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THE STUDY OF MUSEUMS AS LEARNING CENTERS FOR BASIC
EDUCATION: THE CASE STUDY OF BANGKOK

KANLAYA SONGRUM 4737645 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIEYS)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SAOWAPA PORNSIRIPONGSE, Ph.D.,
APINYA BUASUANG, M.A., ORAWAN CHANAPONLAKAI, M.A.

ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis was to survey performance and contents of museums located
in Bangkok in order to categorize and organize the museums into groups according to the
content learning of the basic education curriculum, in order establish the guidelines for
promoting the museums as perfect learning center or as another classroom for primary schools.
Both qualitative and quantitative research were applied as the research methodology in order to
gather information from 100 museums in Bangkok. The concept of using a learning object was
applied. A learning object focuses on learner-centered concept and life-long learning concepts as
guidelines for studying, data gathering, and analyzing.

The research results found that 82.50% of the museums in Bangkok were under
supervision of government agencies and had no admission fee. Groups of visitors were mostly
students and undergraduates. Museum visiting could be divided into two types: 1) visiting
with a guide; and 2) freely visiting. Of the museums, 42.5% contained antique objects. When
categorizing, grouping, and considering for consistency between content of museums and
learning objects, there were 2 content aspects. Firstly, Direct Content refers to the content
which is identical to the learning object of each subject and can be promptly implemented by
schools when teaching the Thai Language and English as a foreign Language. The least
consistent subject was mathematics. Secondly, Integrated Content means teachers must apply
Integrated Learning Management in the form of multidiscipline activities and this can promote
the museum as a perfect learning center.

To make the museums in Bangkok perfect learning centers depends on cooperation of
schools by making educational partnerships between schools and museums. There are 4
components: (1) knowledge; (2) media; (3) learning process; and (4) activities for learning
enhancement. They require serious cooperation from all people concerned. In addition, these
components must be based on support and understanding of integrated learning from the
community and from the government, through educational cooperation and promotion. The
government needs to be a mediator for supporting learning centers in the form of perfect
education partnerships.

KEYWORD: MUSEUM / LEARNING CENTER / BASIC EDUCATION
CURRICULUM / SECOND PERIOD OF PRIMARY SCHOOL /
BANGKOK
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THE STUDY OF MUSEUMS AS LEARNING CENTERS FOR BASIC
EDUCATION: A CASE STUDY OF BANGKOK

KALAYA SONGRUM 4737645 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SAOWAPA PORNSIRIPONGSE, Ph.D.,
APINYA BUASUANG, M.A., ORAWAN CHANAPONRAKAI, M.A.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

Education was an important factor that is used as a tool for human resource
development in every country. Thus, educational development and decentralization of
educational opportunities in order to enable all the population to access education is a
very important issue. It is a government duty to find an approach to develop desired
education by combining science and cultural arts or regional traditions. These actions
are aimed at unique development and long-term self-dependency. In this regard,
educational development is required to consider a combination between modern

technology and original cultural arts of the community.

The National Education Act B.E. 2542, Section 25, states that the government
“shall sufficiently and efficiently encourage the operation and establish every type of
learning center, including public libraries, museums, sports and recreation centers, and
other information and learning centers.” (The National Education Act B.E. 2542:14).
This Act focuses on creating a society of wisdom and learning which provides a
change towards lifelong learning for Thai people. In order to develop and adapt the
teaching curriculum to bring it up to date in an era of new information and
technology, the teaching curriculum of the Ministry of Education, should,
concentrated on encouraging learners to study and seek knowledge as part of lifelong




oo sossud unagduuuauysaimesangy / 102

learning. The learner can study at learning centers. In this regard, the museum is
considered as another learning center which interested people can use as a new

learning center.

Currently, there are many museums and learning centers for families in
Thailand. In particular, there are 186 museums in Bangkok alone. However, these
museums are not fully recognised as learning centers, to enhance the education of

children in primary schools.

Recently, schools have modified their teaching methods from the original
teaching style of specific in-class teaching, to a teaching style aimed at facilitation
appropriate to the lessons. In order to encourage creative self-learning, museums have
become interesting as learning centers. Thus, museums serving as interesting learning
centers can encourage this new teaching style. If the educational services and full
utilization of museums areas are encouraged and supported effectively, museums can
become established as alternative learning centers and extended classroom for

students.
Objective of Research

The objective of this research is to survey the performance and content of
museums in Bangkok in order to categorize and organize museums into groups
according to their content specific to the basic education curriculum for the second
period of primary school (Grade 4-6) B.E. 2544. In addition, the objective is to find
out whether the contents of museums are in accordance with the learning objectives
since museum content can be compatible with the primary education curriculum,
especially where the curriculum included local resources (Thepsatri Rajabhat
University, Loburi Province: 23), and as identity a practical approach to the promotion

of museums as perfect learning centers.
Research Methodology

Both qualitative and quantitative researches were applied in gathering
information for this study. In order to survey performance, the contents of exhibitions,

and approach use by the museum were judged. One-hundred museums located in
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Bangkok were studied using sampling group selection criteria under the criteria of
International Council of Museums (ICOM). Three main elements of operation were
required: 1) Location and buildings, 2) Exhibits, and 3) Availability for public.

A questionnaire was sent to one-hundred museums as the primary method of
data collection. The content of the questionnaire can be divided into 2 issues: 1)
general operation of the museum, and 2) content of permanent exhibits of the museum.
The questionnaire was returned by 80 museums. In addition, the researcher
interviewed curators. The contents covered problems on teaching with teachers in
schools. In this regard, in-depth interviews and informal conversations included with
the questions. After that, percentage statistics were used in analyzing the basic data in
order to obtain a general overview. In addition, the basic education curriculum of the
Ministry of Education in 2001 was used as criteria for consideration of consistency of
the content of the exhibits as well a the basic education curriculum in the second level
grade 4- grade 6. Then, the concepts of student centered-learning, lifelong learning,
and learning media were applied as a framework for determining the best approach for

making museums as ideal learning centers.
Research Result and Discussion

1. 82.50% of the museums in Bangkok were mostly under the supervision of
government agencies, followed by 11.25% private agencies, and 6.25% foundation/
temples. During office hours from 8.30 — 4.00 weekdays and weekends,. 72.50% of
the museums change no admission fee, while 27.50 % required on admission fee. Most
of visitors were groups of students, followed by the general public such as foreign
visitors, officials, monks, novices, the handicaped, researchers, and academics.
67.50% the museums were oversee by curators or museum officers, while 63.75%

allowed independent visits.

2. The objects shown in museums in Bangkok were mostly archaeological,

followed by science and technology, nature studies, ethnology, arts, and modern arts.

3.The researcher divided the museums into 12 groups according to their
administrative areas within Bangkok namely, 1) Ratanakosin, 2) Vibhavadi, 3)
Lumpini, 4) Thonburi, 5) Chaopraya, 6) Taksin, 7) North Phra Nakorn, 8) Burapa, 9)
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Mahasawas, 10) Sanamchai, 11) Suwintawongse, and 12) Sri Nakarin. The objective
of these museums is to provide schools in the administrative area the use of the
museums of the area as are additional learning center, Division of museums into 12
groups also enabled the researcher to analyze sub-group data which would benefit both
teachers and schools. The research results found that there were 4 groups that had
more than 10 museums, Ratanakosin, Vibhavadi, Lumpini, and Thonburi. There were
6 groups that had 3-4 museums, Chaopraya, Taksin, North Phra Nakorn, Burapa,
Mahasawas, and Sanamchai. In addition, there were 2 groups that had 1 or 2 museums,
Suwintawongse, and Sri Nakarin. These museums are located in the outskirts of the

city.

4. According to the categorization and group arrangement of museums, the
researcher divided the learning contents into 8 subjects: mathematics, social studies,
religion, and culture, Thai languages, foreign language, professional work and
technology, arts, science and hygienics, and physical education. The research results
showed that 80 museums (100%) were grouped in Thai language and foreign
languages, followed by 49 museums (61.25%) social studies, religion, and culture, 31
museums (38.75%) arts, 22 museums (27.5%) science, 30 museums (37.5%)
professional work and technology, 2 museums (2.5%) mathematics, and 3 museums

(3.75%) hygienics and physical education.

5. The consistency of the contents exhibited in the museums located in the
Bangkok can be divided into 2 contents: “directed” content, and “approached” content.
The directed content was identical to all the eight learning contents which teachers can
use directly for teaching in several subjects, The approached content focused mainly
on one of the eight learning contents with other trivial contents included in the content
of the exhibition. The contents were linked. so teachers could create a teaching
curriculum by applying an integrated process with media and activities.

According to the directed contents which teachers can immediately utilize by
taking students to visit the museum, the direct content consistent with Thai language

and foreign languages the most, followed by social studies, religion, and culture, arts,
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science, professional work and technology, mathematics, hygienics and physical

education.

According to the directed contents with the museums grouped under the
administrative area as mentioned above, it was found that 1) Thai language, foreign
languages, and social studies, religion, and culture were in every group of museums;
2) professional work and technology was in every group of museums, except the
Mahasawas group; 3) science was in Sanamchai, Thonburi, Vibhavadi, Chaopraya,
Ratanakosin, and Lumini; 4) arts was in Ratanakosin, Vibhavadi, Chaopraya, Taksin,
and Sanamchai; 5) hygienics and physical education was in Vibhavadi, Thonburi, and

Chaopraya; and 6) mathematics was in Vibhavadi and Chaopraya.

In case any schools located in on administrative area where there was no
directed content museum or learning content was incomplete, the teachers could take
students to a museum located near the school instead. Or, in cases where there was
insufficient budget to take students to sightsee and study every group of contents, the
teachers could use the approached content which was consistent with the learning
content. The approached content can be made by establishing a teaching curriculum
specifying one teaching topic and putting the learning content in each required group
of contents together with determining learning activities or media to be consistent with
the learning contents. The media can be made in the form of a work sheet or list of
work which can be an indicator for teaching and evaluation. For example, a teacher of
science could teach students under the topic of Thai herb (Krachai) in the herbal
museum. The teacher would choose the topic Krachai and exclude trivial content in
order to connect directly with the topic Krachai. The action could be as follows: On
the subject of Thai language, the teacher could teach the vocabulary that students
should learn or assign the students to write an essay about Krachai for the viewpoint of
the students or teach the English vocabulary that students should learn. On the subject
of social studies, religion, and cultural studies, students could learn about the history
of Krachai, compare the medical uses of many kinds of Krachai, and learn about
occupations to do with Krachai. In arts, the student could draw pictures of Krachai
which students had seen in the museum or design a hanging display. Or, the teacher

could assign students to role play about the daily usage of Krachai.
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6. In order to discover the best approach for using museums as perfect learning
centers, the cooperation between schools and museums as a “Museum School
Partnership” should be established. The learning curriculum can be jointly designed
between schools and museums based on the existing content of the museum which
was consistent with the learning contents or existing subjects of the school.
Additionally, cooperation between people, management, fund-sources, curriculum and
activities designers, evaluators, and community networks must be created. A support
network should be based on elements important to people in the community and
government in order to lead the learning curriculum towards a development process in
ture with local area interests and to link with the utilization of museums as learning

areas.

7. Education activities in the form of educational partnerships need to be based
on people, management, curriculum and activity establishment, network
establishment, and fund-sources for both schools and museums. Therefore, the study
result was in accordance with those who provided information from the museums.
These people were staff who provided information and served as guides to the
museum. The cooperation outsiders and school staff, such as guides, volunteers, and
youth guides, who also provide information is also required. Or, expert of the
community provided information or taught students. These could solve the problem on
school staffing because they would enter an educational partnership that could utilize
the museum area as an extended classroom in an integrated teaching style. Moreover,
people from the museum can provide information and conduct integrated activities as

well.
Recommendations for Schools and Museums

1. The recommendation for schools, teachers, and lecturers on the usage of
museums in each group of administrative areas with incomplete contents is to
complete and integrate the lacking educational contents into each group by visiting 2-3
museums. By designing a curriculum and activities consistent with the content of the
museum, the teacher will better understand the integrated teaching curriculum and

make a plan in order to create supplementary activities around the learning content. In
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this way, they can select and use the area or existing objects exhibited in the museum
for the maximum benefit of teaching objective.

The teachers can form a special classes or hold education activities with the
museum on holidays by inviting parents to participate in activities together with

students and schools.

The management of the school should appoint an officer to be responsible for
the coordination in some aspects relating to teaching in the museum, especially staff

training, in order to fully understand the integrated teaching method.

2. The network of co-operation between museums and schools should be built
by inviting teachers or lecturers to create the curriculum together. In addition,
exhibitions consistent with the cooperative curriculum should be presented. A
proactive museum not only allowes schools to fully benefit from the museum services,
but also train those needed to provide those services in order to create an ideal
teaching curriculum. The museum itself should provide a set of education material
which was in line with the education curriculum in groups of learning contents for use
by schools and teachers by providing the objects in the museum in a set. Else, it could
be a combination of work sheets. To create the curriculum and to develop a consistent
set of education material, the museum should offer a coordinator in order to create the

curriculum and teaching management system as an on-going concern.
Recommendation of Research

For those interested in continuing research, the researcher suggests that there
should be activities adding information to the table database in this study to be used
especially for educational integration. Moreover, there should be arrangements made
for full learning content’ in order to create a real school museum in the future. The

arrangement of the museums in Bangkok providing the overall content of the museum

1
Learning content consists of 8 subjects as follows:1) thai language, 2) foreign languages,3) social studies, religion, and culture, 4) arts, 5)

science, 6) professional work and technology, 7) mathematics, 8) hygienics and physical education
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is required in order to establish an educational database for schools throughout
Bangkok.

Copyright by Mahidol University
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