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THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDY OF PAKKHAOSAN COMMUNITY, MUANG DISTRICT,
SARABURI PROVINCE : A CASE STUDY OF A STONE MORTAR PRODUCTION GROUP.

CHUJAI SAHASSADEE 4136589 LCRU/M
M.A. (RURAL DEVELOPMENT STUDIES)

ADVISOR : PATTIYA JIMREIVAT, YOUNGYUTH BURASITH, PORNTHIP USUPARAT

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this socio-economic study of the Pakkhaosan commu-
nity in Saraburi were : to do a case study of a stone mortar production group, to
study changes of the socio-economic structure in the community, to investigate
external and internal factors affecting the changes, and to investigate the adjust-
ment in the way of life of community members due to the changes. A qualitative
research method was used to analyze the data.

The study results revealed that the changes stemmed from the develop-
ment of production process from agrarian to a pre-industrial system of stone
mortar production. On the road to development, capitalists, who controlled the
production process and community members, who lost their mortar producing
occupations, were created. The factors contributing to the changes were both
internal and external. Internal factors included (1) the implementation of innova-
tions in the production process, (2) the production system and the community
being led into a production process and consumption style, which were related to
a style of modern market, (3) a new production process in which workers are
made redundant by manufacturing equipment, and (4) buyers or traders being so
empowered that they could control all of the production process. The external
factors were (1) market forcing the change in the production process and affecting
a change in the community’s way of life, (2) the bureaucratic system promoting
the change in the production process, and (3) a pull factor due to labor needs in
the industrial sector. The result was that adjustment to a new way of life was
made in response to the new production process. The adjustment was of two
kinds: being able to adjust to a new mortar production process and becoming
laborers in the industrial sector.

The study findings indicated that changes in the production process were
important conditions in defining the socio-economic structure of each community.
To enable a community to become self-reliant, and that concerned state agencies
or individuals should be well aware of what aspects or roles they should be
involved in so that community members are able to maintain self-reliance with
dignity while at the same time, a sense of community.

KEYWORDS : SOCIO-ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY STUDY, SARABURI PROVINCE

123 pages ISBN 974-04-3456-8
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The socio-economic study of Pakkhasarn community, Muang district, Saraburi
province: A case study of a stone mortar production group

Introduction

The area in Pakkhaosarn sub-district is a low-lying area with one part as a
plain against the mountain. The low-lying plains are used for rice plantation. After rice
planting, the people would gather forest products in the mountain, not far away from
their residences.

In 1940, the military wanted a part of the area to expand Adisorn military
camp, so the Expropriation Act for the Military Area in Muang District, Saraburi prov-
ince, was issued on May 24, 1940, for the benefits of the military (Division of Archives,
Directorate of Operations, 1962). Thus there was a great change on land possession
because a large plot of land was possessed by another owner. Before this event, a part of
the land was expropriated due to the extension of a railway route to the northeastern
region by the State Railway of Thailand (1929) and once a gain due to the extension of
Phaholyothin road in 1936. Furthermore, the exchange of land possession was due to
sales of private properties, but those activities did not cover a large area as the latest one.
The result of the expropriation was that over 70% of agricultural land of the sub-district
belonged to the military and every villager had to move out after they had received the
compensation.

Migration is a commonplace phenomenon according to the law of change and
changes should be gradual so that affected communities learn how to adjust themselves
to the new environment. Such a law, however, could not be applied to Pakkhaosarn
community. Although the land expropriation was specified for a period of 30 years (1741-
1971), the migration was not only to find a new settlement but also to change natural
resources they had long depended on, e.g., rice fields. Though they initially possessed
the land without monetary expenses, the land compensation was insufficient for them to
buy new land. In addition, they were deprived of the forests and mountains, which had
long been exploited as a resource livelihood, such as, young bamboo shoots, wild edible
mushrooms and firewood. When they lost rice fields and forests, accumulated wisdom
based on these resources was also gone, leading villagers to find new occupations for
survival, for instance, entry to the industrial sector or making stone mortars as this in-
vestigation presented.

The impacts of these changes were substantial on the livelihood and way of
life of this community. It was thus of interest to investigate the socio-economic changes
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of the stone mortar production group at Pakkhaosarn sub-district. The focus was on that
before taking up this career, where they inhabited and how their way of life was like.
When they were at the new settlement, why they took up the job, how the production
process defined the relationship of community members, and how it affected the overall
society of the group. The findings of this investigation would explain what happened
and how the changes were affected so that what happened to the community in the
future could be defined.

Objectives of the research

1. To study the changes of socio-economic structure of the stone mortar pro-
duction community

2. To investigate internal and external factors contributing to the changes of
the community

3. To find out how they community members adjust their way of life toward
the changes

Expected results

1. To know the changes of socio-economic structure of the stone mortar pro-
duction community

2. To realize the internal and external factors contributing to the changes of the
community

3. To be aware of the new way of life of the community members due to the
changes

Methodology

This research employed the qualitative methodology, which was divided into
2 steps as follows:

1. The study area

The area under this investigation covered 2 stone mortar production commu-
nities, namely, village No.2 Ban Khao Prong and village No.3 Ban Mai Samakkhee,
Pakkhaosarn sub-district, Muang district of Saraburi province.

2. Steps of investigation

2.1 Documentary study involved reviewing related documents and other
research studies from libraries of tertiary institutions.
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2.2 Fieldwork data collection involved observation and interviews as fol-
lows:

Participatory and non-participatory observation methods were utilized by
participating in community activities or occupational activities, such as, collecting young
bamboo shoots in the forest or making mortar models. Informal talks were also carried
out on topics of interests with other participants.

Individual, group and in-depth interviews were conducted to obtain the
data. Interview guidelines were used during the data collection and the data were ana-
lyzed and presented descriptively.

3. Population and interview guidelines

3.1 Villagers were composed of those involved and not involved in stone
mortar production. This group excluded community leaders in order to get different
ideas. The inquiry guidelines included history and why they took up the career, their
former occupations, why and why not taking up the mortar production career, kinship
relationship favorable to the career, production and marketing processes, attitude to-
wards the overall production process, changes to other careers and return to the mortar
production career, and status of the career in the community. The aim was to perceive
cultural, economic and social change mechanisms in the community.

3.2 Community leaders included formal and informal leaders. The formal
leaders were village headmen, sub-district chief and members of the Tambon Adminis-
tration Organization. Instances of informal leaders were mortar buyers and former for-
mal leaders. The aims were to know the background or migration and resettlement,
repossession and reservation of land, the process of turning mortar production career
from supplementary to major career, and organization and management of various groups
in the community, particularly the stone mortar production group from the past to the
present. This was because the group had played a vital role for the cultural, social and
economic changes of the community.

3.3 External organizations or related individuals from both state and pri-
vate sectors. They included sheriffs, provincial, district and sub-district development
officers, public health officers and deputies of the Tambon Administration Organiza-
tion. The private sector in this case included mortar buyers who were not residents in the
area. Related individuals were other residents living in and around the vicinity where
the investigation was conducted.

4. The conceptual framework
The concepts on socio-economic changes, adjustment and political economics

were utilized as the conceptual framework to analyze the data so that the history and
internal and external factors could be realized. In addition, when the socio-economic
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change took place, how the changes affected the community and their ways of life along
the road to change.

The study results

The investigation put forward 3 questions and made an attempt to provide
their answers as follows: (1) How did the socio-economic structure of the community
change? (2) What constituted the internal and external factors that affected the changes?
And (3) how did the community members adjust their ways of life according to these
changes?

The first question was based on a concept that no society or community could
stop changes. The changes might stem from the development initiated by the commu-
nity or the accelerated development by state authorities. The former was based on suit-
able time, readiness and capability of the community while the latter was imposed upon
the community without considering its readiness. It was the development according to
the concept of the national social and economic development plans. The intent of the
plans was good but good intent did not necessarily mean positive results. The benefits
might yield progress (according to development officers) or imbalance of advancement,
which led to beneficiaries, non-beneficiaries and those suffering from the negative im-
pacts of development.

The changes of Pakkhaosarn community could reflect universal changes of
Thai rural communities from the implementation of the national social and economic
development plans from the past until the present.

1. Causes of socio-economic structure changes in the community included
1.1 Loss of land ownership
1.2 Loss of the production process
1.3 Changes of the production process
1.4 Labor needs in the industrial sector
1.5 Income gap due to a new production system, leading to a new socio-
economic class between employers and employees

The changes in the socio-economic structure of Pakkhaosarn community due
to the impacts of land expropriation for military purposes in 1941 were the beginning of
the overall changes in the community. Individuals involved in mortar production were
Pakkhaosarn residents migrating to the present location and having direct effects of the
5 conditions mentioned above. The changes enabled the group to enter the industrial
sector later than other groups who did not have any career to accommodate them.

It could be summarized that there were two layers of the socio-economic struc-
tures in the present community, which included one structure arising from a new mortar
production system and the other structure arising from a production system of being
employed in the industrial sector. The two systems were overlapping and each family
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would take one of the two systems as its major career base.

2. Internal and external factors that affected the changes
It was found that the internal factors were:
1) The implementation of innovations into the production process
2) The production process and the community having been integrated into
production and consumption related to modern marketing
3) The new mortar production process having no vacancies for every mem-
ber, unlike the old process
4) Buyers of the mortars having been so empowered that they could di-
rectly and indirectly control almost all the production process.

It was revealed that the external factors were:
1) Marketing having been a push factor for the production change, which
in turn changed the community
2) State agencies promoting the changes in mortar production
3) A pull factor from labor needs in the industrial sector in Saraburi and
neighboring provinces.

The changes of the socio-economic structure were due to both internal and
external factors. They were all a driving force for these changes. Each factor might play
an important role in a particular period of changes and the next one would take a promi-
nent part in a new period of the development.

It could be said that the changes were not without the foundation of the com-
munity. They were however based on the existing natural resources or social and folk
wisdom, with additional details on a new way of production that was based on a new
mentality. The push factor stemmed from the determination for development in the state
sector, whose mentality represented that of capitalism that changed a conventional means
of production with a focus on self-sufficiency to a new way of production with a focus
on maximum benefits. This development had made the self-sufficient way of life almost
meaningless in the present way of life of the community members.

3. Adjustment on the way of life toward the changes was carried out in 2
aspects:
3.1 Adjusting to the way of life in response to factories
3.2 Adjusting to the way of life in response to a new mortar production
process

When the socio-economic structure was changed, the community members
had to adjust their way of life in response to the new structure resulting from the devel-
opment of the mortar production process. At present, the development of the socio-
economic structure was divided into two sections, namely, being laborers in the facto-
ries and in the new mortar production process.

In the past, the production process had played an important role in defining the
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relationship among mortar producing individuals. Thus when the process was changed,
they had to adjust themselves to the change, which was categorized into two groups.
The first group adjusted to the changed production process, which was subdivided into
two more groups: those with capital to buy machine welders and those without capital.
The latter group was forced to produce mortar models for the former. They included the
elderly artisans, whose dexterity in producing the mortars by hand was made to become
merely stone mortar model producers for the former group. The second group was com-
posed of those adjusting themselves to the new production process by becoming labor-
ers in factories. They were particularly in the working age from 25 years downward. For
those aged over 25 years, most of them were skillful in producing stone mortars. If they
were to leave the factories or unable to enter the industrial sector from the first place,
they could still be in the mortar - producing occupation in the community. Although the
entry to the industrial sector was a common phenomenon, The entry process of the
community members took place later than those in neighboring communities. This was
probably because stone mortar occupation was regarded as their cultural and economic
capital

When the production process had been changed nowadays, the folk wisdom in
producing stone mortars by hand was lost. However, The loss was not an important
essence regarding the development of mortar production. What was more significant
was that the occupation long preserved for every member of the community had be-
longed to a few people who obtained the optimal benefits from the undertaking.

Conclusion

The changes in the socio - economic structure of the community stemmed
from the development of the production process from being farmers to stone mortar
producers. On the road to development, capitalists who controlled the production pro-
cess and individuals who lost the occupation were created. The factors affecting the
changes were both internal and external of the community, resulting in the adjustment to
new way of life in response to the new production process. The adjustment was of two
kinds: being able to adjust to a new mortar production process and becoming laborers in
the industrial sector.





