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SELF-RELIANCE OF MAIRIANG COMMUNITY, CHAWANG DISTRICT,
NAKHONSRITHAMMARAT PROVINCE.

APINUNT YODMANEE 4137657 LCRU/M
M.A. (RURAL DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS : IAM THONGDEE, M.A., YONGYUTH BURASITH,
M.A., DUANGPORN KAMNOONWATANA, M.A.

ABSTRACT
This was a qualitative research aimed at studying the self-reliance
characteristics, factors, conditions and difficulties of the self-reliance situation in
Mairiang community, Chawang District, Nakhonsrithammarat Province. The target
sample is the Mairiang population, the members and committee of the Mairiang study
and development center, and persons and related organizations.

The study found that Mairiang Community self-reliance is based on 3
Thinking bases which are 1) Immediate problem solving 2)Defensive problem
solving 3) Offensive problem solving. There are 5 steps of people participation which
are 1) Changing thier thinking 2)Problem concluding 3)Planing 4) Operation 5)
Evaluation.

Factors that effecting Mairiang self-reliance are 1) Internal factors such as
community participation, identity, learning and philantrophic characteristics of the
community, suitable operational structure, strong internal network. 2) External
factors such as government and NGOs, external connection and networks, and market
mechanism. Conditions that effect the self-reliance of the Mairiang community are
community spirit and unity, event and situation, personnel and community
knowledge, and leader capability.

Difficulties or impediments of self-reliance in the Mairiang community are
1) Internal difficulties such as inadequate member participation in terms of time
resulting from rubber plantation work. 2) External difficulties such as a middleman
market, transition of world market price, and unobvious government policy.

The suggestion from this study are that there should be 1) More people
persuaded to participate 2) Continuous activity development 3) Project planning and
practical action 4) Cooporation with related outside organizations and more
participation in such a network.

KEYWORDS : SELF-RELIANCE / DEVELOPMENT / MAIRIANG
COMMUNITY

146 P. ISBN 974-04-3579-3
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SELF-RELIANCE OF MAIRIANG COMMUNITY, CHAWANG
DISTRICT, NAKHONSRITHAMMARAT PROVINCE.

Importance and problem verification

The growth-oriented development plans lead to many socio-economic
problems such as income distribution between urban and rural area. The important
role of government under modernization ideas weaken the community to be outside
dependent. Many communities had tried to develop themselves and then found they
could solve problem with the self reliance approach by based on community
cooperation.

Mairiang community is, example of community, effected by growth-oriented
development idea, since rubber industry and mining industry imported to Thai
economy. Most of Mairiang villagers are rubber plantation farmer. They had faced
problem of world market price fluctuation and related result. By then community can
solve their own problems by themselves, do their own community plan, and be
example of self-reliance community.

Objectives

This study is a qualitative research aims to study the self-reliance
characteristics, factors, conditions and difficulties of self-reliance situation of Mai
Rieng community, Amphur Chawang, Nakhonsrithammarat Province.

Research Methodology

This study is qualitative research. Data collection is such as documentary
review, interviewing, and participatory observation. The target sample is Mai Rieng
population, member and committee of Mairiang study and development center, person
and related organizations.

Then, the research was analyzed by theoretical tools such as participation
theory, rural community self-reliance concept, and self-reliance.

Findings

1. History of Mairiang community

In the past, Mairiang is a natural resource abundant community. Community
life depends upon nature, people help each other. In 1962, community had bid
disaster of flood, villagers could not help other and had to survive by their own.
Farmers had got money from the rubber subsidizing Fund and began to plant rubber
ever since.

Moreover, mountain mining harms community’ life and lead to 2000 people
had been killed. After then, government closed mining plant. People came to do
rubbuer plantation. Since rubber was sold, the price dropped until 5-7 Baht per
Kilogram. Prayong Ronnarong, a leader, had set up “the rubber quality improvement
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and selling group” in 1975 but the group failed because of price uncertainty and
member uncontinuity.

After that viilager tried to seek for the root cause of problem and they found
that “Human” is main factor to change things better, they established a new group,
named “The Mairiang learning and development center” which run the activity in
order to improve and raise capability of community member. The Philosophy of this
center is “Learning in things must know and should know”. Resulting from the center
establishment, villagers can find their way to develop their own community and also
make a plan for their community. As they understand and conclude more that “the
only way that their community can survive is they have to sand on their on legs and
sustainability is freedom.”

2. Self-reliance concept of Mairiang community

The study found that Mai Rieng Community self-reliance is based on 3
thinking basis are

2.1 Immediately problem solving (1969-1992) In this period, villager
solved rubber price fluctuation problem by producing more. They thought that if they
produced more and became together as big lots, they could negotiate and bargain the
price with middleman. In fact, it didn’t work in the whole system because it could
just solve a part of economic problem and there were many uncontrollable factors. So
that the price editing was not the right point to solve.

2.2 Defensive solving (1993-2001) The existing of uncontrollable factors
and price editing effected villager thoughts. They established “The Mairiang learning
and development center” to study and plan the community achieve the quality of life.

This center will prepare villager to prompt to any situation and social changes.
Also improve villager and the whole community in competitive world.

Community has knitted and expanded their network in nationwide, raised
bargaining power. This way lead community can defend themselves and reduce
external pressure.

2.3 Offensive solving (2002-2003) Community has plan to expand their own
production to serve the community demand, substitute external products. Also expand
to outsider.

3. Community participation
There are 5 steps of people participation are following:

3.1 Changing the thinking
The unique thinking basis is needed for change creation. Also
community member should understand well in direction.

3.2 Problem solving
The shared problem should be solved by the community.
Brainstorming is a good way for communication for change.
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3.3 Planning
Community members can give their opinions through the leader
parliament, which composed with village representatives from every community.

3.4 Operation, investment and compensation
Mairiang business activity is not for free but it is a way to invest of
member. Such as rubber drying stock. Therefore, there are quite clear about return.
3.5 Evaluation.
There is a monthly meeting for leader parliament in order to conclude
to revise the operational system, to solve the shared problem and also inspect the
process.

4. Rural community self-reliance concept analysis
Mairiang self-reliance based on learning and improving basis. The rural
community self-reliance concept or TERMS can be described as following:

4.1 Technological self-reliance The combination of old technique or
local wisdom and modern technology make villager can be more reliance on
themselves, not spend too much money on technology implement.

4.2 Economic self-reliance The villager and community can reduce
their expenditure and increase income which lead to be better household quality of
life and debt reduction.

4.3 Resource self-reliance Mairiang community has their own
resource use plan to reserve and sustainbly use of natural resource.

4.4 Mind self-reliance The shared experience lead them to
understand people in community. Mairiang community has nature of openness and
philanthropic mind to listen and help each other.

4.5 Social self-reliance Leader and kinship system play
important role in social development of Mairiang. Mairiang community has good
leaders and teams, who have good vision and working system lead to success. When
they want to expand activity based on trust, they can get trust from kinship.

5. Factors effect to Mairiang community self-reliance

Factors effect to Mai Rieng self-reliance are internal factors and external
factors. The details are following:

5.1 Internal factors
- Community participation

Community participation make all activity in community is community
own and member feel they are belong to community.
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- Community identity
Community has their own belief and way to behave. Believe on
community and brave to change in the way they think.

- Community learning and philanthropic characteristics
Curious and learning alert characteristic of community lead acceptance
of innovation. Moreover, Buddhism is a key factor for philanthropic mind to help
each other and to be glad when other achieves the success.

- Suitable operational structure and strong internal network
The parliament and network form is the suitable form of group.
Parliament is composed of representatives from villages by every villages can have
their representatives in that parliament to send their message to the whole group
member. Also the network can be work and inform through parliament.

- Shared experience
The shared crisis or experience will lead to good cooperation. Such as
the Flood, the rubber price recession, and market independency.

5.2 External factors

- Government and NGOs can give the knowledge and information to
community.

- External connection and networks facilitate the expansion of activity,
such as economic activity; bargaining with supplier, marketing, fund raising and
social activity; research and development, social service.

- Market mechanism lead community has to think about how to survive in
competitive market so they have to be self-reliance and develop themselves.

6. Condition

Conditions effect to self-reliance of Mai Rieng community, are community
spirit and unity, event and situation, personnel and community knowledge, and leader
capability.

7. Internal difficulties

Difficulties or impediments of self-reliance in Mai Rieng community are

7.1 Internal difficulties such as inadequate members participation in term of
time resulting from rubber plantation.

7.2 External difficulty such as middleman market, transition of world market
price, and unobvious government policy.
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8. Discussion and suggestion

It is impossible to have perfectly self-reliance or close community. The real
and practical self-reliance community could be a community that can survive in
competitive world and reduce impact from outside. Human resource and operational
system are important resource of success in self-reliance.

Community self-reliance is not oddly by it own but community can knit as a
network to be interdependent on each other.

From the study, we can suggest as 1) To persuade more people participation 2)
Continuous activity development 3) Project planning and practical action 4) To knit
with related outside organization to participate more in a network.





