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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF PHLENG RAMWONG, THE THAI STYLIZED DANCE
SONG

SIRIWAT CHATMATEE 4237125 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS : NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAIJT, B.ED., M.ED., M.A., KITTI
SRIPAURAYA, M.A., ANAN NAK-KHONG, M.A., M. PHIL.

ABSTRACT
The objective of this research is to study the melody and development of Phleng Ram
Wong Mattrathan during 2481 — 2487 B.E. — the period of Marshal P. Piboolsongkram’s government.
The research was done by gathering information from written accounts and documents from this
period to study the development of Phleng Ram Wong. As for the melody, the method of analysis is
musicological taken from the book “Ram Wong” of the National Fine Arts Department.

The result of this research is that the melody of Phleng Ram Wong is composed in the style
of Thai music. At the beginning, the melody of Phleng Ram Wong is extended from Thai music
(Phleng Khak Bora Thet Song Chan into Phleng Ngam Saeng Duen) and rearranged in the style of
Phleng Ram Wong. In later period Ram Wong, the composition is done according to the method
and theory of Thai music.

Development of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan resulted from the idea of cultural revolution
during the government of Marshal P. Piboolsongkram (2481-2487 B.E.). And since the administration
of'this government followed the idea of cultural revolution, local games and plays were improved to
be equivalent to those in European countries. As a result, the local play “Ram Tone” was improved
and renamed as “Ram Wong” However, the musicians and performers did not know how to
change Ram Wong according to the government’s specifications. The government, thus, assigned
the National Fine Arts Department to help improve and promote the new play to people using the
name of “Ram Wong Mattrathan”

From the analysis of the melody of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan, it was found that Phleng
Ram Wong Mattrathan consists of short lyric and moderate tempo which are suitable for inspiring

physical activity and Phleng Ram Wong itself is an example of formalized Thai music composition.

169 pp. ISBN 974 —04 —4875—-5
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Executive Summary

The study “The analysis of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan” tends to study the form and
development of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan which is developed from folk play to modern one.
The contents are divided as follow

1. History and development of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan

2. Musical form of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan

3. Roles of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan

Form

Development of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan | Raoles ~
\L -

System

The analysis is done by the method of Musicology to study the relationship between musical

development and system used in the composition of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan.

1. History and development of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan

Under the government of Marshal P. Piboolsongkram (2480 — 2487 B.E.), the cultural
revolution policy affected some of Thai lifestyles, traditions and culture to be altered in accordance
with those civilized countries. As a result, some traditions and culture considered as obsolete are
dismissed New traditions and culture are established and set as rules for all citizens to follow in
order to lead the country to civilization.

Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan is one of the new cultural establishment which its development
is parallel to the political ideal.

World War II is the period of power division and clashing between democracy and
communism with the U.S. as a leader of the former and the U.S.S.R. of the latter. These two extremely
different disciplines also reflect in the thought of culture.

Culture in the view of democracy is seen as something to bring people together. On the

contrary. The communistic view considers culture as illusive and makes people blind. People cannot
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be in harmony and society will not get stronger. The cultural thought, thus, is one of the devices to
separate the civilization of countries in Europe.

The attempt to set the new trend in administration affect people’s understanding. As a
consequence, the government has to adjust the administration plan and regulation many times. The
explanations of rules and regulation are announced to people quite often to make them understand

and practice suitably.

2. Musical form of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan

The songs used in the analysis are those being popularized and note recorded by National
Fine Arts Department. Note recorded by Pisanu Chaembang, written by Kamjon Amornwech, and
revised by Montri Tramote. The book is published to publicize Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan is
2500 B.E. with the continuation until 2514 B.E.

Name - Songs Composer
1. garm 2aeng Duen Mantti Trarmote
2. Chay Thai Mantri Trarmote
3. Fam 31 Mah Fam Montri Trarmote
4, Khun Duen Mgai Montri Tramote
5. Dok Mai Khong Chart Montri Trarmote
. Duang Tchan Wan Phen Montri Tramaote
7. Boochah Mak-rob Aur Buntondsanay
2 Yz Thai Tchai Ngarm Aur Buntondsana
9. Dung Tchan Fhwan Fah Aur Buntondsanay
10, ¥od Chai Tehai Hamn Aur Buntondsanay

Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan are songs used in supporting with Ram Wong (Thai Dance)
to make it more fun. Some elements of the melody invite people to join the fun and this kind of
melody becomes famous at later time.

Researcher has analyzed the form of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan by the method of

Musicology to study the structure of Phleng Pam Wong Mattrathan’s melody which is unique for
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the new composed Phleng Ram Wong. The analysis consists of

1. Scales

2. Form

3. Melody
4. Rhythm

The analysis is also to find the origin of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan and the influence

on the composition of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan by National Fine Arts Department.

3. Roles of Phleng Ram Wong Wattrathan

As society and culture have changed, the use of Ram Wong Mattrathan as a local play
has decreased since other kinds of music replace the local tune. The status of Ram Wong Mattrathan
now has changed from the popular local play into the studied in the curriculum of formal Education
and the songs are recorded by new technology.

3.1 The Roles of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan at Former Time

Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan is used to propagate the political ideas of developing
the country to be equivalent to those civilized ones in the area of national culture support. Since the
performing arts is one way to show country potential, Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan is used as an
example of cultural revolution as a medium between the government and its allies in the welcome
performance to the honoured guests from abroad conducted by the government.

After the National Fine Arts Department conduct the performance of Ram Wong Mattrathan
and people begin to understand it, Ram Wong becomes the performing of fun for those who are
distressed from war atmosphere and from strictness of the government. When the government
introduces Ram Wong Mattrathan to people, They willingly welcome and accept Phleng Ram Wong
Mattrathan as a part of folk play. Actually, the play Ram Wong Mattrathan is the new invention in
the period of Marshal P. Piboolsongkram using the popularity of the play Ram Tong as a way to
develop the play Ram Wong Mattrathan.

3.2 The Rloes of Phleng Ram Wong Mattrathan in Education at Present

After Ram Wong Mattrathan is introduced in 2487 B.E. and gains popularity, at
present it is not as famous as in the former time. As time passes, the status of Ram Wong Mattrathan
changes from a play in spare time into a basic study of Thai performing arts at present.

The learning of Ram Wong Mattrathan is included in the curriculum of Matthayom one.
From the book “The Learning of Ram Wong Mattrathan There is explanation for history of Ram

Wong mattrathan and the study of the National Fine Arts Department’s styles of dance.
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Ram Wong Mattrathan is set in the curriculum as the basic study of performing arts. In
order to help learners be skillful in Thai performing arts, Ram Wong Mattrathan is used in place of
the study of real dance — such as Khon, male, female characters. The learning of Ram Wong Mattrathan
is one of the choices for learners to understand the basic of performing arts.

As for the meaning of the song, it is the first thing to be explained about phleng Ram Wong
Mattrathan according to he curriculum of formal education. This helps learners undertand the meanings
of the songs they have to perform and also establish some morals of the songs to learners. After that
is the explanation of the action and style of dance used for the song which is learned altogether with

the singing of Phleng Ram Wong.





