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STATE OF ENVIRONMENT AND CULTURE RESULTING IN CULTURAL
TOURISM SUPPORT: CASE STUDY OF POMMAHAKARN COMMUNITY,
BANGKOK

WERAYA JAYAWAN 4637498 ENRD/M

M.Sc.(ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING FOR COMMUNITY AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS : KASAM KULPRADIT,M.Sc., SOMPONG
THONGCHAI,Ph.D., PJUK HINSHERANON, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to study the state of environment and culture of
Pommahakarn community, to analyses factors involved in cultural tourism support for
the community and to suggest environmental and cultural conservation directions for
cultural tourism support. this thesis uses both qualitative and quantitative data such as
area surveys, in-depth interviews, participant and non-participant observation and
questionnaires with all 52 households in the study area.

The study shows that environmental conditions in the community are no threat
to the area’s promotion as a cultural tourism resource. However, there should be some
physical improvement in household neatness, community paths, and other deteriorated
public utilities. The community has a non-dynamic culture consisting of antique
houses and items collected by the community’s elderly. The dynamic culture consists
of occupational culture is involved with trading goods and working with government
agencies and private companies.

The community has maintained customary rituals as unique community
traditions such as paying homage to Luang Pu Mahakarn Fortress, ancient houses and
ordaining trees and celebrating Thai festivals of National Mother’s Day Celebration,
National Father’s Day Celebration and other annual festivals. The community has kept
Indigenous knowledge in melting gold, making pottery, making bird cages, traditional
Thai massage and raising local fowl.

In conclusion, Pommahakarn community has maintained environmental and
cultural conditions. That means the area could be promoted as a cultural tour site given
the environmental management ability of the community, and the diversified and
valuable culture. Therefore, government agencies should provide assistance to
improve the area as a new and valuable cultural tour site.

KEY WORDS: ENVIRONMENT/ CULTURE/ TOURISM/ POMMAHAKARN
COMMUNITY

142 P. ISBN 974-04-7771-2
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STATE OF ENVIRONMENT AND CULTURE RESULTING IN CULTURAL
TOURISM SUPPORT: CASE STUDY OF POMMAHAKARN COMMUNITY,
BANGKOK

WERAYA JAYAWAN 4637498 ENRD/M

M.Sc.(ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING FOR COMMUNITY AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS : KASAM KULPRADIT,M.Sc., SOMPONG
THONGCHAI,Ph.D., PJUK HINSHERANON, Ph.D.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Background

Government have a plan to improve Kungrattanagosil island, Bangkok, for
tourism economic support and conversation ancient place of Thai. They defined many
communitys as a slum that is obstacle for this development planing and its should be
destroyed. By this plan, Pommahakarn community will be demolished by Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration to be the park for tourists.

However ,for dwelling right in this land, local people have fought for a long
time.

Pommahakarn community is an ancient community that has worth by history
and Thai lifestyle, including Thai wisdom such as gold fusing, clay figurine making,
bird cage making, Thai massage and fighting cock breeding.

In addition, Pommahakarn community is “wood house community” that might
be the best completely remained only one in Rattanakosil island. These antique houses

are age from 150 to 200 years.
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Aside from Pommahakarn community demolition lose old cultural community,
the community eviction extremely distress people who live in the community also.

researcher have interested in Pommahakarn community and want to study
about state of environment, culture and lifestyle resulting in cultural tourism
development support. The result of research can be utilized as cultural tourism
development guideline for Pommahakarn community that respond with government
policy supporting econimic tourism. And people can be a part in the development

process.

Objectives

1. To study the state of environment and culture of Pommahakarn community for
analysis the result in cultural tourism support in the community.
2. To suggest environmental and cultural conservative direction for cultural

tourism support in Pommahakarn community

Research methodology

this thesis uses both qualitative and quantitative data such as area surveys, in-
depth interviews, participant and non-participant observation and questionnaires with
all 52 households in the study area. Methods for Primary Data Collection is area
survey, in-depth interview, observation, questionnaire

All of collecting data have categorized and arranged at the same time with
primary and secondary data collecting for easy to complete data. All of collected data
can be analysis follow by objectives of the research as follows:

All of the collected data are categorized by issues determined in scope of study
Issues. It consists of 2 main issues, state of environment and culture of Pommahakarn

community.
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Analyze the state of environmental problem Dby all questionnaire data
collected from 52 famalies, walking survey discovery by the researcher. Suggest the
environmental manage method in the community to be better.

Analyze all of culture information collected how it can support the community
to be cultural tourism resource.

The information that was analyzed by 1 and 3 can be analyzed about culture

and environment conservation for cultural tourism support in the community.

Discussions and Conclusions

This research was conducted as another way to present environmental and
cultural conservation for promoting cultural tourism of Pommahakarn community
through blending concepts of government needs for Rattanakosin tourism promotion
and academic experts who had recognized the value of being historical community as
well as development ideas of Pommahakarn community. Therefore, this research was
considered the study of community as the guidelines for life and environment quality
development based on original background of community that equipped with ancient
culture and history, aiming for being the cultural tour site and growing along with the
community lifestyles. At the same time, it must response to ideas of all sectors,
government, academic experts and community.

This research has set its objective toward the study of environmental and
cultural conditions of Pommahakarn community to analyze the effects of environment
and culture toward cultural tourism of Pommahakarn community as well as presenting

guidelines for environmental and cultural conservation in the community.

Results Discussion

Association between community culture and community environment.

Results from the study of environment conditions and community culture in

current management and problems suggested the involvement of community culture
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with occupation, traditional ritual and community wisdom with both positive and

negative effects.

Association between occupations with wisdom and environment

Results from the study of community environment problems indicated that
there have been problems with damaging and blocking water pipe. Considering the
community occupation, some community members has made the living from making
fish maws which created fats that block the pipe and sent foul odor as well as old
water pipes were installed since the community establishment.

Furthermore, there are giant trees grown all over the community. Although
community members have swept the leaves for burning on daily basis, they could not
keep up with those loose leaves on the ground, especially during spring which caused
accumulation of leaves and garbage in some area. During rainfall, the rain would wash
these items into the pipe, blocking the water pipes in the community.

After consideration of other occupations that might send the effects toward
other environmental conditions, findings indicated that fighting cock and bird breeding
could result in odor pollution. However, results of the study yield differently because
those entrepreneurs well managed environment by constantly keeping the area clean
with sweeping and turning birds and cocks wastes into plant fertilizer. From
questioning 52 households, findings indicated that there had not been any odor
problem from raising birds and fighting cocks. This could support the fact that the foul
odor from raising area had never interfered with community living. As a matter of fact,
odor pollution came from traffic smog, community garbage burning and dogs and cat
wastes at the public places.

Gold fusing has become another occupation that could damage environment
from burning “gold remains” during the melting process. However, the study revealed
that there has not been any problem raised from burning gold remains, only odor from
some chemical used in the gold fusing gold. Only 1 household got annoy by this

problem.
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As for other occupations in selling and working for companies or stores both
inside and outside community, there has not been any evidence of environmental

impact within the community.

Association between traditional rituals and environment

Although ancient trees conservation in accordance with ordain tradition of
Pommahakarn community only originated in 2005, it has become good tradition
toward environmental quality promotion of Pommahakarn community as well as
creating awareness for loving nature and natural resources conservation among
Pommahakarn community members and their offspring through sacred rituals. These
trees conservation had given serenity to the area and become shelter and food sources
for small animals, such as, birds, squirrels in the community as well as giving pleasant
scenery for the visitors.

Considering annual traditional rituals of Pommahakarn community, the King’s
birthday, paying homage to Luang Pu Pommahakarn or arranging other festivals
according to Thai tradition, Pommakarn Community must act together to better
community as well as cleaning Pommahakarn to act responsible for maintaining
ancient monuments and preserving Pommahakarn environment that had been practiced

before.

Community Managing Ability for Cultural Tourism Promotion

Environmental management is considered key factor affecting the maintenance
of that tour site to attract more tourists. Important roles for maintaining environment
should be the responsibility of community. The researcher had analyzed key factors
affecting the community environmental management capability which involved in 3

significant issues as follows.
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Community Strength

Professor Michael Helffeld, professor of Faculty of Humanities at Harvard
University referred to community strength that “ Pommahakarn community is quite
intrigue community because the community has been able to solve social problems
within 5 years. The development of Local Democracy and cooperation has been done
at high level in public area cleaning....community has never lose hope when Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration refuse to acknowledge community rights. The most
important matter is the ability of community members to care and solve problems for
themselves”. (www.matichonbook.com)

Literatures review in Chapter Il, the researcher had written about community
history of successfully fighting for the right to live in the area as well as other
community activities, such as, discussion of rights for land occupation or historical
value of Pommahakarn community that had already been arranged many times,
displaying origin of Thai musical folk dance “Phraya Petch” Pommahakarn as being
the first Theater of Thai musical folk dance of Thailand. These items have extremely
shown the potential and strength of community.

During the arrangement of each activity, community would cooperate with
outside agencies, such as, academic experts, local experts, University students of
Thammasat University, Silpakorn University, King Mongkut’s University of
Technology Thonburi, Mahidol University, Chulalongkorn University which
demonstrated Pommahakarn community strength in joining with external network.

Community strength was expressed through community management as being
illustrated in community environmental management. Findings from the study in
Chapter IV regarding environmental management, community started to maintain
environment continuously, such as, dividing community into small section for easy
garbage cleaning in the community. Making use of empty area after houses had been
demolished, such as, turning the area into playground and all purposes court for
community activities, preserving the ancient monument, Pommmahakarn by cutting
grasses growing at the crack of cement, ancient trees conservation through trees

ordain. Furthermore, community had cooperated with outside agencies, such as,
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keeping canal clean together with outside communities and setting up network in the
name of “Community Development Network and canal environment”. All of these
examples have demonstrated, community potential and strength to maintain
community environment quite well, especially after receiving assistance in budget and
equipments from the government, the community had demonstrated full potential in

maintaining community environment further.

Management System

Results of the study in Chapter 4 regarding environment indicated that few key
community environmental management systems, such as, garbage and sewage have
been managed by the government. Garbage collectors from Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration would make daily pick up while some part managed by the community
members. Mainly, branches and dried leaves would be burnt in designated place, near
the edge of the canal where air frequently flow and within the radius that should not
impose any danger to nearby households. As for blocking water pipe, the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration should urgently correct the problem.

Furthermore, area studying and making acquaintance with community
members had made the researcher learn about community security system which
assigned 6 community members for night watch every night at the entrance of
Pommahakarn in order to prevent burglary and fire. Furthermore, some community
members were volunteered for House Police assisting Sumranrat Police in watching

the public park nearby the community.

Law Enforcement

Knowledge in Law Enforcement among community members is being crucial
for them to demand their right for receiving public utilities and environmental
management services from the government.

Literature review in Chapter Il indicated that academic experts and professors
from Silpakorn University and Thammasat University had directly deal with the laws
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which was the working team under the community development project named
“Pommahkarn Antique Houses Project”. It was the project responsible by Architect
Professors from Silpakorn University who had sign the agreement to cooperate
between Bangkok, Silpakorn University and Pommahakarn community to prepare the
area for cultural and historical educational source. Therefore, community was able to
demand legal services and rights from the government by having legal advisors.
Furthermore, many academic experts have continued to work with community
from the past to present, not only in the study of community history, culture or
participation of demanding legal rights for living in the area. Community had network

to provide legal advice.

Research Conclusion

In the study of “Environmental Cultural conditions effecting cultural tourism,
Case Study: Mahakarn Fortress, Bangkok Metropolitan”, research results were

concluded as follows.

Studying environment and culture of Mahakarn Fortress Community

Environmental Conditions. As for garbage, there had been good practice in
garbage collection and cleaning from agencies under the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration and community. Water contains some odor although it is not too strong
and much less odor than the past and continue improving from the opening of
Watergate as well as the canal is being looked after by Bangkok Metropolis
Administration, together with the community members as network being set up for
cleaning. This is indicated that community members are having good conscious
toward canal preservation and no flood problem. Community air has no serious threat
to the community. Community atmosphere is quite relaxed without loud noises to
create nuisance.

Culture. Conclusion from cultural study revealed that community maintained 2

types of cultures as follows.
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-Non-dynamic culture consisted of antique houses and collector items of
community elderly.

-Dynamic culture consisted of occupational culture that involved with trading
goods of blue collars and working with the government agencies and private
companies.

Community has maintained traditional ritual as unique community tradition,
such as, paying homage to Luang Pu Mahakarn Fortress, ancient houses and trees
ordain and Thai festivals of National Mother Day Celebration, National Father Day
Celebration and other annual festivals. Community has kept Indigenous knowledge in
melting gold, making pottery, making bird cages, traditional Thai massage, raising

local fowls.

Analyzing the effect of environmental and cultural conditions toward cultural

tourism promotion of Mahakarn Fortress Community

Environmental conditions in the community under the study presented no
threat toward area promotion for being cultural tour site. However, there should be
some physical improvement in household neatness and community path, including
deteriorated public utility.

As for community culture, findings indicated that it may be suitable to promote
cultural tourism because of culture at Pommahakarn has own unique identity and value
as well as diversified wisdom enough to promote and develop community area for

cultural tour site.
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Recommendations for environmental and cultural conservation to promote

community cultural tourism

Recommendations for environmental conservation to promote community

tourism.

Other traditional rituals of community had encouraged environmental
activities. Therefore, community leader should arrange these activities annually and
continuously to preserve these traditions as well as promoting children and youth in
the community to constantly participate in those activities. It was another way to raise
good conscious toward environmental preservation and start new project to better care
for environment.

Trees created pleasant scenery for community, suitable for being recreational
area. Community leader should encourage community members to preserve these
ancient trees.

Guidelines and punishment for littering in household and public area must be
set up for “joint regulations” as well as guidelines for separating garbage as
“community regulation”.

Community must arrange activities to preserve canal together with other
community network. Therefore, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and relevant

agencies should assist community members in promoting activities to preserve canal.

Recommendations for cultural conservation to promote community tourism

Transportation facilities should be built to connect area between Pommahakarn
Community and nearby tour sites.

Arranging all year activities to coincide with Thai Festivals as well as local
festivals of Pommahakarn community to make tourism more vibrant.

Encouraging community members returning to sell meals in the community

during festivals.
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Community Learning Center should be built to gather interesting historical
data, including fighting history for the right to live in the area, pictures of old
community, background of ancient history, ancient artifacts or community collection
items and other wisdom.

Restoring ancient houses back to the same conditions as well as assigning
community member as caretaker of Learning Center for community and ancient
houses to provide assistant and information for interested tourists.

Arranging festival to bring back community cultural history, such as, origin of
Thai musical folk drama or making Thai musical instruments. In the past, there had
been some cooperation to earn the support from both public and private sectors.

There should be some demonstration of community wisdom for interested
tourists and youth, both inside and outside community to recognize the value of
wisdom and transmit to the next generation.

In conclusion, Pommahakarn community has maintained environmental and
cultural conditions that capable of promoting area to be cultural tour site with
environmental management ability of Pommahakarn community, including diversified
valuable culture with identity as being specified by current cultural sites. Therefore,
government agencies should provide assistance to improve new and valuable cultural

tour site.

Research Recommendation

Findings from this research indicated that the government policies sometimes
have disagreed with people demand which may cause long time conflict such as the
case of Pommahakarn Community. Therefore, people’s participation in measures
setting of development policies is considered crucial for improving life quality and
truly serving the need of people under the Democracy.

Findings from this research indicated that data collection was extremely
difficult because the community had been served eviction notice from the government
which caused suspicious among the community members when being asked for

information. They were afraid that the key information would be used against them by
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the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. It might affect their negotiation for the
right to live in the area. Therefore, the researcher would like to recommend studying
community background in minute details and selecting community that could openly
reveal information so that data could be conveniently collected.

Due to difficulties in community data collection that have risen from conflict
between the government and the community as previously mentioned, the next
researcher who wants to conduct the community research must make close
acquaintance with community in all activities to earn their trusts so that they are
willing to cooperate as well as getting in-depth information and other information
aside from main objective of the research. This may benefit the research analysis with
broader perspective and add more reliability to the study.

Findings from this research after measuring temperature and noise level within
the community indicated that derived data was not key data. It was done only to
support air and noise analysis which might not be up to academic standard. If the data
was prepared for key data, there should be measurement in accordance to academic

theory.
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