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PHUTHAI PIPE IN KUDWA VILLAGE, KUDWA SUB-DISTRICT,
KUCHINARAI DISTRICT, KALASINTH PROVINCE.

PONGTORN PANPHAD 4937941 LCC/M
M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : THANAYUS THANATHITI, Ph.D.,
LAKANA DAORATANAHONG, DOCTORAT DE L’EHESS.,

ABSTRACT
This thesis studied the Phuthai pipe in Kudwa village, Kudwa sub-

district, Kuchinarai district, Kalasin province. The study was about the pipe’s
history, how to make it, how to play it, what songs were written for it, and how it
reflected the socio-culture of the Phuthai people. As for the research methodology,
Cultural Anthropological and Ethno-musicological research were used, and these
methods focused on field work. For the presentation of the study, descriptive writing
was undertaken. The study found that the pipe was a wind musical instrument made
of bamboo called Hiah. It has 6 holes for sound and 7 sound levels: Sol La Si Do Re
Me Fa. Nevertheless, only 5 sounds were usually played: Sol La Do Re Me. The
pipe was composed of 5 parts: body, reed, hole covered by thin tissue, holes for
musical sounds, and the tail of pipe, for the songs sung with this pipe, they were soft
and slow melodies. Is general, the pipe was played for Phuthai dance and was
essentially used in the Yao ceremony for curing sick people. Phuthai people thought
that this pipe always went along with their life. So, the pipe reflected Phuthai culture
as follows, it brought entertainment and created social unity, it embodied the
musical ethics of the community, it had important roles in some ceremonies of
Phuthai beliefs, it told us about the Phuthai ways of living with nature, and it was

part of the Phuthai identity.

KEY WORDS : PHUTHAI PIPE /KUDWA VILLAGE / ETHNOMUSICOLOGY
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PHUTHAI PIPE IN KUDWA VILLAGE, KUDWA SUB-DISTRICT,KUCHINARALI
DISTRICT, KALASINTH PROVINCE.

PONGTORN PANPHAD 4937941 LCC/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : THANAYUS THANATHITI, Ph.D.,
LAKANA DAORATANAHONG, DOCTORAT DE L’EHESS.,

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Background of the Research

When I was young, I had visited to Phu-Tai people many times. I was
impressed by lifestyle of Phu-Tai. These lead me to study about social, culture,
tradition and Phu-Tai Identity which showed me some instrument. It was called “Phu-
Tai pipe”. Phu-Tai pipe was a classical instrument, it was found among Phu-Tai
people in Lao and in north-east of Thailand. Nowadays, Minority of Phu-Tai
descendants still play Phu-Tai pipe, there are in Kalasin, Mookdahan, Sakon Nakorn
and Nakorn Panom. The study revealed that Phu-Tai pipe makers are mostly elderly
person and there are very rare. Because Phu-Tai pipe makers should be the expert in
sound system, nature of Phu-Tai pipe is noticeable in its physics and sound system. Its
appearance integrates between flute and khaen (bamboo mouth organ) which made of
Hie bamboo. Sound system of Phu-Tai pipe is unique and different from other folk
instruments by its vibrated sound system, draw out the note and the shaking reed of a
pipe by wind from lung. The continually blowing wind through a hole of pipe causes
pretty melodious sound. The player had to blow continuously and strongly. If he is
not an expert, Phu-Tai pipe sound will be desultory and not be harmonious. The study
found that the importance of Phu-Tai pipe had related to lifestyle, cultural social,

ceremony and belief of Phu-Tai people firmly. These have been shown by Yao
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ceremony - a sacrificial sprite that heals an ill person. “Phu-Tai pipe” is not only be
significant role in to worship but also in lifestyle of Phu-Tai people such as
recreational activities in the village, to carol in annual festival tradition, artistic
handcrafts, to heal ill people in Yao ceremony and to form Phu-Tai folk band. Phu-Tai
people respect in the musician and the instrument inventor as if they are a philosopher.
They are mentioned in substitute of unity in their community. These are fabulous
social and cultural coloration of Phu-Tai people which are nearly evanescent. Phu-Tai
classic instrument which reflect on philosophical tribal lives, an imagination of a
player and identity of tribal art supposing that no one concerns and researches these
Phu-Tai culture extremely, Phu-Tai classic harmonica will be disappeared in social-
culture and another cultural contexts also. I have concerned on globalization instead
of Phu-Tai tribal culture so the research required for this thesis absolutely should have
been investigated to preserve and to rehabilitate for being information sources and also
to stimulate the social for admiring Phu-Tai pipe to be the indigenous knowledge and
the cultural heritage carrying down to the next generations. They will be proud of a

valuable culture.

The Objectives of the Research

1. To investigate Phu-Tai people lifestyle ordinarily.

2. To determine Phu-Tai pipe: background of Phu-Tai pipe, Phu-Tai pipe
production methods, the procedure of Phu-Tai pipe’s sound system, the traditional
Phu-Tai music and songs for Phu-Tai carol.

3. To investigate the reflection of Phu-Tai pipe to social — culture of Phu-

Tai people.
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The Methods of the Research
The research on Phu-Tai pipe of Kud-Wa village Kud-Wa sub-district

Kushi-Narai district Kalasin province was the Ethnomusicology and Cultural
Anthropological research. The research had started from basic information,
Ethnomusicology research, Cultural Anthropological research and another research
related to Phu-Tai tribal lives. Then, the most important of methods of this research
was gathering the information in fieldworks. Because of Ethnography research, I had
to investigate the living in studied area by spending my times with Phu-Tai people in
Kud-Wa village intimately as well as I were one part of their family. I wrote down
general behavior of the people in Phu-Tai community and searched for the target
information around the village by interviewing related people formally and general
people informally. In addition, I joined them in the activities, traditions of Kud-Wa
village and then I classified my collected data and corrected them with sources and
related documents before analyzed these information by associated them with
Ethnomusicology, Cultural Anthropology caused the peroration “The reflection of
Phu-Tai pipe to the function and how important of Phu-Tai pipe to Kud-Wa social —

culture is.”

Conclusion of the Research

The research revealed that:

1) Lifestyle of Phu-Tai community.

Phu-Tai people in Kud-Wa village have pastoral lifestyle as same as

Thai people in Isan, their living and avocation were in harmony with nature they lived.
They believed in their folklore community, leader and supernatural phenomenon.
Phu-Tai people loved in peace, they kept pleasantly by enjoying with Phu-Tai music
and singing Phu-Tai song when they were weary of their hard work or were in festival
season. About the study, I classified the way of life of Phu-Tai people into four types;
social, beliefs and ceremonies, occupations and language and costume.

Socially, Phu-Tai people in Kud-Wa village were a mind-supporting and
harmonious community. Their livings were plain and idyllic as other community in

Isan. They believed in the leaders, the deans, the village headman and ancestral
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spirits. The leaders in community were the indoctrinators about virtues and
conformity. Phu-Tai people nowadays behaved customarily such as a marriage — they
have to welcome a son-in-law into a family. Normally they will live in a big family
and respect in the elders and ancestral spirits.

Beliefs and ceremonies, Phu-Tai people are Buddhist, they believed in a
supernatural phenomenon and ancestral spirits. The study showed their ceremonies as
following;

Ta-Hag Ghost Oblation — the villagers always hold this ceremony before
rice farming season to worship the ghost who shield their crops.

Ancestral Ghost Oblation — the ceremony will be held at shrine of the
ancestor which was at the north of the village. The offerings were rice whisky, meat
dishes, sweets and flowers including flourish of pipe and khaen.

Yao Ghost Oblation — Yao is a doctor heals sick person. To worship Yao
ghost, they will dance with flourish of Phu-Tai pipe.

About their occupations, the majority is a rice farmer for household and
farm jasmine rice for trade. In addition, they do cattle for trade and plough the fields,
they plant backyard garden and do handcrafts for household and trade.

Languages and Costumes,

Languages

In daily life, Phu-Tai people in Kud-Wa village speak and write in Phu-Tai
but some time in Thai when they communicate with the outsiders. (Phu-Tai written
language is Lao language family and Dharma letters)

Costumes

The most of Phu-Tai people in Kud-Wa village wear their handcrafts from
cotton and also they indoctrinated their descendants for wearing dark blue cotton
clothes with red stripes which were color of Kud-Wa village. Women wear black long
sleeves shirt with red stripes, the buttons were coins, black color made of Cram tree.
Their sarongs were Mud-Mi clothes and their accessories were silver. In the past, men
wore sarong and striped the waist but at present they wear Mo-hom pants or cotton
pants with loincloth.

2) Knowledge about Phu-Tai pipe

Background of Phu-Tai pipe
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Dhan Saengsuri (2010) said “Pipe and khaen was produced at the same
time but no one knew when Phu-Tai pipe was produced. There was only traditional
history but nothing about the entry of Phu-Tai pipe, this cultural heritage is handed
down to posterity for long time ago.”

The research revealed that this instrument was played in Phu-Tau cultural
rites so it was called “Phu-Tai pipe”, made of “Hie bamboo”. These small bamboos
were mostly appropriate for making Phu-Tai pipe and Isan khaen was made of the
same bamboos also. Hie bamboo were found along Phu-pan mountains, the northern
Kud-Wa, boundary of Kalasin to Mukdahan, Sakon-nakorn and Nakorn-panom. The
study found that Phu-Tai pipe was produced by former Phu-Tai wisdom in Lao. The
most of Phu-Tai pipe players are the musicians of Phu-Tai and Phu-Tai people only.

Phu-Tai pipe’s sound system

There were six holes for controlling the pipe tone and making 7 tones — the
intonations from bass to alt (G A B C D E F) but there were only 5-6 tones for playing
depended on the expertise of players. To make reed of pipe, the maker had to
compared pipe tone with khaen tone as G then drilled bamboo the first hole as A tone
and the next as B C D E and the last hole as F but the players seldom play this tone.

Slither from one tone to another one was one of individual techniques of
playing the pipe as well as playing bamboo stump. Slither from A to C and C to A,
these tones were produced by gliding ring finger from the third hole to right and left,
switch gently. The players called this technique “rubbing the pipe”

Songs with Phu-Tai pipe

Playing Phu-Tai pipe accompanied with khaen was called “Lai Phu-Tai”
or playing with Phu-Tai folk band including other Isan instruments such as khaen, lute
and bamboo stump. The importance of Phu-Tai pipe in folk band were Phu-Tai song
in Yao ghost ceremony, Phu-tai dance with folk band which there were only two
melodies are Phu-Tai Yai and Phu-Tai Noi.

3) Phu-Tai pipe with the reflection of social — culture of Phu-Tai people.

Phu-Tai pipe was Phu-Tai social-culture output, the study revealed that

the Phu-Tai pipe was absolutely important to social — culture, ceremonies and beliefs

of Phu-Tai people. Evidently, it was showed in Yao Ghost Ceremony and in Phu-Tai
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community living such as recreational festivals in the village, to carol in annual
festival tradition, artistic handcrafts, to heal ill people by Yao. Socially, the musicians
and the instrument inventors were respected in the community so Phu-Tai pipe was

one of artistic works from Phu-Tai people showing Phu-Tai social — culture gloriously.

The reflection of Phu-Tai pipe to social values and beliefs

Phu-Tai tribal living was idyllic lifestyle and conformed to natural context
they lived. They believed in the same social values, ancestral spirits, the deans and the
supernatural phenomenon. Their occupations were related to the nature. Phu-Tai
people loved in peace, they kept pleasantly by enjoying with Phu-Tai music and
singing Phu-Tai song. The research showed that Phu-Tai pipe was important to Yao
ghost ceremony firmly, which was flourishing the pipe and khaen in the rite.

The reflection of Phu-Tai pipe to the livings

Phu-Tai tribal living was idyllic lifestyle and conformed to natural context
they lived as to make Phu-Tai pipe of Hie bamboos which were materials they found
around their resident area. Their avocations correlated with natural contexts, they
loved in peace, and they kept pleasantly to the community by enjoying with Phu-Tai
music and singing Phu-Tai song. The hobbies were handcrafts and artistic works. Yao
is as a doctor healing the sick people. These showed Phu-Tai pipe was combined

harmoniously with Phu-Tai livings.

The reflection of Phu-Tai pipe to their identity

Phu-Tai pipe showed Phu-Tai Identity, emotions and indigenous
knowledge to be the classical art from natural contexts. This classic instrument
presented Phu-Tai language, Phu-Tai songs, individual artistic works and Phu-Tai
cultural heritage. Phu-Tai culture was valuable of Thailand which should be reserved

and passed down to Thai posterity.
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