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DATABASE OF THAI CLASSICAL SONG OF AJARN PRASITH
THAWORN NATIONAL ARTIST

SARAYUDH HOMYEN 4136614 LCCS/M
M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : WACHIRAPORN WANDEE, M.A, APINYA
BUASROUNG, M.A.

ABSTRACT

The study was aimed at establishing guideline for creating a database of the
Thai classical songs of National Artist, Ajarn Prasit Thaworn and investigating the
use of this database in Thai classical music. Qualitative research was used in this
study.

Information on the labels of master tape was collected, recorded and
categorized for important elements of Thai classical music. The information was
displayed with Microsoft Access 2000. The research also provided guidelines for
establishing databases of Thai classical music in general as the researcher found much
that had not yet been categorized and entered into databases. The database system
can be used with the information on master tape lables. If there is continuing
development, databases of Thai music from different sources could be used to the
greater benefit of Thai music.

At present, there is much Thai music data which has not yet been
systematically organized. There should be support for further research and
technological innovation. The database management system used in this study is a

model managing and recording similar data.

KEYWORDS : DATABASE / THAI CLASSICAL SONGS / PRASIT THAWORN /
ETHNOMUSICOLOGY CENTRES / MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY

201 Page. ISBN 974-04-3525-4
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Executive Summary
Database of Thai Classical Song of
Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National Artist

Research Background

Ajarn Prasith Thaworn, National Artist in Performing Arts (Thai
Music) 2531 is one famous Thai musician. He is expert in PiPhat
orchestra especially Ranard-Ek. He is strict musician and teacher
according to the Thai custom. He has composed many Thai songs such as
Man Raman song, Burma Klong Yao song, Burma Nimitr song, Talung
Rat song, Tayoi Kamae Thao song, Khek Lopburi Thao song etc. His
important work was the control of recording Thai song himself. The
musician who recorded in his record rooms mostly were government
officer in Performing Arts College and Musical Institution (Presently i1s
Musical Division), Fine Arts Department. Therefore, the song composed
by him was accurate related to the Performing Arts custom as well as
there was the variety in his song such as Napat song, Kred song and song
for drama including song for teaching. Ajarn Natthapong Sowat has been
interviewed about the value of the song recorded by himself was the
valuable heritage for Thai music subject with the following elements.

1. He controlled the recording himself. In each recording, he
controlled the sound quality himself by considering the content of the
music which were one characteristic of music. Especially if any orchestra
was performed by his student, he will control and adjust the band himself.
So, the song was very trustful in its quality and correctness.

2. It was the sources product for gathering skillful artist. The sound
recording of Ajarn Prasit was the source for accumulating various skillful
and famous artist such as Kru Bang, Luang Sunthorn, Kru Sorn, Wong
Khong etc. including the artists of Musical Division, Fine Arts
Department and teacher of Performing Arts College as well.

3. The music covered in all content. The sound recorded of Ajarn
Prasit was not only the recording of Thai standard song, but emphasis on
the important of native song as well.

4. The recording of Ajarn Prasit was correctly related to the
measurement of Fine Arts Department. Besides, it performed by artists of
Fine Arts Department. Ajarn Prasit himself was also the teacher in
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Performing Arts College. Therefore, the sound recording of Thai song
was assumed to be correct related to the custom of Fine Arts Department.

In 1999, Ajarn Prasit has closed his Thai instrument shop namely
of Sithi Thavorn Karn Dontri including stop the distribution of Thai song
sound recording. He intended to transferred his property right of sound
recording including all record tag together with the equipment for
recording to education institution which has taught Thai music. At that
time, Language and Culture Research Institute for Rural Development
has been informed to take that property right transferred. He, thus,
transferred his right of recording and all equipment for recording as well
as their original which was accounted for 700 to various institutions.
Among those property, there were about 2,000 songs which Language
and Culture Research Institute for Rural Development has been supported
by Mahidol University in establishing Thai Musical Culture Information
Center, 2nd Floor, Princess Language and Culture Institution Building. It
aimed at study and keep the information of Thai song and presented by
information service. Presently, the Culture Information Center has
selected the song and re-produced the new program for distributing in
Institution of Welfare Shop, Mahidol University. Additionally, it was
distributed 2 series at Suksaphan Panich including the descending of
Ajarn Prasit and the sound chorus and composing album.

Research Objective

The important of song composed above comprised the job
responsibility of Information Center of Thai musical culture which has
served the Thai music information for students and other interested
person. The researcher thus decided to examine the data from record tag
of Ajarn Prasit Thaworn to reorganize his database of Thai music for two
objectives as follows:

1. study the guideline of database production for Thai classical
music of Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National artist.

2. analyze the application of Thai song with the data collection of
Thai music
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Research Methodology

This research was the qualitative study which collected data form
the interview and filed study from Thai Musical Cultural Center, Mahidol
University. The database of Thai song presently has been reorganized
because the present data was in various from and mostly in form of paper
recording or diary. Although the computer has been applied with some
part of data recording but it was a rough recording, it rarely emphasized
the related environment. The result was the data has been dispersed and
ungrouped which might wasted the time and the repetition work occurred
in data researching. From this problem, researcher has use the concept of
data recording in form of database. Opas Uemsiriwong (2545 : 28)
pointed in Concept of Database System that normally, the data or
information has been kept in different divisions and each division has
their own data recording system. When it was used at a point, various
problems occurred in terms of flexibility and inactive. However, the
concept of database will be opposite with the data filing. Database would
be the center for collecting related information which has tradition and
can be the database for other division to collect and keep systematically
under the same database. The user in each division mutually used the
central information for assessment. The supports of the use of database
was to avoid the data repetition problem. The new effective method of
data management was better in general as well as it has high flexibility
and effort and helped solve problem. The database system was the use of
related information kept to apply for different job. Generally the use of
database system has the following benefits :

1. To reduce the complication of data kept

To be convenient for data searching

To provide user in joining use of data

To provide the use and change of data easily and correctly

To yield benefit for the application in the filed of such research
study, public relations, culture promotion and information etc.

DN B W

From the above explanation, the research concluded the meaning
of the word database that Database was the group of data recorded in
category. The data and the result displayed in Tables, Forms, Reports,
Queries and Scripts. All data were related to each other and the good
database system management can provide the user in using data in
database effectively. Additionally, the database management system has
important beneficial characteristic as follows:
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1. Allow the user to limit or set up database in defining data
structure, data type including allow the data recording in database

2. Permit the user in insertion, updating, deleting and retrieving the
data from database.

3. Control the database access such as security system, the person
who has no right in access database cannot use the data from database.

4. Maintain the integrity system to provide the consistency of data
collection

5. Concurrency control system was the data sharing system for
service in access the data together without the data incorrectness

6. Recovery control system help in recovering data back in case of
hardware or software damaged

7. User — accessible catalog or different detail of data in database

From the exploration of different agency and libraries found that
they still use the semi-automatic system. That is although there was the
database system in assistance for song searching, lastly the librarian has
to search for record tag for user also. To be precise, if there was more
than one user required to listen to the same song, the service provider
must have the same record tag more than one series. The record tag with
long life of using wasted time and budget in copying for further service.
This included the use of original record tag as a model which might
caused the short life of using.

It has been seen that at present computer has more role in
recreation, working and education. There were many more computer
users continuously including the modernized of computer software which
provided well communication with the user. This included the software
used for database management system. In this part, the researcher has
selected to use software for database management system such as
Microsoft Access 2000 because the program worked very well flexible
with Windows operation system and with other software as well. The
research methodology of the study has examined the knowledge about
database management system in terms of the design, has researched
documents to set up database and has adjusted it to work in consistency to
objectives, has studied the element of Thai song such as song name,
composer name, song class, rthythm and type of song including the
musical orchestra type. The data has related from document and



ASYNT HOUITU Executive Summary/ 196

interviewed with teacher of Performing Arts College and the field data
from original record tag and the song composed by Thai Music Cultural
Center such as the descending of Ajarn Prasit and sound chorus and his
composing. The study of data recorded on the cover of record tag or
audio CD was the guideline for designing Thai song database. The data
found on the cover of record tag and audio CD in Thai Song Data Center
were as follows:

1. Cover Code was :

1.1 In original record tag indicated the Code of record tag in
three digits starting from 003 (no number 001 — 002). The number of data
code of record tag existed on the cover were 98. There was no number
014 and 087. The high code existed on the cover of record tag was
number 102 and there was no code existed on 15 tapes. The repetition
code was found in 19 lists, 2 were code 012, 3 were 029, 9 were 060, 5
were 097, 2 were 099 and 3 were 100. The repetition code was the
repetition from record tag in that code which was the drama sound
recording or lesson recording which have more than 1 cassette. However,
it was appeared that code 012 was twice repeated in 2 lists. But the name
on the cover and inside were not the same such as Chawa String
Ensemble , PiPhat with soft musical instrument and another tape has the
repetition code in Piphat with heavy musical instrument ensemble.

1.2 Song list in Ajarn Prasit heritage indicated the code of
audio CD and record tag with the number began with 1 to 94

1.3 Song list in Sound chorus and its composing indicated the
code of audio CD and record tag initialed by English letter including PT
followed by the 3 digits number staring from 201 to 291

2. Song album name covered

2.1 The original record tag indicated the name of the album on
the cover of each record tag according to the ensemble or indicated the
type of musical orchestra which appeared in both single ensemble or
more than type of ensemble such as PiPhat with heavy musical
instrument , PiPhat with light musical instrument , Stringed orchestra,
Stringed orchestra with many instruments, Single Mahori orchestra ,
Native orchestra.

2.2 Song list in Ajarn Prasit heritage indicated the name of the
album on the cover of audio CD and each record tag by the type of
musical band or the type of song such as highest Thai classical dance
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song (Code 76) etc. or specified the type of musical play such as single
song (Code 27)

2.3 Song listed in vocal chorus and its composing indicated the
name of the album on the cover of audio CD and each sound record tag
by the type of musical band and song which there was the number told
the order of musical play such as Thai stringed ensemble » Thai stringed

ensemble w Thai stringed ensemble « etc.

3. Song details were as follows:
3.1 In the original record tag contained the detail of the song on
the cover such as the name of musical office, the song characteristic ,
musical play type, the name of musical players and or the single musical
instrument or singer, level of ensemble etc.

3.2 Record tag of Ajarn Prasit descending indicated the similar
detail to the first issue and showed the length of the song by timing.

3.3 Record tag of vocal chorus and its composing indicated the
song detail on the cover about the melody of musical play, the name of
the composer, musical institute, musician including the explanation of the
meaning and the opportunity of the song shortly.

It can be concluded that the research has found that the cover of the
record tag or audio CD implied the detail of album code, the name of the
album, song list, type of the band, the type of ensemble, the name of
musician or singer and the length of the song. This information was vivid
and could be the data for the database. Concerning the unclear
information was sound which performed differently.

Thai song database of Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National Artist has
contained the thing found on the cover of record tag and audio CD and
has been used as guideline of this study

1. Sound record materials The materials used for recording Thai
classical song mostly was in form of Cassette Tape. However since Thai
Classical Song Data Center has received the copyright in form of material
recording (Mater reel) from Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National Artist, most
of record material for Thai classical music was in form of record tag
(Master Reel). In the future the Thai Classical Data Center will expand
the service in terms of data keeping and researching etc. about Thai
classical song. It therefore has to keep data of Thai classical song media
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in other form either Record Disk, audio CD or in other name called
Compact Disk, digital audio tap (DAT), mini disk (MD).  Each media
has single way of recording with variety of its covering, it thus
considered the important information on the covering of each media what
should be recorded and which should be similarly recorded. This study
therefore suggested the guideline for data colleting on the covering of
sound record tag.

2. Musical song The study suggested the applicable concept with
the establishing Thai classical song database system in three parts
including the song, music and history

2.1  Song comprised the content, sound, and rhythm with the
following guideline:

A. Contentof Song has to be considered in the
appearance in various media with its ID code. The song in database has to
be separated into two part covering referencing part in which each song
has to have ID code which was not repeated. The part appeared in the
media will have automatic code which each song possibly has more than
one ID code because the song name probably appeared in the media more
than one name and each time of performing possibly has many different
elements.

B.  Soundlt has to be considered that each song in each
performance might not have the same but the appeared sound will have
the code consistent to its code in media. The sound of the song used in
database of Thai classical song of Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National Artist
derived from transferring from sound record media either master reel or
cassette tap recorded by Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National Artist.

C.  Rhythm One song will have at least one rhythm.
But each rhythm can be used with more than one song.

2.2 Musical Orchestra There were many different Thai musical
band. Thus, the one important variable was each band can performed
differently and appeared in every sound record media. However, since
Thai music has many categories and sizes, this study recommended to
record Thai musical orchestra data in the category of Thai musical
orchestra such as Stringed Orchestra, Stringed Orchestra with many
instruments, Chawa Stringed orchestra, PiPhat orchestra with strong
musical instrument, Mon PiPhat orchestra, PiPhat orchestra with light
musical instrument, Old PiPhat orchestra, Native orchestra.
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2.3 Song history It was found that the academician in Thai
music wrote the song history differently. It suggested that the book of
listening and understanding of Thai classical song written by Ajarn
Montri Tramote should be used mainly for recording song history in the
part of the reference of song data.

3. Individual Individually, the person involved directly with Thai
classical music were melody composer, musician and conductor. In fact
this three roles were clearly distinguished or each person might has more
than one role such as melody composer might be musician or conductor
or all role. Musician can be melody composer or conductor etc. The
criteria for considering the database of Thai classical song were:

3.1 Melody composer One composer can compose melody of
the song at least one song. But in some case, each song can have more
than one composer. The study suggested to record the name of the first
composer in this part also. The second composer name will be recorded
in the history of the song.

3.2 Musician Thai musician can play more than one music
instrument including can play more than one song and one musician can
perform for every musical orchestra.

3.3 Conductor The conductor possibly means the band adjuster.
Considering its meaning, it was found that one conductor can control
different band performance and can control more than one time as well.

Database of Thai classical song of Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National
Artist designed in this study composed of 2 databases as follows:

1) Thai classical song database It was the general database
concerning Thai classical song such as the name of the song, composer,
song class, rhythm, song type. The data contained in the song name
database depended on the reference document such as Book of Listening
and Understanding Thai classical song written by Ajarn Montri Tramote,
National Artist and Thai song encyclopedia of the Royal Institute.
Considering the composer part, it mainly based on Thai musical
encyclopedia of the Royal Institute in part of musician and singer history.

2)  Database of Thai song of Ajarn Prasit Thaworn, National
Artist. This database contained the song name list, type of ensemble, type
of the band and code of song appeared for its research. The information
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of song name list and detail in performing or the appeared of number has
mainly referred to the Thai Musical Culture Data Center.

The results of the study provided the guideline for producing Thai
classical song database by Ajarn Prasit Thanworn, National Artist. Ajarn
Prasit has recorded the primary data on the master reel record tag
covering song code, song name, date/month/year of sound record, band
name or the outstanding musician including the feeling and attitude so
that can be used for categorizing. Besides, it provided the guideline for
applying Thai classical song database with the Thai classical music data
collection. Especially Thai classical song recorded on tag has not been
categorized into the database. Phathanasilp Musical and Performance Co.
Ltd. has largely recorded tag of master reel for Thai classical song. From
the primary exploration, it indicated that there was the record about the
performance on the record tag as same as record tag of Ajarn Prasit who
tried to implement Thai classical database. The database system which
was produced has been applied with the record on tag very well. In the
future, if there was the continuous development, it could apply the Thai
classical song database from different sources for using and benefit to
Thai musical study largely.

The experiment of database system production has been
implemented in the part of recording. The primary data and searching, the
search from database system in one computer provided was appropriate
for student in the field of musical culture to search for Thai classical song
in Language Research Institute. If the system development has been
conducted more, it can provide for general people in the future. This
study provided the following suggestion as follows:

1)  General Suggestion There was 2 suggestions as follows:

1.1 Database of Thai classical song was not enough and
cover other musician work. The study revealed that there was more
record tag which recorded at the similar time which many musician were
famous musician but the record tag has not been examined, categorized
and arranged into database. Therefore, if this database has been
developed more completly, it can be applied with related data recording
for public further. The data collection of Thai musical with up to date
technology and computer was highly necessary.
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1.2 Considering sound used for database which was called
Mp3, it was found that there was too larger file to apply for the database
on internet network and possibly caused the inconvenient for
downloading. Thus, it was appropriate for using in Language Research
Institute only. But if we would like to use that file on internet network, it

is suggested that the example file should be cut shortly to reduce the size
of file.

1.3 There still have other education institute which provided
Thai musical class. The study and support about the Thai classical song
database or the research for set up Thai song database for student and
general people as well as the support for the data exchange to expand
knowledge of Thai music were recommended.

2)  Research Recommendation The study suggested further
study as follows:

2.1 There was many more computer program which was
probably beneficial for Thai music research. Besides, it can use the
program for creating the knowledge about Thai music culture and
promote, support for researching tremendously.

2.2 Concerning Thai music research, the management of
Thai music database system was highly significant because Thai music
was assumed to be a part of culture and the information about culture was
delicate and was able to change to be more correctly and up to date. Thus,
if there was not any encouraging for data kept or research on Thai music,
the information possibly was lost the important information.

2.3 Considering culture, There was not only the data
collection of Thai music which lack of the good database management
system, but also found on the Performing Arts field which lacked of
research about the data collection for Performing Arts database as well.
This database possibly covered the artists biography, and dancing
character etc.
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