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THE PERFORMANCE OF RANAAD TUM : KHAEK MON.

KRISDA DANPRADIT 4237925 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THEMATIC PAPER ADVISORS : PINIT CHAISUWAN NATIONAL ARTIST., ANAK
CHARANYANON. B.Ed., M.M., NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAT. B.Ed., M.A., SOMSAK
KAETKAANCHAN, B.Ed., M.A., D.PHIL.

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thematic paper are to study ways to perform Thai traditional music
called Khaek Mon on Ranaad Tum and to introduce various ways to perform Khaek Mon on Ranaad
Tum. All information and datum from various literature and different research were collected as well
as interviewing many experienced musicians in order to gain more knowledge. Moreover, the writer
has gained experience by performing at many musical functions and ceremonies.. With all the
experience and new knowledge, the writer tried to experiment with ensembles and especially tried
many different ways of performing Ranaad Tum. Finally, after fine tuning the ensembles with many
rehearsals, the writer presented the recital by performing the Ranaad Tum with Khack Mon Sam
Chan in public.Pieces performed included Khack Mon Overture , Khaek Mon Tao and Arthit Ching
Duang. This recital was performed on March 14, 2003 at the College of Music, Mahidol University.
After the recital, questionnaires were distributed to the audience to evaluate the performance.

Khaek Mon was composed by Phra Pradit Phairoh (Mee Duriyangkul). The original
melody, which originated during the Ayudhya period, was extended. The rhythmic pattern is Na Tab
Prob Kai. The melody is played continuously and each melody has 3 movements. Each movement
consists of 6 thythmic patterns. This new form has been used widely. After it was developed, many
new forms have been accepted and are popularly used such as Pleng Ruang Khaek Mon for Thai
musical instruments.

Ranaad Tum, xylophone like instrument. Its function is to follow the other instruments. The
performance is the same as on a Gong Wong Yai when performed at Thai ceremonial functions. The
composer intended for the performer to perform exactly like on a Gong Wong Yai. When being
performed in a running style it is like a Gong Wong Lek. When being performed in triplets it is like
Ranaad Ek at the beginning and the ending of the music. Ranaad Tum also carries its own style in
improvising its own melody. However, this is all up to the form of the composition and the skills and
techniques of the performer. To perform the Ranaad Tum is to show the virtuosity of the performer.
In order to perform well, the performer has to concentrate and be patient in order to show all the
techniques. The evaluation of the performance showed that audience were satisfied with more than 95
%.

KEY WORDS : PERFORMANCE / RANAAD TUM / KHAEK MON.

103 P. ISBN 974-04-3249-2
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Executive Summary

The Performance of Ranaad Tum Khaek Mon

Introduction

Music is considered as a heritage of mankind. All races have music in their
own culture, which can be aesthetically used in the society. The kinds of music are
varied according to its occasions that it is used such as music for rituals and
performances, music for encouraging, music for being a signal and music for
entertaining. Since the old days until the present time, music has been continually
created in each society and eventually becomes heritage of the nation and the world.

The culture of music has been developed to be one of civilized cultures. When
several kinds of music are compared, differences and similarities are found in details.
Music of each nation has its own identity. The differences make music of each culture
unique.

Thai music 1s one kind of music culture which Thai ancestors had created. It
has been cultural identity and the national and the world heritage since the old days.
Thai music is played in group which is formed differently from others nations. The
ways of playing Thai musical instruments are different according to the different kinds
of the instruments, such as Ranaad Ek (a treble gamelan), Ranaad Tum (a bass
gamelan), Saw Ou (an alto fiddle), Saw Duang (a treble fiddle), Klui Piang Aw (a
flute) and Pi Nai (a pipe). Each instrument has its uniqueness, though the same song is
played, the styles of playing are not similar. However, at the end of the song, all
instruments will end at the same tone. The unique style of playing Thai music is called
Variation. It is freely adapted from the main sound of a big round gong or Khong
Wong. The variation is not fixed, it can be different though the same song is played
several times. The variation is up to how the instruments are set. Moreover, it also

changes according to the mood and the ability of the players and other surroundings.

The way of playing is an important factor of music culture. It is the part of
aesthetic wisdom, which is considered as Thai cultural identity. The way of playing can

be classified according to three factors: the kind of bands, the songs, and the adaptation
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of the band. The three factors make styles of playing different. Moreover, it can also be
classified by different purposes of playing such as playing for rituals, playing for
performances and playing for entertaining. Thai music culture focuses on the style of
playing because there are various styles to be aesthetically presented to audience. For
this reason, to study the music that revealed in the styles of playing and the surrounding
cultural contexts of the songs is useful for Thai music society.

Khaek Mon Song is the good example of the study. There are many
outstanding features, which can be classified as follows:

1. History and popularity

There is an evidence which proves that Khaek Mon Song is popular among
Thai musicians both in Wong Pi Pat and Wong Kruang Sai It has been developed to be
a single song in order to show the ability of the musicians.

2. Being the story song
Khaek Mon Story Song is a popular song of Wong Pi Pat. It is a slow song, which is
played in some rituals such as for welcoming the monks and playing for some
performances like Hands Dance which is one of Thai classical dance.

3. The prominence of Pleng Homrong
Pleng Homrong Khaek Mon is a kind of song recital, which is unique and is adapted
from Pleng Khaek Mon Samchan consisting of three parts. The first part is simply
played as the background whereas the second and the third parts are played
dynamically in order to show the ability of the players. Some skillful players can play
the third part alone in one round, which makes the music more beautiful.

4. The prominence of Pleng Thao
Pleng Khaek Mon Thao is the good example of song composing. It is clear in the way
of flexibility both in singing and playing music. Pleng Thao is popular in Wong Pi Pat
and other kinds of bands.

5. Being the single song

Pleng Khaek Mon is played as a single song by using all kinds of instruments
in Thai music band, except the minor instruments. The Single Khaek Mon Song is a
kind of single song called Na Tap Prop Kai, which shows the academic ability of
creating rhythm and the way of playing according to what the song composer has

formulated.
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From the above outstanding features of Pleng Khaek Mon and the nature of the
society in each era, it is interesting to study more deeply about other aspects of the
song which is played by Ranaad Tum or a bass gamelan in Wong Pi Pat. The purpose
studying is to present the work of various styles of playing practical music. The study
of Pleng Khaek Mon played by Ranaad Tum (a bass gamelan) is useful for practical
Thai music study. For this reason, the researcher chooses to present the topic of The

Performance of Ranaad Tum Khaek Mon for this study.

Objectives
1. To investigate ways of playing Pleng Khaek Mon by using Ranaad Tum.
2. To present the methods of playing Pleng Khaek Mon by using Ranaad Tum.

Methods

The writer collected data from both direct and indirect experiences,
interviewing some experts, participating in classroom discussion and joining in real
performances which the researcher had a chance to be one of the players. Moreover,
the data was collected from literary works and research. The rehearsal was done after
data had been collected. The musicians were carefully recruited. Many styles of
playing were also tried in order to choose the most suitable song to perform in public.
Additionally, the questionnaire was used after the show in order to investigate the

audience’s satisfaction, which is divided into three levels.

Scopes

Methods of playing Ranaad Tum Pleng Khaek Mon are different according to
the characteristics of the song. The scopes of presenting the characteristics of Pleng
Khaek Mon are as follows:

1. Presenting the various methods of playing Ranaad Tum Pleng Khaek Mon
which is played in Wong Pee Part by using documents and performing in public.

2. This study investigated only the characteristics of triple Khaek Mon or Pleng
Khaek Mon Sam Chan and Pleng Diew Ranaad Tum which had related characteristics.
Pleng Khaek Mon Sam Chan was adapted for playing with other single instruments. In
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public performing, other songs were included in order to make the performance
interesting.

3. Pleng Khaek Mon played as a single song was played by using Ranaad Tum
which was the main instrument that the researchers chose to study in the curriculum of

the Master of Art in Practical Music.

Results

Pleng Khaek Mon was composed by Pra Pradit Pairua ( Mee DuriyangKul) or Kru
Mee Khaek, the artist of the court of the King Rama 4 of Krung Rattanakosin. It was
expanded from double- step song of Ayuddhaya to triple-step song that Na Tap Propkai
which consisted of three parts and six rhythms was used. It was considered as a modern
and popular song since in Ayuddhaya Era only double and single step song were used.
Pleng Khaek Mon has been gradually developed to many kinds of songs, which are
widely played such as Pleng Ruang Khaek Mon, Pleng Homrong Khaek Mon, Pleng
Khaek Mon Thao, and Pleng Diew Khaek Mon for various kinds of Thai musical
instruments.

Ranaad Tum is a percussion instrument, which functions as the follower. It
functions similarly to the big round gong or Khong Wong Yai of Wong Pi Pat that is
played as a ceremony song and a control song. Moreover, it is also similar to the small
round gongs or Khong Wong Lek in serving details and Ranaad Ek in guiding the
way, grinding, starting and ending the song and also similar to Ranaad Tum in teasing.
In playing a single song, the ability of the players is evaluated. The players need to
have patience, concentration, techniques of playing and techniques of self-control until
the end of the song. For this reason, Ranaad Tum played an important role that covers
many functions such as to follow, to support and to tease which is similar to the other
instruments in Wong Pi Pat.

The performance was on the March 14, 2003 of March, 2003 at Room 407,
College of Music, Mahidol University. The recital is 80 minutes. The questionnaires
were used to investigate the audience’s satisfaction of the practical music performance.
The songs played in the performance consisted of Pleng Diew, Pleng Homrong, Pleng

Thao, and Pleng La. There were three levels of satisfaction: very satisfied, fairly
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satisfied and no comment. Seventy copies the questionnaires were used in collecting
data, 58 copies were received. The results were as follows:
The data from 58 copies were received from 31 males (53.45%), 27 females

(46.55%).

Ages of the respondents Percentage
Lower than 20 years 20.46 %
21-25 years 27.27%
26-35 years 27.27%
36-50 years 18.18%
Higher than 51 years 6.82%
Music Experience Percentage
Basic of Pi Pat 40.91%
Basic of string instruments 43.18%

Basic of other kinds of instruments (Western Music) 15.91%

There were more males audiences than females. The ages were between 21-35
years old. Most of them were students and ones who were interested in music and had
skills in playing instruments. After the performance, the writer asked some expert to

watch the video of performance and give some advice, which is classified as follows:

1. Pleng Diew Khaek Mon ( Solo Khaek Mon)
The song played in the performance was crated from playing Ranaad Tum. It was
played like the ancient style, which takes only a few minutes but impressed the
audiences quite well. The song’s focus was on the rhyming lyrics and the continuity of
using hands to carefully close the gongs.

The results of investigating audiences’ s satisfaction from the questionnaire

revealed as follows:

Very Satistied Fairly Satisfied | No comment
Percentage 97.73 2.27 -

Most audiences were satisfied with the performance (97%). The single way of

playing Ranaad Tum was finely composed by focusing on rhyming lyrics so that it
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was attracted by the audiences. Moreover, the technique of playing Ranaad Tum also
made the performance interesting and impressive.

2. Pleng Homrong Khaek Mon

Pleng Homrong Khaek Mon is the song that shows the ability of the musicians.
It The music scale is different from the former triple song or Khaek Mon Sam Chan.
The sound of Ranaad Ek that follows the pipe or Pi is finely mixed. The researcher
aimed to show the style of modifying Ranaad Tum from the first part differently,
which was carefully done in order not to make the other musicians feel too excited.
The second part of the variation was used for teasing and reduced the members’
excitement. It was also to present the outstanding role of Ranaad Tum which
interrupted and teased Ranaad Ek and functioned as the follower. It showed the ability
of altering and controlling before the third part was played.

The results of investigating audiences’ s satisfaction from the questionnaire

revealed as follows:

Very Satistied Fairly Satisfied | No comment
Percentage 95.45 4.55 -

95.45 percent of the audiences were satisfied with the performance. They
commented that the way of playing was good, Ranaad Ek and Ranaad Tum suited well,
the researcher had good ability of music variation. The style of playing was interesting,
especially, at the second and the third parts. The five instruments were well related.
They produced impressive and fine sound at the end.

3. Pleng Khaek Mon Thao

Pleng Khaek Mon Thao is the music that the composer readjusted to be Pleng
Homrong and Pleng Diew. The writer had presented the talent of music variation by
using Ranaad Tum in Wong Pi Pat. The first part was altered simply as the
background whereas the second and the third parts were more excited. There were the
chorus between the lines and the rhythm. The Ranaad Ek was played in following
beforel rhythm and sending half a rhythm. The single scale was not popular in
playing.

The results of investigating audiences’ s satisfaction from the questionnaire

revealed as follows:
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Very Satisfied Fairly Satisfied | No comment
Percentage 90.91 9.09 -

Most audiences were satisfied with the performance, especially the variation of
Ranaad Tum, which supported Ranaad Ek. Additionally, it also finely controlled the
rhythm. The voice of the singer was also impressive and at the final part of the
performance, the ability of the player in playing single instruments was wonderfully
presented.

4. Pleng Pra Arthit Ching Duang

Pleng Pra Arthit Ching Duang is the goodbye song, which was played at the
end of the performance. The most outstanding instrument was the pipe or Pi. It used
for teasing while the singer was singing. In this song, the sound of Ranaad was shaper
and clearer than the other songs. The last song reduced tension of the musicians. Both
Ranaad Ek and Ranaad Tum had their own uniqueness so that the techniques of
playing or stressing sound was unique.

The results of investigating audiences’ s satisfaction from the questionnaire

revealed as follows:

Very Satisfied Fairly Satisfied | No comment
Percentage 95.45 4.45 -

Most audiences were satisfied with the performance. The way of singing and
altering Ranaad Tum and the pipe or Pi was complemented. Though there was an
ambiguity of the singing, the audiences were impressed by the music variation.

In conclusion, the presentation of the performance of Ranaad Tum Khaekmon,
both content presentation and public performance could give clear knowledge about
the song and the way of playing Ranaad Tum. The evaluation revealed that most
audiences were satisfied with the performance. The old music teachers and the
members of committees had no more comment than congratulating with the success.
In playing Ranaad Tum, the player must realize of its function which is similar to the
big round gongs or Khong Wong Yai, the small round gongs or Khong Wong Lek and

Ranaad Tum. They function as the controllers and helpers in the band and were also
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the comedians. Moreover, the way of practice need to be developed in order to make it

more accordant.

Recommendation

From the conclusion of the practical music presentation, the playing of Ranaad
Tum Khaek Mon which used Wong Pi Pat Sepa has some points that need to be
improved as follows:

1. Research Study

1.1 The research study does not focus on writing or arranging volume so
that, during the course of studying, students should learn how to developed new idea
in order to ease the way of writing research. Students should cling with the form of the
graduate school.

1.2 The information in doing research study is still ambiguous since it is
done for the first time with this group of students. The objectives of the study and the
findings are not balance so that the next group needs to improve this point.

2. Public Presentation

2.1 The number of the musicians was limited so that it was not easy for the
recruitment and for skill developing. The rehearsal was done in small group. If the
musicians were the students of the expert, the recruitment would be easier.

2.2 The readjustment of the song composing according to the ancient way
would be easy to memorize if the single way used to be learned. If it were not done in
the correct order, it would be confused. Nowadays, the song should be play in a single
way and the musicians should learn from the same teachers.

2.3 Since the performance was one of process of evaluating according to
the master degree curriculum, there was an anxiety and excitement much more than
the normal performance. The arrangement had been fixed so that there were too many
limitations. For this reason, the performance was lacked of aesthetic taste of Thai
music. Moreover, some audiences suggested that the musicians should smile during
the show.

2.4 During the performance, some audiences did not turn off their mobile
phone and the light on the stage was not bright enough.

3. Other Suggestions
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3.1 The public relation needed to be improved for this kind of project was
done for the first time. The performance should not be organized during the vacation
and the organizers should invite the guests from outside the university.

3.2 The presentation still conserved the old ways of performing. It was not
to create new things so that it might seem to some people that the performance was
old-fashion.

3.3 The performers should be prepared. They should not be careless both
about the band and their own health.

3.4 Though the sound system of the room was high quality, the light need

to be improved since the audience could not see the musicians clearly.





