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A STUDY OF INSTRUCTIONAL CONTENT IN PIANO ACCOMPANYING FOR
TROMBONE COURSE FOR UNDERGRADUATE PIANO PERFORMANCE
STUDENT IN THAILAND CONTEXT

PHATKAMON WATTHANAPHANIT 5836816 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NI-ON TAYRATTANACHAI, Ph.D.,
DUANGRUTHAI POKARATSIRI, D.M.A.

ABTRACT

This document is a qualitative research. The research aimed: 1) to
investigate content in piano accompanying for trombone, and 2) to present
content in piano accompanying for trombone course for undergraduate piano
performance student in Thailand context. The researcher applied qualitative
method through gathering data by semi-structured interview and documentary
research. To achieve the objectives of the research, the informants were
specifically selected via purposeful sampling. A total of 11 collaborative
pianists were interviewed. The researcher used the information obtained from
the interview to interpret, analyze and synthesize data based on the perspective,
concept and experience of informants and documentary research.

The results indicated that essential instructional content in piano
accompanying for trombone course for undergraduate piano performance
student in Thailand context consisted of 1) theoretical contents included
knowledge of trombone, knowledge of trombone solo repertoires, a study and
analysis of trombone repertoires, preparation and practicing, knowledge of
teamwork and good management, and the qualifications of a good collaborative
pianist, and 2) practical contents included piano accompanying skill for
trombone, the role of piano accompanying as an actor and adviser. These
contents can be presented by 4 instructional styles: 1) theoretical section or
lecture 2) group discussion 3) practical section and 4) performance practice.
However, when applying these contents to instructional in Thailand context, it
should consider factors and conditions, such as attitudes and perspectives
towards piano accompanying of the music personnel, the existing of group
instruction, the basic of learners, and limited period of time, where in teachers
will need to have an instructional planning for presenting various contents.

KEY WORDS: PIANO ACCOMPANYING / CONTENT / INSTRUCTION
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1. Alec Wilder Sonata for Trombone and Piano
2. Ann Giffels Sonata for Trombone and Piano
3. Arthur Pryor The Blue Bells of Scotland for Trombone and Trombone
4. Benedetto Marcello Sonata No.1 for Trombone and Piano
5. Camille Saint-Saens Cavatine Op.144 for Trombone and Piano
6. Donald H. White Sonata for Trombone and Piano
7. Eugene Bozza Ballade for Trombone and Piano
8. Frank Martin Ballade for Trombone and Piano
9. Franz Strauss Nocturno, Op.7 for Trombone and Piano
10. Jacques Casterede Sonatine for Trombone and Piano
11. Jean-Michel Defaye Deux Dances for Trombone and Piano
12. J. Guy Ropartz Piece for Trombone and Piano
13. Johann Adolph Hasse Hasse Suite for Trombone and Piano
14. Johann Ernst Galliard Sonata No.1 for Trombone and Piano
15. Johann Ernst Galliard Sonata No.5 for Trombone and Piano
16. John Boda Sonatina for Trombone and Piano
17. John Davison Sonata for Trombone and Piano
18. Joseph Edouard Barat Andante et Allegro for Trombone and Piano
19. Juraj Filas Sonata for Trombone and Piano
20. Kazimierz Serocki Sonatina for Trombone and Piano
21. Paul Hindemith Sonata for Trombone and Piano
22. Pierre Max Dubois Cortege for Trombone and Piano
23. P.V. De La Nux Concert Piece for Trombone and Piano
24. Richard Peaslee Arrows of Time for Trombone and Piano




Wntoua S WAVOIN13IVY / 36

v
v A ) Y

J A ) 1
A1519 4.1 Undsewusimerdvsumuesnson Tuunussiaslsenou Taeitlo Tu (919)

unilsgRusmerdmsumuesnson TuunussalsznoulasileTu (do)

nilsesiug unilsyius
25. Stepjan Sulek Sonata Vox Gabrieli for Trombone and Piano
26. Von Kreisler Sonatina for Trombone and Piano
27. Walter Watson Sonatina for Trombone and Piano
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1. Alexandre Guilmant Morceau Symphonique for Trombone Solo
2. Arthur Frackenpohl Pastorale for Trombone and Band
3. Arthur Pryor Fantastic Polka for Trombone and Orchestra
4. Christopher Rouse Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
5. Darius Milhaud Concertino d’hider,, for Trombone and String Orchestra
6. Derek Bourgeois Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
7. Eugen Reiche Concerto No.2 for Trombone and and Orchestra
8. Ferdinand David Concertino for Trombone Op.4
9. Friedebald Grafe Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
10. Gordon Jacob Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
11. Gunnar De Frumerie Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra Op. 81
12. Gunther Schuller Eine Kleine Posaunenmusik for Trombone and Chamber
Ensemble
13. Henri Tomasi Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
14. Ida Gotkovsky Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
15. James Pugh Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
16. Johan de Meijj T-Bone Concerto for Trombone and Wind Band
17. Lars-Erik Larsson Concertino for Trombone and String Orchestra Op.45 No.7
18. Launy Grondahl Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
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19. Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov | The Concerto for Trombone and Military Band

20. Nino Rota Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra
21. Paul Creston Fantasy for Trombone and Orchestra Op.42
22. William Goldstein Colloquy for Trombone and Symphonic Band
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1. Alain Margoni Apres Une Lecture De Goldoni
2. Alec Wilder Sonata for Bass Trombone
3. Alexander Tcherepnin Andante, Op. 64
4. David E. Wilborn Jazz Triptych
5. Donald H. White Tetra Ergon
6. Don Haddad Suite for Tuba
7. Earl Hoffman The Big Horn
8. Eduard Lassen Two Fantasy Pieces
9. Eric Ewazen Rhapsody for Bass Trombone and Piano
10. Eugene Bozza Allegro et Finale for Tuba or Bass Trombone
11. Eugene Bozza New Orleans
12. Eugene Bozza Prelude et Allegro
13. Franz Liszt Hosannah for Bass Trombone and Organ
14. Gillingham Sonata for Bass Trombone and Piano
15. Grantham Sonata in One Movement for Bass Trombone and Piano
16. Halsey Stevens Sonatina for Bass Trombone and Piano
17. Henri Tomasi Etre ou ne pas Etre for Bass Trombone and Piano
18. Jacques Casterade Fantasie Concertante
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19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Jacques Casterade
Jan Koetsier
Jerome Naulais
Norman Bolter
Patrick McCarty
Paul Hindemith
Pierre Villette
Robert Spillman
Sergei Rachmaninoff
Smith Bollinger
Steven Frank

Vaughan Williams

Sonatina for Bass Trombone

Allegro Maestoso

Etoile des Profondeurs

Sagittarius2

Sonata for Bass Trombone and Piano
Three Easy Pieces

Fantasie Concertante

Two songs for Bass Trombone and Piano
Vocalise, Op. 34 No. 14

Fansy Free

Variations on Barnacle Bill the Sailor

Six Studies in English Folksong
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1. Alexander Lebedev Concerto in One Movement for Bass Trombone
2. Alexander Lebedev Concerto No.2 for Bass Trombone and Orchestra
3. David Uber Skylines for Bass Trombone and Band or Brass Choir
4. Edward Gregson Concerto for Bass Trombone
5. Eric Ewazen Concerto for Bass Trombone
6. Ernst Sachse Concertino in F Major for Bass Trombone and Orchestra
7. Frank Siekmann Concerto for Bass Trombone
8. Frigyes Hidas Rhapsody for Bass Trombone and Wind Band
9. Gordon Jacob Cameos for Bass Trombone and Wind Orchestra
10. Jame Kessler Concerto for Bass Trombone
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11. Jon George Concerto for Bass Trombone
12. Karl Pilss Concerto for Bass Trombone and Strings
13. Richard Lieb Concertino Basso
14. Robert Spillman Concerto for Bass Trombone
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Significance and background of research
Classical music occurs from the creation of musical pieces of work by

music composers who bring all elements of music, i.e. melody, rhythm, harmony, tone

color and texture to arrange to be valuable musical composition involved with the
context of music history in each era, triggering diversity of musical characteristics

(Naruth Suttajit, 2012; Natcha Soktiyanurak, 2000). Thus, music performance that can

absolutely convey musical composition must be created from complete elements of

music as musical composers determine. However, it is the most likely that musical

instruments such as string instruments, woodwind instruments, brass instruments
including singing cannot completely create elements of music from solo performance

due to capacity restriction on the nature of musical instruments. Therefore, the

happening of complete music performance considerably relies on complement that

helps enhance solo performance; that is accompanying musical performance. Until the

Classical period, the piano, a musical instrument that can completely create elements

of music, began to establish and was uninterruptedly developed. Until the Romantic




JudnaIneay yr1Ingaeuiaa AR, (AUAT) / 121

period, various music composers brought this musical instrument to create their

musical pieces of work in the context of piano accompanying (Adler, 1965).

Once piano accompanying played an important role, pianists such as
Gerald Moore and Kurt Adler viewed that piano accompanying is an interesting

science and introduced this through writing a book about piano accompanying.

Besides, numerous musical institutes provided piano accompanying curriculum in

masters and doctors degree levels including a subject related to piano accompanying
in piano performance curriculum in a bachelors degree level (Price ,1999; Baker,
2006). In Thailand, none of music institutes offer curriculum for piano accompanying

but there are instructions in the form of courses for undergraduate piano performance

curriculum. Some curriculums separate it as a specific subject, some curriculums
organize it as a part of ensemble subject, both compulsory and alternative subjects.

Furthermore, teaching and learning management of a training workshop is specifically

provided for singers and piano accompanists.

Based on a literature review, it was found that the most mentioned context

of piano accompanying was vocal accompanying. In terms of string instruments and

woodwind instruments, some information were mentioned while brass instruments

were the least mentioned. As a result, the researcher is interested in studying the
context of piano accompanying for brass instruments. However, since there are many

musical instruments in the brass family, the researcher then decided to study only one
instrument; that is trombone as its characteristics and how it produces sound different

from other brass instruments. A trombone is not considered as a solo instrument and
used to play in ensemble. But from the literature review, it was found that there are
many interesting trombone solo repertoires which are accompanied by piano.

Moreover, trombone has a long lifespan but trombone solo repertoires with piano

accompanying started to appear in the 19" century (Herbert, 2006; Guion, 2010).

Therefore, trombone solo repertoires were obvious in relation to characteristics and

patterns of composition influenced by those eras of music. With regard to the aforesaid
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reasons, the researcher then selected trombone to study in the context of piano
accompanying.
Besides, the literature review showed that there were a number of

researches conducted specifically on teaching and learning piano accompanying. They

mentioned teaching and learning methods, suggestion of books and documents, skills
required in piano accompanying, and code of teaching and learning for piano
accompaniment of music institutes in the U.S.A. (Rose, 1981; Baker, 2006; Lee, 2009).

Most of them presented a big picture of piano accompanying without substantially

specifying piano accompanying for vocal or any musical instruments. Piano

accompanying for trombone has been less mentioned in academic documents while
information related to teaching and learning piano accompanying for trombone is still

missing. As a consequence, the researcher is interested in studying piano

accompanying for trombone so as to bring the obtained data to present instructional
content in piano accompanying for trombone course for undergraduate piano

performance student in Thailand context.

Purpose of study

1) To study instructional content in piano accompanying for trombone.

2) To present instructional content in piano accompanying for trombone

course for undergraduate piano performance student in Thailand context.

Research Methodology

This research was conducted with a qualitative research method. Data were
collected from a semi-structured interview and studying from documents. The

informants were selected with a purposeful sampling technique and considered by the

following requirements: 1) persons with Thai nationality and live in Thailand, 2)

persons who play a role in being piano accompanists in a performance not less than 5

years and or 3) persons who are studying or finished the study in piano accompanying
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directly from institutes of music from foreign countries and or 4) persons who finished

piano performance from institutes of music in Thailand or foreign countries and had

experience in studying piano accompanying course and or 5)persons having

experience in teaching piano accompanying course for undergraduate piano

performance students in Thailand institutes of music. There are totally 11 informants
who met the requirements and participated in the research.

The instrument used in this research was open-ended interview questions
made by the researcher to use as a guideline for interviewing. Those questions were

carried out a trial from a pilot study with persons having similar qualification as the
informants and the interview forms were proved to be efficient for data collection and

actual interview.

With regard to data collection from an interview, the researcher made

contact with the informants through emails and telephones. After the informants

acknowledged all details and agreed to participate in the research as being informants,

an appointment for date, time, and place for convenient interviewing was made. The
interview took 1 to 2 hours, one-on-one. During the interview, data were recorded by a
voice recorder and note taking by the researcher.

After the data were collected, the researcher classified the data by points of

the research which included 1) difference between piano accompanying for trombone
and other musical instruments, 2)solo repertoires for trombone, 3) skills necessary to
piano accompanying for trombone, 4) instructional content in piano accompanying for
trombone course for undergraduate piano performance student in Thailand context. All

the collected data concerning with these 4 points were analyzed, interpreted, and
synthesized based on points of view, concepts, and experiences of the informants in

conjunction with the data obtained from the document study.
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Research results

The researcher classified the data into 2 major parts as 1) research results
of the 4 points and 2) data synthesis.

The research results of the 4 points comprised point 1: Difference between

piano accompanying for trombone and other musical instruments; it was found that
difference of piano accompanying for each musical instrument depended on difference
of composition, dynamic, tone color, balance, the sounds that musical instruments
make, and signaling including characteristics and personality of those who perform a

solo of each musical instrument. Therefore, collaborative pianist have to study, make

understanding, analytically think and create the sound that suitable for a certain

musical instrument and those who do a solo performance.
Point 2: Solo repertoires for trombone, the researcher gathered a list of

standard repertoire and a list of composers which can be divided into 2 parts as solo

repertoires for tenor trombone and bass trombone. The repertoires were divided into 2

parts as repertoires accompanied by piano and repertoires accompanied by a band or

orchestra. As being piano accompanists who are interested in piano accompanying for
trombone should study and get to know these repertoires. In relation to instruction of

piano accompanying that focuses on piano accompanying for trombone, teachers can
employ these repertoires as useful data for theoretical and practical study so that
learners can get to know and learn about patterns and characteristics of trombone solo

repertoires.
Point 3: Skills necessary to piano accompanying for trombone; the data

collection from the interview and document study found that necessary skills for piano

accompanying for trombone consisted of piano playing skills, listening skills, sight-

reading skills, singing skills, skills of note reading and playing composition modified
from orchestra, ensemble skills, mistakes in performance management skill, and other

skills, i.e.communication skills, management skills, and human skills, considered
skills compliant with piano accompanying for all musical instruments. However, in

order to apply these skills it is necessary to consider diversity that is different in each
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musical instrument depending on repertoires, the nature of a certain musical
instrument, the sounds that musical instruments make, and signaling or even

characteristics and personality of solo performers.
Point 4. Instructional content in piano accompanying for trombone course

for undergraduate piano performance student in Thailand context found that the
necessary instructional content in the piano accompanying for trombone course could

be broken down into 2 parts as 1)theoretical contents included knowledge of

trombone, knowledge of trombone solo repertoires, a study and analysis of trombone
solo repertoires, preparation and practicing, knowledge of teamwork and good

management, and the qualifications of a good collaborative pianist, 2)practical

contents included piano accompanying skill for trombone, the role of piano

accompanying as an actor and advisor. For instruction in Thailand context, a part of

piano accompanying or instrumental ensemble existing in a group learning, what
teachers should consider is a number of learners in a class, a number of times and
duration of instruction as well as basic knowledge of each learner in a class, where in

teachers will need to have an instructional planning for presenting various contents.

With reference to data synthesis, the researcher analyzed the data and
found that instructional content that should include in piano accompanying for
trombone could be divided into 2 parts as the theoretical and practical contents as

mentioned above. The presentation of these contents to learners in an efficient manner

could happen when teachers had characteristics and patterns in instruction suitable for

the contents. The data collection showed that instruction of piano accompanying could
be provided in 4 styles as 1) theoretical section or lecture, 2) group discussion, 3)
practical section and 4) performance practice. The researcher brought the data in the

part of contents and instructional styles to synthesize, it could be concluded that the
theoretical contents included knowledge of trombone, knowledge of trombone solo
repertoires and a study and analysis of trombone solo repertoires of which instruction
could be managed by means of theoretical section or lecture, Preparation and
practicing, knowledge of teamwork and good management, and the qualifications of a
good collaborative pianist of which instruction could be managed by means of group
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discussion. The practical contents included piano accompanying skill for trombone of

which instructional could be managed by means of practical section while instruction
of the role of piano accompanying as an actor and advisor could be implemented by

means of performance practice.

Discussion
The research results obtained from interviewing the informants were
consistent with the data that the researcher studied from the literature review such as

difference of piano accompanying in each musical instrument. Moore (1974), Adler
(1965) and Katz (2009 said that collaborative pianist must have good knowledge and

understanding in a certain music instrument to create sound balance for transfer and
support each other during performances and to present music in accordance with

composers purposes. In this regard, the role of piano accompanying must make

understanding and build familiarity with difference of piano accompanying in each
musical instrument that consists of difference in repertoires, the nature of each musical
instrument in terms of dynamic, tone color, the sounds that musical instruments make,

signaling including characteristics and personality of performers.In the same way,
piano accompanying for trombone has to be modified to meet with appropriateness for
quality of performance having unity in an instrumental ensemble.

With regard to the point of piano accompanying skills for trombone, the
study of documents and interviewing the informants showed the data in the same

direction. Besides, there were additional data not mentioned in the documents such as

mistakes in performance management skills, the role of piano accompanying as an

actor and advisor. However, all the presented skills in piano accompanying for

trombone are the same skills seen in piano accompanying for other musical

instruments. For an application of these skills, it is highly necessary for collaborative

pianist to consider the nature of musical instruments and repertoires as they are

absolutely different as well as characteristics and personality of solo performers.
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The data related to difference of piano accompanying for each musical
instruments and skills in piano accompanying indicated that repertoires were

considered a major factor in the role of piano accompanying. Therefore, as

collaborative pianist, getting to know repertoires of a certain musical instrument is

necessary. For this research, the researcher collected the list of standard repertoire for

trombone which can be broken down into tenor trombone and bass trombone, and the
types of repertoires are divided into 2 parts as repertoires accompanied by piano and

repertoires accompanied by a band or orchestra, with the researchers intention to

provide these as a source of data for collaborative pianist who are interested in piano
accompanying to be able to select these repertoires as instructional media for

instruction.

Piano accompanying plays an important role in conjunction with music

performance and study. Namely, piano accompanying is regarded as fertilizer that
helps music study grow and develop further. It is a necessary structure for instruction
and music performance in a quality manner. It can be said that in order to strive for

music development, education institutes need to give importance to and stress on

development of piano accompanying as well Therefore, instruction of piano

accompanying is necessary and instructional content is a part of important components

of instruction.

At the end, this research discovers that instructional content in piano
accompanying for trombone course for undergraduate piano performance students in

Thailand context consists of theoretical content, i.e.1) knowledge of trombone, 2)
knowledge of trombone solo repertoires, 3)a study and analysis of trombone solo
repertoires, 4 preparation and practicing, 5) knowledge of teamwork and good
management and 6)the qualifications of good collaborative pianist. The practical
contents comprises 1) piano accompanying skills for trombone such as piano playing

skills, listening skills, sight reading skills, singing skills, skills of note reading and
playing compositions modified from orchestra, ensemble skills, and mistakes in

performance management skills, 2) the role of piano accompanying as an actor such as
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being on a stage, how to manage mistakes in performance, and performing in different

places, 3) the role of piano accompanying as advisor such as coaching, commenting,

teaching, communication, and listening, based on instruction in a form of theoretical

section or lecture, group discussion, practical section, and performance practice. In this

regard, overall the contents for instruction of piano accompanying for trombone can be

applied in all music institutes both in Thailand and abroad. Nevertheless, with regard

to factors or circumstances in Thailand that have effect on instruction such as attitude
and perspectives towards piano accompanying of the music personnel, the existing of
group instruction, the basic of learners including limited period of time, teachers need

to make a plan to handle with such circumstances. Besides, these appearing contents

can be applied in instruction of piano accompanying for all musical instruments based

on the context of a certain musical instrument. Above all, curriculum or instruction of

piano accompanying looks like a certificate that enables learners to get to know and

understand the role of piano accompanying. It offers raw materials and useful

guidelines to learners in apply it in the role of piano accompanying in a professional
manner, but finally the best way to learn the role of piano accompanying is collecting

experience from performing a duty as a collaborative pianist in a professional manner.

In case individuals are interested in or good at piano accompanying for any musical
instruments, they are able to focus on studying about components of musical
instruments so seriously that they can be named as piano accompanying specialists for

a certain musical instrument definitely.

Suggestions for implementation

1) The contents in instruction of piano accompanying for trombone
obtained from this research in terms of theoretical and practical contents are
considered a guideline that can be applied to instruction of piano accompanying for all
musical instruments

2) The list of trombone solo repertoires that the researcher collected can

be selected as instructional media in instruction as appropriate
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3) Experience-based data presented in the chapter 4; the mentioned

research results and points can be a guideline for collaborative pianist to apply in
terms of music and management methods

4) Collaborative pianists who are interested in piano accompanying for
trombone with various points like the nature of musical instruments, trombone solo
repertoires, and what to consider in piano accompanying for trombone, these

information can be body of knowledge that can be applied in practices.

Suggestions for future research

1) Various contents associated with instruction of piano accompanying for

trombone, both theoretical and practical contents, offered in this research are text data.

Therefore, future research can build on these contents in the point related to
curriculum development and presentation of an instructional plan for piano
accompanying for trombone including employing these contents to run a trial in

instruction.

2) This research presented a big picture of the contents in instruction of
piano accompanying for trombone including patterns of instruction, no specific details
related to repertoires were available. Therefore, future research can conducted on the

context of instruction of piano accompanying specifying any trombone repertoires in

details so as to obtain in-depth information that leads to new concept in the context of

piano accompanying or even changing to study details of contents related to other

musical instruments.
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