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KORAT LULLABY

ONGARJ SAIYAITONG 4237775 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIEYS)

THESIS ADVISOR : WACHIRAPORN WANDEE B.A., M.A., ANAN

SOBLERK B.ED., M.ED., PORNTHIP U-SUPPARAT B.A., M.A.

ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to collect various types of Korat lullaby.
This study aims to anayze the melody and composition of Korat lullaby in
relation to the socia culture.This research is a study in ethnomusicology using
a qualitative research methodology. The information was obtained and
gathered from field work including interviews , observations , and related
documents.

The result of the research found that there are 3 melodies in Korat
lullaby ; Korat lullaby , Pleng Korat (Korat song) and E-sarn Nua (Upper
Northeastern) lullaby. They are basically smple tunes. Their meaning relates
to agricultural society. The way of life depends upon the local environment
and Korat lullabies were an offering in the struggle to survive. In addition,
Korat lullabies aso relate to the belief in value and custom. Moreover , the
nutritional culture aso relates to the local environment. Korat lullabies have
changed from creating love, strong family relationships and cultivating good
behavior , to being used for educational purpose and only to be preserved.
Absolutely , the Korat lullaby will be lost from Thai society if no measure is
done to preserve them.

KEY WORDS : LULLABY / KORAT / MELODIES/ ROLES/E—-SAN NUA
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Executive Summary

Rationale

Lullaby is universal culture created by human in every society , it
reflects artistic mental process in man. Thus lullaby could be referred as
reflection of thought , imagination and aestheticity in human being.

Tha lullaby in each geographic region reflects people's capability in
creating music which is the product of local imagination and wisdom of each
locality. It also reflects the artfullness in language utilization in poetic form of
Thai people.

Lullaby is classified as ora literature to lull children to have deep
sleep within very short time. It can be found in every region of the country,
the content may differ since each region has different socio —cultural context.
The lullaby of each region always relates and reflects ways of life, tradition
and culture of that region. Thus the lullaby of four regions of Thailand has
distinctively different melody and content.

Lullaby of each region acts as mechanism in cultivating order ,
tradition and ways of life of the society or relieving some pressure existing in
that society. For example some of the north —eastern lullaby reflect the effort
of the artist trying to express loneliness and difficulty in life resulting from
family , social and economic problems.

The other role of lullaby is to act as the recorder of loca history,
ecology , belief , value, tradition and ways of life in many aspects.

Tha society is in the transitional period from traditiona to modern ,
everything is in a hurry (to be in accord with high technology and fast speed
of life) Tha lullaby which is the reflective mirror of the past is fading from
people ways of life. The main reason for the loss of lullaby is that it is that
oral melody which is memorised from person to person without literary
recording. Regretfully many valuable lullaby had been lost.
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The researcher realized the high value of the lullaby , thus began to
study Korat lullaby by interviewing and discussing with the winners from the
lullaby contest held by Mahidol University in the year 2000. The contest
committee had classified Korat ( Nakorn Rasima) lullaby as central region
lullaby though Korat is in the north eastern region. The reason for this
classification was that the Korat lullaby melody is very much more similar to
central region than north — eastern. The contesters from Korat contended that
their lullaby was uniquely Korat of 100 years old not central one, however
they accepted that the melody and language might have some similarity with
the centra one. This contrasting point inspired the researcher to search for
more detail about Korat lullaby. How many different melodies were there,
what were the content and context , what roles it played in the past and
current societies. How did the Korat lullaby adapt itself to survive in the
society. The researcher had collected data from the winners of North — eastern
lullaby contest held by Mahidol University in the year 2000. The researcher
had recorded the melodies in musical scales and analysed the melodical
structure using musical anthropology approach

The objective of the study.

To study and analyse the melody of the Korat [ullaby.

To study and analyse the words used in Korat lullaby.

To study the role of Korat lullaby in the local context.

To help preserve and propagate the Korat lullaby for more public
use.

el SN

Scope of the study.

The researcher studied only Korat lullaby northeastern Thai lullaby from
the winners (northeastern) of 4 region lullaby contest in the year 2000 which
had been organized by Mahidol University and from knowledgable person in
the field. The area of study was scoped only within Kong district Nakhorn
Ratchasima province.

Data collection and method of study

Documentary study on general knowledge about Nakhorn Ratchasima
province and related literature about Ilullaby were undertaken before data
collection in the field during the field study, additiona literature and research
was also reviewed to refine the data collection methodology. Thus the source
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of data could be classified as two sources, firstly documentary and field
interviews and secondly from interviewing the winners of 4 region lullaby
contest in the year 2000 organized by Mahidol University.

Data Analysis

The researcher had examined all data from various documents and field
data, classified into two main categoriesin order to analyze by applying the
anthropology theoretical concept as the principle of analysisin two principal issues as
follows: -

1). Theanalysis of the melody of the Korat lullaby in the sense of the
symphonic characteristicsor “ singing quality” such as sound system song’s pattern,
aswell asthe former Korat lullaby melody of each home, the lullaby melody of the
Korat song and northeastern regions. It can be divided into three issues—that is: -

(2). Lullaby pattern analysis
(2). Thelullaby structure analysis
(3). Lullaby content, rhythm and melody analysis

2). The analysis of the song’ words (rhyme) of Korat lullaby reflecting the
way of life, love and care between adultsand children. Bringing in the
surrounding nature to composed into the song’swords as reflection of local
culture. The analysis are divided into three categories.

(2). Thesocial reflection

(2). Thecultural reflection
(3). Theroleof Korat lullaby

Stylistics of the Korat L ullabies and Compositions

According to the field data collection, it was found that there were three
melody to be sung in the Korat lullaby.
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1). Themelody of the Korat lullaby

Music score showing the melody of the Korat lullaby
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The Korat lullaby rhythm characterizes the single piece of song without
length’ s limit. The main structure of the melody can be divided into three parts - that
is, 1). Thedrawing voice of introduction to be slowly sung without words. 2).
The song’ s words can be changed into many pieces with no length limit.  3). Theend

of the drawing voice indicates the end of a song.
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2). The melody of Korat song

The song of Korat is used to counter sing between man and woman (called a
retort song). However, the words can be changed into lulling or soothing as well
with the melody as follws:-

Scores showing the melody of Korat song.
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Song of Korat isasingle piece of song without length’slimit, it is flexible
accordingly with characteristics of the song. There are three parts of its structure —
that is, 1). The “beginning” or first part is the introductory singing with short words
to introduce the story 2). The query part to carry the storiesof the song with
handclapping one time at the end of this query called the “middle part” or “sa-
deu” of the song and 3). The fina part, end of the song or “getting down part”
which isthe summary. Usually the rhyme of consonant is being controlled —that is,
the end of words of both verse’slinesmust carry the same sound of consonant. The
style of melody will depend mainly on the piece of the song writing or song
story, the sound of melody is medium the singing style isflexible.

3). Themelody of the Upper part of Northeastern lullaby

These are the melody usually found in the Northeastern region (upper part) of
Thailand, and they are sung within the groups of the Northeastern culture, who
immigrated into the Nakhorn Ratchasima province.

Scores showing the melody of the Northeastern lullaby.
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The Northeastern lullaby is a single part of song without length limit, and can
be changeable in its words continually. It usually begins with the sing of the
introductory drawing of voicein Thai style singing between two words of song,
follows by the song’ s words, and ends or gets down by the end-drawing voice of
singing without fixing the rhythm control. But, the method of singing will be varied
in accordance with the sound of the tonal mark or tonal accent in Thai writing.
Particularly, the sound, used in the establishment of the melody, actually includesin
the same mode.

Analysis of the song’'swords of the Korat lullaby

In this analysis of the song’ s words of the Korat lullaby, the researcher has
analyzed in two issues — that is, the social reflexion and the cultural reflexion. Itis
found that, as follows: -

The social reflexion. According to the song’s words of the Korat lullaby, it
reflects to the geographical situation, the environmental resources inclusive the
economic conditions as well as the communities’ career - that is,

1). Reflection of the local geography in Nakhorn Ratchasima province.
The song described the area as curved plateau - high - low similar to the wave,
called “Kok” or knoll or hillock appearing as follows.

9y
wang Inantos au'liTan luifuda nhy

1 7 1 LY ) ] = [
mwu"lawmu"lwummz WEAINTEINTNUNUTULTYIAULTALDY

The song mentioned awoman went on the hillock (Kok) to collect the
mushroom, but being chased by an elephant. She ran away but fall down the
mushroom scattered around the place. She had to leave the mushroom there to
save her life. The she must have run away regretfully.

2). Reflectionof the environmental. The people in Nakhorn Ratchasimain
the past were blessed whit enormous availability of natural resources and could
not hesitate to put them in the song; for example, some animals such as* white
cats’ were mentioned in Korat lullaby. In addition, many kinds of vegetables grown
up or planted in the locality were also referred in the song’ s words as follows: -
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1 ] < 1
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The song described the character of the white cat as being fond of
climbing the tree, the elephants came to eat farmers sugarcane and mother lull
the children to Sleep.

3). Reflection of socio—economic situation and family life. The poverty
and hardship, the broken-home familiesand divorce was described in the song of
Mother Hang lullaby The peasants home were roofed by thatch. They earned
their living by different ways of life such as farming, cultivating silk worm
making their own cloth, making basket collecting food from nature including
hunting for animals for food. For example,

UOUAUADIADHATNUNIGNUD LN uougUAINAULAMNTN Y
E4

wil) e @vun lawm i lhnatlslannden

wi Tdeaeuegluihauweu uouAIMAMAUA LN FNdDY

The song described about the mother swinging the cradle putting her
child to sleep. Promising her child to grill the egg and fish for food after
going out to feed the silk worms with mulberry leaves.

Reflection of culture. The song described some cultural characteristics in
the society as follows.

1). The belief such as the supernatural belief, ghosts and spirits, classes of
demons for hell, souls, nagas or serpents, belief in courage and merit making,
reflecting in the naming of achild such as“Boonpluk”, “Boonshu” (Boon means
merit).

F4
Alnathiwdwai Hu'ladi 1n'la lngos

ialAeenudunu'le

The song described about the spirits being ordered by their master to eat
the child who does not go to sleep and being naughty. Thus to threaten the
child to deep. Itisthethreatening their children for fear in order to hurry to sleep by
bringing the belief in spirits to be sung.
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2). Reflection of the ways of life such as the value in the maintenance of
health or sanitation as follows:-

] 1 ' ] <
1 lauaney i Tewmiiuailvuoy

] + 1 J ] <
U Tauy v Tiewmiiuenilwny

The song insinuatingly, sarcasticaly or ironically blames oneswho do not
liketo take bath, that their bodies would give abad smell.

3). Reflection of the custom such asthe Kathin offerings to the priest in
the temple as follows.

Y Ay 9 1
N1ITINALDY m'lellll']lﬂﬁﬂgulﬂﬂ'lmlcﬂu

Y gvl o Y A Aa
VlllW']EJ‘]Jigﬂ‘]JW'JLLW'Ju ﬁ'\nu!@"lhl'JW"lfllﬁﬂﬂﬂulfJﬁl

The song described the “Kathin offerings custom” which is the Buddhist
merit making ceremony held annually once a time and to be arranged within
time limited by the Lord Buddha. Such ceremony will be the procession of the
“Kathin” parading to the temple beautifully. The song describes the “Kathin
parade.” The boat and the oars are decorated more beautiful than the regular
boats.

4). Reflection of food culture. The song described about the abundant
availability of food in the locality such as rice, fish, crabs, shell, shrimps, various
vegetables, taro roots, white potatoes, preserved fish, roasted chickens, many curries
etc; for instance,

Y [
RGERE UANIIATINIDUNAIA

und'lnugagneldads unanifalaan

In this song’ swords, it mentioned the cooking of food by mixing into
curries, with the ingredients such as chicken, shrimps, fish, morning glory and

papaya.
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Roles of the Korat lullaby

According to the data and information studied and analyzed by the researcher

relating to theroles of the Korat lullaby, it wasfound that the main function of the Korat
lullaby is tosingand lull the children both in the past and present. In addition, it played an
important roles the community and society by teaching moral cultivating and in thelink
of thefamiliesties to their familiesand the community. In addition, itisa part of bringing
up society, creating pleasure and joy, and relaxing or smoothing the stress of the singer
or the audiences. In addition the lullaby can play other roles asthe means to preserve
our ancestors' heritage which isthe culture of locality and the transfer of knowledge, custom,
and value of the peoplein society. It also help to teach children to learn to sing the
song and learn the local language.

If there is not any of such mechanism, those custom might disappeared
definitely; such as, “msasvaaduche” (calling up many people to help yarning of

the cotton at night time) even if teaching the children to get acquaintance with the
dialect, or the establishment of the singing preferences for the children as well.
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