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RIMNAM CHANTHABOON COMMUNITY AND LOCAL SELF GOVERNANCE THROUGH
CULTURAL RESOURCE DIMENSION.

CHAYAPA ANAMWAT 5136867 LCCU/M

M.A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : NARONG ARDSAMITTI, Ph.D., JITIAYNG
YAMABHAI, Ph.D

ABSTRACT

Rimnam community is one of an old community,located in Chanthanimit District,
Muang, Chanthaburi. This old riverside community on Chanthaburi river is where use to
commercial and economic center, sadly in 2000,: fire accidents occurred and damaged wooden
residents on riverside which ended the roll of this thriving commercial center. Now River side
community is where charming of old, historical way of life, culture and building in colonial period
of Chanthaburi still alive. Not only the glorious images of thriving memory is left from the past but
this community still carry on being the center that gather people from different races, religions and
cultures like Thai Christian of Vietnamese descent or Thai Chinese together from past to nowday.

Life style in Chanthaboon riverside community is simple, peaceful and generations
to generations: careers, culture, neighbor relation, cultural consumption, all those things have been
past on. It shows that people realize the value of keeping this community lively and peacefully the
way it used to be which led to process oriented management by people within the community later
on.

This study is about Cultural Heritage inside Chanthaboon Riverside community. To
figure out what are social and culture capital as known as culture heritage that represent identity
and pride of Chanthaboon riverside community and how it is applied and represent community
power in organizing process, researcher has gathered information from people within community,
outsider and tourists and related concepts that link the phenomenon in the riverside community to
the others that use the same community cultures management in today globalization. Interesting
information from this study is that social and culture capital is important in studying populist

learning organization.

KEY WORDS : CULTURAL RESOURCE / LOCAL SELFGOVERNANCE.

93 pages
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RIMNAM CHANTHABOON COMMUNITY AND LOCAL SELF GOVERNANCE
THROUGH CULTURAL RESOURCE DIMENSION.

CHAYAPA ANAMWAT 5136867 LCCU/M

M.A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : NARONG ARDSAMITTI, Ph.D., JITJAYNG
YAMABHAI, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMARY

Conclusion : The Future Direction of Rimnam Chanthaboon

community

Rimnam Chanthaboon commonity is a community that has social and
cultural resources by itself. They are valuable and can be used as power and a tool in
the process of the community management. During the coming of the major plan of
the province about the economic and cultural way, Rimnam Chanthaboon community
had the process of management that emphasized the group process with the lead of the
leading group or the committee of the community. The process of management was
proceeded by negotiation not violation of the law. It was return to be a community that
had social and cultural fund : being a historical community that was very prosperous
during the region of King Rama V and being a community that has various
characteristics such as the races and religions of the people who live there- those are
Chinese, Thai and Vietnamese with the religion of Roman Catholic. Besides, it is a
peaceful community which its traditions, wisdom and cultures have been continued
until now. That’s the lifestyle of the people who live along the river bank of
Chantaburi river.

So Rimnam Chanthaboon a community is community that has social and

cultural resources. Thus, in the process of the community management in the
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dimension of cultural resources of the community, the people there have used their
cultural resources as a tool to present the illustrations of the community of cultural
ways. They allowed the provincial commerce to manage the tourism. Also, they could
cooperate with the provincial commerce and other private sections that participated in
the process of the community management such as Arsomsil Institution for the
improvement of the scenery and for the build of a museum with the participation of
the people, Burapa University for the survey in the dimension of the community
education and other private sectors. The budget that Rimnam Chanthaboon
community  received came from the people who appreciated the values of
Rimnam community .The budget was for the improvement of the community, not for
the change to satisfy the marketing system and take the community as a product in
those processes.

Building the strength in Rimnam Chanthaboon community came from
the management through their own people. In the eyes of the people who live in
Rimnam community , they think that the change is going in the good direction . It
doesn’t affect their lifestyles. These are an important point. The leading group of the
community always said that Rimnam Chanthaboon community would never enter the
marketing style . In other words, they would never create the community in the form
of land market or water market to attract the tourists and get money with these kinds of
process. Since the leading groups are the ones who has lived there since they were
born, they have the common thinking like most other people in the community. They
don’t want to change lifestyles of the community just for the commerce. However,
they are willing to accept the advices from the provincial commerce to adjust their
area to get along with the popularity of cultural way of tourism. They have proposed
that the community has the roles in the process of the community management.

The group leaders said that the process of the community management
could help the people to participate in the works of the community. The leaders were
only the coordinators. They just helped receiving the issues and calling for the
meeting . The people’s opinions are important. Not only the group leaders have to
listen to them, but also the province officers.

The development to be a strong community can’t be achieved without the

cooperation from everyone ( Prapapan Chatmalai,interviewed on June 6,2011). The
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interviewer asked the group leaders for their opinion about the community
management and the changes that happened until now.’Do they think it is successful?
will their community be maintained at the same conditions as today in the future ? *
The answer was ‘In the near future, Rimnam community will be the same as today.
The changes may be the improvement of the scenery to create the picture of the
community more clearly. Anyway, it will be the management by the people in the
community. They will continue their cooperation with the government and the private
sections.’ (Sopis Pokabarn, interviewed on January 2,2010)

Besides, during the interview , it was the time that Rimnam Chanthaboon
community was preparing a fair called Rimnam Chanthaburi community Three
Cultures Direction on September 9-11,2011. The fair was an example that showed the
cooperation from all sections such as the community, the province, private sections,
institutions etc. The most important thing was the expression that they were going to
be a well-known community. Before that, Rimnam Chanthaboon community was the
location for the scenes in many programs of TV channels. So, this fair was the
emphasis that they were a community that introduced their community through the
dimensions of history, characteristics and lifestyles. These were the social and cultural
resources of the community that they had showed to the outsiders. This kind of fair is
set only once a year. The community will create the scenery of the market in the old
time. Then, they will advertise to the public to visit the fair. During the ordinary days,
the community keeps their place as the reality.

They will not put up the decorations just to attract the tourists. So, in the
normal days, the tourists will sense the feeling of the original community environment.
They won’t just come to consume the products but come to appreciate the values of
the community lifestyles. Those are the things that the people in the community are
proud of and would like them to be that way.

Rimnam Chanthaboon community is a community that has many things
that they can be proud of. It is unique. It is not necessary to build a market in order to
attract the tourists. The tourists come here because they want to see the real river bank
community scenery not the market. People there live their normal lives. The tourists
just came here for sightseeing, took pictures with the background of old buildings or

some houses that were used for several TV programs or magazines, had noodles,
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bought some local ice cream branded Rocket , bought souvenirs at Sanaychan shop
and crossed a bridge to see a Christian church (Sirinart Prakobsook, interviewed on
March 11,2011). Those things are the opinions of the people in the community, both
the group leaders and some people. Besides, for the issue of the future direction of the
community, the researcher got the idea of the people that the community will not be
changed more than this. The change will be just to make it stronger and more beautiful
like the Museum House . So the outsiders may be more interested in making some
advertisements or TV programs here. There will be more visitors because they know
the community through several medias. Especially during the annual fair, there are
many booths. It is joyful time for the community people and the visitors (Soontree
Prakobsook, interviewed on January 11,2011)

Besides the opinions of the community people, the researcher also
received some opinions from Thai and foreign tourists. They think that Rimnam
Chanthaboon community is a small community. It doesn’t take much time to walk
around. It has a nice environment and the lifestyle like Chiengkan , Leuy province.
However , it looks closer to nature because there aren’t any guesthouse, hotels or
homestays. It is the original lifestyle that the people used to be like that in the past and
still stay the same. For the tourists point of view , they had been to many places such
as Samchuk in Supanburi , Phuket, Pra-arthid road in Bangkok etc. It was their
first time at Rimnam Chanthaboon community. They liked it here especially, the
Museum House.

They could learn about the history of Chanthaburi , the community and
the old people in the community . they didn’t want this community crowed like a
market because that would make it being ruined faster. Also, it would be
uncomfortable to walk around like the current days (Thicha Wongsirijaroen
,interviewed on September 6, 2011 )

For the opinion of a French tourist, Mr. John Louise, he had only been to
Chumchon Talad Bon or Krajang alley for buying some gems in Chanthaburi. This

time, his Thai friend took him to Rimnam community. He really liked it, especially
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a Christian church. It was very beautiful. Its architectural style was gothic’ . He
really liked Kanom Kai ( a Thai dessert made from eggs). When the researcher asked
whether he had known about the history of the community during the colonial area,
John Louise replied that had known it from his Thai friends. He though it was
interesting. While visiting the Museum, he also found some French documents. For his
opinion about the future of the community, he said that he didn’t want it to be changed
a lot. The current environment was charming. If there were some changes such as
more buildings or shops, the beauty would be gone. The nature that he saw that day
was the thing that should be kept that way. ( John Louise, interviewed on September
6,2011)

From the interviewed above, the opinion of the people in the community
harmonized with the outsiders ’opinion such as the tourists. As the head of the
group, Professor Prapapan Chatmalai, said the tourists who visit the community had
to be kind of ones who loved the art culture conservative tourism not a kind of people
who enjoyed market shopping or crowded places. They should be the ones who
appreciate and want to absorb the good nature pictures. So, it will math with the
objective of the process of the management for the cultural resources of the
community that not emphasize on the trading but on the principle of the community.

In the future Rimnam Chanthaboon community may change in the forms of the
adjustment of the area scenery, having more medias because it will be more famous.
However , they insisted that they would not change their lifestyles from what it was.

( Prapapan Chatmalai, interviewed on September 6,2011)

Today success of Rimnam Chanthaboon community comes from the
strength of the people. They are consistent to their principles. They acknowledge and
feel proud of their community that contained good social and cultural resources. Those
values can be used further in the process of the community management in the
dimension of the development or the management of cultural resource conveniently.
Also, they can work and cooperate with both the government and the private sections

without any conflicts. All supporting factors as mentioned are the strength of the

1

Gothic style of art in France is the art that emphasizes the sharp patterns. In that style , the stained
glasses are used for the decoration. There are many kinds of pictures and patterns in the stained glasses
such as flowers or the stories in the Bible. The cathedral of Northerdam is an example.
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working process of the people in the community. The leaders of the group can use this
kind of strength as a power to negotiate with other sections for their own community
management.

The development of Rimnan chanthaboon community to be a strong
community with the sustainable development is the direction in the future that the
community people have expected. The sustainable development is concept that was
created after the unbalance of the economic and social development. Many kinds of
gap had happened including the gap between the conservationism and the materialism
. In the study of Rimnam chanthaboon community and the community management
through the dimension of the cultural resource, the concept of the development was
used as a guideline for the study in the conclusion chapter. That is to show that the
mentioned concept is the important goal that Rimnam chanthaboon community and
other communities have hoped for. Although Rimnam Chanthaboon community has
a clear point of view about the process of the community, the development goals and
have vision of the community in the future, however, the concept of the sustainable
development will help to balance the process of the community management in some
dimensions. So the work can be cooperated, emphasizing on the balance of economy
, society, resources and the environment which have the balance to each other. (
Jumnong Buaneaw ,2007)

Sustainable development is a concept and guideline in improving quality
of life and community without much materialism and should not forget to consider
value and social and cultural capital conservation or cultural resources. The purpose of
sustainable development is for learning of community. It is a process of learning and a
dynamic deep change to promote reasonable operation system appropriate to ways of
life. The principles of development are sustainable development and integrated
development focused on social structure and culture. These will be conceptual base for
future direction of management process and sustainable development of Rimnam

Chanthaboon community.
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5.1 Integrated sustainable development

Integrated sustainable development is based on varieties and connection
between communities because it is related to people activities to promote and
empower community according to its needs and problems. People also have roles to
develop and response to all activities including culture , economy and resource
management. These are community’s right which is the base of sustainable
development.

All activities of sustainable development should be based on the local
intelligence and tradition. The importance of learning local intelligence will help to
promote strength for community rather than seeking and creating new things instead.
As Rimnam Chanthaboon community emphasizes on local intelligence and culture , it
also focuses on identify and way of life that shows history , race and tradition known
as cultural heritage and capital that Rimnam Chanthaboon community use it as a tool
in process of community development. ( Charlie Pahlman, 1995 :17-18)

Sustainable development must meet community needs that is the
cooperation in activities of development and there should be evaluation of target
group’s need and priority of solving problems. Development must depend on
cooperation from different sectors starting with planning decision , operation and
benefits base on equality and realising in rights of community members.
Furthermore , it helps to decrease depending on outside factors including technology ,
assistance and marketing because it focuses on self-dependence of community. (
Anurak Panyanuwat, 2548:10-20). The community also uses media for its benefits and
needs outside assistance as a tool in driving community for every sectors to
acknowledge its policy and standing point that is not focused on marketing

development.

5.2 Principle as a result of integrated concept focused on social structure and
culture.

This principle is considered over the integration of development process
and intelligence under local structure . The concept is that the ongoing development

should be in accordance with community’s way of life. Such integration of concept
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and structure helps to acknowledge the significance of development that is the learning
of community and it will become sustainable development which depends on social
status, role and structure and management mechanism.( same literature,2548:13-15)

For Rimnam chanthaboon community , the development is focused on
respect and acceptance. It is the interaction between core leader and villagers, villagers
and villagers core leader and province, core leader and organizations etc. Its goal is
cooperation and participation of members in community and the process is focused on
conceptual succeeding to the direction of management and future development.

There might be some questions that if Rimnam Chanthaboon community
succeeds in process of community management through dimension of cultural
resources, clear management, and standing point , satisfying performance , and lead to
sustainable development or not ?. the answer of Rimnam Chanthaboon community
may be possible. In contrast , if any community has different goals with Rimnam
Chanthaboon community , there might be some criticizing that Rimnam Chanthaboon
community has to change and develop more than this especially in the dimension of
economy and marketing including a tourist place of Chanthaburi.

Among those opinions , the most important thing in researcher’s opinion
1s community members’ opinions, because they were born , grew and live in Rimnam
Chanthaboon community. They shared experiences and passed the social context for
many years so they would love and have more concious mind than the outsiders who
come in community or want to operate in different ways.

The insiders can better manage and understand their community than the
outsiders. Event capitalism may bring prosperity , and stimulus trading economy , but
it may also bring many changes to community including deterioration , problems from
flowings of tourists, garbage, temptation places , environmental problems and cultural
destroying as many trading communities are facing and trying to solve these problems.

So Rimnam Chanthaboon community is aware of the problems that
come along with marketing system ,and tourist capitalism. Eventhough Rimnam
Chanthaboon community does not anti the flowing of tourists and capitalism economy
or tourism, it carefully manages and operates in regard to its good results not the
prices of benefits. The real purposes of activities that it holds in community are

cooperation and presentation of members. They think that it will be better if their
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members . they think that it will be better if their members present their own stories
and information to public. That means it is a strong standing point community.
(Prapapan Chatmalai , interviewed on June6, 2011)

Success of process of management in different communities is different.
The indicators of strong or good community is also different depending on its goal and
direction, visions and points of view together with the points of view of outsiders and
what they want from community . These indicaters cannot specify what is the best
strategy for community.

It can be assumed that Rimnam Chanthaboon community is successful in
managing community in the dimension of cultural resource. It is aware of itself and its
value, that is important cultural capital that leads to process of management focused on
cooperation and participation without conflicts with private and government sectors.
Finally Rimnam Chanthaboon community becomes a community of history and
riverside cultural way of life. Its image is publicized and members of community are
proud of their ways of life that are improved but not changed. That is what they want
and they are glad to live as the way they are. They will also keep this and they will not
allow capitalism to destroy their community but they will develop the management
system for sustainable development.
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