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AN ANALYSIS OF ETHICAL BEHAVIORS IN THAI SOCIETY FROM THE
LITERARY WORKS OF VIMOL SAINIMNUAN

KITTIWUT KHUNTHONGCHAN 5136337 SHES/M

M.A. (ETHICAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE :WARIYA CHINWANNO, Ph.D., PICHET
KALAMKASAIT, M.A.

ABSTRACT

This study was qualitative research regarding the ethics contained in the
literary works of VimolSainimnuan. The objectives of this research were 1) to study
and analyze the ethical problems and the ethics of Thai society from the literary works
and 2) to find ways to solve the ethical problems of Thai society.

The results of this research showed that the four books— Ngoo,
Khonsongjao, Jaopaendin, and Khokphranang, show Thai social problems -
poverty,superstition, crime, justice and politics, as well as the behaviors that lead to
the ethical problems - greed, sexual harassment, corruption, and gambling.

The suggestion from this research is that the Thai government should find
waysto solve the problems in Thai society and in the behaviors that lead to ethical

problems in order that Thailand may experience peace.
KEY WORDS BEHAVIORS IN ETHICS/ THAI SOCIETY/
FOUR LITERATURES - NGOO / KHONSONGJAO /

JAOPAENDIN AND KHOK PHRANANG
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AN ANALYSIS OF ETHICAL BEHAVIORS IN THAI SOCIETY FROM THE
LITERARY WORKS OF VIMOL SAINIMNUAN

KITTIWUT KHUNTHONGCHAN 5136337 SHES/M

M.A. (ETHICAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : WARIYA CHINWANNO, Ph.D., PICHET
KALAMKASAIT, M.A., NAKAMOL PUNCHAKETTIKUL, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. The Origin and Importance of the Problems

Every society always has literature. The best literature is the heritage of
the past. Roman society is successful in the military affairs and its literature is also
known widely. Indian society is successful in Religion, philosophy and also literatures.
Chinese society, Japanese society, and Western society are successful in science,
technology and literature. All these show that literature is a part of human society.

Moreover, literature is related closely with a society. M.L. Boonlue
Thepsuwan says that literature is related closely with society. A society is an origin of
literature and literature reflects society. A writer of literature shows his own society
in literature directly or indirectly and with conscience and non-conscience.

John Rockwell, an American phychosocial therapist, says that literature
is an investigation of society. Literature is a product and not to be imaginary.
Literature is not only the reality of society but also to be important for the possibility
and changing of society.

Literature is related with a society. A writer who has the responsibility for
society should bring the possibility to gather with values of society and opinions of the

writer. The suggestions of the writer should come from his private experience and




Aadqal yunesiuny unagduunauysainmsangy /120

inspiration and not to be a sociological theory. The suggestions for solving the
problems will be not be the ways to solve the problems of society. Some literature
reflects only the social problems. Writer can write literatures to reflect the general
society. So Witt Siwasariyanond says that the poet or writer is one person but to be
like three persons, a writer is an author who is a part and a population of society.
Literature is an idea product of a poet or a writer from their experiences. So the
contents of literature are from the social experience of writer either directly or
indirectly.

The four novels of Vimol Sainimnuan - Ngoo, Khonsongjao, Jaopaendin
and Khokphranang reflect the condition of society clearly. Their contents reflect Thai
social problems and behaviors in the ethic of society. The researcher is interested in
studying and analyzing the four novels in this research entitled, "An Analysis of
Ethical Behaviors in Thai Society from the Literary Works of Vimol Sainimnuan."
The objectives are to study and analyze them in order to find the ways to solve the
problems of Thai society.

2. Research Objectives

2.1 To study the problems of Thai Society as reflected in the literary works
of Vimol Sainimnuan.

2.2 To study and analyze the ethical problems and social ethics in the
literary works of Vimol Sainimnuan.

2.3 To find the ways to solve the ethical problems in Thai Society.

3. Scope of Research
This research aims at studying and analyzing the ethics and ethical
problems of Thai society in the four literary works of Vimol Sainimnuan, namely

Ngoo, Khonsongjao, Jaopaendin, and Khokphranang.
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4. Research Methodology

This is qualitative research. It is a descriptive analysis of the ethics of
literature and the study from the research documents (documentary research). It was
divided into two parts, as follows;

4.1 documentary research studying Vimol Sainimuan’s four literary
works.

4.2 documentary research studying and academic documents.

5. Reaearch Benefit

5.1 To understand the conditions and problems of Thai society from the
literary works of Vimol Sainimnuan.

5.2 To know the ethical problems and the ethics of Thai society from the
literary works of Vimol Sainimnuan.

5.3 To find the ways to solve the social problems of Thai Society.

6. Results of Research

From the study and analysis of the human behaviors in Thai society from
the four novels of Vimol Sainimnuan, namely Ngoo, Khonsongjao, Jaopaendin and
Khokphranang, we learn that literature reflects Thai rural society and is related with
the overview of Thai society. The writer specified the Khokphranang district to be the
symbol of Thai society. Vimol Sainimnuan had the negative opinions about Thai
society. He thinks that poor people were taken advantage by the rich and are not
treated equally. The writer points out that people are greedy and selfish which lead to
the ethical problems in Thai society at the present time. These problems are as

follows;

1. The Poverty Problem
The literary works show the poor people in Thai society. In the
Khokphranang District people are poor farmers. Their farm depends on the
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weather. They have many debts and are taken advantage by the dealers. Moreover,
they are affected by natural disasters such as flooding, drought, etc, as appeared in the
family conditions of Kam in Khonsongjao and Bualoy in Khokphranang. Moreover,
people in Khokphranang District who were affected by the present economic
condition. In Thai society, especially teenagers can not live their lives in the
district and move to work in the capital and abandon old people and children. All
these, show that poverty is a critical problem in the rural area.

2. The Belief Problem

The literary works show belief of people in Thai society. These beliefs
are credulous. We learn that people believe in the Chao Pau Phra Sai in the
Banyan tree and somebody tied the yellow robe around it. The villagers believed that
the Banyan tree is sacred and thus respected it. At the same time, Kam had an accident
and became medium of Chao Pau Phra Sai. There are many people who respect him
and give him money. This made Kam become rich and powerful because he is the
representative of Chao Pau Phra Sai. Kam lied to people and persecutes anybody
who are against him. Moreover, people in the Khokphranang District were credulous.
They believe that a white snake is a holy snake. They believe that anybody who
catches a white snake will be ill. They also believe that the Buddha statue in the
monastery eats the humans. All these showed that people in Thai society are

credulous believers.

3. The Crime Problem

The novels show the crime problems in Thai society through Ngoo,
Jaopaendin, and Khonsongjao. Kampiew was killed because he had a conflict with
Kam for being the owner of the land in their district, and Nongpha-nga is the
daughter of headman - Thongma who knows that his daughter is injured, then return
to kill Mek. There is also violence within family in Khonsongjao when Mek often
injures his wife when he is angry and unreasonable. All these show violence the Thai

family.
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4. The Justice System Problem

The four literary works reflect the justice problem of Thai society such as
the investigation of policeman forcing the accused to confess in the investigation
from the investigation of Phra Thongma in Jaopaendin. Moreover, being unfair in the
case, omitting the responsibility, and lacking the investigation standard remain
important problems in the Thai justice system. This can be seen in the case of Buck
being arrested and accused of killing Mek in Khonsongjao, Bualoy in the car
crash accident in  Khokphranang, and the problems of the Department of

Corrections in treating of the inmates as in Ngoo.

5. The Political Problem

The literature show the political problems in Thai society such as votes
buying from the behaviors of Rit - village chief, of Khokphranang district who buy
votes from people by buying their ID cards as in Ngoo. Moreover, Thai politicians
who are supposed to be representatives of their people and do not keep their promise
after the election. We can see from Rit, village chief, who got elected to be an M.P.
had promised to increase the price of rice but failed to do so. For this reason, people
protested against him.

These behaviors led to the ethical problems as appeared in Vimol

Sainimnuan’s works which can be concluded as follows;

1. The Behaviors of Greed

The literary works show the behaviors of greedy people which has
remained the ethical problems in Thai society such as Kam who used to be poor and
become rich because people come to pay respect to the Chao Pau Phra Sai but this is
not enough for him. He also wanted to be the owner of lands in his village. There are
other people like Kam such as Luang Por Nian and Phra Chantorn at Khokphranang
temple who lie to buy the land of people in Khokphranang to be the place for
meditation but he wanted to be the owner of land. Phra Chantorn also gives loan to
the farmers even though this is not a suitable behaveior for monks. All these show

people’s greed.
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2. The Behaviors of Sexual Harassment

The literary works show the behaviors of sexual harassment as appeared
in Jaopaendin such as Kam being the representative of Chao Pau Phra Sai having
sexual harassment with women who respected him. Rit, the village chief, raped many
women. All these showed that sexual harassment lead to the ethical problems of
people in Thai society.

3. The Behaviors of Insincerity

The literary works show the behaviors of insincerity among people in
Thai society such as behaviors of Kam and monks. Kam is the representatives of
Chao Pau Phra Sai but lies to the people who respect him. Kam tells the owner of the
land that the land is bad and unlucky for the owner. The owner is afraid and gives
the land to Kam. The behaviors of Lueng Por Nian and Phra Chantorn who lie to
people that they are good monks but actually they are murderers killing of Luang Ta
Tae. All these show that the behaviors of insincerity leading to the ethical problems

of people in Thai society.

4. The Behaviors of Gambling

The literature shows the behavior of gambling which has become part of
the Thai life because gambling is supported by the government such as lottery, etc.
We see many kinds of gambling in the literary works : boxing in the television,

illegal, lottery, etc.

7. Conclusion

Vimol Sainimnuan wants to show that there are many social problems in
Thai society both the structural problems : poverty, supernatural belief, crime
problem, justice system problem, political problem, and the behaviors leading to the

ethical problems - greed, sexual harassment, insincerity and gambling.
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8. Suggestions

8.1 From the problems in Thai Society as reflected by the four literary
works of Vimol Sainimnuan, the Thai government should find the ways to solve the
problems systematically so that people will live together in peace.

8.2 Any researcher can study and analyze the ethical behaviors of Thai
Society from the literatry works of Vimol Sainimnuan, to solve the social problems,
to find the ways to solve them, and to improve the ethical behaviors of the people

for development of Thai Society as a whole.
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