, there are some songs that need to add value of notes by
changing to be quarter note, half note, and whole note, so the beginner students can
play it. While songs which have many accidental, the teachers would adapt them to
have less or no accidentals. If the songs has to play the guitar solo in high fret, it
would not be able to play by the classical guitar, so the teachers would transpose
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down to lower position. While the students who have higher skill level would play
songs which were adapted to have more complicated notes.

b) Music symbols: Most teachers use original songs, but
some songs were adapted to be easier to play, so as to make the students can play
them such as a songs that has bending, because it cannot be played by the Classical
guitar. So the teachers would change symbols to be slide string. While songs that have
the guitar solo sections or other instruments which are too difficult to play, the
teachers would let the students skip the sections.

Problems in musical composition adaptation: Most found problem is the
teachers cannot adapt some songs, because the songs would not complete; they would
be different from the original. Resolution is letting the students play the original

songs, but the teachers would use a new tempo or use other device such as a capo.

4. Selecting supplementary songs for making motivation.
1) Selecting songs according to students’ preferences
The teachers ask the students which songs they want to play and discuss their
purposes of learning guitar and their favorite kind of music. If students propose many
songs, the teachers would select the one that match the students’ skill level. For
students who have no idea of any songs to play, the teachers would provide popular
songs from the radio, or game or cartoon songs. The songs need to be considered
melodious in both harmony and tune which are the ones that the students known and
heard all the time. The songs also need to be composed with melody and rhythms that
stimulate the students’ learning after hearing the teachers play. Some teachers do not
select songs much according to the students’ preferences since the students do not yet
realize their own skill. The teachers would select songs of their own consideration
which are known to the students; however, some selected songs might not match with
the students’ needs. Therefore, the teachers would play an important role to
demonstrate the songs in order to persuade students to play. If they succeed in playing
such songs, they would gain knowledge according to the teachers’ intention.
2) Kinds of songs for teaching
The teachers use almost all kinds of popular songs, mostly pop songs, since it

is often heard and matches students’ interests most. Other kinds of songs are only
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basically taught, not much in details such as rock, jazz, blues, and folksongs. Most
songs has 4/4, 6/8 and 3/4 time. More skilled students would be able to play more
complicated songs like Bossanova. Sometimes the teachers bring old-times famous
songs which have good musical composition to teach in the course.

Problems in selecting songs according to students’ preferences: Most
problem is the contrast between the selected songs and the students’ desires: students
do not know or like the selected songs; some wants to play songs unsuitable for the
classical guitar such as hard rock or underground music. The solution is the teachers
have to play the selected songs and explain the playing details to the students.

5.3 Other problems and solutions

Other than the problems of selecting supplementary popular songs,
more problems are found both solvable and unsolvable. The unsolvable problems are:

1. Some students are too young; their physical bodies are not yet able to
perform enough skill to play complicated songs, therefore, they can learn
only basics, not too difficult.

2. Students have difficulty in reading notes of popular songs and do not
understand the sound which is produced from the recording. They only
recognize how to play from the teacher instead.

Solvable problems are:

1. Students have different interests in different kinds of songs which is an
obstacle for group learning. The solution is the teachers ask each student
for their needs in order to suit them.

2. Students want to play too difficult songs. The solution is having them play
songs in the methods first. When their skills are improved, let them play
short sections, and then when their skill is improve, they would be allowed
to play the whole songs.

3. The students do not practice. The solution is discussing the reasons of their
guitar learning or bringing more skilled student into the class. The students
would try harder and try to practice. The teachers may arrange a concert or

a test so that students would try harder and practice more.
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4. Students do not have time to practice. The solution is providing a
practicing room in the school for those who are interested and provide
teacher to assist individually and for ensembles.

5. Students are not familiar with the selected songs. The solution is having
the students listen to the songs repeatedly to get familiar with its style.

6. Students cannot play into the mood of the songs. The solution is explaining
the songs’ mood to the students, and letting them imagine on their own.
When they understand the songs’ mood and are able to play fluently, they

can perform perfect music.

5. Discussion
Discussion of the methods for selecting supplementary popular song for the
Yamaha guitar course: Siam Kolkarn Music School is varied in the following issues:
5.1 Attitude towards using supplementary popular songs
The teachers agree with using supplementary popular songs as in the
Yamaha guitar course since they can motivate the students to play in the Yamaha
guitar course and get rid of boredom in learning. The teachers use popular songs
mostly in beginning course due to the fact that the methods of this level do not clearly
separate the differences between popular songs and classical songs. However, the
teachers give priority to the curriculum and do not want students to play popular
songs more than those in the methods. The popular songs which are selected to teach
are considered suitable for each student’s skill level and his/her want.
5.2 Strategies for selecting supplementary popular songs
1. Musical knowledge
The teachers select supplementary songs with different uncomplicated
compositions, suitable for the students’ skills and related to the medthods’ content.
The teachers select more difficult songs for higher levels and the songs are known and
frequently heard by the students. If the songs are too complicated, the teachers
simplify into their basics that the students can learn to play. To response to the
students’ need, the teachers ask the students or listen to the radio in order to know the

present popular songs matching what the students like.
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Most problems the teachers encounter is the difficulty in finding songs to
match the students’ skill level, due to the fact that most of today’s popular songs have
too complicated musical composition. The solution is the teachers simplify the
compositions into uncomplicated versions that can be played by the students.

2. Proper practice

1) The teachers select songs for chord teaching by considering their
clear patterns, uncomplicated and related to the students’ ability. The teachers bring
different chord patterns from the methods to play in the songs by selecting basic
patterns. When the students can play, the teachers instruct more complicated patterns
until they can play the complete original ones.

2) The teachers select songs for the guitar solo teaching techniques
by considering songs with outstanding solo patterns that the students want to play.

3) The teachers select songs for ensembles teaching by considering
each student’s skill and the songs’ clear compositions. In teaching, the teachers give a
position to each student such as bass, chord, and melody to practice, and when they
can playing, have them play in an ensemble, and switch the parts.

4) The teachers select popular songs for singing with instruments
by considering frequently heard uncomplicated songs, both in melody and lyrics.
Firstly, correct tune of notes, and then when they are familiar with the melody, they
would learn to sing with lyrics.

5) The teachers select suitable melodies for practice by considering
the songs with patterns that match the students’ ability, both the fingering and the
content that related to the methods.

The problem most frequently found is the selected songs have
suitable compositions but with too complicated playing techniques for the students.
The solution is the teachers have the students slowly practice the difficult part first;
then speed up to the normal tempo. The teachers record the songs played by the
students and play the recording afterwards to explain the flaws in each section and
correct them.

3. Musical composition adaptation
Strategies is simplifying the songs into uncomplicated patterns so

that they are playable and related to the content of the methods. When the students
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can play the simple versions, the teachers adapt the songs to more difficult level until
they reach the original versions. If the students are skillful ones, the teachers adapt the
songs into more complicated ones. Along with this, the teachers have to consider the
students’ range of voice and ages.

The problem most frequently found is that the teachers cannot adapt
some songs, because it would affect the complete of the songs and make them too
much different from the original ones. The solution is that the teachers have the
students play the original patterns but change the counting rhythm or using other
device like a capo.

4. Selecting supplementary songs for making motivation.

The teachers select supplementary songs for motivation by asking the
students for songs they want to play and their favorite kinds of songs. For those
students without any idea of what to play, the teachers would provide popular songs
frequently broadcasted on radio. Most selections are pop songs because they are
frequently heard and most desirable for students to play.

The problem frequently found is that some selections are unknown or
unwanted to the students. Some students want to play hard rock or underground
songs which are unsuitable for the classical guitar. The solution is the teachers play
the selected songs and explain the playing details to the students.

5.3 Other problems and solutions

Other than the problems of selecting supplementary popular songs, more
problems are found, mostly about the students such as their physical body are not
ready for learning songs with complicated patterns, their dislike of reading popular
music notes, their different desires and interests in kinds of songs, and their lack of
musical mood when playing popular songs. The solution is that the teachers
emphasize in the methods that motivate the students to continue learning and provide
songs with suitable content to the students’ skill and desire.

6. Recommendations
The study of the methods for selecting supplementary popular songs for the
Yamaha guitar course, Siam Kolkarn Music School leads to some recommendations

as the following:
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6.1 Recommendations from the result
The teachers are well able to select supplementary songs for the Yamaha
guitar course by considering different aspects. They are also able to manage the
problems very well. However, some issues that should be more emphasized are listed
below.

1. The Siam Kolkarn Music School should provide a monthly magazine that
collects supplementary popular songs that their compositions are compatible with
each chapter in the methods’s content so that teachers are able to conveniently select
the songs from the collections to teach.

2. The teachers should keep up to date with new popular songs, in order to
know the popular songs’ features and are better at selecting songs that match with the
students’ wishes and the methods’s content, suitable content and suitable for the
students’ skill.

3. The teachers should prepare lesson plans to clearly indicate the objectives
and separate the time for methods’s lessons and supplementary songs’ lessons.

6.2 Recommendations for further studies

Selecting supplementary popular songs for the Yamaha guitar course, Siam
Kolkarn Music School is a part of music teaching in private music schools. Some
other studies can be made involving this study as the following:

1. The study of methods of selecting supplementary popular songs for other
music instruments in Siam Kolkarn Music School and other institutes.

2. The study of popular songs rearrangement for supplementary songs in the
Yamaha guitar course in Siam Kolakarn Music School and other institutes.

3. The study of methods of the classical guitar ensemble teaching in Siam

Kolkarn Music School and other institutes.
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