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DATA ANALYSIS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS FOR EDUCATION AND
EXHIBITION : A CASE STUDY IN SAND STONE SIMA IN KHON KAEN NATIONAL
MUSEUM

TOSSAPORN SRISAMARN 4136603 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : PRONTIP USUPARAT, M.A., WAGHIRA PORNWANDE, M.A,,

ARUNSAK KINGMANEE, M.A.

ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled “Data Analysis on Archaeological Objects for Education and
Exhibition: A Case Study in Sand Stone Sima in Khon Kaen National Museum” is the study of
fifteen sima (boundary stones) exhibited in the Khon Kaen National Museum. The researcher
applied the iconographical method to the examination of evidence from the registration office
where archaeological objects and art objects are controlled, used primary and secondary
documents, and interviews of experts.

The research result revealed information on sima which can be divided into two
sources as follows:

The first source is a context of sand stone sima which consists of meaning, history,
usage of sima in Buddhism, background and development of sima in the northeastern region
based on archeological evidence, and relation between sand stone sima and dissemination of
Dvaravati culture in northeastern Thailand.

The second source is a study of the pictures sculptured on the fifteen sima which
depict the story of Buddhism such as the History of Lord Buddha and Jataka stories(the stories
of former incarnations of the Buddha), especially in the group of the Great Jataka.

The study of those sculptured pictures would be greatly beneficial, if the museum
properly applies information gathered in the study to its exhibition in order to benefit visitors to
understand the belief of Buddhism in Thai society. At this point, the researcher has
recommended a guideline to present the object data as an alternative, which is based on visitor
satisfaction and appropriateness of the existing exhibition.

However, the study and analysis of these fifteen sima are only a case study in
collecting data from archaeological objects and art objects exhibited in Khon Kaen National
Museum. There are other interesting archaeological objects and art objects which have not
been analyzed. It is suggested that the national museum be concerned with this issue.

KEY WORDS : ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBIJECTS / ANALYSIS / EDUCATION /

EXHIBITION / KHON KAEN NATIONAL MUSEUM

148 P. ISBN 974-04-3931-4
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Executive Summary
Data Analysis on Archaeological Objects for Education and Exhibition:
A Case Study in Sand Stone Sima in Khon Kaen National Museum

According to the researcher’s consideration, the presentation on archaeological
objects was important for the museum visitors to study and learn archaeology,
therefore, the sand stone sima (boundary stones) exhibited in Khon Kaen National

Museum were raised and analyzed as a case study for this research.

As people widely known, a purpose of opening museum is to render services
on education (learning) to visitors by using an exhibition as a medium of knowledge
presentation. Generally, there must be the research making to support those exhibited
objects. As for the case study, the sand stone sima is as a representative of other
archeological objects and art objects which have not been paid attention. As seen in
the identity card of sima, it was only described specific information, while other
information reflecting to values of sand stone sima such as work of arts, history,
archaeology, and Buddhism were neglected. The researcher collected data from the
object data which were the pictures sculptured on each sima. Therefore, when
conducting the research, the researcher has gathered data surrounding those sand stone

sima.

According to the result of Chapter 2, Literature Review, the method of data
presentation was prescribed by focusing on overall pictures and significant context of
sand stone sima in different dimension. It included meaning of sima in Buddhism,
background and beginning of sima development based on archaeological evidence,
and relation between sand stone sima and dissemination of Dvaravati culture from the
basin of Chaophya River to northeastern Thailand. Meanwhile, the data from other
scholar relating to the study of sculptured pictures explained the value of sand stone

sima and the study of Buddhism. Therefore, it was useful and in line with the objective



NANT A3 U Executive Summary 146

of this research. Moreover, the result can apply as a guideline on analysis of pictures

sculptured on the fifteen sand stone sima.

This research directly studied sand stone sima which have been gathered and
exhibited in Khon Kaen National Museum for fifteen years. As for the research
methodology, it started from the fundamental data of archaeological objects by
examining the document from registration office of the museum. Consequently,
gathering data from academic reports and documents which were kept in Khon Kaen
National Museum and maintained in the Office of Archaeology and Khon Kaen
National Museum No. 7, were conducted. The barrier from this point was an
inconsistency of data recorded in registration card of the museum. However, the effort
to examine such data from person or related persons or from other governmental
documents couldn’t assist the research much because of poor maintenance and

document transfer during the past years.

Other data sources,relating to the context of sand stone sima, were from
documents, reports, and academic articles which was as a guideline. The data from the
field were collected by taking a photograph of sand stone sima in Khon Kaen National
Museum and Mueng Fahdad Soogyang Archaeological Site at Baan Sima, Nongpan
Sub-district, Kamalasai District, Kalasin Province. In addition, the researcher collected
data by interviewing scholars who studied the sculptured pictures on sima in order to
ask their opinion about the interpretation of those pictures. Other related documents to
interpret and study the sculptured pictures were the Tripitaka (teaching of Buddha) and
books about history of Buddhism, Jataka stories, academic articles, and related thesis.
The next process was the data analysis and interpretation. The result showed that those
sima were stone plate-like sima depicted the stories. Most of them were from Mueng
Fahdad Soogyang Archaeological Site where significantly archaeological objects were
discovered, especially from the period of Dvaravati about 14™ —16" Buddhist Century.

According to the analysis, it found that contents and stories depicted on the sculptured
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pictures were all Buddhism stories which can be divided to ten sima of histories of

Buddhism and 5 of Jataka stories.

10.

Sand Stone Sima Depicted the Buddhism History

Sima No. 2 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Lord Buddha meets Sottiya Brahmin.

Sima No. 4 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Lord Buddha meets the great naka, Mujjalin.

Sima No. 5 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Lord Buddha preaches his father, Pimpisarn.

Sima No. 6 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Rahul, Buddha’s son, asks Lord Buddha for four treasuries.

Sima No. 8 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Kulimala meets Lord Buddha.

Sima No. 9 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Indra offers fruit to Lord Buddha

Sima No. 11 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Lord Buddha gives first sermon to the group of first five monks.

Sima No.12 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Princess Pimpa brushes her hair to clean Lord Budda’s feet.

Sima No.13 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of
Suchada offers milk-rice to Lord Buddha.

Sima No.14 was assumed as the picture of the Buddhism history in the episode of

Two merchants offer a food to Lord Buddha,

Sand Stone Sima Depicted Jataka Stories

1. Sima No. 1 was assumed as the picture in Jataka Stories, Vessandorn Jataka.

2. Sima No. 3 was assumed as the picture in Jataka Stories, Brahminnaka Jataka.
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3. Sima No. 7 was assumed as the picture in Jataka Stories, Mahosop Jataka
4. Sima No. 10 was assumed as the picture in Jataka Stories, Kulavaka Jataka

5. Sima No.15 was assumed as the picture in Jataka Stories, Jantakuman Jataka.

The research result was presented in the form of card which can be divided into
two types: 1) Identity Card presenting name, source, arts, and period, and 2)
Description Card presenting the stories analyzed from the sculptured pictures on sima.
Because of the limited space for exhibition and uncontrollable environment, the
identity and description cards were considered to use for presentation. Additionally,
the alternative data was another way to present. If the visitors are interested in the
details of each sima, they can fully get the information from the cards describing

details of the objects.

However, the result was only a case study presenting the importance of data
from archaeological objects (exhibited objects). In this case, there were plenty of
information supporting the education and learning of Buddhism. It is an alternative for
the museum to present the data to visitors or can be applied to many cases which are

as follows:

1. The exhibition of sand stone sima by arranging some places in the museum
to be the permanent exhibition hall

2. The presentation of data from the study of sand stone sima by preparing
document or manual for visitors

3. The presentation of data from the study of sand stone sima by setting the

exhibition for the special events





